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The Election Commiss
ion of India has justified§
its ongoing  Specialf§
Intensive Revision (SIR) R
of electoral rolls in Bihar &
saying it adds to the puri- [
ty of the election by
"weeding out ineligible [EHE
persons” from the elec- ;
toral rolls.The affidavit@&3E FC'!'IMI com
filed by the poll panel in
a plea challenging thef™
June 24 order directingfi s : : ~( :

SIR of electoral roll pan- Ind|a startlng from Blhar said desplte legal
concerns Aadhaar, voter card and ration card were already being con-
sidered by the commission for the limited purpose of identity during the
SIR-2025 exercise."The SIR exercise adds to the purity of elections by
weeding out ineligible persons from the electoral roll. The entitlement
to vote flows from Article 326 read with Sections 16 and 19 of the RP
Act 1950 and Section 62 of the RP Act 1951 which contains certain
qualifications with respect to citizenship, age, and ordinary residency.
An ineligible person has no right to vote, and thus, cannot claim a vio-
lation of Articles 19 and 21 in this regard,” the ECI said in a detailed
affidavit.It referred to the July 17 order of the top court asking the ECI
to consider Aadhaar, voter IDs and ration cards for the purpose of SIR-
2025."In addition to the legal concerns already articulated hereinabove,
these documents are, in fact, already being considered by the
Commission for the limited purpose of identity, during the SIR
process," it said. The ECI continued, "A bare perusal of the enumeration
form issued under the SIR Order reveals that the Aadhaar number may
be voluntarily furnished by a person furnishing the enumeration form.
Such information is utilised for the purpose of identification, in accor-
dance with Section 23(4) of the Representation of the People Act, 1950,
and Section 9 of the Aadhaar (Targeted Delivery of Financial and Other
Subsidies, Benefits and Services) Act, 2016."Section 23(4) of the
Representation of the People Act, 1950 stipulates the “electoral regis-
tration officer may for the purpose of establishing the identity of any
person require that such person may furnish the Aadhaar number given
by the Unique Identification Authority of India as per the provisions of
the Aadhaar (Targeted Delivery of Financial and Other Subsidies,
Benefits and Services) Act, 2016".0n the other hand, Section 9 of the
2016 Act says Aadhaar number is not evidence of citizenship or domi-
cile, etc. The ECI affidavit said each and every existing elector has the
same opportunity to provide all documents including proof of eligibili-
ty to the booth level officer (BLO) at their place of residence.”No elec-
tor is put through any hardship in comparison to the persons mentioned
above. The same methodology has been utilised for all past SIRs as
well. Moreover, the BLOs, BLAs (booth level agents), and volunteers
are actively facilitating the obtaining of eligibility documents for all
genuine electors who require assistance...," it said.The poll panel said
as on July 18, of the 7,89,69,844 existing electors in Bihar, enumeration
forms from 7,11,72,660 electors, constituting 90.12 per cent, had
already been collected.”Accounting for deceased individuals, perma-
nently shifted electors, and those enrolled in more than one place, the
Form collection phase of the SIR has effectively covered 94.68 per cent
of the nearly 7.9 crore-strong electorate in Bihar. The electorate who are
untraceable despite multiple visits by the BLOs constitute a mere 0.01
percent of the total electors. As on July 18, 2025, only 5.2 percent elec-
tors remain to submit their filled EFs before the July 25 deadline,” it
said.The poll panel assured of making "all possible efforts” to include
all those eligible in the electoral roll and as a special effort, political par-
ties were given the list of electors, whose enumeration forms had not
been received, in order to trace them and get their enumeration forms
through their BLAS.NGO Association of Democratic Reforms and
other petitioners, including leaders of various political parties and
members of civil society, argued that the June 24 orders violates funda-
mental rights of citizens.The ECI refuted the claims saying no discrim-
ination could be alleged.”So far as Articles 14 and 325 are concerned,
there is no violation as no person is being discriminated against on the
basis of race, caste, religion, or sex, nor is there unequal treatment given
to persons otherwise equal and seeking to be enrolled,” it said.Further,
the poll panel said persons who featured in the 2003 electoral roll had
already undergone scrutiny through the previous intensive revision and
remained electors since then.As a result, it said, they did not constitute
the same class of persons whose names feature in the electoral roll of
January 2025."Thus, no claim of violation of Article 14 can be made,”
it said.The poll panel said any person unable to submit an eligibility
document by July 26, could do it in the claims and objections period
and there was no discriminatory treatment meted out to ordinary voters
as compared to the distinguished persons such as members of judiciary
and public representatives as their documents were being collected
from home.On July 10, the top court asked the ECI to consider Aadhaar,
voter ID and ration cards as valid documents during its ongoing SIR of
electoral rolls in Bihar, set to go to polls later this year.
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Jagdeep Dhankhar's decision to
resign as Vice President on
Monday night has triggered a
firestorm of speculation on
whether there was more to it
than "to prioritise health care",
as his sudden move had capped
a day of events in Rajya Sabha
on his watch which took the
government by surprise and put
it in a damage-control
mode.The usual effusive praise
that is showered on an occupant
of a high office on his departure
was missing from the ruling
alliance's side, an indication
that the government was proba-
bly happy to see him go. It was
the Opposition, which had
signed a notice to impeach him
last year for his alleged biases,
that had nice words for
him.Dhankhar had informed the
House on Monday that he had
received a notice for a motion to
remove Justice Yashwant
Varma, who is embroiled in a
suspected corruption case, from
63 opposition MPs. The Vice
President is ex-officio chairman
of the Rajya Sabha.That the
notice went against the govern-
ment's plan to marshal a biparti-
san motion for Justice Varma's
removal in the Lok Sabha and
not in the Upper House was
made more embarrassing for the
ruling alliance by the fact that it
was an entirely opposition-
sponsored exercise.Senior gov-
ernment ministers swung into
action by getting many Rajya
Sabha MPs of the BJP and its
allies to put their signatures on a
document which some mem-
bers said was for a similar
notice to ensure that opposition
members alone were not behind

UK FTA

26 SATURDAY JULY 2025

RI Gl

the exercise in the Upper
House.Many other signato-
ries kept mum, while a few
stated that they were not
aware of the details as they
signed a paper that did not
carry details of the matter,
drawing the conjecture that it
was related to Dhankhar. A
couple of senior leaders,
however, insisted that it was all
aimed at ensuring that National
Democratic Alliance MPs were
also part of the notice for
Varma's removal.Another
development that suggested the
government's unhappiness with
Dhankhar was the absence of
the Leader of House in Rajya
Sabha, J P Nadda, and
Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Kiren Rijiju from the meeting
of the Business Advisory
Committee, which includes
members of different parties
and decides on the House agen-
da, at 4.30 PM on Monday.The
meeting, which was chaired by
Dhankhar, was held as an earli-
er meeting, which Nadda and
Rijiju had attended, could not
arrive at a decision on the
House's final agenda.Congress
leader and Rajya Sabha MP
Jairam Ramesh speculated in a
post on X that something seri-
ous clearly occurred between 1
PM and 4.30 PM, which
prompted Nadda and Rijiju to
skip the BAC "deliberately".
This naturally did not go well
with Dhankhar, he claimed.
Nadda told reporters that both
of them were busy in official
work and had informed the
Rajya Sabha Chairman's office
about itA few BJP members
were also critical of Dhankhar's
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decision to allow the Leader of
Opposition in Rajya Sabha,
Mallikarjun Kharge, to launch a
sharp attack on the government
over Operation Sindoor during
the Zero Hour when the ruling
alliance had already expressed
its willingness for a discussion
on the issue.At 9.25 PM on
Monday, Dhankhar  (74)
announced his resignation "to
prioritise health care and abide
by medical advice".Barring
Prime Minister Narendra Modli,
who put out a brief post, most of
the leading government figures
refrained from offering any
comment.Modi said on X, "Shri
Jagdeep Dhankhar Ji has got
many opportunities to serve our
country in various capacities,
including as the Vice President
of India. Wishing him good
health."Opposition MP Kapil
Sibal, long a bitter critic of
Dhankhar, lauded him as a
nationalist and patriot.He want-
ed the opposition and the gov-
ernment to work together to
enhance India's standing in the
world, the senior lawyer
said.Many leaders are of the
view that the ties between
Dhankhar and the government
might have got strained over a
period of time, but there is little
clarity on the reasons for these
differences.
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Bhagalpur silk, Pashmina
shawls, Kolhapuri chappal,
and Thanjavur dolls will now
prominently appear on
shelves in malls and shops
across Britain, as the India-
UK free trade agreement will &
provide duty concessions to a |af
host of traditional products
manufactured here.Other
such goods, which will bene- |55
fit from the pact, include
Baluchari sarees (West
Bengal), Bandhini (Gujarati
tie-dye textile art), Kanchipuram
sarees, and Tiruppur
knitwear."Bhagalpur silk (Bihar)
is known for its lustrous texture
and exquisite craftsmanship. This
niche product will find a thriving
market in the UK through the
India-UK FTA, enhancing export
opportunities and immensely ben-
efiting the local artisans of
Bihar," an official said.In the agri
sector, items like makhana, shahi
litchi, araku coffee, and Kashmiri
saffron will gain greater access to
the UK market."With duty elimi-
nation, Araku Coffee will have a
larger market in the UK, boosting

exports of this organlc high-alti
tude coffee and supporting local
farmers and communities in the
region," the official
said.Similarly, Indian toys, such
as Natugram dolls (West Bengal),
Sikki grass craft (Bihar),
Thanjavur dolls (Tamil Nadu),
and Channapatna toys and dolls
(Karnataka), will get a major
export boost.Footwear like
Vellore chappals (Tamil Nadu),
Shantiniketan leather (West
Bengal), and Kolhapuri footwear
(Maharashtra) will gain easier
access to the UK market, enhanc-
ing demand for these traditional

footwear."Kolhapuri
footwear, with its Gl
(Geographical Indication)
tag, will see greater
_|demand in the UK, boost-
"1 _|ing the export of tradi-
~Jltional handcrafted shoes
il and supporting local arti-
I8 |sans while promoting
il Maharasht ra’s rich craft
herltage the official
§ |added.Further, greater
marker access will be
= _menjoyed by Morbi ceram-
ics (Gujarat), Bulandshahr’s
Khurja pottery, and Kashmir’s
premium willow bats (J&K) in
Britain.The pact, officially called
a Comprehensive Economic and
Trade Agreement, was signed in
the presence of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and British Prime
Minister Keir Starmer in
London.Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal and his
British counterpart Jonathan
Reynolds inked the agreement.lIt
will now require approval from
the British Parliament before it
can take effect. The process may
take about a year.
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A 33 year old ag‘trél‘oger Hemanth Kumar Muneppa was
arrested in Hicksville, New York. He is accused of scamming
a 68year old woman out of $62,000. The woman believed
that evil spirits were haunting her. Muneppa posed as a for-
tune teller and claimed to be able to remove the
spirits.Muneppa ran a business called Anjana Ji. It offered
services like astrology, evil spirit removal and love spells.
The victim had already paid $20,000 for psychic services.
She was about to withdraw an additional $42,000 when bank
employees became suspicious.The staff at the bank alerted
the police. Muneppa had driven the woman to the bank.
Authorities arrested him on the spot. He faces charges of
grand larceny and attempted grand larceny. He has also been
charged with two misdemeanor counts of fortune
telling.Muneppa pleaded not guilty during his arraignment.
He was released without bail. He was ordered to wear an
ankle monitor. The case is still under investigation.
Authorities warn people to be cautious of similar scams.The
scam involved exploiting the woman’s fear of evil spirits.
Muneppa used this fear to defraud her. The police continue
to investigate the case.
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It is an established predicament that two major caste commu-
nities of historically ruled Andhra Pradesh and Telangana for
many decades now. The two communities in discussion are
the Reddy and Kamma community.However, this topic came
to discussion as Ramachandra Yadav, who has launched his
own political party in Andhra Pradesh in the name of BCY.
On the occasion, he made a set of wild comments regarding
the Cast centric community building exercise in Andhra
Pradesh.Three pointed out that the two major communities in
the state, which happened to be Reddy and Kamma must be
banned from politics.While this statement has grabbed the
negative attention all over it is now becoming a topic of fur-
ther discussion on social media as well. It is being reported
that the two major communities that have historically been at
the centre of the politics in the Telugu states simply can’t be
banned.It is further reported that some of the most historic
chief minister in Andhra Pradesh history, including Senior
NTR, Chandrababu Naidu and YS Jagan have created a large
legacy for themselves and cannot be replaced. At the top of
the chain, we have the Rajasekhar Reddy image, which can-
not be differentiated from Telugu state politics.It has to be
seen what kind of a further debate this topic would bring now
as people are already commenting against the same now.
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Sundar Pichai, the CEO of
Alphabet Inc. and its subsidiary
Google, has crossed a major finan-
cial milestone, joining the ranks of
billionaires. The remarkable rise in
Alphabet’s stock prices has boost-
ed Pichai’s net worth to$1.1 bil-
lion, with some estimates from
Forbes putting it at$1.2 billion.
This impressive wealth accumula-
tion comes at a time when
Alphabet’s market value has sur-
passed$1 trillion, marking an
extraordinary achievement for the
company.The surge in Alphabet’s
stock price, which saw a 4.1% rise
recently, can be attributed to the
company's strong earnings report,
fueled by a high demand for artifi-
cial intelligence (Al) across its
operations. Since the start of 2023,
Alphabet has experienced a rapid
rally in its stock price returning
120% to its investors, adding
over$1 trillion to its market capi-
talization.Alphabet's growth has
been significantly impacted by the
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rise of Al technologies which have
not only enhanced Google’s core
business but also propelled other
Alphabet divisions, such as cloud
computing into a period of rapid
expansion. In its second-quarter
earnings report, Alphabet revealed
profits 0f$28.2 billion on revenues
0f$96.4 billion. Sundar Pichai,
speaking about the company’s per-
formance, emphasized the role of
Al in driving Alphabet's momen-
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tum. "Al is posi-
tively impacting
every part of the
business, driving
strong momen-
tum," he
said.Sundar
Pichai’s rise to
billionaire status
Is especially
noteworthy
given that he is a
non-founder
CEO. Unlike
tech moguls
such as Mark Zuckerberg of Meta
and Jensen Huang of Nvidia, who
gained their fortunes through equi-
ty stakes in their companies,
Pichai's wealth is largely due to his
leadership and the financial growth
of Alphabet. This achievement
places him in rare company within
the tech world, where CEO salaries
and bonuses can often reflect com-
pany growth, but few reach billion-
aire status without being a founder.

The Trump Effect: Forelqn buyers, especial-
\ from India and China Going Back Now

The Donald Trump administration
in the United States is marked with
several reforms at the administra-
tive level which is showing a signif-
icant impact on the immigration
population across the country.
Foreign buyers, especially from
India and China, are now stepping

Tech giant Meta has dropped
one of its most significant
technological advancements
when it comes to wearable
smart devices and here is allo-
cated to the story behind
the.Meta has unveiled a
groundbreaking wristband that
lets users control computers
using hand gestures without
even needing to move their fin-
gers. This futuristic device,
developed by Meta Reality
Labs, is called the SEMG-RD
wristband and uses surface
electromyography (SEMG)
technology.It works by detecting
electrical signals from the muscles
in the forearm. These signals are
sent by the brain when a person
intends to move their fingers or
hand. The band can pick up these

back from buying
homes in the United
States. This change is
mainly because of
new policies intro-
duced by Donald
Trump after returning
as U.S. President in
2025.His administra-
tion has made immi-
gration rules stricter,
added new taxes (tar-
iffs) on foreign coun-
tries, and placed more
limits on overseas investments in
U.S. real estate. These actions have
made international investors feel
uncertain and unsafe about putting
money into American properties.
One major example is Canada. In
May 2025, searches by Canadians
for homes in the U.S. dropped by

tiny signals even if the hand stays
still and turn them into digital com-
mands.With this wristband, users
can perform actions like moving a
mouse cursor, clicking, typing,
swiping, rotating their wrist, or
even writing in the air. It allows air-

26.4%, continuing a four-month
decline. This started after Trump
added a 25% tax on Canadian
goods. Buyers from many countries
are feeling the impact, and fewer
people are looking to buy homes in
the U.S.Even though foreign invest-
ment in U.S. real estate reached $56
billion between April 2024 and
March 2025—33% more than the
previous year most of that came
before the new rules were
announced. Now, with these
changes, experts believe that future
investment from countries like
Canada, China, and India could
drop even more.In short, the combi-
nation of high home loan rates,
political tensions, and strict rules is
making it harder for foreign buyers
to invest in U.S. housing, which
could hurt the real estate market.
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writing at a speed of
about 20.9 words per
minute. The wristband
doesn’t need individual
calibration because it
has been trained on data
from over 10,000 users,
making it work immedi-

ately on most
hands.Meta says this
technology could
change how people

interact with devices,
especially in virtual and
augmented reality envi-
ronments. Instead of
traditional keyboards or touch-
screens, users could soon control
computers and AR glasses with just
gestures. This could make digital
interaction faster, more intuitive,
and accessible for everyone.
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