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Blofuel or No Biofuel? India’s Hamletian Energy Dilemma

India stands at an energy crossroads. With ris-
ing global instability and climate pressures,
embracing biofuels like biodiesel and
Sustainable Aviation Fuel offers a path to
energy security, economic resilience and envi-
ronmental leadership in a post-fossil fuel
futureTo be, or not to be.” Shakespeare’s
Hamlet posed his existential question cen-
turies ago, but in the 21st century, India faces
a similar fateful choice: whether to persist
with an oil economy chained to imported fos-
sil fuels, or to boldly embrace biofuels —
especially biodiesel and Sustainable Aviation
Fuel (SAF) — as the foundation of a more
resilient, self-reliant future. The decision is
not academic. It will shape the nation’s eco-
nomic security, public health, strategic auton-
omy, and it’s standing in a world buffeted by
both geopolitical conflict and climate crisis.
The importance of alternatives to fossil fuel
has been recognised the world over, and even
the international bodies are making coordinat-
ed efforts to promote biofuel development and
adoption. The Paris Agreement — a global
treaty for limiting global warming — does
emphasise transitioning to biofuels, substitut-
ing reliance on fossil fuels. Brazil’s
RenovaBio programme provides for an
increase in biofuel production and consump-
tion. Similarly, the UN Renewable Energy
Agency encourages international cooperation
in  promoting biofuel production and
trade.India, being a signatory to the Paris
Agreement, has been actively following the
commitments to address the issue of global
warming and defined five goals (Panchamrit)
— announced by the Prime Minister at COP
26 in Glasgow. The larger goal is to achieve
net zero emissions by 2070 through identified

Courts o

With over 70 per cent of all court cases
involving Government entities and mil-
lions of cases pending across the coun-
try, the Centre’s recent move to reduce
litigation is a welcome first stepThe
Central Government’s
reduce the volume of court cases should
be warmly welcomed. After all, 70 per

action points. It is heartening to know that we
have already achieved one goal before the
scheduled date (50 per cent energy require-
ment from renewable energy) of 2030. India
has also integrated green energy with its
developmental agenda. Initiatives such as the
“PM Jivan” scheme and the promotion of
“One Ped Ma Ke Naam” are unique and prove
the country’s commitments to a better and
cleaner future for the new generation. Indian
effort and strategy can serve as a model for
other developing countries.Recent
Government data shows that our energy needs
of more than 50 per cent are being met from
non-fossil fuel resources. In this, solar-based
power generation is emerging as a key player
and contributor. Historically, India has long
depended on imported crude, with over 85 per
cent of its oil coming from abroad. This eco-
nomic reality ties India’s fate to the “petrodol-
lar’ system: global oil transactions conducted
in US dollars, a system that not only enriches
oil-exporting countries but reinforces US
financial hegemony. The consequences —
India’s economy remains hostage to supply
disruptions, OPEC+ cartel manoeuvring, and
the price shocks as a result of geopolitical tur-
moil. The 2022-23 energy crunch triggered by
the Russia-Ukraine conflict, which sent oil
prices and inflation soaring, is only the most
recent reminder that dependence on mineral
oil can inflict swift and severe pain. The US
Government’s new move to impose 100 per
cent duties on countries that are importing oil
from Russia reflects the vulnerability of coun-
tries like India who import a substantial quan-
tity from Russia to meet their domestic
demands. One has to wait and watch to under-
stand the real implication of such a condition

on our economy and geopolitical relation-
ships.But the true cost of fossil fuels goes far
beyond the market price at the pump. Our
continued reliance on oil exacts invisible but
massive tolls — polluted air, oil spills, respi-
ratory illnesses, and the staggering reach of
climate change. Globally, the International
Monetary Fund estimated fossil subsidies
(including hidden health and environmental
costs) at a staggering $7 trillion in 2023. Such
externalities are never reflected in the price of
petrol, but the public pays for them all the
same — in hospital wards, in lost crops, in
balance-of-payments crises.It is true that as
compared to fossil fuels including coal, oil,
and natural gas, biofuels are definitely superi-
or alternatives to counter the emerging chal-
lenges of climate change and deal with the
arm-twisting tactics by the fossil fuel lobby.
In addition, there are other advantages offered
by biofuels such as environmental friendli-
ness, easy biodegradability, availability in
abundance, renewable nature and sustainabil-
ity, besides being price competitive.Biofuels
generally include solid biofuels (solid bio-
mass, biochar), liquid biofuels (bioethanol,
biodiesel), and gaseous biofuels (e.g. biogas,
biohydrogen). Biofuels, such as ethanol,
biodiesel, and biogas, are produced from
renewable organic materials, including crops,
algae, agricultural residues, and
waste.Countries across the globe are taking
steps to promote the usage of biofuel. The
European Union has proposed to achieve 14
per cent renewable energy in transport by the
year 2030, with strict sustainability criteria for
biofuels. Countries like Brazil and India are
investing heavily in ethanol and biodiesel pro-
grammes to reduce dependence on fossil
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cent of cases in the courts of the coun- [

try involve the Governments, whether |
at the Centre or in the States. On the |

other hand, speeding up the hearing of
cases and the passing of judgments also
need to be expedited. The amount of
time spent on each matter too needs to
be recorded.This is perhaps not being
done, and if that is the case, it is certain-
ly not published, as it may embarrass
some of the judges as well as advocates.
Adjournments are the main cause of
delays, and delays are the bane of jus-
tice. They are often used as tactics to
slow down or even snuff out the
progress of the hearings. At times, they
are sought because the leading advocate
of one or the other side is busy in anoth-
er case in another court —maybe even
in another city.For the ensuing waste of
the court’s time, a repeat court fee of,
say, 50 per cent of the initial amount
should be charged to the side that seeks
the adjournment. When the client is
debited for this fee, he would learn a
lesson not to engage an advocate who is
so busy as to be distracted by several
other cases. The freedom to appeal
upwards, again and again, should be

reduced. Some matters which began in
a small cases court in, say, Mumbai
have reached the apex court. Normally,
one appeal to each side may be permit-
ted. In special circumstances, perhaps
two could be considered.Before a hear-
ing begins in a matter, the judge should,
in consultation with both the advocates,
decide how much time each of them
would be given. If either side exceeds
their limit, they should have to pay
extra fees — rather like in a journey by
a taxi. Why should the court waste its
time merely because an advocate is
slow to think or express themselves, or
keeps repeating themselves? As a lay-
man, | am surprised that the litigant has
to begin by submitting, usually, a
lengthy affidavit.On the night before
the first hearing, the judge reads and
digests all that has been stated in that
affidavit. In the hearing, the advocate
verbally explains to the judge and the

opposing advocate what is writ-
ten in the affidavit. Is this not a
repetitive procedure? Surely, it
can be cut down? Once, | hap-
pened to get a chance to read an
opinion on a matter by a
Kolkata advocate as well as a
London lawyer. | was surprised
to see that the UK draft was
|written in about 300 words
{while the Indian one was longer,
at over a thousand words. For us
Indians, writing in English has
not been the soul of wit. Since a
great deal of legal work is written, this
becomes an important area of check.
Incidentally, judgments or orders are
not always brief or terse.And what
about the working hours of the courts
themselves — or, more accurately, the
duration of the court machinery? While
one does not wish to be uncharitable,
their Lordships across the country’s
courts taking off for vacations has
begun becoming the topic of much
talk.In a country whose justice system
is clogged with pending cases whose
number runs into a few crores, such
judicial holidays need a relook. It is
important to bear in mind that these
longish and regular vacations for judges
and senior lawyers is a practice from the
British days — a period when there was
no air-conditioning. The summer of the
Indian plains was simply unbearable for
most judges, and long vacations in the
hill stations of Simla, Darjeeling, Ooty,

fuels. India announced a biofuel policy in
2018 which allows the production of ethanol
from damaged wheat, sugarcane, rotten pota-
toes, corn etc. and provides incentives for
biorefineries. Its focus is to promote biodiesel
production from non-edible oil seeds, used
cooking oil and short-duration crops. It has
advanced the ethanol blending targets in
petrol to 20 per cent by 2025-26.

Biofuel Pathway: Sovereignty, Security, and
Circular Prosperity

This is where biodiesel and SAF offer a trans-
formative alternative. Rather than importing
crude, biofuels can be produced right here in
India from waste and residues: used cooking
oil, acid oil from vegetable oil processing,
palm oil effluent, and a mountain of agricul-
tural waste. Biofuels insulate India from glob-
al oil shocks while powering a new economy
rooted in local jobs, clean technology, and
rural prosperity. Waste to Wealth is the new
slogan — offering immense opportunities for
new entrepreneurs and other stakeholders
involved in last-mile collection and segrega-
tion. Circular economy — promotes India’s
vision of ‘AtmaNirbhar Bharat’ and “Gram
Swaraj” — thereby fulfilling the aspirations
of millions living in rural India by offering
employment opportunities at the local
level.Consider the numbers: India discards
more than 1.5 million tonnes of used cooking
oil and acid oil each year, much of it dumped
unchecked, clogging drains and polluting
rivers — or worse, illegally recycled into
food, threatening public health. Properly
processed, that very waste becomes valuable
fuel.A  single 1-million-tonne-per-year
biodiesel plant can generate up to 7,000 direct
and indirect jobs, primarily in rural and waste
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or the cold valley of Kashmir was
understandable — but not in today’s
age, when technology has made it pos-
sible to overcome many challenges of
nature.The present hours of work in the
country’s courtrooms too are not
encouraging, as far as utilisation of both
time and manpower are concerned.
Most courts begin their proceedings at
10:30 or thereabouts and conclude at
16:30 — i.e., working for six hours, but
effectively five, because there is an
hour off for lunch. Saturdays and
Sundays are not counted here.With
overburdened judges and a mountain of
cases piling up by the day, it is high
time a shift system was introduced in
the judiciary. There is no reason why
courts cannot work in shifts, reducing
the workload on the judges and advo-
cates, plus ensuring more employment
opportunities for many unemployed
lawyers and other associated staff. There
are many advocates in the country who
stand to gain by such a measure in the
form of making the law and thereby, the
country’s legal system — accessible to
the lower rungs of society.The latter
point is too obvious to bear iteration
here. The then Chief Justice of India, Y
K Sabharwal, had in 2006 not mooted
the idea of courts needing to work in
dual shifts in order to reduce the work-
load. The accessibility of justice to the
common folk of the country has to
become the topmost priority for judicial
reforms in the country.
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In its first reaction to the US designating The
Resistance Front, a proxy of Pakistan-based
Lashkar-e-Tayyiba (LeT), as a foreign terrorist
organisation for its involvement in the Pahalgam
terror attack, China has said that it opposes all
forms of terrorism."China firmly opposes all
forms of terrorism and strongly condemns the
terrorist attack that occurred on April 22. China
calls on regional countries to enhance countert-
errorism cooperation and jointly maintain
regional security and stability,” China's Foreign
Ministry Spokesperson Lin Jian said.

Jian welcomed the efforts of the US in combat-
ing terrorist activities.On Thursday, the US des-
ignated The Resistance Front (TRF) as a Foreign
Terrorist Organization (FTO) and Specially
Designated Global Terrorist (SDGT)."Today, the
Department of State is adding The Resistance
Front (TRF) as a designated Foreign Terrorist
Organization (FTO) and Specially Designated
Global Terrorist (SDGT)," the US State
Department said in a statement.On April 22, the
terrorist attack in Pahalgam killed 26 civilians. It
was the deadliest incident since the abrogation of
Article 370 in 2019. The TRF had initially
claimed responsibility but denied any involve-
ment days later. The US has described the
Pahalgam incident as the 'deadliest attack'."TRF,
a Lashkar-e-Tayyiba (LeT) front and proxy,
claimed responsibility for the April 22, 2025,
Pahalgam attack, which killed 26 civilians. This
was the deadliest attack on civilians in India
since the 2008 Mumbai attacks conducted by
LeT. TRF has also claimed responsibility for
several attacks against Indian security forces,
including most recently in 2024," the US state
department added.Following the Pahalgam ter-
rorist attack on April 22, India launched
Operation Sindoor, striking nine terror infra-
structure in Pakistan and in the Pakistan-occu-
pied-Kashmir on May 7. In response, Pakistan
tried to attack the border regions but India suc-
cessfully neutralised drone, and missile
attacks.India targeted runways, hangars, com-
mand and control centres, radar bases, missile
sites and weapon storage areas. New Delhi also
struck Pakistani military bases at Rafiqui, Murid,
Rahim Yar Khan, Sukkur and Chunian while
causing damage to the air bases in Skardu,

Bholari, Jacobabad and Sargodha.
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Israel and Syria have reached a
ceasefire agreement, according to
the U.S. envoy to Turkey. This
comes after intense violence in a
predominantly Druze region,
resulting in over 300 casualties,
Reuters reported.The conflict saw
Israel launching airstrikes on
Damascus and targeting govern-
ment forces in the south, with the
stated aim of safeguarding Syrian
Druze, a minority group with
members also in Lebanon and
Israel.The Israeli embassy in
Washington and the Syrian con-
sulate in Canada have not yet com-
mented on this development.
Meanwhile,  Syria's  Sweida
province has been experiencing
turmoil for nearly a week due to
clashes between Bedouin fighters
and Druze factions. Earlier on
Friday, an Israeli official men-
tioned that Israel would permit lim-
ited access for Syrian forces to the
Sweida area for two days.Tom
Barrack, the U.S. ambassador to
Turkey, announced that both

nations agreed to the ceasefire with
backing from Turkey, Jordan, and

il

Hyderabad |s one of the flrst develop-
ing metropolitan city in India, but
there is this crucial problem with the
drainage system here, which has been
a root cause of several concerns. The
same was on display last night while
the city was hit by flash floods due to
torrential rains.Hyderabad witnessed

Il

Artificial intelligence is a
boom to the industry but the
issue is with the kind of logis-
tical and technological chal-
lenges that come with it for
the human workforce.There is
a growing debate about how
Al is changing the way we
use the internet. Some people
believe Al tools like Google’s
Al  Overview, OpenAl’s
Operator, and Perplexity’s
Comet are hurting the open
web.These tools give users
quick answers without send-
ing them to the original web-
sites. Because of this, news sites,
blogs, and online creators are losing
traffic. With fewer visitors, they may
earn less money and have a harder
time surviving.Critics say this is a big
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neighbouring countries. He urged
Druze, Bedouins, and Sunnis to
disarm and collaborate with other
minorities to forge a new Syrian
identity. "We call upon Druze,

Bedouins, and Sunnis to put down |
their weapons and together with ‘
other minorities build a new and

united Syrian identity," Barrack
stated on X.In response to ongoing
instability in southwest Syria,
Israel has allowed limited entry of
Syrian internal security forces into
the Sweida district for 48 hours. An
unnamed official shared this infor-
mation with reporters. Despite pre-
vious refusals to let Syrian troops
deploy in the south, Israel granted
this brief window to address
renewed clashes.The Syrian presi-
dency announced late Friday that
authorities would send forces
southward to end clashes. This
move is part of broader political
and security measures aimed at
restoring stability and preventing
further violence. Earlier attempts
by Damascus involved deploying
troops to quell fighting but faced
accusations of violations against

heavy rainfall on
Thursday night, causing
Isignificant  disruption
across the city. The
downpour, which began
s around 8 PM, continued

areas
% including Mehdip
{atnam, Banjara Hills,
={Kukatpally, and LB
gl Nagar. Roads quickly

key

turned Into streams, severely affect-

ing traffic flow and stranding com-
muters for hours.Several low-lying
areas were inundated, forcing resi-
dents to remain indoors. GHMC
emergency teams were deployed to
clear clogged drains and pump out
stagnant water. In some places, vehi-

i e

problem. They fear that if fewer peo-
ple visit websites, the open internet—
where anyone can post, share, and
find information might slowly disap-
pear. They also worry that Al could

the Druze communlty before W|th—

drawing under Wednesday's
truce.lsrael had previously con-
ducted more airstrikes on Sweida
early Friday morning. The U.S,,
which played a role in securing an
earlier truce between government
forces and Druze fighters, noted
that it seemed effective as per
White House statements on Thurs
day.Syrian leader Ahmed al-Sharaa
accused Israel of attempting to
divide Syria while pledging protec-
tion for its Druze minority. He has
been working towards improving
relations with the U.S., amidst
these tensions. Describing Syria's
new rulers as jihadists in disguise,
Israel remains committed to defen
ding the Druze community there.

0Nl real

cles were seen submerged up to the
windows, and many motorists were
forced to abandon their vehicles on
flooded roads.Social media was
flooded with visuals of overflowing
nalas, fallen trees, and delayed cab
services. Despite the chaos, no major
casualties were reported. The IMD
had issued a yellow alert for
Hyderabad, warning of more rain
over the weekend.With extreme
urbanisation and poor city planning
flooding has been a major cause of
concern in recent years, and it has to
be seen how the government would
deal with the situation.Chief minister
Revanth Reddy Came up with a com-
prehensive solution in the form of
restoring the rivers through
HYDRAA and it has to be seen if this
would prove effective.

| 7

decide what informa-
tion people see, which
might limit different
opinions and sources.
However, supporters of
Al say this is the future
of the internet. They
believe Al is making it
easier for users to get
answers faster and
more easily. They also
think creators will find
new ways to share their
content and stay rele-
vant.As Al becomes
more popular, the chal-
lenge is to find a balance helping
users get useful answers while also
supporting the creators and websites
that keep the internet alive. The dis-
cussion is ongoing.
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