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Re hinking What It Means to Be Truly Clean

It is time we understand and redefine
cleanliness. Is a glittering street in a fuel-
hungry city cleaner than a dusty road in a
carbon-neutral village? Can a society be
clean if it runs on fossil fuels and emits
heavily? These questions challenge us to
look beyond the surface When we talk
about cleanliness, what usually comes to
our minds are spotless homes and litter-
free streets. We feel good when the floors
shine and the dustbins are empty. But have
we ever asked ourselves what cleanliness
really means? Is it just about what’s visible
to the eye, or is there something far more
harmful than dust or litter? Most of us
equate cleanliness with what’s visible:
what we can see, touch, or smell. In doing
S0, we may be ignoring a far more crucial
aspect.It is often asked why people from
South Asia become more conscious about
cleanliness when they are abroad. The
answer isn’t really about nationality; it has
to do with human nature, our tendency to
modify our actions in response to external
stimuli rather than from an internal under-
standing.When someone’s conduct is
based on outer factors, it reveals that the
change is not arising from an inner under-
standing but an external pressure. A person
living in India may litter carelessly. When
living overseas, the same person may sud-
denly become very strict about following
rules, not because they have grown gen-

Arrest \Wa

In a landmark move for global gender jus-
tice, systemic persecution of Afghan
women under Taliban rule is now formally
recognised as a crime against humanity In
a recent measure aimed at achieving the
ends of international criminal justice, the
International Criminal Court (ICC) has
issued arrest warrants against two senior
leaders of the Taliban — Haibatullah
Akhundzada, Supreme Leader of the
Taliban, and Abdul Hakim Hagqgani, Chief
Justice of the Taliban — for crimes against
humanity, including gender-based perse-
cution. This move is being seen not just as
a significant step towards accountability
for the regime’s brutal actions since its
return to power in August 2021, but also as
a powerful affirmation of gender justice on
the global stage against the crime of gen-
der persecution.The issuance of warrants
has drawn the attention of the world com-
munity towards crimes against girls and
women ever since the Taliban came to
power in Afghanistan in August 2021 that
have continued up till the beginning of
2025. The ICC’s public statement stated
that “there are reasonable grounds to
believe that Mr Haibatullah Akhundzada
and Mr Abdul Hakim Haggani have com-
mitted the crime against humanity of per-
secution, under Article 7(1)(h) of the
Rome Statute, on gender grounds, against
girls, women and other persons non-con-
forming with the Taliban’s policy on gen-
der, gender identity or expression; and on
political grounds against persons per-
ceived as allies of girls and women”. As
per Article 7(1) of the Rome Statute,
“crime against humanity” means any of
the acts listed in the same article — such
as murder, torture, and persecution —
when committed as part of a widespread or
systematic attack directed against any
civilian population, with knowledge of the
attack. Clause (h) of Article 7(1) includes,
in crimes against humanity, persecution
against any identifiable group or collectiv-

uinely responsible, but because they are
afraid of penalties, being watched, or
being judged by others. This type of
behaviour is unconscious and reactive. As
soon as the external pressures go away, the
old habits return.It is clear that the prob-
lem is not merely cultural or location-
based. The real issue lies deeper in the
human mind.

Cleanliness through an economic lens

We must also view cleanliness through an
economic lens. It is unrealistic to expect
people to put appearance first when they
are fighting for basic necessities like food,
shelter, or safety. When survival is at stake,
environmental cleanliness isn’t crucial.We
rarely see wealthy nations that are visibly
unclean or poor nations that look spotless
from the outside. This is just an illustration
of how economic conditions change prior-
ities.When survival is the top priority,
cleanliness becomes a thing of luxury.
Only when families achieve economic sta-
bility do issues like waste management
and community health become real priori-
ties. Economic stability lets people look
beyond basic needs and care for communal
well-being.Even in India, well-off commu-
nities often manage to keep their surround-
ings as clean as those in developed coun-
tries. This proves that the issue is more sit-
uational than cultural. What leads to devel-
opment and cleanliness in one country

may not apply to another. A variety of ele-
ments, including geography, history, lead-
ership, and external influence, combine to
generate material prosperity. Economic
wealth makes it easier to focus on keeping
the environment clean; poverty makes it
difficult to focus on anything beyond day-
to-day survival.Reducing the question of
cleanliness to race or nationality is unfair.
It overlooks the deeper, structural factors.
The covert violence of progress

In today’s world, cleanliness is often
reduced to appearance. But what happens
when appearance hides harm? A modern,
high-tech slaughterhouse might look
clean, with shiny floors, polished tools,
and no blood in sight. But the violence and
cruelty inside that slaughterhouse cannot
be denied. On the other hand, imagine a
small Indian rural hospital. Despite
cracked tiles and peeling walls, it fulfils its
purpose of healing and care.In this context,
cleanliness isn’t just about appearance; it’s
also about the impact that an action has on
others.Now picture an electric SUV: shiny,
quiet, and labelled eco-friendly. But if it’s
charging off electricity generated by coal
and consuming resources just to carry one
person comfortably, is it really any better
than what it replaced? In contrast, an old
diesel train puffing black smoke, yet trans-
porting 1,000 people efficiently, has a
much smaller impact per person.

Cleanliness isn’t about shine and glitter,
but about how our decisions affect society,
nature, and the mind. We must weigh the
psychological, social, and environmental
costs of our actions.

The hidden footprint of modern progress
When societies obsess over a shiny, sur-
face-level version of cleanliness — pol-
ished skyscrapers, manicured lawns,
sparkling cars — while ignoring massive
carbon footprints, water waste, and
resource exploitation, they create a much
deeper kind of filth. Imagine someone tak-
ing four showers a day in a desert country
where water is scarce or a lush garden kept
alive by thousands of gallons of precious
water.All this, while millions of people
still lack access to clean drinking water.
This superficial version of cleanliness
comes at a huge cost. It is essentially vio-
lence, not just against nature, but against
people, and eventually oneself. And it
comes from overconsumption and putting
appearance before real sustainability.The
World Resources Institute says that if
every country consumed like the US, we
would need the equivalent of five Earths to
sustain that level of consumption. Just
because something looks spotless doesn’t
make it clean. Cleanliness, in a real sense,
means living in a way that is truly sensitive
to oneself and the planet.

rrants Against Taliban Leacers

ity on political, racial, national, ethnic, cul-
tural, religious, gender, or other grounds
that are universally recognised as imper-
missible under international law.Further,
persecution is defined in Article 7(2)(g) as
“the intentional and severe deprivation of
fundamental rights contrary to internation-
al law by reason of the identity of the
group or collectivity”, when such persecu-
tion has been committed in connection
with another act as mentioned under dif-
ferent clauses of Article 7(1). Regarding
the criminal liability for such acts, the
Rome Statute provides that a person shall
be criminally responsible and liable for
punishment for a crime within the jurisdic-
tion of the Court if that person: (a)
Commits such a crime, whether as an indi-
vidual, jointly with another, or through
another person, regardless of whether that
other person is criminally responsible; (b)
Orders, solicits, or induces the commission
of such a crime which in fact occurs or is
attempted; (c) For the purpose of facilitat-
ing the commission of such a crime, aids,
abets or otherwise assists in its commis-
sion or its attempted commission, includ-
ing providing the means for its commis-
sion; (d) In any other way contributes to
the commission or attempted commission
of such a crime by a group of persons act-
ing with a common purpose.The statement
issued by the ICC stated that “the Taliban
severely deprived, through decrees and
edicts, girls and women of the rights to
education, privacy and family life and the
freedoms of movement, expression,
thought, conscience and religion”, and tar-
geted others because of their expressions
of sexuality and/or gender identity. The
statement also refers to the persecution, on
political grounds, of “allies of girls or
women”.The ICC’s action is perhaps the
first such development in which provisions
against gender-based persecution under
the Rome Statute have been invoked in the
case of systemic oppression of women and

legal order treats gender-based

persecution as a core concern and
not merely a secondary issue, and
reaffirms the right to dignity,
equality, and justice of Afghan
girls and women. Though the
ICC’s warrants carry substantial
legal importance and send a
strong message across, they also
face certain practical challenges.
As Afghanistan is not a State
Party to the Rome Statute (though
the charge covers crimes commit-
ted during the period when
Afghanistan was a member), the
enforcement of the arrest war-

girls in a non-conflict situation. The
charges against the Afghan leaders are
serious in nature and include imprison-
ment, enforced disappearance, torture, and
persecution — committed as part of a
widespread and systematic attack on the
female population of Afghanistan. It is
alleged that since coming to power, the
Taliban has denied even basic human
rights to Afghan women and girls.The
Taliban has imposed restrictions on girls
from acquiring education at secondary and
higher levels, prohibited them from taking
jobs, banned their entry into public spaces
such as parks and gyms, and created con-
ditions virtually amounting to gender
apartheid — all as part of a state policy to
vanish women from public life. The ICC’s
arrest warrants are a clear acknowledge-
ment that violence against women in
Afghanistan is criminal in nature rather
than being just cultural or political.Gender
justice requires that crimes that victimise
individuals based on their gender identity
be recognised, prosecuted, and punished.
It is evident that Afghan women have been
facing structural violence for long, which,
ironically, received almost apathy and
ignorance from the international commu-
nity. However, the recent issuance of arrest
warrants indicates that the international

rants will be dependent on international
pressure, diplomatic isolation, and
Afghanistan’s internal political equations.
Although the purpose of warrants will be
truly served when the accused either sur-
render or are arrested, the decision sends a
strong message to other regimes and non-
state actors that systemic, state-sponsored
gender-based oppression will not be toler-
ated. It sets a precedent that could be used
in other contexts — including violent sup-
pression of women protestors in civilian
situations or gender-based crimes in con-
flict zones. It also highlights the growing
recognition of gender-based crimes in
international criminal jurisprudence.From
the acknowledgement of rape as a weapon
of war to the prosecution of forced mar-
riage and sexual slavery in armed conflict,
gender is no longer an overlooked dimen-
sion in assessing atrocities. The ICC’s
arrest warrants against Taliban leaders are
a milestone in the global pursuit of gender
justice. They represent a refusal to nor-
malise the erasure and subjugation of
women and girls and a bold assertion that
gender-based crimes are crimes against
humanity. While justice may be delayed, it
is no longer denied and the voices of
Afghan women are finally echoing in the
halls of international law.



Political tensions are expected to soar as monsoon
session in Parliament kicks off on July 21. The
opposition's INDIA bloc is gearing up to launch a
multi-pronged attack on the government, armed
with a list of pressing issues.During an online
meeting on Saturday, leaders from 24 opposition
parties devised a joint strategy to confront the
government over at least eight significant issues.
These include alleged foreign policy failures,
atrocities in Gaza, and rising crimes against SCs,
STs, women, and minorities. The bloc aims to
highlight these concerns during the session.CPI
general secretary D Raja told PTI that the INDIA
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bloc will press for the restoration of full statehood
to Jammu and Kashmir. Other topics include 'One
Nation, One Poll' and delimitation. The opposi-
tion plans to corner the government on these mat-
ters during the monsoon session.The Pahalgam
terror attack is another key issue for the opposi-
tion. Congress MP Pramod Tiwari emphasized its
significance, stating it affects 140 crore people
and relates to national honour. He criticised the
lack of action against terrorists involved in the
attack since April 22, highlighting an intelligence
failure confession.The INDIA bloc has expressed
concern over Bihar's electoral roll revision exer-
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cise. Opposition parties allege it is being used to
disenfranchise marginalised communities. Tiwari
described this as a threat to voting rights under an
"undeclared Emergency," comparing it to past
currency demonetisation efforts.The government
has shown willingness to discuss Operation
Sindoor in Parliament. However, sources from
PTI suggest Prime Minister Narendra Modi may
not address these issues directly. Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh is expected to provide a
detailed statement on Operation Sindoor during
the session.Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren
Rijiju has assured that the government would
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\ND\AB\oc To Corner Centre On Panalgam Attack. SIR. Kasnmir Issug

respond appropriately during discussions on US
President Donald Trump's remarks about mediat-
ing an India-Pakistan ceasefire. The INDIA bloc
also demands Modi's response on Trump's claims
and Bihar's Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls. The opposition remains determined
to hold the government accountable for various
issues during this parliamentary session. Their
strategy involves raising critical topics such as
national security, electoral integrity, and regional
autonomy while seeking direct responses from
key government figures.

\DA U K Sas B O
N K oo R s

With only a few months left to much-anticipated Bihar
Assembly Elections 2025, Rashtriya Lok Morcha president
and NDA ally Upendra Kushwaha has suggested that Bihar
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar consider stepping back from
his responsibilities as the head of the Janata Dal (United),
allowing him to fully concentrate on governance ahead of
the crucial state elections.Taking to X (formerly Twitter),
Kushwaha extended warm birthday wishes to Nitish
Kumar's son, Nishant Kumar, while simultaneously
expressing a view shared by some within the party. "It may
be time for Nitish ji to delegate party responsibilities so that
his rich administrative experience can be focused on the
development of Bihar," Kushwaha stated.Kushwaha's sug-
gestion was made in the spirit of ensuring JD(U)'s long-
term organisational strength. He remarked that numerous
party workers and leaders believe that a timely transfer of
responsibilities within the party would help energise its
grassroots and prevent any internal drift."The time has
come for a well-thought-out decision that secures JD(U)'s
future. Delay could lead to challenges that are best
addressed proactively,” Kushwaha noted, reiterating his
continued respect for Nitish Kumar's leadership and lega-
cy.Though Kushwaha parted ways with JD(U) in 2023 after
previously merging his Rashtriya Lok Samata Party into it,
he continues to position himself as a constructive voice
within the NDA fold.Responding to the remarks, JD(U)
chief spokesperson Neeraj Kumar welcomed Kushwaha's
suggestions as those of a well-wisher. "Kushwaha ji has
served in important roles under Nitish ji's leadership. His
thoughts reflect concern for the party's continued success,"
he said. Kumar also emphasised that any decision on lead-
ership transition would be taken thoughtfully and in the best
interest of the party and state. The spokesperson added that
JD(U), under Nitish Kumar's guidance, remains committed
to inclusive governance and alliance cohesion.Meanwhile,
opposition leaders seized on the development to repeat ear-
lier claims. RJD's Mrityunjay Tiwari remarked that
Kushwaha's views validate their concerns over Nitish
Kumar's active role in government. He also echoed past
statements encouraging Nishant Kumar to formally enter
politics.However, political observers note that the opposi-
tion's commentary appears aimed more at creating political
noise than offering substantive insight into internal NDA
dynamics.As Bihar moves closer to elections, leaders
across the spectrum are realigning strategies. Within the
NDA, such discussions are being seen as part of healthy
dialogue aimed at strengthening governance and party func-
tioning.Upendra Kushwaha's remarks, delivered with
politeness and strategic foresight, may open the door to
internal introspection.

Y
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Former Andhra Pradesh chief
minister YS Jagan came to the
rescue of his party’s ex MLA
Roja after TDP MLA Gali
Bhanu made a wild comment
against her. Jagan shared an
elaborate note in support of
Raja and he had a strong retort
to the TDP MLA in this con-
text. The shocking verbal abuse
hurled by TDP MLA Gali
Bhanu Prakash against Roja is

yet another example of the| |

deeply rotten culture within the
TDP. Roja, my sister, a two-time
MLA and former minister, was sub-
jected to filthy, degrading, and
offensive language simply for
doing her duty as an opposition

it Rat

The United States authorities have
been amplifying the regulation poli-
cies when it comes to issuance of
new visas and temporary residency
permits. They could be changing up
further with a new merit based pol-
icy for H1B visa henceforth.The
U.S. government may soon change
how H-1B work visas are given.
Currently, visas are selected
through a random lottery. But a new
proposal suggests choosing appli-
cants based on their salaries instead.
This means people who are offered
higher-paying jobs could be given
priority.The Department of
Homeland Security (DHS) has sent
this proposal to the White House for
review. The idea was first intro-
duced during Donald Trump’s pres-

leader and questlonlng those in
power.This is not an isolated inci-
dent. It reflects a dangerous and
recurring pattern within TDP, a
party that systematically targets

women to suppress dissent.
‘[Chandrababu has built his
‘|politics on character assassi-
‘|nation. He rose to power by
|attacking a woman. Ever
[since, personal attacks and
Imisogyny have become the
|TDP’s political trademark.
| Time and again, their leaders
stoop to vulgar abuse and
||sexist intimidation to silence
courageous women who
[speak out.The earlir comment
from the TDP MLA was that
Roja is the kind of person who has
the reputation of doing anything for
the sake of money, and she even did
some antisocial activities for even
72000 back in the day.

3 Vi5a On Merit B

idency under the “Buy
American, Hire American”
policy. It was later canceled
by the Biden administration
in 2021. Now, it may return
in a revised form.Experts
believe this new system
could improve the program
by selecting more skilled
workers. Some studies say it
might increase the pro-
gram’s success by 88%.
However, there are concerns
that small companies, entry-level
workers, or new graduates might be
left behind because they usually
offer lower salaries.If approved,
this rule could affect H-1B visa
selections starting in 2026 or 2027.

The current visa cap for 2026 has
1

already been met, so changes won’t
apply immediately. While this sys-
tem may benefit senior or special-
ized professionals, many fear it may
be unfair to others. The final rule
will depend on public feedback and

legal reviews.
ffl

It is already known that the
Official registered Residence of
Andhra Pradesh chief minister,
Chandrababu Naidu is at the
famous private building in
Undavalli, Amaravati.
However, his son Lokesh has
made a very interesting revela-
tion about the working and per-
sonal life balance between the
two of them.Lokesh revealed
that it happens to be that their|3
office and also House happens
to be in the same building on
different floors, and this brings
an interesting proposition between
the two of them.Lokesh revealed
that the upper section is where the
home is set up while the lower sec-

tion is used for chief minister’s
office. He revealed that the person-
al matters do not enter the office as
there will be no discussion related
to family or personal matters, and at

[1the same time, any political
affairs do not come up at
the home.Lokesh further
added that he refers to
Chandrababu as the boss
and CM Sir while in the
lower section. And in the
upper section of the build-
ing, where the family stays,
Lokesh fondly refers to his
father as Nanna. This is an
interesting revelation from
the young minister, who is
himself a strong member in
the Andhra Pradesh cabinet
now.lt is good to see Chandrababu,
maintain professional and personal
relationship barrier while at the

official level.
= N H B
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