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...In an assertive stance against the pro-
motion of betting culture, the Telangana
government has launched a vigorous
campaign, spearheaded by esteemed IPS
officer Sajjanar. Known for his public-
focused approach, Sajjanar has initiated
legal actions against individuals using
their social media platforms to encour-
age betting activities. This crackdown
has already seen popular figures like
YouTubers Bayya Sunny Yadav and
Harsha Sai facing charges laid by the
Telangana police for their involvement
in promoting betting applications.The
Punjagutta police have further expanded
this crackdown, booking 11 more social
media influencers for similar offenses.
Among those implicated are well-known
personalities such as anchor Shyamala,
Vishnupriya, Supritha, Ritu Chaudhary,
Harshasai, Tasty Teja, Pareshan Boys
Imran, Kiran Goud, Ajay, Sunny, and
Sudheer. These individuals find them-
selves accused under Sections 318(4) of
the BNS, alongside Sections 3, 3(A),
and 4 of the Telangana State Gaming
Act, and Section 66D of the IT Act,
2008. This legal action underscores the
Telangana government's commitment to
eradicating the promotion of gambling
through social media.The onset of this
legal battle against betting promotions
on social media platforms stems from
the influencers' assertions of earning
significant money through gambling.
Such claims have had a detrimental
effect on the public, enticing many to
partake in gambling, thereby risking
financial stability and well-being. The
government's response to this issue has
been swift and decisive, aiming to curb
the influence of betting culture among
the masses.This campaign against bet-
ting is a commendable move by the
Telangana government, showcasing their
dedication to safeguarding public inter-
ests. The legal repercussions faced by
the influencers serve as a stern warning
to others about the serious consequences
of promoting gambling. As the authori-
ties proceed with their actions, it's clear
that the drive to dissuade betting is gain-
ing momentum, reflecting the govern-
ment's firm stance on preserving societal
values against the perils of gambling.
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US Customs Under Scrutiny for Targeting

Indian E\der\y Green Card Holders

In

recent developments, the US
Customs has been scrutinized for its
harsh treatment of Indian elderly cit-
izens at airports, compelling them to
relinquish their Green Cards under
duress. This practice has raised con-
cerns among legal circles, highlight-
ing a significant overreach by
Customs and Border Protection
(CBP) officers. Legal professionals
emphasize that the authority to
revoke a Green Card lies solely with
an immigration judge, not with CBP
personnel at the airport, suggesting a
misuse of power targeting vulnerable
seniors.The issue extends beyond
mere procedural misconduct. A pre-
vailing advisory among the Indian
community, especially for Green
Card holders, is to remain within the

tfl
In an extraordinary leap in medical

science, a titanium metal heart,
known as the Byocor artificial

heart, has been offering new hope #

to individuals with severe heart
conditions. Remarkably, this device |

has successfully sustained a per- |

o

son's life for more than 100 days
without the need for a human heart
transplant immediately. This inno-
vation emerges as a beacon of hope,
especially when the availability of
donor hearts remains scarce and the
need for such organs far exceeds the
supply.The Byocor artificial heart
represents a significant breakthrough,
providing an interim solution for
patients awaiting heart transplants.
Typically, the only recourse for a fail-
ing heart has been a transplant.
However, the scarcity of donor hearts
makes it a challenging prospect. This
technological marvel has been
implanted in six individuals world-
wide, demonstrating its potential to
bridge the gap until a donor becomes
available. Notably, a 40-year-old
Australian became the pioneer to live
outside a hospital environment for
over a month with this artificial
heart.This device, crafted to mimic
the human heart's function, was
developed by Australian researcher
Daniel Timms in response to his
father's severe heart attack in 2001.
Drawing inspiration from his father's
profession as a plumber, Timms
embarked on this innovative journey
by utilizing pipes and valves from a
hardware store. His dedication over

US for at least six months at
a stretch or secure explicit
- approval for overseas travel.
Unfortunately, under the pre-
vailing administrative cli-
mate, obtaining such permis-
sions is increasingly chal-
lenging. This situation has
led to a concerning trend
where many Indians are sur-
" rendering their Green Cards,
driven by the stringent
adherence to the six-month
residency rule and the fear of unwar-
ranted scrutiny upon their
return.Also, the predicament for
Green Card holders is exacerbated
when they spend time outside the
US. While the law identifies
absences of more than 180 days as
potential grounds for the abandon-
ment of residency status, recent
enforcement actions have cast a
wider net, impacting even those who
have been away for shorter periods.
It's crucial for Green Card holders to
be vigilant and informed about their
rights and the current policies to
navigate these trying times effective-
ly."Holders of the Green Card must
stay in the US for a minimum of six
months, or obtain approval before
leaving the country." However,

H

24 years has culminated in the cre-
ation of the Byocor, which has under-
gone successful animal testing and is
now in human trials.The artificial
heart's design is a marvel of engineer-
ing, featuring a single rotor that uses
magnetic forces to float and rotate
continuously, ensuring smooth and
uninterrupted blood flow. Weighing
just 650 grams, it can be accommo-
dated within the chests of adults and
children as young as 12 years.
Importantly, the device is equipped
with a smart controller that adjusts
blood flow based on the patient's
physical activity, enhancing its func-
tionality and longevity.The implanta-
tion of the Byocor heart in the
Australian patient marked a historic
moment, allowing him to return home
and lead a relatively normal life for
105 days. This period provided
invaluable insights into how patients
adapt to such a device outside the
clinical setting. Impressively, the arti-
ficial heart functioned effectively
without constant medical supervision,

:
-

securing such approval has become
an uphill battle with the current gov-
ernment's stringent policies. This has
resulted in an increasing number of
Indians relinquishing their Green
Cards, a move that legal experts
argue could be avoided with better
awareness and preparation.Given the
current climate, it's advisable for
Indian Green Card holders to limit
international travel until the situation
stabilizes. The targeted approach
towards the elderly and the stringent
enforcement of residency require-
ments underscore a broader issue of
policy interpretation and enforce-
ment that could have lasting implica-
tions for immigrants.In conclusion,
the recent actions by the US
Customs, particularly the targeting of
Indian elderly and the stringent
enforcement of residency rules for
Green Card holders, call for a
reassessment of travel plans and a
deeper understanding of one's rights.
Legal advice stresses the importance
of not succumbing to pressure at air-
ports and reminds that only an immi-
gration judge has the power to
revoke a Green Card. Amidst these
challenges, it remains crucial for the
Indian community to stay informed
and prepared.

el

a testament to its reliability
and potential as a life-saving
tool.Paul Janz, who led the
surgical team, emphasized the
significance of this develop-
ment, stating, "This device is
paving the way for a new his-
tory in heart transplant sur-
gery." The success of these
implantations underscores the
potential of the Byocor artifi-
cial heart to serve as an alter-

native for those lacking donor

options or unwilling to endure the
lengthy wait for a tran
splant.Currently, the Byocor artificial
heart is not commercially available
but shows promise in experimental
trials. With an estimated 50,000 peo-
ple requiring heart transplants annu-
ally worldwide and less than 6,000
receiving them, the demand for an
alternative solution is urgent. This
titanium heart offers a glimmer of
hope to those in dire need, potentially
revolutionizing the approach to treat-
ing severe heart conditions.In conclu-
sion, the development and successful
implantation of the Byocor artificial
heart mark a significant milestone in
medical science. It not only extends
the lives of those with failing hearts
but also represents a substantial
advance in the quest for viable alter-
natives to heart transplants. As this
technology progresses, it holds the
potential to save thousands of lives,

offering a lifeline to those awaiting a

donor heart.

H N



8O0 10 - 8 - 2025

10 SUNDAY AUGUST 2025

E@@é 2ij9e0

=" ROYALJOURNLISA

Ind\aneedsasmarterapproach 0 CrOWd managemer

In India, large gatherings are not rare
disruptions. They are the norm. Cricket
victories, political rallies, religious fes-
tivals, celebrity appearances, airport
inaugurations — each can summon
thousands, sometimes hundreds of
thousands, into open public spaces,
often with little formal planning. These
crowds reflect India’s energy and
scale.But they also present a persistent
challenge: how to manage such gather-
ings safely, predictably, and without
incident. Recent tragedies have high-
lighted the cost of poor crowd manage-
ment. But the solution lies not in stricter
enforcement or post-incident inquiry. It
lies in something India’s governance
structures too often overlook: systemic
planning. Crowds in India are changing.
They no longer assemble only for annu-
al religious rituals or pre-scheduled
political events. Instead, many now
form spontaneously — mobilised in
minutes via social media, often in semi-
urban spaces not designed to handle
them.They are less hierarchical, more
mobile, and more complex to antici-
pate. Policing such crowds with tradi-
tional methods — barricades, loudhail-
ers, baton units — is both inefficient

anRal R

On a clear June day, draped in marigold
flowers and national pride, the Vande
Bharat Express began its maiden jour-
ney from Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Katra
to Srinagar. Flagged off by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, the moment
marked more than the launch of a high-
speed train. It was the culmination of a
century-old dream — one forged in
steel, vision, and unyielding resolve.
The rail unification of Kashmir with the
rest of India is that resolve. It is evident
on the happy faces of the people travel-
ling on the train. Train to Kashmir with
an ultra-modern travel experience runs
on the solid foundation of our engi-
neers. Cutting short the travel time,
high-speed Vande Bharat trains are run-
ning twice a day, six times a week from
both sides. They are not only bringing
much-needed push for the local eco-
nomic development in the valley but are
also proving to be a boon for the tourists
from across the country. The pictur-
esque journey with ultra-modern com-
forts in such a short time of three hours
vis-a-vis road journey of six to seven
hours has truly unified hilly Kashmir
with the rest of India in all weathers for
us. For decades, Kashmir’s story has
been told through the lens of conflict
and remoteness. It’s heartening to see it
being rewritten in the language of infra-
structure — bridges, tunnels, and rail
lines threading their way through the
mountains. Coming on the eve of 11
years of Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi’s governance at the centre, the
special trains and the connecting link
are all set to change the destiny of locals
in Kashmir.In its 172-year history of
service to the nation, Indian Railways
has proudly crossed many important
milestones. Generations of dedicated
railway men and women have toiled to
make connectivity and carriage a daily
reality. But to paraphrase a line from an

and increasingly inadequate. Frontline
officers are experienced but often
under-resourced. What is needed is not
better policing, but better governance.
India would benefit from codifying its
approach to mass gatherings into a
National Framework for Crowd
Management. This would not be a one-
size-fits-all mandate but a flexible,
tiered system of planning protocols —
classified by crowd size, event type,
and infrastructure profile. Such a frame-
work could formalise practices that are
currently ad hoc. Risk assessments, exit
planning, inter-agency co-ordination,
and deployment checklists should be
standard procedures, not left to individ-
ual discretion. Crowd safety should be
integrated into disaster management
plans and urban planning policies,
rather than remaining solely the respon-
sibility of district police officers. At the
district level, the introduction of Joint
Operations Centres (JOCs) — muilti-
agency units that co-ordinate planning
and response during significant events
— could vastly improve efficiency.
Police, health services, fire depart-
ments, transportation authorities, and
municipal bodies should work from a

Kasnm

iconic Indian advertisement:

Indian

shared playbook with clear lines of
authority and command. Technology
can also do more of the heavy lifting.
Many Indian cities are now equipped
with CCTV networks and drone
units.These assets, combined with
crowd-modelling software and Al-
based density tracking, can provide
real-time alerts and enable pre-emptive
responses. In high-risk events, Al
heatmaps can help guide crowd disper-
sal, monitor entry flows, and identify
potential pressure points before they
escalate into dangerous situations.
However, few police units have access
to this technology in a usable, integrat-
ed form.The Ministry of Home Affairs
could bridge this gap by funding state-
level pilot projects through the
Modernisation of Police Forces
scheme. Partnerships with Indian
research institutions and private tech
firms could yield homegrown solutions
suited to India’s unique conditions.
Physical infrastructure often determines
whether a crowd flows or clogs. India’s
urban spaces frequently lack adequate
signage, multiple exits, or directional
guidance for mass movement. Cities
should be encouraged, through innova-

tive city programmes or urban develop-
ment grants, to incorporate crowd-con-
scious design into their routine infra-
structure upgrades. For recurring high-
density events, such as pilgrimages or
local festivals, temporary modular
infrastructure (barricades, elevated
walkways, digital signage, and mobile
medical units) can be deployed.No sys-
tem of control is complete without pub-
lic co-operation. In moments of panic,
communication — fast, accurate, and
trusted — is critical. Police forces
should develop public messaging strate-
gies tailored to event type and local lan-
guage, using both digital platforms and
community networks. In areas with
recurring gatherings, citizen engage-
ment, through resident welfare associa-
tions, local leaders, and panchayats, can
enhance both awareness and compli-
ance. India’s police forces learn con-
stantly, but often in isolation. A nation-
al repository of After-Action Reports —
brief, structured analyses of crowd
events — could be maintained by the
Bureau of Police Research and
Development. Accountability, too, must
evolve.

A Narvel of Incian Encinesrin

Railways doesn’t just build tracks-it jte:

also knits the fabric of national unity!
From lIsolation to Integration

Historically, Kashmir’s isolation was |4

more than metaphorical — it was geo-

graphic and punishingly real. Tucked [}
high in the Himalayas and routinely cut [}

off by snow for days, the region

remained distant not just in reach but

even in experience. Roads were often

treacherous, air travel limited, and full =

rail connectivity a mirage long prom-
ised.A British-era proposal for a
Kashmir rail link remained on the draw-
ing board for decades, hindered by
complex geopolitical challenges. After
countless rounds of deliberations, feasi-
bility studies, technical evaluations, and
consultations with both domestic and
international experts, the Udhampur-
Srinagar-Baramulla Rail Link
(USBRL) was officially sanctioned in
1994. While the northern and southern
sections progressed steadily and were
effectively completed within a decade,
the central stretch — from Katra to
Banihal — posed an engineering and
security challenge of Himalayan pro-
portions. For years, the rail line lingered
as two disconnected segments — like
outstretched hands reaching across a
chasm of mountains. But that chasm
symbolised more than just physical ter-
rain. The final push to complete the
USBRL project came when the
Government declared it a national pri-
ority. With firm resolve and cutting-
edge technology working in tandem, the
project finally saw light at the end of the
tunnel — quite literally. As Railway
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw aptly
remarked, this was far more than a
transportation initiative; it was a nation-
building effort.

Where Steel Defies the Sky

The USBRL project may well be the

i gq,‘:}wgv‘i?? distances both physical and psy-

A Train Called Hope

meadows and valleys, bridging

chologlcal proclalmlng that
reduced travel time between

»|Srinagar and Katra to just over
|three hours, down from nearly six.

|\What was once a treacherous road

QAN .'; Ujourney through landslide-prone

most ambitious rall |n|t|at|ve since
Independence. The 272-km stretch
between Udhampur and Baramulla
snakes through 40 tunnels and over 900
bridges. And at the centre of it all is the
record-breaking Chenab Bridge — the
tallest railway bridge in the world,
standing 359 metres above the riverbed.
This marvel of engineering is capable
of withstanding wind speeds up to 260
kmph and tremors of seismic zone V.
Beside it stands the Anji Khad Bridge,
India’s first cable-stayed railway
bridge, stretching asymmetrically
across a valley, anchored by a single
pylon and supported by 96
cables.Tunnels, including the 11-kilo-
metre-long T-80 (Banihal-Qazigund)
tunnel through the Pir Panjal range,
have been carved through fragile rock
with a mix of dynamite and human grit.
Physical surveys were done on horse-
back, while drones and satellite imaging
provided aerial support. Workers
laboured through harsh winters, sudden
landslides, and the looming threat of
Pak-sponsored terrorist attacks.Today,
more than 190 km of tunnels and thou-
sands of tonnes of steel later, the line
stands complete — a feat that combines
precision engineering with a certain
audacity of vision, linking the Valley to
the rest of the nation in a way that is
profoundly symbolic.

hairpin bends and unpredictable weath-
er, 1Is now a smooth ride through tunnels
and bridges that defy belief. It connects
not only cities, but lives. Children in
far-off villages are now talking about
universities in Jammu and Delhi. Local
artisans, apple growers, and carpet
weavers now see their goods reaching
markets beyond the valley — fresher,
faster, further. “Where there were once
checkpoints and delays,” said a young
shopkeeper in Srinagar, “there is now
the sound of a train. It feels like we’re
no longer waiting for the rest of the
country to arrive — we are moving with
it.”

A New Journey, Still Unfolding

This is not to suggest that one train will
solve Kashmir’s complex problems.
Infrastructure cannot erase history or
immediately heal wounds —security
concerns will need addressing yet. But
it can open doors — both literal and
symbolic. And it can lay the ground-
work for integration that is economic,
social, and, ultimately, emotional.What
began as a dream on drawing boards in
colonial offices has become a reality on
steel rails blending with Himalayan
rock. The rail line to Kashmir is the
story of a country that refused to be
daunted by terrain, terror, or time. From
mountain shadows to sunlit stations, a
new journey has begun!
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