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Pendir

Amid intensifying global tensions, India
and the US are working to resolve over $5
billion in pending defence deals critical to
India’s military modernisation. At stake
are engine transfers, joint production
agreements and strategic collaborations
that could redefine India’s self-reliance
goals In what could become one of the
biggest boosts yet to India’s push for mili-
tary modernisation and strategic self-
reliance, New Delhi and Washington are
racing to untangle a massive backlog of
pending defence deals, with high-level
talks intensifying over the past week. The
pending figure — estimated by officials to
be well over $5 billion — has emerged as
a symbol of both the promise and the
unfinished business at the core of the
world’s most closely watched democratic
security partnership.At the centre of the
story is an unfulfilled order that India’s
state-run Hindustan Aeronautics Limited
(HAL) signed back in February 2021. The
order, for 99 GE F404 jet engines, is criti-
cal to equipping the indigenous Light
Combat Aircraft (LCA) Tejas Mk-1A,
which remains a point of pride for India’s
homegrown aviation sector and a show-
case of Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
Aatmanirbhar Bharat vision in defence.
But four years on, only one engine has
actually arrived in India, causing major
production delays for the 83 MKk-1A jets on
order for the Indian Air Force. HAL insid-

NITI Agy

As India’s premier policy think tank, NITI
Aayog has catalysed a decade-long trans-
formation, placing human capital at the
heart of national development and policy
reform In a country as vast and varied as
India, the true measure of progress lies not
merely in GDP figures or infrastructure
milestones but in how well a nation nur-
tures its people. Human capital — our edu-
cation, skills, health, and productivity — is
not just an economic asset but a moral
imperative. Over the last ten years, a quiet
yet formidable revolution has taken shape
under the stewardship of India’s premier
policy think tank, NITI Aayog, reshaping
how the country invests in its most valu-
able resource: its citizens. In a nation
where over 65 per cent of the population is
below the age of 35, the demographic div-
idend presents a once-in-a-generation
opportunity. But the sheer scale of this
young population brings enormous
responsibility. The challenge lies in con-
verting youthful energy into a force for
economic growth and national develop-
ment.This is where NITI Aayog has
emerged as a visionary catalyst — charting
a roadmap not just for today’s progress but
for tomorrow’s prosperity. Over the last
decade, NITI Aayog has evolved from a
think tank into a reformist engine and an
execution partner, known for bold ideas
backed by data, collaboration, and human-
centred design. It has transformed policy-
making from a top-down exercise to a
dynamic process of co-creation with
states, private players, global institutions,
and civil society. Its strength lies not just in
planning, but in listening — and turning
those insights into action.Education, the
bedrock of human capital, has witnessed a
complete reimagining under its guidance.
Recognising that access alone is not
enough, NITI Aayog pushed for quality
and equity. The National Education Policy
2020, where it played a pivotal role, ush-
ered in a new era — shifting from rote
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Inala-US Set Signts

ers say that if the backlog is not cleared
soon, it could push back squadron induc-
tion timelines well into the 2030s.The
delay has become a sticking point in the
broader defence trade relationship, which
has grown rapidly since the early 2000s
but remains riddled with gaps. Alongside
the F404 engines, a more ambitious pact
involving the F414 engine — an advanced
variant meant to power the more capable
Tejas Mk-2 — is also stuck at the final
paperwork stage. The deal is worth around
$1 billion and, crucially, promises a trans-
fer of up to 80 per cent of the technology
to India’s domestic industry, boosting
indigenous capabilities under the Govern
ment’s drive for defence self-reliance. For
a country that has long struggled with
dependence on foreign engines to power
its fighter fleet, the F414 deal could mark
a turning point. But even this flagship
joint-production promise has yet to clear
the last bureaucratic hurdles.In recent
meetings at the Pentagon, US Defence
Secretary Pete Hegseth and External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar signalled
that both Governments recognise the
urgency. In carefully worded statements,
Washington expressed “guarded opti-
mism” that the engine sales would be
pushed across the finish line in the coming
months. Sources say the final details are
likely to be ironed out before the much-
anticipated signing of a new 10-year
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defence partnership framework agreement
later this year. The framework will replace
the existing roadmap that expires in 2025
and is being pitched by both capitals as a
bedrock for expanded co-production, sup-
ply-chain resilience, intelligence coopera-

for the Modi Government’s strategic visi
on for a secure and self-reliant India.For
India, the list of pending items goes
beyond engines. The Indian Navy has long
sought to add six more P-81 Poseidon mar-
itime patrol aircraft to its fleet to tighten
surveillance across the Indian Ocean — an
increasingly contested maritime space
where Chinese naval presence has grown
steadily in the past decade. That deal too is
part of the same backlog, with negotiations
on pricing and offsets dragging on. The
Army, meanwhile, has pushed for co-pro-
duction of Javelin anti-tank guided mis-
siles, as well as a possible collaboration on
Stryker armoured vehicles, to fill critical
gaps in its mechanised forces and strength-
en India’s ability to stand on its own feet in
defence production.Behind these military
numbers lies a larger geopolitical wager.
The United States sees India as a pivotal
partner in its Indo-Pacific strategy — an
essential counterweight to China’s
assertive maritime and territorial push.
Recent reports that China has tested
advanced ‘blackout bombs’ — low-yield
electromagnetic pulse (EMP) weapons
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designed to cripple enemy electronics
without direct destruction — have further
rattled security planners in Delhi. Such
disruptive technology raises fears of future
battlefield scenarios where communica-
tions, air defence radars, and command
centres could be blinded in minutes.
Defence experts say clearing the pending
deals with the US, especially those involv-
ing advanced avionics, electronic warfare
and resilient command networks, is now
all the more critical to build credible deter-
rence — an objective the Modi Gove
rnment has repeatedly prioritised through
its push for modernisation and strategic
autonomy.Successive US administrations
have pitched India as a natural defence
partner, upgrading its status with a special
waiver for high-end technology transfers
typically reserved for NATO allies. The
Trump administration even went a step
further, dangling the prospect of supplying
India with F-35 stealth fighters if Delhi
chose to take that leap. The pitch, repeated
by Trump during his last visit to India,
drew sharp criticism from opposition par-
ties back home, which questioned whether
India should spend billions on imported
fifth-generation fighters at a time when its
own stealth fighter programme is inching
forward under the Aatmanirbhar Bharat
banner.

§'s Human Capital Revolution

learning to critical thinking, flexibility, and

vocational integration. It emphasised early it

childhood
instruction,
between disciplines. Through initiatives
like the Atal

education,

tion — embedding innovation in over
10,000 Atal Tinkering Labs that now dot

the country.Skilling India’s youth for the ]
21st century has been another cornerstone |

of its mission. From backing the Skill
India Mission to ensuring that vocational
programmes reach the heart of under-
served districts via the Aspirational
Districts Programme, NITI Aayog has
helped bridge the gap between classroom
and career. Under the Skill India Mission,
more than 1.5 crore youth have been
trained through initiatives that blend tech-
nology, industry linkages, and demand-
driven curricula. It did not just train for
training’s sake — it mapped sectoral needs
and designed programmes that opened real
economic doors for India’s rural and urban
youth alike. In parallel, it championed a
dynamic, inclusive labour market. It sup-
ported the rationalisation of 44 central
labour laws into four simplified codes —
on wages, social security, industrial rela-
tions, and occupational safety.These
reforms balanced employer flexibility with
worker protection, particularly benefiting
informal sector workers who make up the
majority of India’s workforce. By simpli-
fying compliance and encouraging formal-
isation, the workplace became not only
more  productive but also more
humane.Healthcare, often seen as a cost,
was reframed as an investment. NITI
Aayog helped architect the shift from reac-
tive treatment to proactive wellness. The
flagship Ayushman Bharat scheme, backed
and monitored by NITI Aayog, provided
over 50 crore Indians with health insur-
ance, while more than 1.5 lakh Health and
Wellness Centres took primary care to the

Innovation Mission, it |
ensured both accountability and imagina- |

mother-tongue [l
and seamless transitions l

frameworks, it ensured policies
remain adaptive, accountable, and
aligned with ground realities.
Whether it was launching India’s first
SDG Index, guiding states on per-
formance metrics, or using behav-
ioural insights for policy design, NITI
Aayog brought scientific thinking to
the heart of governance. Its ability to
convene and coordinate across min-
istries and sectors made it more than
an advisory body — it became the
conscience-keeper of development. It

grassroots. Programmes targeted nutrition,
maternal and child health, mental well-
being, and non-communicable diseases —
aiming not just to heal the sick, but to keep
people healthy. The COVID-19 pandemic
tested the resilience of India’s health sys-
tem like never before. In this crisis, NITI
Aayog stood tall — partnering with the
Ministry of Health and ICMR to model
infection patterns, ensure equitable med-
ical resource allocation, and roll out plat-
forms like eSanjeevani for telemedicine.
Its post-pandemic vision emphasised not
just recovery, but readiness — pushing for
public health management cadres and
modern digital health infrastructure.
Beyond these domains, NITI Aayog has
been a lighthouse for entrepreneurship and
innovation. Programmes like Start-Up
India, Stand-Up India, and the Atal
Innovation Mission created a fertile
ecosystem for ideas to flourish.Thousands
of start-ups in fintech, edtech, agrotech,
healthtech, and clean energy are thriving
today because they had policy support,
incubation, and mentorship at crucial
stages. These are not just businesses; they
are job creators and problem solvers, con-
tributing to a resilient and self-reliant
India. But perhaps its greatest achievement
lies in how it has institutionalised a culture
of evidence-based policymaking.By lever-
aging big data, artificial intelligence, real-
time dashboards, and rigorous monitoring

encouraged healthy competition
among states through performance-based
rankings, worked with civil society to
amplify voices from the margins, and
engaged global partners to bring the best
practices home. India’s rising position in
the Global Innovation Index and the praise
from institutions like the UN, World Bank,
and UNESCO reflect the world’s recogni-
tion of this effort. More than just achieving
targets, NITI Aayog has focused on creat-
ing systems that are sustainable, inclusive,
and future-ready. Its commitment to the
Sustainable Development Goals is evident
in every initiative — from clean energy
transitions to green mobility, from digital
public infrastructure to gender equity in
workspaces. India’s rise as a knowledge
economy is no longer a distant dream — it
Is a work in progress, propelled by policies
that see people as the nation’s greatest
asset.What NITI Aayog has done is elevate
the discourse around development,
reminding us that true progress is meas-
ured not by the tallest buildings or biggest
factories, but by the strength, health, and
dignity of its people. In doing so, it has
become more than a think tank. It has
become the pulse of a young, aspiring
India — an India that dreams, dares, and
does. And at the heart of this story is the
quiet confidence that when you invest in
people, you build not just a better econo-
my, but a better nation.
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In what could be considered a staggering natural disaster,
heavy rains with thunderstorms have caused severe flooding
in major U.S. cities like New York and New Jersey. The situ-
ation has become so serious that emergency has been declared
in some areas. Roads, tunnels, and transport routes are com-
pletely underwater, bringing public life to a standstill.In New
Jersey, many areas on the Turnpike are flooded. Vehicles are
stuck, and people are struggling to move. In some places, cars
are floating in water, and traffic is completely blocked. Videos
showing people walking through waist-deep water and cars
submerged in floods are going viral on social media platforms
like Twitter.Because of the nonstop rain, drainage systems and
water bodies have overflowed, causing residential areas to
flood. Many people are trapped inside their homes. Rescue
teams have already started emergency operations to help the
affected people.The weather department has warned that rain
may continue for the next 48 hours. Officials have asked peo-
ple not to step out unless absolutely necessary. The situation
has created fear and inconvenience among citizens.This inci-
dent also highlights the need for better planning and quicker
response systems to face such natural disasters in the future.
Authorities are now working to speed up relief efforts and
ensure public safety.
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During a workshop on UAV & C-UAS indigenisation in
Delhi, Chief of Defence Staff, General Anil Chauhan on
Wednesday replied to people who have been asking about
damage faced by India during the Operation Sindoor. CDS
said Pakistan's droners were unsuccessful and couldn't do any
damage to Indian military or civilian infrastructure.Most
drones were neutralised using both Kkinetic and non-kinetic
methods, with some recovered nearly intact.The workshop,
titled "Indigenisation of critical components currently being
imported from foreign OEMs in the areas of UAV & C-UAS,"
was organised by the Headquarters Integrated Defence Staff
and the Centre for Joint Warfare Studies. It took place in Delhi
on Wednesday. The focus was on developing capabilities to
manage lower airspace threats effectively.Ramaphosa Dares
to Bet Trump -‘No Genocide’: Shocking LIVE Evidence
Leave Him Silent in Front of AllDuring this operation, India
reported that Pakistan attempted a drone and missile attack on
military targets in northern and western India. However, these
efforts were deemed unsuccessful. The need for enhanced
capabilities in lower airspace combat was emphasised by
Chauhan during his address.Chauhan also discussed India's
progress in weaponry and warfighting equipment over time.
He noted that warfare has seen both evolutionary and revolu-
tionary changes, transforming battle strategies. WWeapons have
become smaller, faster, lighter, more efficient, and affordable
over the years.He explained how rifles have evolved from
being heavy and lengthy to shorter, lighter versions with
longer ranges. Similarly, tanks and aircraft have become more
affordable while offering better protection and manoeuvrabil-
ity. These advancements enable night combat capabilities as
well.The emphasis on indigenisation reflects India's commit-
ment to reducing dependency on foreign Original Equipment
Manufacturers (OEMSs) for critical components in UAVs and
C-UAS systems. This move aims to strengthen national secu-
rity by enhancing domestic production capabilities.The work-
shop served as a platform for discussing strategies to harness
lower airspace effectively against emerging threats like
drones. By focusing on indigenous development, India seeks
to bolster its defence capabilities while ensuring cost-effec-
tiveness in military operations.
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The Telugu community in the
United States has been facing sever-
al complaints about overdoing cer-
tain activities which is landing in
the negative direction with the
United States authorities.There’s a
saying “Too much of anything is
bad.” Whatever we do in life, we
must follow limits and rules. But
unfortunately, some of our people
tend to go overboard, even when
living abroad. In the United States,
especially during Trump’s leader-
ship, things are stricter than
ever.Still, some Indian immigrants
behave as if they are back in India,
ignoring the laws and culture of the
country.Lately, some Telugu people
in the US, particularly in cities like
Dallas, are drawing attention and
criticism. For instance, they are
renaming parts of the city informal-

For a long time, no, there have
been several discussions and
debates about the kind of ticket
pricing that is happening with
regard to cinema theatres in
Andhra Pradesh and Telangana.
The common opinion all around
Is that film producers are becom-
ing too greedy and going for
additional hikes for their films.
Neighbouring state, Karnataka

The Congress government in
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ly as “Dallaspuram” and posting
videos dancing and behaving reck-
lessly on the streets for social media
reels.When locals object, instead of
understanding, some react with
anger and call it an attack on Indian
culture. One recent incident even
involved a white American telling a
Telugu person, “Go back to India,”
which went viral online. Why do we
go to the US in the first place? Most

A

was also having
atrocious problems
when it comes to
cinematic pricing,
and this primarily
came from the fact

that the ticket
prices were
beyond control.

There were times
when mainstream
dfilms, ticket prices
in Bengaluru used
to even touch ?600 or 700.In this
context, the Karnataka govern-
ment has issued a new order
which regulates the ticket pricing
model at Cinema theatres.It has
been officially confirm by the
Karnataka government that cine-
ma ticket prices will now be kept
at ?200 at the very maximum.
Disorder will be coming to affect
in just 15 days from now, and all
1 1
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Indian parents invest lakhs of
rupees for their children’s
future, higher education, H1B
visa, green card, and citizen-
ship. But actions like these
damage that very goal.
Authorities are now reportedly
keeping an eye on non-immi-
grant visa holders and their
social media activities. Some
may even face legal
notices.Even in business, like
the growing biryani craze in Dallas,
there’s nothing wrong with success,
but promoting it as “Dallaspuram”
can be problematic.Indians in Amer
ica must act responsibly, respect
local rules and culture, and think
before posting online. Careless
behavior can threaten their own
future and this isn’t something to
joke about.

the subsequent films will have to
go with the same pricing model
from now on.This is a pretty pos-
itive change that has been
enforced by the government of
Karnataka in order to bring down
the atrocious ticket prices.In this
context, it can perhaps be noted
that it is a matter of time before
Andhra Pradesh and Telangana
Governments might also consider
this decision. This is primarily
due to the fact that Telugu audi-
ence have also been very vocal
when it comes to high ticket
prices, and it is only going to help
if the prices are regulated by the
government itself.But it must be
noted that both Telangana and
Andhra Pradesh governments are
very lenient towards the film
industry, and it looks unlikely
that ticket price regulations might

be enforced in the near future.
1 1

—of 2KW in Zaheerabad,

Telangana has been very vocal

when it comes to the kind of|&

financial mismanagement that
went into the Kaleshwaram
project. There have been sever-
al discussions about how this is

one of the most corrupt projectsf

in Telangana in order to blame
KCR.While no concrete evi-
dence has been put up against
KCR or his government admin-

istration, there have been occa-|= :
sional findings with regard to

engineers and officers associated
with this project.In this context,
the Telangana ACB has found out
some significant details regarding
the chief engineer associated with
this Kaleshwaram project as mul-
tiple properties belonging to him,
where identified.Searches were
conducted at the house of above
Accused Officer and 11 other

Vplaces WhiICh belong to hlmand

/|One apartment under
.|construction at Wara
=ngal, 11 acres of agri-
cultural land, 4 residen-
__|tial prime open plots in
~ |Hyderabad, 6500 sg.
Yards land in Mo
1kila.Three four wheelers
lincluding a Mercedes
|Benz car, Gold orna-
~ [ments and Bank depo
sits were unearthed. The

his relatives.During the searches
several properties including one
Villa at Kondapur, one flat in
Bnajara hills, One flat in Yousuf
guda, One flat in Begumpet, One
flat in Kokapet, One Commercial
building in Karim nagar, one
commercial building at
Hyderabad.One apartment in
Kodad, One solar power project

searches revealed that the above
Accused Officer had acquired
these movable & immovable
properties by abusing his official
position.The searches are still
going on. The market value is
expected to be much higher than
the official value. The Accused
officer is arrested and being sent
to judicial remand. Further inves-
tigation is in progress.
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