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Heavy rainfall in Rajasthan over the?)ast 24 hours has
resulted in flood-like conditions in several cities, includ-
ing Ajmer, Pushkar, Bundi, Sawai Madhopur, and Pali,
officials said on Saturday.Many villages have been cut
off as rivers, drains, and dams overflowed due to the
intense rain.On Friday night, 17 individuals became
stranded in the Banas River near Golera village in the
Todaraisingh area of Tonk, but they were later rescued by
the State Disaster Response Force (SDRF).In Ajmer's
Dargah area, several people were swept away by the
strong water flow, prompting locals to intervene and res-
cue them.As a result of continuous rainfall in Ajmer, a
dilapidated house collapsed in Lakhan Kotdi on Saturday
morning. Fortunately, the family had vacated the premis-
es the day before due to the appearance of cracks in the
structure, the police said.Meanwhile, Ajmer's Ana Sagar
lake is overflowing as a result of the persistent rain, with
locals using sandbags to try to control the flow.Municipal
Corporation Chief Engineer Vinod Manohar stated that
waterlogging occurred due to the overflow from the
lake's outlets, and the channel gates have been
opened.According to the MeT department, Rajasthan has
received 126 per cent more rainfall than normal since the
start of the monsoon season on June 1.Jaipur MeT
department director Radhey Shyam Sharma indicated
that a depression over eastern Rajasthan is expected to
gradually move toward western Rajasthan, weakening in
the next few hours into a well-marked low-pressure
area.Heavy to very heavy rain is expected in the Jodhpur
division on Saturday, with moderate to heavy rain antic-
ipated in some areas of the Ajmer and Udaipur divisions.
The likelihood of reduced heavy rain activity in the
Bharatpur, Jaipur, Kota, and Bikaner divisions from
Saturday is also strong, Sharma added.He further noted
that a rapid decline in rain activities across the state is
likely from Sunday onward, providing relief from the
heavy downpours for the following week.A new wave of
heavy rain could potentially return to eastern Rajasthan
around July 27-28, the director mentioned.In the last 24
hours, ending at 8.30 am on Saturday, the highest rainfall
recorded was 234.0 mm in Nainwa of Bundi district, fol-
lowed by 230 mm in Merta City of Nagaur, 190 mm in
Mangliawas of Ajmer, 180 mm in Nasirabad of Ajmer,

and 160 mm in Pratapgarh.
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The Election Commission of India has justified its ongoing Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls in Bihar saying it adds to the
purity of the election by "weeding out ineligible persons™ from the elec-
toral rolls.The affidavit filed by the poll panel in a plea challenging the
June 24 order directing SIR of electoral roll pan-India starting from
Bihar, said despite legal concerns Aadhaar, voter card and ration card
were already being considered by the commission for the limited pur-
pose of identity during the SIR-2025 exercise."The SIR exercise adds to
the purity of elections by weeding out ineligible persons from the elec-
toral roll. The entitlement to vote flows from Article 326 read with
Sections 16 and 19 of the RP Act 1950 and Section 62 of the RP Act 1951
which contains certain qualifications with respect to citizenship, age, and
ordinary residency. An ineligible person has no right to vote, and thus,
cannot claim a violation of Articles 19 and 21 in this regard,” the ECI
said in a detailed affidavit.It referred to the July 17 order of the top court
asking the ECI to consider Aadhaar, voter IDs and ration cards for the
purpose of SIR-2025."In addition to the legal concerns already articulat-
ed hereinabove, these documents are, in fact, already being considered
by the Commission for the limited purpose of identity, during the SIR
process,” it said.The ECI continued, "A bare perusal of the enumeration
form issued under the SIR Order reveals that the Aadhaar number may
be voluntarily furnished by a person furnishing the enumeration form.
Such information is utilised for the purpose of identification, in accor-
dance with Section 23(4) of the Representation of the People Act, 1950,
and Section 9 of the Aadhaar (Targeted Delivery of Financial and Other
Subsidies, Benefits.andiervices) Act, 2016." -
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Peace no longer bougnt throug
appeasement n J-K: Jitenara Singh

Ahead of the sixth anniversary of the
abrogation of Article 370, which
removed the special status granted to
Jammu and Kashmir, Union Minister
Jitendra Singh said peace was no
longer bought through appeasement
in the region.In an exclusive video
interview with PTI, Singh said since
the removal of Article 370 from
Jammu and Kashmir, there has been
greater integration of the people of
the region with the rest of the coun-
try."What is not often discussed is
that there is a lot of mental union
happening. For example, a citizen
from Jammu and Kashmir looked at
himself as someone different because
he had been conditioned like that in
his grooming. Now there is a sense of
belonging,” said Singh, a three-term
Lok Sabha member from Udhampur
and Minister of State in the Prime
Minister's Office.He said several
laws that were not applicable to
Jammu and Kashmir because of
Article 370, have been implemented
over the last six years.On August 5,
2019, the Centre abrogated Article
370, which accorded a special status
to the erstwhile state of Jammu and
Kashmir. The government also divid-
ed Jammu and Kashmir into two

Jagdeep Dhankhar's decision to
resign as Vice President on
Monday night has triggered a
firestorm of speculation on
whether there was more to it than
"to prioritise health care", as his
sudden move had capped a day of
events in Rajya Sabha on his
watch which took the govern-
ment by surprise and put it in a
damage-control mode.The usual
effusive praise that is showered
on an occupant of a high office on
his departure was missing from
the ruling alliance's side, an indica-
tion that the government was proba-
bly happy to see him go. It was the
Opposition, which had signed a
notice to impeach him last year for
his alleged biases, that had nice
words for him.Dhankhar had
informed the House on Monday that
he had received a notice for a motion
to remove Justice Yashwant Varma,
who is embroiled in a suspected cor-
ruption case, from 63 opposition
MPs. The Vice President is ex-officio
chairman of the Rajya Sabha.That the
notice went against the government's
plan to marshal a bipartisan motion
for Justice Varma's removal in the
Lok Sabha and not in the Upper
House was made more embarrassing
for the ruling alliance by the fact that
it was an entirely opposition-spon-
sored exercise.Senior government
ministers swung into action by get-
ting many Rajya Sabha MPs of the
BJP and its allies to put their signa-
tures on a document which some
members said was for a similar notice
to ensure that opposition members
alone were not behind the exercise in
the Upper House.Many other signa-

union territories -- Jammu and
Kashmir, and Ladakh.Singh said pre-
vious governments used to indulge in
talks with Pakistan and try to woo
them and would also reach out to the
separatists and finally end wup
nowhere."l think Prime Minister
Modi's government made a huge
departure from this. The result is that
even the erstwhile separatists have
fallen in line. Now, we are in a posi-
tion where peace is no longer bought
through appeasement. It is no longer
a peace bought at the conditions of
the others," he said."It is a peace by
the preference of the government in
India or the people of India," Singh
said.In August 2019, the Union gov-
ernment scrapped the special status
accorded to Jammu and Kashmir
under Article 370 of the Constitution
and carved two union territories from
the state.Singh said the daughters of
Jammu and Kashmir were discrimi-
nated against as they did not have
rights to property of their parents if
they married outside the state."This is
no longer the case now," he said,
adding that the abrogation of Article
370 made sure that laws applicable in
the rest of the country were effective
in Jammu and Kashmir as well.He

tories kept mum, while a few stated
that they were not aware of the
details as they signed a paper that did
not carry details of the matter, draw-
ing the conjecture that it was related
to Dhankhar. A couple of senior lead-
ers, however, insisted that it was all
aimed at ensuring that National
Democratic Alliance MPs were also
part of the notice for Varma's
removal.Another development that
suggested the government's unhappi-
ness with Dhankhar was the absence
of the Leader of House in Rajya
Sabha, J P Nadda, and Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju from
the meeting of the Business Advisory
Committee, which includes members
of different parties and decides on the
House agenda, at 4.30 PM on
Monday.The meeting, which was
chaired by Dhankhar, was held as an
earlier meeting, which Nadda and
Rijiju had attended, could not arrive
at a decision on the House's final
agenda.Congress leader and Rajya
Sabha MP Jairam Ramesh speculated
in a post on X that something serious
clearly occurred between 1 PM and
4.30 PM, which prompted Nadda and

said refugees from Pakistan too were
deprived of citizenship despite the
same section of population giving
India two prime ministers and one
deputy prime minister -- Inder Kumar
Gujral and Manmohan Singh, and L
V Advani, respectively."This is a
huge, huge unravelling happening,
not only vis-a-vis the Constitution,
democracy, but also by the norms of
human dignity. So, all that stands cor-
rected,” Singh said. The minister said
even among common citizens of
Jammu and Kashmir, there is a sense
of belonging with the rest of the
country."That is the reason you see
most of the youth from Jammu and
Kashmir are doing very well for
themselves across the sectors, across
the country,” Singh said.He said ter-
rorism had disrupted development in
Jammu and Kashmir."Many of the
projects, particularly in Kashmir val-
ley, got stalled because of the condi-
tions that were there. For the first
time, rail arrived in J&K way back in
1972. But then we have to wait for
more than five decades. Again, Prime
Minister Modi came in, took a firm
resolve to take the train to Kashmir
valley," Singh said.

I t |
Rijiju to skip the BAC "delib-
erately”. This naturally did not
go well with Dhankhar, he
claimed.Nadda told reporters
that both of them were busy in
official work and had
informed the Rajya Sabha
Chairman's office about it.A
few BJP members were also
critical of Dhankhar's decision
to allow the Leader of
Opposition in Rajya Sabha,
Mallikarjun Kharge, to launch
a sharp attack on the govern-
ment over Operation Sindoor during
the Zero Hour when the ruling
alliance had already expressed its
willingness for a discussion on the
issue.At 9.25 PM on Monday,
Dhankhar (74) announced his resig-
nation "to prioritise health care and
abide by medical advice".Barring
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who
put out a brief post, most of the lead-
ing government figures refrained
from offering any comment.Modi
said on X, "Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji
has got many opportunities to serve
our country in various capacities,
including as the Vice President of
India. Wishing him good
health."Opposition MP Kapil Sibal,
long a bitter critic of Dhankhar, laud-
ed him as a nationalist and patriot.He
wanted the opposition and the gov-
ernment to work together to enhance
India's standing in the world, the sen-
ior lawyer said.Many leaders are of
the view that the ties between
Dhankhar and the government might
have got strained over a period of
time, but there is little clarity on the
reasons for these differences.
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Acrtificial intelligence is the oming technological
revolution in the globe currently and it has started to
grab the attention all over now. In this context,
ChatGPT is now processing an incredible 2.5 billion
prompts every day across the world. This means
users are relying on it nearly one trillion times a
year.In the United States alone, around 330 million
prompts are sent daily. What’s even more impressive
IS how quickly this growth happened in just eight
months, daily usage more than doubled from 1 bil-
lion in December 2024 to 2.5 billion by July
2025.The number of weekly active users also shot
up, going from 300 million in late 2024 to over 500
million by March 2025. This shows that ChatGPT is
no longer just a tool for fun or curiosity people now
use it daily for tasks like writing, coding, research-
ing, learning, and chatting.To understand its size,
compare it to Google, which handles about 13 to 16
billion searches a day. That means ChatGPT now
processes around 15-20% of Google’s daily volume
a huge leap for an Al assistant.OpenAl is also work-
ing on new features like the ChatGPT Agent, which
can complete tasks on behalf of users, and an Al-
powered web browser, signaling that ChatGPT may
soon compete even more directly with traditional
search engines.

Pulasa Fish @ Godavan:
Why 15 1t So Costly?

seafood and also culturally significant Pulasa fish.
This happens to be one of the most priced assets of
the Godavari region, and the same is on display again
as this super famous fish variety has returned to the
Godavari waters.With the arrival of the monsoon sea-
son, the Pulasa fish festival has also returned to the
area. In this context, a Pulasa fish weighing 2 kg was
sold for a huge amount of 222,000 in an auction held
at Yanam. This fish is very special and is only avail-
able for a short time from July to August every year.
Pulasa is not just any fish. It is considered a rare and
tasty delicacy, especially in the Godavari districts of
Andhra Pradesh.Every monsoon season, the Pulasa
fish swims from the Bay of Bengal into the Godavari
River to lay eggs. This natural journey happens only
once a year and creates a lot of excitement among
fish lovers.People in the region wait eagerly for this
season, as they believe Pulasa caught during this time
IS the tastiest. The fish is known for its soft texture
and rich flavour, which makes it very expensive.The
arrival of Pulasa turns into a celebration in the
Godavari region, with many people willing to pay
high prices just to taste it. For locals, it’s not just
about eating fish it’s about enjoying a seasonal tradi-
tion that brings joy and pride every year.
N
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India's passport has made a notable
improvement in the Henley
Passport Index 2025. It has moved
up eight places from 85th to 77th,
despite gaining only two more visa
free destinations. This means Indian
passport holders now have access to
59 countries without needing a prior
visa. These include popular travel
destinations like Malaysia, Indone
sia, the Maldives and Thailand,
which offer visa-free access.
Additionally countries such as Sri
Lanka, Macau and Myanmar pro-
vide visa on arrival (VOA) options.
The Henley Passport Index ranks
passports based on the number of
destinations their holders can visit
without needing a visa. Singapore
holds the top spot, granting access
to 193 destinations, followed by
Japan and South Korea with access
to 190 countries. Seven European
countries  Denmark, Finland,
France, Germany, Ireland, Italy and
Spain share third place with access
to 189 countries each.At the bottom
of the index, Afghanistan ranks the

:

model by the government of India,
several independent vendors across
the country have been receiving vari-
ous GST notices for massive amounts

24 THURSDAY JULY 2025

tRanks H

lowest, with visa-free access to just
25 destinations. Meanwhile the
United Kingdom and the United
States, once holding the top posi-
tions have dropped one spot each
and now rank 6th and 10th respec-
tively. The UK offers visa-free
access to 186 destinations, while the
US passport allows access to 182
destinatio ns.Saudi Arabia has seen
the biggest improvement, adding
four destinations to its tally, bring-
ing its total to 91. China, on the

of money.In this con-
text, we have a veg-
etable vendor in
Bengaluru, who has
reach GST notice for
an amount of ?29 lakh.
He has been dealt with
a major shocker as he
received this massive
fine from the GST
authorities, a short
while back and is
compelled to pay the
same now.This man reportedly sold
vegetable produce were ?1.63 crore
over the last four years. This triggered
the GST Council and he invited a fine
amounting to ?29 lakh.This is primari-
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other hand, has risen 34 places since
2015, now ranking 60th, though it
still lacks access to Europe's
Schengen Area.Dr. Juerg Steffen
CEO of Henley & Partners, noted
that there is an increasing demand
for alternative residence and citi-
zenship options, particularly from
US and UK nationals. As geopoliti-
cal uncertainties grow, mobility and
citizenship planning have become
crucial for securing broader global
access and stability.

ly due to the fact that vegetable had
been receiving payments online
through UPI from his customers, and
this turned out to be a crucial cause
against him.The vendor has been say-
ing that he is unaware of the kind
notices that are going to be issued by
the GST Council, and that is the rea-
son why he accepted the UPI pay-
ments in the first place.lt has to be
seen if he would be getting any sort of
relief from the GST council regarding
this payment that he has been com-
pelled to pay.After this incident, sever-
al vendors across the Bengaluru city
have stopped taking online payments
in order to avoid coming on the radar
of the GST Council.

Gooole Al GIving Headache To Websites:

All the while, websites used to

publishers. Some companies

serve as the crucial data pool for
information and communications.
But the introduction of the Google
Al for information has become a
major bane in the website indus-
try.Google’s Al Overviews are
short, Al-generated answers that

appear at the top of Google Search|
results. Instead of just showing
website links, Google now pro-
vides a summary of information
using artificial intelligence. This
feature helps users get quick
answers without needing to click
on different websites.These sum-
maries were first introduced as part of
an  experiment called Search
Generative Experience in 2023. In
May 2024, they officially became a
regular part of Google Search under
the name “Al Overviews.” They are
now available in more than 100 coun-
tries, including India, and support
many languages. Users can even

in Europe have even filed

legal complaints against
Google, saying it’s unfair
and hurting their

business.There are also con-
cerns about copyright. Some
people say Google is using
their content without permis-
sion. However, Google says
they include links to the orig-
inal sources, so the creators
still get credit. Another issue
IS accuracy sometimes the Al
gives wrong or strange

choose how simple or detailed they
want the answers to be.While helpful
for users, Al Overviews have caused
problems for many websites and pub-
lishers. Since users get the answers
directly from Google, fewer people are
visiting the original websites. This has
led to a big drop in web traffic and ad
income for many news and content

answers, like once suggest-
ing to add glue to pizza. Google says
these mistakes are rare and it is work-
ing to improve the system.Overall,
Google’s Al Overviews aim to make
search faster and easier. But they are
also changing how people use the
internet and raising serious concerns
among publishers, regulators, and
users alike.
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