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The first week of disruption in Parliament's
Monsoon session is set to give way to a fiery
debate on the Pahalgam attack and Operation
Sindoor from Monday as the ruling alliance
and the Opposition prepare to lock horns over
the two issues steeped in national security and
foreign policy imperatives.The BJP-led ruling
National Democratic Alliance and opposition
parties are expected to field their top guns
during the discussion in the Lok Sabha and
the Rajya Sabha.Sources said Home Minister
Amit Shah, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh,
and External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
will be speaking on the issues amid indica-
tions that Prime Minister Narendra Modi may
make an intervention to convey his govern-
ment's "robust" stand against
terrorism.Leaders of Opposition in Lok Sabha
and Rajya Sabha, Rahul Gandhi and
Mallikarjun Kharge, may lead the charge
against the government along with Samajwadi
Party's Akhilesh Yadav, besides a host of other
members.After the first week of session ended
up a virtual washout due to opposition
protests on the Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls in Bihar and other
issues, Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren
Rijiju had said on July 25 that the Opposition
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has agreed to the start of a discussion on the
Pahalgam attack and Operation Sindoor in the
Lok Sabha on Monday and in the Rajya Sabha
on Tuesday.The two sides have consented to a
marathon 16-hour debate in each House,
which invariably stretches longer in prac-
tice.Besides its battery of ministers and lead-
ers like Anurag Thakur, Sudhanshu Trivedi
and Nishikant Dubey, the ruling NDA is
expected to field its members from the seven
multi-party delegations that had travelled to
over 30 world capitals to present India's case
after Operation Sindoor.They include
Shrikant Shinde of the Shiv Sena, Sanjay Jha
of the JD(U) and Harish Balayogi of the TDP,
among others.A big question mark is on
whether Shashi Tharoor, who had led the del-
egation to the US among other countries, will
be picked as a speaker by the Congress, as the
seasoned Lok Sabha member's enthusiastic
endorsement of the government's action fol-
lowing the terror attack has soured his ties
with his party.Opposition parties have framed
their public criticism of the government
around alleged intelligence lapses behind the
April 22 Pahalgam terror attack, which left 26
civilians killed, and US President Donald
Trump's claims of mediating a ceasefire

between India and Pakistan.Rahul Gandhi has
repeatedly attacked the government's foreign
policy, claiming India did not receive interna-
tional support on Operation Sindoor and has
cited Trump's frequent mediation claims to
target the ruling alliance.
The government has rejected Trump's
claims.

Modi, on his part, has lauded Operation
Sindoor, which targeted terror sites in
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir and Pakistan after
the Pahalgam attack, for meeting 100 per cent
of its objectives and proving the mettle of
India's indigenous defence weapons and plat-
forms.The BJP and its allies have highlighted
the "new normal™ Modi has drawn in fighting
terrorism with his muscular response, includ-
ing striking at terrorist sanctuaries deep inside
Pakistan and putting in abeyance the Indus
Waters Agreement.Both countries were
engaged in a four-day conflict as Pakistan
retaliated after India hit facilities housing ter-
rorists with precise strikes. India has asserted
that several air bases of the neighbouring
country suffered serious damage, and that the
two sides agreed to stop military actions after
Pakistan reached out to it.Modi said India has
drawn a "new normal” in its response to

Pakistan-linked terrorism, and it will not dif-
ferentiate between terrorists and their spon-
sors.A bone of contention that persists
between the government and the Opposition
is the latter's demand for a discussion in
Parliament over the ongoing Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls in Bihar by
the Election Commission.A united opposition
stalled Parliament in the first week primarily
over this issue as it has claimed that the exer-
cise is aimed at helping the BJP-led alliance in
the poll-bound state, amid the EC's assertion
that it is solely focused on ensuring that only
eligible people cast their votes.Rijiju has said
that every issue cannot be taken up for discus-
sion in Parliament at once, and the govern-
ment will take a call on the demand for debate
on the SIR later in line with the rules.

(O vaocation ha o ffcton s
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cination had no effect on the risk of heart attacks.In a written
response to a question in Lok Sabha, he also clarified that
data regarding heart attack cases is not maintained central-
ly.Heart attack cases are not notifiable and there is no central
registry for these.The Indian Council of Medical Research
(ICMR) has informed that in order to understand the reasons
for heart attack, ICMR-National Institute of Epidemiology
(ICMR-NIE) conducted a multi-centric matched case-control
study in 25 hospitals across India.Cases were patients aged
18-45 years admitted in the study hospitals with newly diag-
nosed Acute Myocardial Infarction (AMI) between October
2021 and January 2023, Nadda said.Controls were patients
aged 18-45 years admitted in the same hospital for other
causes, matched for time of hospitalization.Information was
collected regarding the various risk factorsSharing the key
findings of the study (not yet published), Nadda said that hos-
pitalization with AMI was associated with presence of any
known co-morbidity, family history of thrombotic event and
ever being smoker."Receipt of vaccination against COVID-
19 had no effect on the risk of AMI. Even in those without
any comorbidities, family history of thrombotic events and
ever smoking was associated with increased risk of AMI," he
said.He further informed that the ICMR in last two years has
funded two centres of advanced research for research on car-
diac disorders.The National Health Mission (NHM) provides
technical and financial support to the states and Union terri-
tories under the National Programme for Prevention and
Control of Non-Commun icable Diseases (NP-NCD), Nadda
said.Cardiovascular disease is an integral part of NP-NCD.
Under the programme, 770 district NCD clinics, 6410 com-
munity health centres NCD clinics and 233 cardiac care units
have been set up.Further, a population-based initiative for
prevention, control and screening for common NCDs includ-
ing diabetes and hypertension has been rolled out in the coun-
try under NHM as a part of comprehensive primary health
care.Under the initiative, people above 30 years of age are
targeted for their screening, Nadda said.
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West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee on Monday directed offi-
cials to ensure that people are not

revision and accused the BJP and EC

targeting Bengali-speaking migrants,
minorities, OBCs, and the poor under
the guise of voters' list
cleansing.Addressing an administra-
tive review meeting at Gitanjali
Stadium in Bolpur in Birbhum dis-
trict, Banerjee attacked the EC amid
the growing controversy over the
Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls, which is already
underway in neighbouring Bihar
where assembly elections are due this
year.“The Election Commission takes
over only after the poll dates are
announced. Until then, and even after
that, the administrative responsibility
rests with the state. You are employ-
ees of the state government. Do not
harass any individual needlessly,”
Banerjee told booth-level officers
(BLOs) present at the meeting.Urging
officials to ensure that no long-time
voter is arbitrarily removed from the
rolls, she said, “Suppose a boy goes
on a vacation for four days, will you
remove his name? Is that fair? There
are people who’ve been voters in this
state for years. Just because someone
is away for a few days doesn’t mean
you strike off their names.The chief
minister alleged that the ongoing
exercise in Bihar, which she said
could be replicated in West Bengal, is
a “deliberate, politically motivated
act” to exclude Bengali-speaking
people and others deemed "undesir-
able".“Not just religious minorities,
the poor and OBCs are being targeted
by them (the BJP). We must stand by
all persecuted Bengali migrants,”
Banerjee said, announcing a state-run
scheme to assist migrant workers
from Bengal who have faced harass-
ment in other states and have returned
home.“The scheme must include pro-

harassed during the electoral rolls |

of trying to remove genuine electors |
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visions to help them return safely,
issue ration and job cards, and pro-
vide temporary shelters to those with-
out a place to stay,” she said. “There’s
no need to depend on agents or touts
to get jobs outside the state. When
they face abuse, these agents are
nowhere to be found.Banerjee said
the state would provide ration cards,
Swasthya Sathi health cards, and 100-
day jobs under the Karmashree pro-
gramme to returnees.“If they have a
place to stay, good. If not, we will set
up camps for them,” she
added.According to her, around 22
lakh people from Bengal are current-
ly working in other states.“Bring
them all back now,” she said, direct-
ing TMC Rajya Sabha MP Samirul
Islam, who heads the state’s Migrant
Worker Cell, to take charge of the
repatriation effort.She also asked
Chief Secretary Manoj Pant to coor-
dinate the matter with Labour
Minister Moloy Ghatak.She recalled
how her government had brought
back thousands of migrant workers at
its own expense during the COVID-
19 pandemic and provided them with
food and work.“Back then, we stood
by our people. Today, we are seeing
our workers being branded as
Bangladeshis and sent to detention
camps. This cannot continue,”
Banerjee asserted.Her comments
came against the backdrop of allega-
tions of widespread harassment and
detention of  Bengali-speaking
migrants in BJP-ruled states like

Mamata tells officials, terms drive “political’

Gujarat, Haryana, Maharashtra,
Odisha and Rajasthan, a development
that has triggered political outrage
and anxiety among families back
home in Bengal.Meanwhile, the CM
expressed dismay over the lack of
communication from the bureaucracy
regarding BLO training sessions
being conducted in connection with
the electoral rolls revision.“l was not
informed about the training in Delhi.
Around 1,000 state government offi-
cials from Bengal were sent there for
training. Neither I nor the chief secre-
tary was told anything. DMs must
keep their eyes and ears open. We
should have been informed. This is
unacceptable,” she said, delivering a
sharp reprimand to the senior officials
present at the meeting.BLO training
has also been underway in Kolkata,
with a session held recently at Nazrul
Mancha involving officials from over
100 blocks across Nadia, North and
South 24 Parganas, and Murshidabad.
While the Election Commission has
not formally announced any SIR
exercise in West Bengal yet, TMC is
apprehensive that the state is likely to
be included soon.Apart from the elec-
toral roll issue, Banerjee also
reviewed progress in various state-
run welfare and development
schemes during the administrative
meeting.Under the *“Aamar Para,
Aamar Samadhan” (My Neighb our-
hood, My Solution) initiative, set to
run for 60 days from August 2, local
civic and security issues will be
addressed by grassroots teams com-
prising police and panchayat func-
tionaries.She also called for speedy
implementation of the piped water
scheme *“Jalswapna”, noting that
while 98.49 lakh households have
benefited so far, the target is to cover
1.75 crore families.Claiming that the
Centre has withheld funds for the
scheme, Banerjee appealed to MPs
and MLAs to contribute from their
development funds.
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It has become increasingly
common for the Indian pop-
ulation to travel abroad for
better employment and edu-
cation of opportunities, and
the trend is not likely to
slowdown in the near future.
In fact, we are witnessing
alarming levels of Indians
giving up their Indian citi-
zenship.In 2024, 2,06,378
Indians gave up their Indian
citizenship, according to the
Ministry of External Affairs.
Although slightly lower than
the numbers in 2023 (2.16
lakh) and 2022 (2.25 lakh),
this still shows a large num-
ber of people leaving Indian
citizenship behind. From
2019 to 2024, over 10 lakh
Indians have officially renou
nced their citizenship.The
main reason for this is that
India does not allow dual
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citizenship.
So, when
Indians
become citi-
zens of
another
country like
the U.S.,
Canada,
Australia,
the U.K., or
Germany,
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they must legally give up
their Indian passport. Many
people are choosing to settle
abroad for better jobs, edu-
cation, and quality of life.To
surrender Indian citizenship,
people apply online. Their
documents are checked, and
if everything is fine, a
renunciation certificate is
issued within 60 days. Once
citizenship is given up, they
lose rights like voting or

holg government jobs in
India.However, many of
them apply for OCI
(Overseas Citizen of India)
cards, which let them travel
and stay in India without a
visa. This growing trend
highlights how global
opportunities are pulling
many Indians to settle
abroad, even if it means giv-
ing up their official Indian
identity.

How Palantir’s Al Powers U.S. Immioration
ana National Security Operations

Palantir Technologies IS AT

software company. It plays a
big role in U.S. government
operations. The company
helps with some of the coun-
try’s most important and
sensitive tasks. Its software
is used in areas like military
intelligence and immigra-
tion enforcement. It has
been quietly shaping deci-
sions that affect millions of
people.Palantir is not just
another tech startup. It was
founded in 2003. The company
had early support from In-Q-Tel,
which is the CIA’s investment
arm. Palantir made a name for
itself by helping U.S. intelligence
agencies make sense of large,
complex data. The company cre-
ated software platforms like
Gotham, Foundry, Apollo, and
AIP  (Artificial Intelligence
Platform). These platforms com-
bine data from different sources.
They help users spot patterns and
make decisions quickly.One gov-
ernment analyst explained that
Palantir does more than just ana-
lyze data. It turns data into
actionable information.Palantir is
used by U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement (ICE).
Specifically, ICE’s Homeland
Security Investigations (HSI)
unit uses Palantir’s Investigative
Case Management (ICM) sys-
tem. This software helps track
potential threats, criminal activi-
ties, and immigration violations.
It combines data from social
media, criminal records, visa
applications, and travel history.It
tracks relationships between peo-
ple, addresses, employers, and
organizations.It alerts agents

about suspicious behavior or
inconsistencies.However,
Palantir is not used by USCIS,
the agency that handles visa and
green card applications. It also
doesn’t play a role in visa inter-
views at U.S. consulates. The
software is mainly used for
investigations and enforcement,
not for processing benefits.There
is no confirmed contract linking
Palantir to Customs and Border
Protection (CBP) at ports of
entry. However, experts believe
its tools may support intelli-
gence-gathering and border secu-
rity efforts. One former DHS
consultant described Palantir’s
technology as a “digital crystal
ball.” This means officials can
run “what if” scenarios before
making decisions.Palantir’s
Acrtificial Intelligence Platform
(AIP) is its latest product. It com-
bines big data with large lan-
guage models, the same technol-
ogy used in tools like ChatGPT.
AIP allows users to Ask natural
language questions like, “Which
H-1B employers are under feder-
al scrutiny?”Simulate the results
of actions, such as deportations
or security alerts.Use Al assis-
tants to generate reports, identify

risks, and suggest next
steps.This creates an Al-
powered command center
that is used by military lead-
ers, hospital managers, and
government agents.Palantir
has attracted attention from
civil rights groups.
Organizations like the
ACLU have raised concerns
about the software. They
worry that Palantir’s tools
could lead to mass surveil-
lance and targeted profiling,
especially in immigration mat-
ters. Palantir insists that its soft-
ware is ethical. The company
says it follows strict privacy con-
trols and human oversight.
However, as Palantir expands
into industries like healthcare
and finance, many wonder where
the line between security and sur-
veillance lies.alantir’s stock
(PLTR) has grown significantly
in 2025. The company has
crossed a -$100 billion valuation.
It is increasingly used by U.S.
and allied governments world-
wide. Some experts see Palantir
as “the next Raytheon of soft-
ware.” This means it is seen as a
digital defense contractor for the
next generation of warfare and
intelligence.Palantir’s software
affects many parts of society. It
touches border security, military
defense, public health, and
finance. However, most people
don’t even know about it. If you
are applying for a visa, working
in Al, or concerned about priva-
cy, Palantir matters. In a world
where data is powerful, Palantir
could be the most powerful soft-
ware company you have never
heard of.
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The largest IT export company in India, TCS, which is
the short form for the legendary Tata consultancy servic-
es is set to do something beyond expectations in terms of
layoffs. The company is reportedly laying of several
thousands of people in order to comply with its global
order and demand.Tata Consultancy Services (TCS), one
of India’s biggest IT companies, is planning to lay off
around 12,000 employees. This decision is part of the
company’s cost-cutting strategy. By reducing its work-
force, TCS is expected to save ?700 to ?800 crore every
year.These savings are likely to boost the company’s
Profit After Tax (PAT) by about 2%. In the competitive IT
industry, companies are under constant pressure to main-
tain profits and stay ahead. Cutting jobs is seen as a quick
way to reduce expenses and improve financial perform-
ance.However, this move has a big impact on employees
and their families. Losing a job can be a major setback,
especially for those who have worked in the company for
many years. While TCS gains financially, thousands of
workers are left uncertain about their future.This situation
shows a hard truth in the corporate world, where one per-
son’s loss becomes another’s gain. TCS may show
stronger numbers in the coming quarters, but the human
cost behind those numbers cannot be ignored. The com-
pany has not yet shared details about which departments
or regions will be most affected by the layoffs.
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changing the rules and regulations regarding the issuance of new
visa policies and they have brought in a new change now.Starting
from September 2, 2025, most people applying for a U.S. non
immigrant visa will need to go for an in-person interview. This
includes almost everyone, even children under 14 and adults over
79, who earlier could often skip the interview.This is a major
change. For the past few years, many people were allowed to get
a visa without visiting the U.S. embassy. This was helpful during
the COVID-19 pandemic. But now, the U.S. government has
decided to bring back the interview rule for better security
checks.However, some people can still get a visa without an inter-
view. These include those applying for diplomatic visas (A-1, A-
2, C-3), staff of international organizations (G-1 to G-4), and
NATO employees. Very few exceptions will be made for age
groups under 14 and over 79.If you are planning to apply for a
U.S. visa after September 2, you should be ready for an interview.
This change may also mean longer wait times for appointments
and visa processing.lt’s a good idea to check the official U.S.
embassy or consulate website in your country for the latest
updates and booking details
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