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Former prime minister PV
Narasimha Rao was a visionary

who changed the future of India |

and we are enjoying the fruits of
his reforms today, Andhra Pradesh
Chief Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu said on  Tuesday.
Addressing a lecture on "The Life
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Narasimha Rao", Naidu termed
him a "great statesman" and
recalled that he knew 17 lan-
guages."Before 1991, India fol-
lowed the socialist economic
model. Economy saw ‘licence raj',
foreign investment was limited...
By 1991, India was facing a major
economic crisis. By mid-1991,
foreign exchange reserves hit an
all time low. We were forced to
pledge our sovereign gold,” he
said."It was time to bring bold
reforms, and usher in forward-
looking policy. He became (Rao)
PM in June 1991, he recognised
the crisis was an opportunity, and
that India needed bold economic
reforms. He launched the historic
economic reforms,” Naidu said
."He changed the future of India,
we are all here today enjoying the
fruits of this reform,” he said.The
Andhra Pradesh chief minister
said this was despite the fact that
the government then did not have
an absolute majority."He (Rao)
was heading a minority govern-
ment, not a comfortable govern-
ment. To bring in bold reforms,
political consensus is required. He
was able to convince all stake-

RCPon

Naidu said.l—ie said after

holders,"
the reforms by Rao, Atal Bihari

Vajpayee during his tenure
worked on building the infrastruc-
ture.Naidu also lauded Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, credit-
ing him for India's economic
growth.He said India witnessed
coalition governments from 1989-
2004, and because of economic
reforms, coalition governments
were able to produce better
results."In 2014 came a turning
point... Modi ji brought not just
political stability, but also a
renewed sense of global pride,"
Naidu said."Wealth has to be cre-
ated, but we have to continuously
reduce the gap between the haves
and have nots. That is the best pol-
icy Narendra Modi ji has
brought,” he said.Naidu said the
next 20 years are very crucial for
India."India will move to the posi-
tion of being the third largest
economy by 2028... | am 100 per

cent confident, by 2047, we will
be the number one economy,” he
said.Naidu also took a tour of the
Prime Ministers’ museum and
library earlier.
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( strategy meet on July

15 for upcoming Parliament session

Congress Parliamentary Party chairperson Sonia
Gandhi has convened a meeting of top party lead-
ers on July 15 to finalise strategy for the upcom-
ing Monsoon session of Parliament, which is
expected to be stormy with the opposition raring
to raise several issues like EC's special intensive
revision in Bihar and Operation Sindoor.Sources
said the Parliamentary strategy group meeting
would be attended by the Leaders of Opposition in
Rajya Sabha and Lok Sabha, Mallikarjun Kharge
and Rahul Gandbhi, besides the deputy leaders in
both houses and the chief whips and whips of the
party.The meeting will be chaired by Sonia
Gandhi at her 10 Janpath residence and will also
be attended by some senior leaders who are part of
the strategy group.The government has
announced that the Monsoon session of
Parliament will begin on July 21 and continue till
August 21, a week longer than planned earlier,
signalling a heavy legislative agenda.The sources
said the Congress is likely to take up the issues of
special intensive revision (SIR) of electoral rolls
in Bihar being carried out by the Election
Commission (EC) ahead of the assembly polls.It
has joined several opposition parties in challeng-
ing the SIR in the Supreme Court and senior
Congress leader and lawyer Abhishek Singhvi is
arguing the case.The Congress wants the SIR to
be scrapped, alleging that it is "unconstitutional
and is aimed at disenfranchising around two crore
voters in the state.The Congress is also likely to
seek answers from the government on what it
claims were "lapses and losses™ during Operation
Sindoor and the circumstances that led to the ces-
sation of hostilities following US President
Donald Trump's claims of mediation in the India-
Pakistan conflict to avert a nuclear war.The gov-
ernment has rejected Trump's claims with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi telling him, during a
phone call last month, that India has never accept-
ed mediation and would not ever accept it in
future.The INDIA bloc parties have been demand-

ondinate
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ing a debate on the Pahalgam attack and
Operation Sindoor -- the strike on terror sites in
Pakistan-controlled areas by the Indian armed
forces in response to the April 22 massacre by ter-
rorists in Kashmir.The issue of US tariffs against
India is also likely to be taken up during the dis-
cussions, besides the state of the economy, prices
and unemployment.The issue of impeachment of
Justice Shekhar Kumar Yadav of the Allahabad
High Court is also likely to come up as the notice
for moving a motion for his removal is also pend-
ing before the Rajya Sabha Chairman.The
Congress has objected to certain remarks by
Justice Yadav which it alleged are “"communal”
and not expected from a person holding such a
position.Once the strategy on issues that the party
wants to raise in Parliament is finalised, the
Congress will speak to other opposition parties to
evolve a joint plan of action for the Monsoon ses-
sion, the sources said.The longer duration of the
session comes amid the government's plans to
bring in key legislations, including one to facili-
tate the entry of the private sector in the atomic
energy domain.The government is planning to
amend the Civil Liability for Nuclear Damage Act
and the Atomic Energy Act to implement the
announcement in the Union Budget to open up the

nuclear sector for private players.
ITTI t|

Andhra Pradesh opposition leader Jagan
Mohan Reddy on Wednesday said the

YSRCP is the only party in the state that is '

addressing the concerns of various sec-
tions of the people and questioning the
TDP-led NDA government over its alleged
deceptions.Addressing a press conference
at the YSRCP central office in Tadepalli,
Reddy said the YSRCP is the only party |

responding to the concerns of various sec- §

tions of people, including farmers, women,
unemployed youth, students, and govern-
ment employees."The only remaining
opposition party in the state is the YSRCP.
Today, it is the only party responding to
the difficulties faced by the people,
whether it's farmers, women, unemployed
youth, students, or even government
employees,” Reddy said.Claiming that
democracy, law and order, and the overall
political climate have become "question-
able" under the N Chandrababu Naidu-led
government, Reddy said the YSRCP is the
only party raising concerns, particularly
about 143 "unfulfilled poll promises”.He
added that the YSRCP has been persistent-
ly leading protests on critical issues,
including a demand for crop insurance for
farmers on December 13, 2024, and
statewide agitations against power tariff
hikes on December 24, 2024.Jagan
claimed that Naidu levied excess power
tariffs on people, amounting to Rs 18,272
crore and added that YSRCP also cam-
paigned under the banner of ‘Babu surety,

ber, Reddy alleged his efforts to support
farmers during price crashes were also met
with "police action and mass arrests".He

=] questioned why raising public issues is

mosam (cheating) guarantee’ banner on
March 12 to protest the alleged discontin-
uation of education-focused welfare pro-
grammes.Likewise, he said YSRCP also
launched the campaign ‘recalling
Chandrababu’s manifesto’ to highlight the
alleged non-fulfilment of key welfare
promises.According to the YSRCP chief, a
climate of fear is prevailing in the state
amid alleged "conspiracies orchestrated"
by Naidu.Recalling several of his visits
across the state in recent months, Reddy
claimed the government has been deploy-
ing police to prevent people from attend-
ing his meetings and has allegedly filed
cases against some of those who did
attend.Listing multiple instances where
"false FIRs" were allegedly filed against
YSRCP leaders during his visits to a
mirchi (chilli) yard, a mango market, and a
condolence meeting for a slain party mem-

"being treated as a crime" under the cur-
rent regime and criticised the government
for trying to "suppress discussions around

| its unfulfilled manifesto promises"—
{ including the alleged failure to deliver

unemployment aid to jobless youth, dis-
tribute free cooking gas cylinders, provide
pensions, and reimburse fee, among oth-
ers.He stressed, however, that political
parties have the right to reach out to the
public and hold meetings.Accusing Naidu
of "following a modus operandi™ in which
false witnesses are used to file cases and
arrest people, Reddy claimed that, using
this approach, anyone could be
arrested.Claiming that Naidu is "misusing
the police™ to obstruct his visits, Reddy
said the Andhra Pradesh police depart-
ment—once known for its exemplary work
and people-friendly reforms—is now wit-
nessing resignations.Citing the case of
young IPS officer Siddarth Kaushal, who
recently resigned, Reddy claimed that offi-
cers who do not toe the line of the NDA
government are “being harassed".He fur-
ther alleged that Naidu is "withholding no-
objection certificates for officials seeking
deputation to Delhi"."If the police are
strong, criminals will leave the state—but
instead, good officers are the ones leav-
ing," he said, adding that hundreds of

police personnel, including several senior
IPS officers, are allegedly being harassed
with false cases and denied postings.He
further alleged that the TDP-led NDA gov-
ernment is now using DIG-level officers as
"collection agents” to extract kickbacks
from sand, liquor, and other cash-rich
activities in various constituencies.He
alleged that kickbacks from these activities
are being funnelled to local MLAs, as well
as to Naidu and the State Minister for
HRD, IT and Electronics, Nara
Lokesh.Further, the opposition leader
claimed that the NDA government has bor-
rowed Rs 1.75 lakh crore—accounting for
52.4 per cent of the total Rs 3.3 lakh crore
debt incurred by the previous YSRCP gov-
ernment—in just 13 to 14 months.Reddy
also issued a warning to Naidu and the
officials aligning with him, stating that
they would "face the consequences" of
their actions, while asserting that the NDA
government may last only another three
years.The YSRCP chief vowed that the
opposition party would not be "intimidated
by the alleged fake cases" filed against its
leaders and cadres, and promised to "con-
tinue fighting on behalf of the
people”."Your (Naidu’s) government may
last another three years—after that, we
will return. I am warning both you and the
officials toeing your line by filing cases;
you will pay back with interest. You will
reap what you sow. Don’t forget this,"
Reddy claimed.



In a dramatic moment caught on live tele-
vision, an Israeli missile strike targeted
Syria's Ministry of Defence building in
Damascus just as a news anchor was
broadcasting. The female anchor was visi-
bly shocked as a massive explosion erupt-
ed behind her, shaking the camera and
sending a large cloud of grey smoke into
the sky. In a state of panic, she fled the
scene mid-broadcast. The video of the
incident has since gone viral across social
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Air India has successfully completed precau-
tionary inspections on the fuel control switch
(FCS) locking mechanisms of all its Boeing
787-8 Dreamliners, with no faults detected,
officials from the Tata-owned airline con-
firmed.The move came after the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) issued a
directive earlier this week, asking all Indian
operators to inspect the FCS of specific
Boeing models - including all B787
Dreamliners and certain B737s - by July
21.According to a communication sent to
pilots late Wednesday, Air India stated: "All
our Boeing 787-8 aircraft have also under-
gone Throttle Control Module (TCM)
replacement in line with Boeing's mainte-
nance schedule. The FCS is part of this mod-
ule."Air India, which operates 33
Dreamliners, said its engineering teams initi-
ated the inspections over the past weekend
and have since completed checks across the
fleet without discovering any issues. The air-
line informed its pilots that they are now fully
compliant with the DGCA's July 14 direc-
tive.Pilots were also reminded to maintain
vigilance and to report any irregularities in
the technical log, as per existing protocols.
The airline added that a specific diagnostic
tool is available for operational use in case
any concern arises during flights.This round
of precautionary inspections comes amid
increased scrutiny following the preliminary
report by the Aircraft Accident Investigation
Bureau (AAIB) into the crash of Al 171,
which controversially suggested a possible
"suicide theory." The report has drawn back-
lash from the pilot community, with many
objecting to what they believe is an unfair
insinuation against the flight crew, both of
whom died in the crash.Multiple pilots
expressed concern over the report's tone: "A
Dreamliner operated by a Japanese carrier
recently experienced twin engine failure
post-landing, even though the FCS remained
in the 'run’ position. Such failures can happen
for various reasons, and FCS switches may
toggle without direct pilot input. To imply
pilot intent in the preliminary AAIB report is
both unjust and deeply troubling,” they
said.While Air India continues to uphold its
safety standards through rigorous mainte-
nance and inspections, the broader aviation
community in India is calling for restraint in
attributing causes during the early phases of
crash investigations.
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media platforms.The strike was part of
Israel's ongoing military operations in
Syria, marking the third consecutive day
of airstrikes. According to reports, the
Israel Defense Forces (IDF) first struck
near the entrance of the Syrian Defence
Ministry in the morning, followed by a
larger bombing of the same location sever-
al hours later.The escalation comes amid
intensifying clashes between Syrian gov-
ernment forces and Druze militias in the

southern city of Sweida. Visuals from
Damascus show extensive damage and
thick plumes of smoke rising from build-
ings, reflecting the magnitude of the
strikes.The Israeli military has indicated
that more strikes could follow. The IDF
has already targeted Syrian government
convoys and increased its presence along
the borders, suggesting a deepening
involvement in the region.Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu addressed
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Arstrie Cauant On Live TV Israel Missles Hit Syrian Defence HQ In Damastus

the nation in a video message posted on X
(formerly Twitter), expressing solidarity
with the Druze community in Israel and
Syria. "My brothers, the Druze citizens of
Israel: the situation in Sweida, the situa-
tion in southwestern Syria, is very serious.
The IDF is operating, the Air Force is
operating, other forces are operating. We
are acting to save our Druze brothers and
to eliminate the gangs of the regime,” he
said.

Akoar Brutal But Tolerant Babur Ruthless; New
NCERT Textooox's Description of Mugnal Era

The NCERT social science textbook for
Class VIII, titled 'Exploring Society:
India and Beyond’, highlights alleged
"religious intolerance and brutality”
during the Mughal era. It describes
Akbar's rule as a mix of "brutality™ and
"tolerance", labels Babur as a "ruthless
conqueror”, and portrays Aurangzeb as
a "military ruler" who reinstated taxes
on non-Muslims.Babur, the first
Mughal emperor, is depicted in the text-
book as both cultured and intellectually
curious in his autobiography. However,
it also notes his reputation for being
"brutal and ruthless". The book states,
"Babur was also a brutal and ruthless
conqueror, slaughtering entire popula-
tions of cities, enslaving women and
children, and taking pride in erecting
'towers of skulls' made from the slaugh-
tered people of plundered cities."
Historical Context in Education

The updated Class 8 social science text-
book combines history, geography,
civics, and economics into one resource
for the first half of the academic year. A
second part will be released later.
Previously covered in Class VII, topics
on the Delhi Sultanate have now been
shifted to Class VIII following recom-
mendations from the National
Curriculum Framework for School
Education (NCFSE)-2023.A note titled

Newly Openg
rag, 60 Dead

At least 50 people were killed in a

"Darker Periods in History" accompa-
nies these chapters. It states that no one
today should be held accountable for
past events. The section on the Delhi
Sultanate mentions attacks on sacred
images in Buddhist, Jain, and Hindu
temples driven by both plunder and
iconoclasm.The Class V111 science text-
book 'Curiosity’ showcases India's sci-
entific heritage from ancient discover-
ies to modern concepts. It integrates tra-
ditional knowledge with contemporary
scientific education to foster curiosity,
environmental awareness, ethical val-
ues, and critical thinking among stu-
dents.In its foreword, NCERT mentions
that the textbook aims to promote sci-
entific temper and rational thinking
through real-life connections and value-
based education. The 228-page book
includes sections like 'Probe and
Ponder’ and 'Be a Scientist’ to encour-
age scientific inquiry among students.A
section titled 'Our Scientific Heritage’
discusses India's traditional variolation
method against smallpox long before
modern vaccines. It links ancient prac-
tices to current advancements by high-
lighting Indian vaccine companies' con-
tributions during the Covid-19 pandem-
ic.The chapter 'Particulate Nature of
Matter’ credits Acharya Kanad with
introducing the concept of Parmanu

(atom). Another chapter discusses
ancient texts mentioning alloys used for
medicinal purposes. The book also cov-
ers ISRO missions like Chandrayaan 1-
3 for lunar studies, Aditya L1 for solar
research, and Mangalyaan for Mars
exploration.

Incorporating Inspirational Stories

The updated English textbook includes
a chapter on Major Somnath Sharma,
India's first Param Vir Chakra awardee
recognized for bravery at the Battle of
Budgam. Stories about Verghese Kurien
and Bibha Chowdhuri are also fea-
tured.The Class 5 English textbook
'Santoor’ encourages students to
explore various vocations through illus-
trations showing diverse professions
like a woman pilot alongside a male
chef. An illustration of a woman pan-
chayat head is included in a chapter
about panchayats.

( Mall Engulfed in Flames In

3 Days of Mourning Declared

fire that broke out early Thursday
at a shopping mall eastern Iraqi
city of Kut, state media said."We
have compiled a list of 59 victims
whose identities have been con-
firmed, but one body was so badly
burned that it has been extremely
difficult to identify," Reuters quot-
ed a city health official as saying,
as more bodies are being recov-
ered."The number of victims has
reached about 50 people, martyrs
and injured, in the tragic fire at a
major shopping center" which

tured crowds gathered behind
barriers at an unverified location
during the day, with emergency
vehicles  stationed  nearby.
According to local media, Wasit's
governor has announced three
days of mourning for the fire vic-
tims.The cause of the fire
remains unknown, but officials
have opened an investigation.
"We have filed lawsuits against
the building and mall owner," the
Wasit governor told INA, stating
that preliminary findings would
be released  within 48

broke out late on Wednesday, the Wasit
province governor, Mohammed al-
Miyahi, told the official INA news
agency.The mall was opened just five
days ago, according to a report in
AFP.Unverified viral footage circulat-
ing online showed a massive section of
a building engulfed in flames, thick
black smoke billowing into the

sky.CNN geolocated a video shared on
Facebook, confirming it depicted a
multi-story building in Kut consumed
by fire, with a crowd trapped on the
rooftop as firefighters worked to con-
tain the blaze. Another video posted on
X showed people calmly evacuating the
building even as flames roared above
them.Photos shared on Telegram cap-

hours.Ambulances continued transport-
ing casualties until 4 a.m., overwhelm-
ing a hospital in Kut, located roughly
160 km (100 miles) southeast of
Baghdad.In view of the tragedy, Miyabhi
declared three days of provincial
mourning and confirmed legal action
would be taken against the building and
mall owner.
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