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Monsoon musings In an age of climate crisis: Between peril ang posswb\

In Alfred Tennyson’s Morte d’Arthur, a
wounded and dying King Arthur tells Sir
Belvedere, one of his most loyal knights
and the only Knight of the Round Table to
survive the battle of Camlann, “I am going
a long way.../ To the island-valley of
Avilion;/ Where falls not hail, or rain, or
any snow,/ Nor ever wind blows loudly;
but it lies/ Deep-meadowed, happy, fair
with orchard lawns/ And bowery hollows
crowned with summer sea,/Where | will
heal me of my grievous wounds.”Clearly,
King Aurther did not associate rain —as
indeed hail, snow and loud wind — with
an idyllic place. Many, this writer is sure,
would share his view. Rain can be trying,
putting one under house arrest while it
pours. And it can pour for a long time. This
writer had once been stuck in the moun-
tains for 36 hours when sheets of water
descended from the sky causing a flash
flood below and burying 18 persons in a
couple of landslides.Things, doubtless, are
rarely so grim, though cloudbursts and

A Democrac

Gandhi foresaw the flaws in elections,
long before independence. Today’s
youth must rediscover that vision to
revive a nation straying from its found-
ing ideals The 20th century was, along
with great strides in science and tech-
nology, World War | and World War 1,
also the witness of liberation move-
ments, social reforms, democracies tak-
ing root, and —most importantly —the
emergence of high aspirations, hopes of
progress and development in practically
every newly liberated country.There
were great expectations for the creation
of a world of peace, harmony, social
synchronisation, and religious amity.
Gandhi, Mandela, Martin Luther King
Jr, and many others on the political side,
along with scientists like Einstein, Niels
Bohr, and several leading personalities
on various fronts, ignited a picture of a
beautiful, better, and harmonious
world. The UNO (now UN) was created
and was projected as the global deci-
sion-making body that would be moral-
ly and ethically equipped enough to
prevent hatred, violence, and wars.
There would be social, moral, and ethi-
cal emancipation, and inhuman prac-
tices like apartheid, untouchability, and
racial and religious discrimination
would vanish from the face of the earth.
This was the general perception also
during the Indian freedom struggle.
Unfortunately, the dawn of independent
India was swathed in bloodshed, hatred,
violence, and terrible loss of human
life. India suffered immensely in parti-
tion. Worst was the distrust generated
between the two major communities —
the removal of which has certainly
impacted the pace of India’s
progress.There were challenges of
poverty, illiteracy, lack of resources,
and many others. But hopes did not
diminish at any stage. They remained
high not only in India but among the
people of all the exploited and humiliat-
ed nations that had been squeezed for
centuries by the inhuman colonial
regimes all over the world, particularly
by the Europeans. In India, the common
man perceived a system of governance
that would be free from corruption,
infliction of humiliation in Government
offices, and where the police would no
longer be a dreaded entity. How could

flash floods are becoming increasingly
common as climate change progresses
apace, with leaders pontificating, and
action hobbling far behind expressions of
resolve to take much-needed steps, Floods
are becoming a regular feature of life and
taking a deadly toll. The one sweeping
through parts of Texas in the United States
on July 4, 2025, has claimed at least 135
lives.Flash floods are set to becoming reg-
ular occurrences (say, at least once a year),
at a time when profit and not necessity is
the mother of invention and necessity is
increasingly defined by advertising and the
possessions of the Joneses. Deluge man-
agement, therefore, is set to spawn new
products and perhaps, even industries.
Consider, for example, houses designed
like mini-Noah’s Arks to float with surging
waters.The question arises as to what hap-
pens when the water recedes and the float-
ing homes are stranded far away from
where they were originally. Ingenuity,
however, can move homes as faith can
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our own people in routine Government
jobs exploit us when they would be
working in a Government headed by
our own people? People had full faith in
the sincerity, honesty, and integrity of
their leadership. In India, expectations
were extremely high: once we were a
free nation, there would be no corrup-
tion, no injustice, no humiliation or dis-
crimination on the basis of caste and
creed — and, most importantly, no
untouchability; no ban on entry into
temples or denial of movement on cer-
tain roads. Who could have envisioned
the future of India in greater depth than
Mahatma Gandhi? In a letter he wrote
in 1922, he envisioned the realistic situ-
ation that was to unfold once independ-
ence was achieved: “We should remem-
ber that immediately on the attainment
of freedom, our people are not going to
secure happiness. As we become inde-
pendent, all the defects of the system of
elections, injustice, the tyranny of the
richer classes, as also the burden of run-
ning administration, are bound to come
upon us. People would begin to feel that
during those days, there was more jus-
tice, there was better administration,
there was peace, and there was honesty
to a great extent among the administra-
tors compared to the days after inde-
pendence. The only benefit of inde-
pendence, however, would be that we
would get rid of slavery and the blot of
insult resulting therefrom.”Further:
“But there is hope, if education spreads
throughout the country. From that, peo-
ple would develop from their childhood
qualities of pure conduct, God-fearing
nature, and love. Swaraj would give us
happiness only when we attain success
in the task. Otherwise, India would
become the abode of grave injustice and
tyranny of the rulers.” | could never
properly comprehend the first one of
the above four: defects of elections!
How could he talk of the defects of

move mountains. Caterpillar tracks, as in
tanks, would enable them to return negoti-
ating rough terrains and battery-driven
engines can move them forward.Mao Ze-
dong would perhaps frown in the hereafter
(one wonders whether he has made it to
heaven!) watching a thousand companies
bloom against his hundred flowers.Or
would he? He may have ceased to care
given the capitalist trajectory China’s
economy has taken in the post-Deng
Xiaoping era. In any case, history shows
that nostrums are ephemeral and argu-
ments on politics and economics can
stretch from here to eternity. Hence, back
to the monsoon and rains, celebrated both
In poetry and songs, ranging from the res-
onant majesty of Tagore’s song-and-dance
drama, Barshamangal, to the lilting sound
of Robert Redford as Sundance kid cycling
and singing “Raindrops keep falling on my
head” in the 1969 film, “Butch Cassidy
and the Sundance Kid” in which Paul
Newman acted as the former.The celebra-

Ulturated an

elections in 19227 His apprehension has
proved most accurate on this count, and
it iIs impacting the other three just as
menacingly. Having gone through
numerous elections at the national,
state, and panchayat levels, it has
become fully clear to one and all that
democratic functioning — and reaping
its fruits judiciously — requires elec-
tions to be conducted in a transparent
manner with honesty and integrity, in a
purely sound moral and ethical environ-
ment.The nation has repeatedly wit-
nessed how political parties focus atten-
tion on openly attempting to create their
own clusters of people on the basis of
all that was not expected of them by the
Constitution of India, and in fact, was
clearly prohibited.The caste combina-
tions, communal angle, regional and
linguistic appeals to the voters are being
openly practised. The rise of such prac-
tices began to flourish only after the
dilution of Gandhian values became
visible all around, after around two
decades of independence. Luminaries
like Sardar Patel, Dr Rajendra Prasad,
Lal Bahadur Shastri, Dr Bidhan
Chandra Roy, and Pandit Govind
Ballabh Pant had gone. The generations
of young leaders had witnessed that
winning elections was the first step
towards power, authority, perks, and
privileges — and finally, assets and the
rise of their near and dear ones. Drifting
towards that was not tough. Gradually,
they witnessed that power meant per-
sonalised economic blooming, and law
— exceptions apart — could not touch
you once you had held positions of
power.My keenness to understand this
transformation — and how Gandhi
could predict it — led me to the privi-
lege of interacting with several fortu-
nate persons who had worked with him
in their younger days. They told me two
things. Firstly, he had studied the
British election system very carefully
and thoroughly. Secondly, he under-
stood the psyche of Indians very well.
The British, as a part of their unwritten
policy, permitted the “universalisation
of corruption” in the lower administra-
tive Government positions, including
judiciary, police, and administration.
These two, taken together, gave him a
very clear futuristic picture. Now it is

tion of the monsoon is hardly surprising. It
is a cliché that the world would die without
it. It is, however, a cliché with more than a
massive kernel of truth, which becomes
clear when one ponders the havoc — from
crop failure to forest fires — that droughts
inflict. While the increasing frequency of
droughts is a cause for worry, so are the
deluges that follow monsoons. But then
the season of rains can also be fun.
Consider dancing and getting drenched as
the skies open up. It is a special time for
romance. A famous poem by Rabindranath
Tagore runs, “Emon dine tare bola jaye/
emon ghor ghana barishaye/ Emon dine
mon khola jaye/ Emon meghswhare badal
jharjhare/ Tapanhin ghana tamashaye.”
This writer’s translation of the same would
read, “One can tell her on a day like this/
In this intense and dense rain/ One can
open one’s heart on a day like this/ Amid
the voice of clouds and the pouring rain/ In
this sunless and dense darkness.”

active mind

widely understood how he could visu-
alise what we are witnessing today in
practically every election. Every Indian
knows what the “defects of elections”
are.l had the privilege of listening to
Pandit Nehru waving at the admiring
public from the train in Hardoi during
the 1952 elections, as a nine-year-old. It
was only by the third general election of
1962 that | understood what it really
meant — and how it ought to be con-
ducted.By this time, some of my uni-
versity friends had devoted consider-
able time and energy to understanding
politics and political ideologies, and
some had even acquired membership of
certain political parties.There was
tremendous respect for individual lead-
ers — they had given their all but had
snatched nothing from the people for
themselves. This was so very well pre-
sented in the Lok Sabha by Acharya JB
Kripalani while presenting the first no-
confidence motion against the Nehru
Government after the Chinese invasion
and the routing of the Indian armed
resistance — and, more importantly, the
total dismantling of the non-alignment
policy, as well as India’s China policy.
Kripalani referred to a statement by ex-
Congress President UN Dhebar, who
had publicly stated that our Plans had
made “the rich richer and the poor poor-
er.”He went on to state that the Prime
Minister accepted that the rich had
become richer but refused to accept that
the poor had become poorer. Where do
we stand today on these counts? If 800
million people need free ration, their
life is certainly deficient in self-respect.
Another former Congress President,
taking part in the debate, was
Purushottam Das Tandon, whom Pandit
Nehru never liked because of his admi-
ration for and adoption of Indian cultur-
al traditions. He also highlighted the
menacing presence of corruption and its
rise. He said openly that within the
Congress Party, there were people who
had no assets at all and were now mul-
timillionaires. It is high time that the
millennials — completing their educa-
tion and ready to take over the reins of
the nation shortly — delineate and rede-
fine their role and responsibility to the

self, society, community, and the
nation.
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The Delhi government WI|| formally request the Haryana
government to hand over control of the ITO barrage on
the Yamuna River to bolster the city's flood management,
officials said on Wednesday. When the flood hit the city
in 2023, one of the factors contributing to it was several
dysfunctional gates of the barrage. "While the gates at
the barrage have been repaired to prevent any flood-like
situation like in 2023, and we are monitoring it, we will
also be requesting Haryana to hand over," a government
official said. Irrigation and Flood Control Minister
Parvesh Verma has approved the plan and is likely to take
the matter up with Haryana, the official said. In the past
too, the Delhi government has written to the neighbour-
ing government to hand over the critical barrage. The
ITO barrage is closest to the areas prone to flooding
often, and malfunctioning of the five gates of the barrage
due to heavy silting has been one of its major factors, the
official said. "As these gates on the east end of the bar-
rage could not be opened at the peak water level of the
Yamuna, the pressure was so high that the water started
spilling onto areas, roads, and colonies situated along the
river in the stretch between Wazirabad and ITO barrage,”
states an Irrigation and Flood Control department (I&FC)
report on the flooding of 2023. There are 32 gates on the
ITO barrage. Of the three barrages, the Delhi government
controls only one in Wazirabad. The Okhla barrage is
under the control of the Uttar Pradesh government. In
2023, due to unprecedented rainfall in the catchment area
of the Yamuna, there was a huge runoff in the river.On
July 13 that year, the highest flood level (HFL) at 208.66
metres was observed at the Old Railway Bridge, surpass-
ing an earlier HFL of 207.49 metres recorded on
September 6, 1978. Several areas were flooded for days,
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Employment-linked incentive scheme, PM Viksit Bharat
Rozgar Yojana, will come into effect from August 1,
2025, the Labour Ministry said on Friday.Earlier, the
Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi
had approved the scheme, which is aimed at incentivis-
ing job creation in the country, the ministry said in a
statement.With an outlay of Rs 99,446 crore, the PM
Viksit Bharat Rozgar Yojana (PMVBRY) aims to incen-
tivise the creation of more than 3.5 crore jobs over two
years. Of these, 1.92 crore beneficiaries will be first
timers, entering the workforce. The benefits of the
scheme would be applicable to jobs created between
August 1, 2025, and July 31, 2027.According to the
statement, the employment-linked incentive scheme will
come into effect from 1st August 2025 as the “PM Viksit
Bharat Rozgar Yojana (PM-VBRY)”.The name is in
alignment with the scheme’s overall objectives towards
the Viksit Bharat initiative and reflects the government’s
commitment to generating inclusive and sustainable
employment opportunities in the country.The scheme,
which incentivizes employers to create new employ-
ment, aims to provide benefits for the generation of new
jobs across various sectors with special focus on the
manufacturing sector.lt forms a crucial part of India's
strategy to accelerate economic growth through employ-
ment-led development.The Scheme consists of two parts,
with Part A focused on first timers and Part B focused on
employers.Targeting first-time employees registered
with EPFO, Part-A will offer one-month EPF wage up to
Rs 15,000 in two installments. Employees with salaries
up to Rs 1 lakh will be eligible.The 1st installment will
be payable after 6 months of service and the 2nd install-
ment will be payable after 12 months of service and com-
pletion of a financial literacy programme by the employ-

ee.
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In Russia’s Far Eas

All 48 passengers and crew
onboard a passenger plane that
crashed in Russia's Far East
have died, the head of the coun-
try's Amur region said in a
statement Thursday.Russia's
Emerge ncy Situations Ministry
said earlier that it had found the
burning fuselage of the Soviet-
designed twin turbo prop plane
on a hillside south of its
planned destination in the town
of Tynda, more than 7,000 km
east of Mosco w.The plane,
which was operated by the
Siberia-based Angara Airlines,

had initially depart-

ed from

1 Khabarovsk before

I making its way to
~(Blagoveshchensk

on the Russian-

| Chinese border and

agency said there were adverse
weather conditions at the time
of the crash, citing unnamed
sources in the emergency serv-
ices.Several Russian news out-
lets also reported that the air-
craft was almost 50 years old,
citing data taken from the
plane's tail number.Images of
the reported crash site circulat-
ed by Russian state media show
debris scattered among dense
forest, surrounded by plumes of
smoke.Regional Gov Vasily
Orlov said rescuers struggled to
reach the site due to its remote
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location, 15 km south of
Tynda.The transport prosecu-
tor's office in the Far East said
In an online statement that the
plane was attempting to land for
a second time when it lost con-
tact with air traffic control and
disappeared from radars.Orlov
announced three days of mourn-
ing in the Amur region to mark
the disaster, which he described
as a “terrible tragedy”.A previ-
ous statement from the gover-
nor said that 49 people had
been onboard the flight. The
reason for the discrepancy was
not immediately clear.The
authorities have launched a
probe on the charge of flight
safety violations that resulted in
multiple deaths, a standard pro-
cedure in aviation
accidents.Aviation incidents
have been frequent in Russia,
especially in recent years as
international sanctions have
squeezed the country's aviation
sector.

eration Sindoor ongoing, Our preparedngss

MUSE remain ver

Asserting  that  Operation
Sindoor "still continues”, Chief
of Defence Staff General Anil
Chauhan on Friday said the
country's military preparedness
must remain at a "very high"
level, round-the-clock and
throughout the year.In his
keynote address at a defence
seminar hosted at Subroto Park
here, he also said the military in
future will also need "informa-
tion warriors, technology war-
riors and scholar warriors."And,
in an emerging landscape of
warfare, a future soldier will need to
be a mix of all three "info, tech and
scholar warriors,” the CDS said.The
seminar on ‘'Aerospace Power:
Preserving India's Sovereignty and
Furthering National Interests’ was
held under the aegis of the 'No.4
Warfare and Aerospace Strategy
Programme'.The CDS said there are
no runners-up in a war, and any mili-
tary must be constantly alert and
maintain a high degree of operational
preparedness."An  example is
Operation Sindoor, which still con-
tinues. Our preparedness level has to
be very high, 24x7, 365 days (a
year)," Gen Chauhan said.India
launched Operation Sindoor early on
May 7 and decimated multiple terror
infrastructure in Pakistan and
Pakistan-Occupied-Kashmir
(PoK).Pakistan also launched offen-

sives against India, and all subse-
quent counter-offensives by India
were also carried out under
Operation Sindoor.The military con-
flict between the two nuclear-armed
neighbours halted after they reached
an understanding on the evening of
May 10.The CDS also emphasised
the importance of learning about both
‘Shastra’ (warfare) and 'Shaastra’
(knowledge system).Gen Chauhan
defined a scholar warrior as a mili-
tary professional who combines
intellectual depth and combat skills,
who possesses strong academic
knowledge and practical military
expertise that enable him to analyse
complex situations and address
"diverse challenges to meet military
aims and objectives".Tracing the
relationship between a scholar and a
warrior, from ancient Indian history,

CDS Gen Chaunar

through the World Wars up to
recent conflicts, the CDS high-
lighted that today's military
professional must be a "well-
calibrated mix of a scholar
warrior, a techno warrior and
an info warrior".A technology
warrior to understand and
apply the new technologies that
are changing the nature of war-
fare, and an "info warrior" to
understand and explain India's
perspective and counter wrong
narratives.Elucidating the
changing character of warfare,
especially as evinced through recent
and ongoing conflicts, the CDS
underscored the important role of a
scholar warrior in modern warfare,
emphasising their role in preserving
India's sovereignty and furthering
national interests.Operation Sindoor
was a critical focus and found ample
mention during the two thematic ses-
sions.The Headquarters Integrated
Defence Staff (HQ IDS) also shared
some photos of he event on X."He
complimented the #IndianAirForce,
College of Air Warfare and @CA
PS_INDIAfor constantly evolving
the scope of the program. #CDS
awarded Certificates to 12 officers of
#IndianArmedForces for their contri-
bution in taking forward the strategic
thought process,” it said.IAF Chief
Air Chief Marshal A P Singh was
also present on the occasion.
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