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Fire Erupts at Karol Bagn's Visnal Mega Mart; L Person Suspected Missn

A fire broke out on the second floor of a shop-
ping complex in central Delhi's Karol Bagh
area on Friday evening, prompting a massive
response from emergency services. The inci-
dent occurred at the Vishal Mega Mart outlet
on Padam Singh Road, which houses a variety
of grocery and fabric items.The Delhi Fire
Service (DFS) received the call at 6:44 PM
and immediately deployed 13 fire tenders to
the scene. No injuries have been officially
reported yet, but police suspect that one per-
son may be missing.s of late Friday night,

firefighting and rescue operations were still
underway. Delhi Police, DFS, and disaster
response teams are jointly conducting a floor-
by-floor search inside the four-storey build-
ing."The fire was mainly confined to the sec-
ond floor, where cloth and packaged goods
were stored. The rest of the building is being
checked thoroughly,” said a DFS official. The
entire area around the complex has been cor-
doned off. Investigators say the cause of the
fire has not yet been determined, and a foren-
sic examination may follow.Ramaphosa

Dares to Bet Trump -‘No Genocide’:
Shocking LIVE Evidence Leave Him Silent
in Front of All

According to initial police reports, the fire
erupted in a densely stocked section of the
complex. Shoppers and staff were quickly
evacuated. Authorities are reviewing CCTV
footage to determine the origin and spread of
the fire."This is a Vishal Mega Mart outlet
where grocery and fabric items are sold. The
fire was confined mainly to the second floor,"
Delhi Police said in a statement.A DFS

spokesperson added, "Search teams are cur-
rently combing the site for any possible
trapped persons. No casualties have been con-
firmed, but we're not ruling out the possibili-
ty."

Just a day earlier, on Thursday, a separate fire
incident was reported in a transformer near
the Trauma Centre at AIIMS Delhi. That
blaze, reported at 3:34 PM, was brought under
control by DFS teams using eight fire tenders
within 30 minutes. No injuries occurred in
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In a significant political development, Shiv Sena
(UBT) chief Uddhav Thackeray and Maharashtra
Navnirman Sena (MNS) president Raj Thackeray
are set to share the stage for the first time in two
decades at a joint rally titled "Awaj Marathicha"
(Voice of the Marathi), being held at the NSCI Dome
in Worli today.The rally marks a symbolic reunion
of the estranged cousins, long considered rivals in
Maharashtra politics. Their coming together has
been catalyzed by a shared victory-the Maharashtra
government's rollback of the controversial policy
mandating Hindi as a compulsory third language in
primary schools. The policy had triggered wide-
spread protests, especially from Marathi cultural and
political circles, ultimately forcing the state to
retract the decision.The event is being held to cele-
brate this reversal, with both leaders emphasizing
Marathi pride, language, and identity. It is expected
to attract a wide and diverse audience, including
Marathi writers, poets, educators, and prominent
cultural personalities. The rally aims to showcase
unity in defense of the Marathi language and culture,
sending a clear message ahead of the upcoming local
body elections later this year.Notably, both parties
have decided not to use their official election sym-
bols at the rally. The emphasis, leaders say, is on a
broader cultural cause rather than party
politics.Political Undertones and  Strategic
Positioning

While the event is framed as a cultural celebration,
political observers see deeper strategic implications.
The joint appearance is widely viewed as an effort to
consolidate Marathi voters and reshape the political
landscape in Maharashtra. The renewed camaraderie
between the Thackeray cousins could potentially
open the door for future cooperation in state poli-
tics.Despite being invited, the Congress and NCP
are unlikely to attend the rally, signaling some polit-
ical hesitations. Meanwhile, the BJP and the Shiv
Sena faction led by Chief Minister Eknath Shinde
have downplayed the significance of the event,
accusing it of being more about political optics than
genuine cultural solidarity.

A Potential Turning Point

This rare public show of unity between Uddhav and
Raj Thackeray comes nearly 20 years after their
split, which led to the formation of the MNS in
2006. While both have remained major players in
Maharashtra's regional politics, they have rarely
acknowledged each other publicly, let alone
appeared on the same platform.Today's "Awaj
Marathicha™ rally may mark a new chapter in their
political journey, as both leaders attempt to recon-
nect with Marathi voters and assert their relevance
amid shifting alliances and emerging challenges in
state politics.
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A 38-year-old woman from Nattukkal in
Kerala's Palakkad district has been diag-
nosed with the Nipah virus. She is receiv-
ing treatment at a private hospital in
Perinthalmanna, Malappuram district.
Health officials have heightened surveil-
lance and designated specific areas as
containment zones to curb the spread of
the virus.The woman's samples were sent
to the National Institute of Virology in
Pune for confirmation. Muhammed
Saleem KP, president of the local pan-
chayat, confirmed her positive test result.
He stated that ward number 8 and parts of
other wards within a three-kilometre

radius have been declared containment
zones.
Containment
Tracing
District health authorities have identified
locations the woman visited before testing
positive. They are tracing her contacts to
prevent further transmission. An official
mentioned that around 100 individuals
might be high-risk contacts of the infect-
ed patient.State health minister Veena
George shared that protocols for handling
Nipah virus cases were already in place in
Malappuram, Palakkad, and Kozhikode
districts. "As part of the protocols, 26

Measures and Contact

i Kol

teams have been formed in each region
for contact tracing, monitoring symptoms
of quarantined people and informing the
public,” she said.

Nipah Virus: A Persistent Threat

The Nipah virus originates from fruit bats
and animals like pigs. It can cause severe
brain-swelling fever in humans. The
World Health Organisation classifies it as
a priority pathogen due to its epidemic
potential. There is no vaccine or specific
treatment available yet.Symptoms include
fever, headache, cough, sore throat, vom-
iting, and disorientation. The mortality
rate ranges from 40% to 75%. Kerala has
faced recurring outbreaks since 2018. In
that year alone, 17 people died during an
outbreak.

Past Outbreaks in Kerala

In 2019, only one case was reported, and
the patient recovered. A 12-year-old boy
succumbed to the infection in 2021. The
outbreak in 2023 resulted in eight con-
firmed cases with two fatalities. In 2024,
two deaths occurred due to the virus.Most
recently, a 42-year-old woman tested pos-
itive for Nipah virus in May this year but
recovered successfully. Despite these
challenges, health officials continue to
implement measures to control future out-
breaks effectively.

No Alliance Wit foeological Enemy BJP Announces
Vijay As TVK Declares Him CM Cancloat

Actor and Tamilaga Vettri
Kazhagam chief Vijay on Friday
announced that his party will not
have an alliance either with his
ideological enemy, the BJP nor
the political adversary, the
DMK.He stated that his political
stance does not align with either
the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
(DMK) or the All India Anna

Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
(AIADMK).

What Vijay Said?

At Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam's
(TVK) State Executive

Committee meeting, actor and

party chief Vijay said, "TVK-head-
ed alliance would always be against
DMK and BJP. There is no room for
compromise in this. This State
Executive Committee Meeting
strongly register this...\We are
Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam which is
not DMK or AIADMK to encourage
alliance with BJP for some selfish
political gains."Actor Vijay's
Tamilaga \ettri Kazhagam (TVK)
State Executive Committee Meeting

vbas he
Chennai.At the meeting, Vijay said,
"No direct or indirect alliance with
ideological enemy and separatists.
BJP divides people based on reli-
gion and encourages division
among people to enjoy political
gain. Their such poisonous attempts
could work anywhere but never in
Tamil Nadu."Vijay's remarks have
sparked discussions among political
circles, especially as Tamil Nadu
gears up for the 2026 -elections.

Many are curious about his
future political moves, given
his popularity and influence
in the state. The actor's clear
rejection of a BJP alliance
suggests he is charting an
' lindependent course.In recent
months, there have been
e efforts from the NDA to woo
Vijay. The BJP had shown
interest to join hands with
the actor. However, his cur-
rent statement has put an end
to the alliance debate.Also
_|several resolutions were
taken. One resolution stated,
"Electoral revision in poll-bound
states is an effort to reduce the votes
of minorities and this should be
stopped. The ECI has decided to
conduct intensive electoral revision
in assembly election-bound states
and it is highly suspicious that the
BJP is trying to reduce the minority
voters and to increase their voters
which is against democracy. This
State Executive Committee meeting
strongly condemns this."
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The Bharatlya Janata Party (BJP) IS in the final
stages of electing new state unit presidents, a
process that will lead to the appointment of the
next BJP national president, replacing JP Nadda.
Internal elections, which began last year, have
already seen over 10 new state chiefs appointed
across 28 states and Union Territories.BJP
National President Will the Saffron Party Appoint
Its First Woman Chief Two Women Leaders Top
the List

JP Nadda, who is currently the Union Health
Minister, has served as BJP's national president
since 2020. His tenure was extended in 2023 to
help lead the party through the 2024 Lok Sabha
elections. Sources say that the election of the new
BJP national president will take place after internal
polls conclude in key states like Uttar Pradesh,
Gujarat, Karnataka, Delhi, and Haryana.

BJP May Appoint First Woman National President
According to political insiders, the BJP is consid-
ering appointing a woman as its national president
for the first time. The move is seen as a strategic
effort to strengthen its appeal among women vot-
ers and align with its push for women's empower-
ment.Nirmala Sitharaman, the current Finance
Minister, is emerging as a top contender for BJP
national president. She has held key positions in
the Modi government, including Finance and
Defence portfolios. Her southern roots, especially
from Tamil Nadu, could help the party expand its
presence in the region. Her recent meeting with JP
Nadda and BJP general secretary BL Santhosh at
the party headquarters has fueled speculation.

2. Daggubati Purandeswari: Voice from Andhra
Pradesh

Former Andhra Pradesh BJP chief Daggubati
Purandeswari is another frontrunner for the post. A
seasoned leader, she was part of Operation
Sindoor, a government delegation that represented
India's anti-terrorism efforts in the UK, EU,
Germany, France, and Denmark.

3. Vanathi Srinivasan: Rising Star in BJP

Vanathi Srinivasan, who led the BJP Mabhila
Morcha, also features in the list of possible succes-
sors. She won the Coimbatore South assembly seat
in 2021 by defeating actor-politician Kamal
Haasan. Associated with the BJP since 1993, she
joined the Central Election Committee in 2022 and
IS viewed as a grassroots leader with national
potential.

Why Is BJP Eyeing a Woman President?

The BJP has seen rising support from women vot-
ers in recent elections. Political observers believe
appointing a woman BJP president would reflect
the party's growing focus on women empower-
ment and resonate with voters across India.The
move also aligns with the Women's Reservation
Bill passed in 2023, which mandates 33% reserva-
tion for women in the Lok Sabha and state legisla-
tive assemblies. A woman BJP president would
reinforce the party's commitment to gender equal-
ity and inclusive leadership.

What Happens Next?

The BJP's leadership change is expected after the
completion of pending state unit elections. With
Nirmala Sitharaman, Daggubati Purandeswari,
and Vanathi Srinivasan being discussed as serious
contenders, the party may be on the brink of creat-
ing history by appointing its first-ever woman
national president.
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Mumba’s Seaside Promenade To Welcome
PUcFrom Juy 1o Wit Two Key Stretche

Mumbai's much-anticipated
Coastal Road seaside promenade
will officially open to the public
on July 15, 2025. This public
space, part of the larger Mumbai
Coastal Road Project, will ini-
tially include two completed sec-
tions: a 2.75 km stretch between
Tata Garden and Haji Ali, and
another 2.5 km stretch from
Lovegrove Nullah (Worli Gutter)
to B.M. Thackeray Chowk, total-
Ing 5.25 km in the first
phase.The full promenade,
planned to run 7.5 km from
Breach Candy to Worli, will be
developed and opened in phases
over the next two and a half

years.Mumbai s Seaside
Promenade To Welcome Public
From July 15 With Two Key
StretchesTo maintain cleanliness
along the large promenade, the
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) will deploy
five mechanical sweeping
machines-three large and two
small-on a daily basis. Manual
cleaning was deemed impractical
due to the promenade's length
and anticipated visitor
numbers.In terms of sanitation,
four temporary bio-toilets will be
installed for a period ranging
from six months to one year.
These facilities will be placed

near Amarsons Garden (Breach
Candy), Mahalaxmi, and two
locations in Worli, following a
site inspection conducted in late
June. The toilets are designed to
blend with the environment and
have been chosen due to the cur-
rent absence of sewage infra-
structure in the area.Visitors can
look forward to a range of
amenities, including jogging
tracks, dedicated cycling lanes,
green patches, and seating zones,
making the promenade a func-
tional space for both regular
commuters and those seeking
recreation.

Development and Maintenance
Plans:

Reliance Industries Limited
(RIL) has been entrusted with
the development of 53 hectares
of reclaimed open space along
the Coastal Road. Landscaping
and public facilities in this area
will be built and maintained
through RIL's Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) contribu-
tions.The partial opening of the
promenade marks a major mile-
stone in Mumbai's broader initia-
tive to enhance its coastline,
expand public access, and
upgrade civic amenities.

Thackeray Famlly Reunion

At a massive joint rally held in
Worli, Mumbai, Maharashtra
Navnirman Sena (MNS) chief Raj
Thackeray made a striking
remark, crediting BJP leader and
Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis for reuniting him with
his estranged cousin, Shiv Sena
(UBT) chief Uddhav Thackeray,
after two decades of
separation."Uddhav and | are
coming together after 20 years...
What Balasaheb Thackeray could-
n't do, what thousands of others
couldn't do-Devendra Fadnavis has
managed to do," Raj declared in
Marathi, drawing loud applause
from the crowd. The cousins had
parted ways politically while Bal
Thackeray was still alive, after the
Sena patriarch chose Uddhav as his
political successor over Raj.The
joint appearance of the two
Thackerays was held under the ban-
ner of "Marathi pride,” a theme
strongly associated with Bal
Thackeray's political legacy. The
timing of their reunion coincides
with widespread backlash against
the Maharashtra government's now-
withdrawn decision to introduce
Hindi as a mandatory third lan-
guage in schools."Why is Hindi

being forced on our children?" Raj
questioned, slamming the BJP-led

government's language policy.
Uddhav, speaking after him,
expressed solidarity on the issue:
"When it comes to language, Raj, I,
and everyone here are
united."Uddhav also addressed crit-
icism regarding their parties'
aggressive tactics. "Yes, we are
goons. If being goons means fight-
ing for justice, then we are ready to
do goondagiri," he said defiantly, in
reference to allegations of MNS
and Shiv Sena workers confronting
street vendors and others for not
speaking Marathi.Raj Thackeray
emphasized the street-level strength
of their movements, contrasting it
with the BJP's institutional power:
"Your power lies in the legislature.
Ours is on the street," he said. He
claimed the public backlash forced

the government to roll
back its language policy,
pointing out that the
decision had been made
without consulting edu-
cation experts. "Just
because you have power,
you think you can
impose things,"” Raj
added.Taking a swipe at
states ruled by BJP
where Hindi is the pri-
mary language, Raj stat-
ed, "Hindi-speaking
states remain economically back-
ward. Their people are migrating to
non-Hindi-speaking regions. Why
hasn't Hindi  helped them
progress?"On the controversial
third-language issue, he alleged it
was just the beginning: "They were
testing the waters. If the Hindi deci-
sion had gone unopposed, the next
step would have been to attempt
separating Mumbai from
Maharashtra."Leaders from both
factions were visibly elated during
the rally. Shiv Sena (UBT)
spokesperson Anand Dubey told
ANI, "This is a golden moment.
After many years, both Thackerays-
two powerful names in Maharashtra
politics-have come together. Not for
political gain, but for the honour of
Maharashtra."
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