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\nd\a S Likely to Finalize [nterim Trace Deal Within 48 Hours

India and the United States are close to
finalizing an interim trade deal within
the next 48 hours, as negotiations con-
tinue in Washington, NDTV reported
citing sources.India's trade team
extended its stay in the US capital last
week to resolve key sticking points,
aiming to secure an agreement before
the July 9 deadline-when a temporary
pause on US tariffs is set to
expire.According to an NDTV Profit
report, discussions have narrowed to
mutual tariff reductions or eliminations,
with officials urging both nations to pri-

oritize  lowering  overall  duty
barriers.Ajay Sahai, CEO of the
Federation  of Indian Export

Organisations (FIEO), expressed opti-

mism, stating: "Our estimate is that
once the Interim India-US Trade Deal is
finalized, Indian exports to the US will
double within the next three years."The
negotiations have faced hurdles, partic-
ularly in agriculture and dairy. The US
is pushing for expanded market access
for its farm products, including apples,

tree nuts, and genetically modified [

crops-a move aimed at reducing its
trade deficit with India.Richard
Rossow, an expert on India's economy
at Washington's Center for Strategic and
International Studies, told the BBC:
"First on the list is US access to the
Indian market for basic agriculture
products. India will need to protect its
basic agriculture sector for economic

and political reason."The talks carry
high stakes, as failure could trigger the
return of steep reciprocal tariffs. A
major pressure point is the looming
expiration of a 90-day pause on a 26%
tariff hike-a holdover from the Trump
administration's earlier trade policies.A
senior official told ANI: "The failure of
these trade discussions would trigger

the immediate reimplementation of the
26% tariff structure."In exchange for
concessions, India is seeking better
access for its labor-intensive exports,
critical for job creation. Key sectors
include textiles, garments, gems and
jewelry, leather goods, and select agri-
cultural products like shrimp, oilseeds,
grapes, and bananas.While the immedi-
ate goal is an interim deal to avert tariff
escalations, both nations are also work-
ing toward a more comprehensive
Bilateral Trade Agreement (BTA). The
first phase of this broader pact is tenta-
tively expected by fall 2024, with an
ambitious target to more than double
bilateral trade-from the current $191
billion to $500 billion by 2030.

Bullets in the Temple

= KRISHNA'S LOTUS TEMPLE C

ALL ARE WELCOME
OPEN DAILY -10sM SERVICE SUNDAY - ey

Karnataka CM Siddaramaiah Says His Gowt
|5 Stable, Will Continue To Lead For 5 Years

Karnataka Chief Minister to become Chief Minister. But

In what appears fo be a deeply troubllng hate crime,
the ISKCON Sri Sri Radha Krishna Temple in
Spanish Fork, Utah - a beloved spiritual and cultural
landmark - was riddled with 20 to 30 bullets over
multiple nights, while devotees and guests were
inside. The attack caused significant structural dam-
age, shattering windows and mutilating the temple's
ornate hand-carved arches, a centerpiece of the
annual Holi Festival.While authorities continue to
investigate the motive, the incident bears the grim
markings of a hate-fuelled act of violence - and it's
not the first.Bullets in the Temple Should the Utah
ISKCON Shooting Should Alarm the Indian-
American CommunityJust months ago, the BAPS
Swaminarayan Mandir in Chino Hills, California,
was defaced with anti-Hindu graffiti, coinciding
with pro-Khalistan agitation. Now, with bullets fly-
ing into sacred spaces, the violence has taken a more
direct, chilling turn.This pattern is especially con-
cerning for the Indian diaspora in the United States,
which has long viewed America as a beacon of mul-
ticultural acceptance. For Indian-Americans - the
second-largest immigrant group in the U.S. - such
attacks shake the very foundations of belonging and
safety. The fact that devotees were present during the
gunfire amplifies the threat: this was not just vandal-
ISm - it was a potential mass casualty narrowly avert-
ed.While Canada has seen a more pronounced trend
of targeted attacks on Hindu temples, often political-
ly motivated, such brazen acts are still relatively rare
in the U.S. Yet their increasing frequency signals a
disturbing shift - one where Hinduphobia is no
longer confined to online trolling or fringe propa-
ganda, but is manifesting as real-world violence.lt
also reflects a broader societal malaise: the rise of
identity-based extremism, polarised narratives, and a
growing tolerance for religiously-motivated hate.
Whether fueled by geopolitical spillovers or domes-
tic misinformation, the message is the same - and it's
dangerous.The Consulate General of India in San
Francisco rightly condemned the incident and urged
swift action. But words must translate into protec-
tion, and authorities must recognise this not as iso-
lated vandalism, but as part of an emerging pattern
targeting Indian and Hindu institutions.As temples
become targets, it is not just structures that are under
attack - it's the very idea of pluralism and peaceful
coexistence in American society.For the Indian-
American community, the Utah shooting is a wake-
up call - not just to demand justice, but to insist on
recognition, protection and respect in the land they
now call home.

Siddaramaiah has made it clear that he
will continue as CM for the full five-
year term. He dismissed rumours
about a possible leadership change,
asking reporters, "Why do you have
doubts? | will continue as Chief
Minister." He also took a dig at the BJP
and JD(S), saying, "Are they the
Congress high command?"Deputy
Chief Minister DK Shivakumar also
said he fully supports Siddaramaiah.
"What option do | have? | have to
stand by him and support him," he
said. He added that all decisions will
be made by the Congress high com-
mand and he will follow their instruc-
tions.After the Congress won the May
2023 Assembly elections, some sup-
porters of Shivakumar had wanted him

Muharram 2025 Date:
2025 Fesitval, July

Muharram, the first month of the

Siddaramaiah got the support of
most MLAs and was chosen as CM.
Shivakumar accepted the post of
Deputy CM and KPCC President.
Even now, some Congress MLAS
openly support Shivakumar. One of
them, Igbal Hussain, said that 100
out of 138 Congress MLASs support|.
Shivakumar. He warned that ignor-|
ing this could hurt the party in the

saying there is no problem in the
party and that responsibilities are
being shared among MLAs. He said
that notices were given to those mak-
ing public statements without permis-
sion, including Igbal Hussain.
Siddaramaiah, during a visit to
Mysuru, said the government is strong

Islamic lunar calendar, signifies
the start of the Hijri New Year. In
2025, it commenced in India onj®
Friday, June 27, after the crescentf
moon was sighted on June 26. This§

was confirmed by the Masjid-e- 23

Nakhoda Markazi Rooyat-e-Hilal
Committee. The 10th day, known
as Ashura, will be observed on

Sunday, July 6, and is a gazetted '

holiday in India.On Ashura, all
government offices, schools,}
banks, and stock exchanges like
BSE and NSE will remain closed.
This day is significant for both
Sunni and Shia Muslims. For Shia
Muslims, Muharram is a period of
mourning for Hazrat Imam
Hussain's martyrdom in the Battle of
Karbala in 680 AD. His sacrifice for
justice is honoured throughout this
sacred month.Muharram holds deep
spiritual importance as the second-
holiest month after Ramadan. Sunni
Muslims also observe this time with
solemnity. They commemorate
Ashura by fasting, offering prayers,

% S

-d permissions for new routes or

several historical events occurred on
this day, including Prophet Moses'
parting of the Red Sea.In India,
Muharram is observed with great
reverence. Shia communities partic-
ipate in majlis (gatherings), recite
elegies (marsiyas), and hold proces-
sions. Many engage in self-flagella-
tion to symbolise grief and solidari-
ty with Imam Hussain's suffering.
Sunni Muslims mark the day with
voluntary fasting and special
prayers.Due to large gatherings and

and giving charlty Itis believed that

| sk
and WI|| last five years He compared it
to a "bande" (rock) to show it is solid
and steady.State Minister Priyank
Kharge also said there is no discussion
about changing the leadership. "There
is nothing on the table right now," he
said.

When 1s Muharram
b or 77 Find Out

the sensitive nature of obser-
vances, Indian authorities have
heightened security measures
for Muharram 2025. In Uttar
Pradesh's Sambhal district
alone, over 900 individuals are
under preventive restrictions.
DGP Rajeev Krishna has
instructed police units to deny

&+ unauthorised practices during
i Muharram.The display of
weapons is banned during
[ these observances. Strict sur-
veillance through CCTV and drones
has been ordered to maintain com-
munal harmony across various
states. These measures aim to ensure
safety while respecting religious
sentiments during this significant
period.Ashura 2025 will be
observed on Sunday, July 6 across
India. This day holds profound emo-
tional and spiritual significance for
Muslims worldwide. It serves as a
reminder of sacrifice, justice, and
unwavering faith that believers
strive to uphold in their lives.
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Air India flight (A1103) from Delhi to Washington,
DC was grounded in Vienna, Austria, on July 2, 2025,
after a technical issue was discovered during a sched-
uled fuel stop. The problem was identified during rou-
tine ground checks and was serious enough to require
Immediate attention. However, due to the complexity
of the issue and the time required for repairs, the air-
line cancelled the onward journey as a precautionary
measure.All passengers were safely deboarded at
Vienna International Airport, and no injuries were
reported. Air India promptly issued a statement con-
firming that the technical issue could not be resolved
on-site in a timely manner and that the safety of pas-
sengers remained the top priority.The airline added
that it is working to make necessary arrangements for
all affected passengers. These include rebooking
options on alternative flights to their destinations or
providing full refunds, depending on individual pref-
erences. Assistance was also extended at the airport to
ensure passengers were accommodated and
informed.The aircraft will stay grounded in Vienna
until the required maintenance work is completed and
safety approvals are obtained.As a result of this dis-
ruption, the return flight A1104 from Washington, DC
to Delhi, which was also scheduled to stop in Vienna,
has been cancelled. Air India confirmed that passen-
gers booked on this leg are being offered similar alter-
natives, including rebooking on other available flights
or full refunds.The airline has apologized for the
inconvenience and assured that it is coordinating
closely with ground staff in Vienna to minimize pas-
senger discomfort and resume normal operations as
soon as possible. Travelers are advised to check the
Air India website or contact the airline's support team
for the latest updates regarding their flight status.

JP Niit, Who Aoousea Watehman Ayt
0 Thef, Named In 2011 Cheating Cae

Tamil Nadu Police Custody Death Of Ajith Kumar: In
a development that could potentially shift the narrative
in the case of Ajith Kumar's alleged custodial death, it
has come to light that JP Nikitha-the woman who
accused the temple watchman of theft-was previously
named as one of six accused in a forgery and cheating
case registered in 2011 at the Thirumangalam police
station in Tamil Nadu.According to the First
Information Report (FIR) filed by Thirumangalam
police on May 10, 2011, six individuals-J. Sivagamani
Ammal (60), her husband Jeyaperumal (65), their son
J.P. Kaviyarasu alias J. Vaibhav Saran, daughter-in-
law K. Sugadevi (29), daughter J.P. Nikitha, all resi-
dents of J.P. Gardens in Vilangudi, Tirumangalam,
along with Bhagat Singh (32) from the same area-
were listed as accused in a case of cheating, The Hindu
reported.The complaint, filed by S. Rajangam (65)
from Tirumangalam, stated that he and two relatives
were promised government jobs in exchange for
money. "J.P. Kaviyarasu, saying that he was close to
the Personal Assistant of the Deputy Chief Minister of
Tamil Nadu, promised the complainants that they
would be provided government jobs if they were ready
to pay him," the FIR read.The accused allegedly
demanded ?9 lakh for securing a teacher's post and ?7
lakh for a Village Administrative Officer position. The
complainant handed over a total of ?16 lakh to the
accused over several dates between December 21,
2010, and February 2, 2011, the FIR noted.
N
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Leaders of several INDIA bloc par-
ties met the Election Commission
over the Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls in Bihar and
raised their concerns Leaders from
11 parties, including the Congress,

RJD, CPI(M), CPI, CPI(ML)
Liberation, NCP-SP and Samajwadi
Party met Chief  Election

Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar and
other election commissioners,
objecting to the special scrutiny
being conducted just a few months
ahead of the assembly election in
the state.The INDIA bloc parties
have been vocal in their opposition
to the exercise of the Special
Intensive Revision, which has
already started in Bihar, and is to be
carried out in five more states -
Assam, Kerala, Puducherry, Tamil
Nadu and West Bengal - that are
going to polls next year.Briefing
media after the meeting, Congress
leader Abhishek Singhvi said they
also protested against the new
directive of the poll panel for entry
to the Election Commission premis-
es that asks only party presidents to
appear before it."For the first time,
we were given rules to enter the EC.
For the first time we were told only
party chiefs can go. Such restriction

AMatter O

restialous Or

Prime Minister Narendra Modi was
honoured with The Officer of the
Order of the Star of Ghana, on
Thursday.After receiving Ghana's
highest civilian award, PM Modi
thanked the Ghanaian President for
the honour and called it a "matter of
immense pride™."It is a matter of
immense pride and honour for me to
be conferred with Ghana's highest
honour... | express my deep gratitude
to President Mahama, the Government
of Ghana and the people of Ghana. |
humbly accept this honour on behalf
of 1.4 billion Indians," PM Modi stat-
ed.The Prime Minister said he dedi-
cated the award to the youth of both
countries. "l dedicate this award to the
aspirations of our youth, their bright
future, our rich cultural diversity and
traditions and the historic ties between
India and Ghana," he said.The award
was presented during PM Modi's visit
to Ghana, the first by an Indian Prime
Minister in more than 30 years.Before
being conferred with the award, PM
Modi held talks with President
Mahama where the two leaders agreed
to elevate their relationship to a
"Comprehensive Partnership™. As part
of this decision, both countries will
increase cooperation in defence and
security under the principle of
"Security through Solidarity". PM
Modi described India as a "co-trav-
eller” in Ghana's journey toward
"nation-building™."The President and |
have agreed to elevate our bilateral
relationship to the level of a
'‘Comprehensive Partnership.' India is
more than just a partner; it stands as a
co-traveller in Ghana's journey toward

means necessary dia-
logue between political
parties and EC can't
happen,” Singhvi
said."We had given a
list, no unauthorised®
person was allowed.
Forcing parties to allow
only two people is|
unfortunate,” he said, §
adding that some senior
leaders had to wait for ,_
three  hours.Singhvi
added that they raised several issues
regarding the SIR exercises."We
asked since last revision, four or
five elections have been held in
Bihar. The SIR of 2003 was held
one year before the Lok Sabha elec-
tion, it was 24 months before Bihar
assembly poll," he said, adding that
there are little under eight crore vot-
ers in Bihar.RJD leader Manoj Jha
questioned if the exercise was about
disenfranchsing people."If you
interfere with one person one vote,
we will take action,” he said."Are
you trying to find 'doubtful voters
in Bihar?" he questioned and also
said they raised the issue of the doc-
uments being asked for the revi-
sion.CPI(ML) Liberation leader
Dipankar Bhattacharya said 20 per
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cent people in Bihar migrate out-
side the state for work. "The EC
says you will have to be ordinary
residents. So those migrant workers
are not voters for EC in Bihar. We
said the poor will not have these
certificates," Bhattacharya said.The
Election Commission of India
(ECI) has issued instructions to
carry out a Special Intensive
Revision in Bihar to weed out inel-
igible names and ensure all eligible
citizens are included in the electoral
roll, allowing them to exercise their
franchise in the polls slated later
this year.The poll panel has said it
has taken additional steps in the
intensive revision to ensure illegal
migrants do not get enrolled in the
voters list.
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nation-building," he stated."In the

have made the decision to double our

!

defence and security sector, we will
progress with the guiding principle of
‘Security through Solidarity.'
Collaboration will be strengthened in
key areas such as armed forces train-
ing, maritime security, defence supply
chains, and cybersecurity," PM Modi
claimed.India will set up a Skill
Development Centre for vocational
education and support Ghana's 'Feed
Ghana' programme. "Today, we have
decided to double the ITEC and ICCR
scholarships for Ghana. Work will be
done to establish a Skill Development
Centre for vocational education of
youth,"” PM Modi added."In the agri-
cultural sector, we would be happy to
cooperate with President Mahama's
'Feed Ghana' program. Through Jan
Aushadhi Kendra, India proposes to
provide ‘affordable healthcare, reliable
care' to the citizens of Ghana. We dis-
cussed cooperation in vaccine produc-
tion,” he stated.The Indian PM
announced that India aims to double
its trade with Ghana within the next
five years and will share its digital
payments platform, Bharat UPI."We

trade in the next five years. In the
FinTech sector, Bharat UPI will
provide the digital payment
experience to Ghana," he stated.
He also emphasized the impor-
tance of enhanced cooperation in
counter-terrorism initiatives."We
" |are united in acknowledging ter-
~[rorism as a significant threat to
humanity. We express our sincere
" |appreciation to Ghana for its
| |invaluable support in combating
terrorism. In this context, we
have committed to further strengthen-
ing our collaborative efforts in count-
er-terrorism,” he remarked.President
Mahama welcomed PM Modi to
Ghana, noting that the visit symbol-
izes the robust historical relationship
between the two nations."This visit
serves as a testament to the deep-root-
ed historical connections between
Ghana and India, established through
the visionary leadership of Ghana's
first President Kwame Nkrumah and
India's former Prime Minister Pandit
Jawabharlal Nehru, as well as the con-
tinually strengthening bonds of friend-
ship and cooperation that benefit our
two sister countries,”" he stated.He
mentioned that the discussions
encompassed critical sectors such as
agriculture, energy, manufacturing,
infrastructure, healthcare, and human
resources.This marks the first visit by
an Indian Prime Minister to Ghana in
over thirty years. The journey is antic-
ipated to strengthen the India-Ghana
partnership and signifies New Delhi's
ongoing commitment to Africa and
the Global South.
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