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Participating in a Fireside Chat Session at the Pioneer
Biofuels 360° Summit, Minister of Petroleum and
Natural Gas, Hardeep Singh Puri stated that ethanol
blending is all about empowering Annadatas by turn-
ing them into UrjadatasDispelling misinformation
and false narratives surrounding ethanol-blended
fuel, Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas Hardeep
Singh Puri, on the occasion of “World Biofuel Day”,
emphasised that there has not been a single case of
engine failure or breakdown reported since E20
became a base fuel over the last 10
months.Emphasising the far-reaching benefits of
ethanol blending, particularly E20 Puri highlighted
its transformative impact on the country’s energy
landscape. Citing Brazil’s example, he said the coun-
try has run on E27 for years without any issues.Some
lobbies with vested interests are actively attempting
to create confusion and derail India’s ethanol revolu-
tion. However, such efforts will not succeed. The E20
transition is already firmly underway, backed by
strong policy support, industry readiness, and public
acceptance — and there is no turning
back.Elaborating on the benefits of E20, the Minister
said it results into reduction in greenhouse gas emis-
sions, improves air quality, enhances engine perform-
ance, and has already led to over "1.4 lakh crore in
foreign exchange savings. He pointed out that 2G
ethanol refineries in Panipat and Numaligarh are con-
verting agricultural residues like parali and bamboo
into ethanol, providing a win-win solution for clean
fuel, pollution control, and farmer income. He further
highlighted the remarkable growth of maize-based
ethanol — from 0 per cent in 2021-22 to 42 per cent
this year — calling it a transformational
shift.Responding to a question by The Pioneer print-
er and publisher Kushan Mitra, on the success of the
Ethanol Blended Petrol (EBP) programme, Puri high-
lighted that ethanol blending gained serious momen-
tum only after 2014, when Prime Minister Narendra
Modi assumed office. In 2014, ethanol blending was
merely 1.53 per cent.Puri said by 2022, India
achieved 10 percent blending, five months ahead of
schedule. The original target of 20 percent blending
(E20) by 2030 was advanced to 2025 and has already
been achieved in the current Ethanol Supply Year
(ESY). This success, the Minister noted, was made
possible through sustained policy reforms such as
guaranteed pricing for ethanol, allowing multiple
feedstocks, and rapidly expanding distillation capac-
ity across the country.On the issue of Flex-Fuel
Vehicles (FFVs), Puri said that the Indian automobile
industry  has  already  demonstrated its
capability.Indian OEMSs have begun rolling out proto-
types for E85-compatible vehicles. Continuous con-
sultations have been held with the Society of Indian
Automobile Manufacturers (SIAM) and other major
auto manufacturers, and the direction is clear — pro-
gressively moving towards higher ethanol
blends.“There has not been a single case of engine
failure or breakdown since E20 became a base fuel 10
months ago. Look at Brazil — they’ve run on E27 for
years without issues,” Puri stated.The Minister said
Ethanol Blending Roadmap (2020-25) has laid a
strong foundation, and the successful rollout of E20
— five years ahead of target — demonstrates both
industry readiness and consumer acceptance. The
country will now gradually scale towards E25, E27,
and E30 in a phased, calibrated manner with the sup-
port of BIS standards and fiscal incentives.Puri
stressed that ethanol blending is not just about mixing
fuel — it is about empowering Annadatas by turning
them into Urjadatas, reducing crude imports, saving
foreign exchange, creating green jobs, and honouring
India’s climate commitments. Over the past 11 years,
ethanol procurement has enabled "1.21 lakh crore
income to farmers, reduced crude imports by 238.68
lakh metric tons, and saved "1.40 lakh crore in for-
eign exchange.Speaking about India’s efforts in
Sustainable Aviation Fuel (SAF), Puri said the
Ministry is working closely with oil marketing com-
panies, airlines, and global technology partners to
develop and scale up SAF. Like ethanol, India will
adopt a phased approach to SAF adoption. A blend-
ing mandate has already been initiated, with a target
of one percent blending for international flights by
2027, increasing to 2 percent by 2028, and scaling
further as supply stabilises. He also cited the example
of the Indian Oil Corporation Ltd. Refinery in
Panipat, which is using used cooking oil to produce
SAF — showcasing India’s innovative and sustain-
able pathway forward.Further Puri said India already
have 113 compressed biogas (CBG) plants operating
and another 73 under construction. If you look at the
car models coming onto the market, many new ones
are CNG-compatible. So that's a success story.Puri
pointed to India's liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) dis-
tribution as another example of progress in energy
access. Today, we are running against all statistics.
We have 33.5 crore LPG connections in the country,
including 10.5 crore under the Ujjwala Yojana, yet
we still import about 60 per cent of our LPG.While
acknowledging the import dependency, Puri reaf-
firmed that the country is taking decisive steps to
increase domestic production. Yes, our production is
going up by 18 per cent per year, but even there we
are still importing around 50 per cent, he
said.Minister Puri stressed on the country's commit-
ment to Atmanirbhar Bharat or self-reliant India. A
country like India, which has these challenges, is
moving in the direction of self-sufficiency, but it's
going to take time," he stated. "Meanwhile, we will
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Seven people were killed when a wall collapsed
near Mohan Baba Mandir in Jaitpur amid heavy
rains in the national capital on Saturday morn-
ing, police said.While the Delhi Fire Service
(DFS) earlier claimed that eight people had died
in the incident, police later stated that seven vic-
tims were confirmed dead and one injured per-
son was undergoing treatment.According to
DFS officials, the department received a call
regarding the wall collapse at 9:16 a.m. Three
fire tenders, along with police teams, rushed to
the spot. The downpour, which began late
Friday night around 11 pm, had lashed several
parts of Delhi-NCR, and the India
Meteorological Department had issued a red
alert for Saturday.Police said the PCR received
the first call about the collapse at 9:13 a.m.,
with the caller stating in Hindi, "Badi deewar
gir gayi hai," and that four to five persons were
trapped under the debris.A senior police officer
said that upon receiving the call, the Station
House Officer (SHO) of Jaitpur, along with all
1 |

The Rajya Sabha proceedlngs Were
adjourned for the day on Wednesday
amid continued din by the Opposition
on the issue of Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls in
Bihar.The House was earlier
adjourned till 2 pm soon after tabling
of papers and obituary reference at 11
am.When the House reassembled at 2
pm, Opposition MPs were on their
feet once again, demanding a discus-
sion of the electoral rolls revision

ﬁ

Animal rights activist and former
Union minister Maneka Gandhi on
Monday strongly criticised the
Supreme Court’s order on stray dogs
in Delhi-NCR, calling the directive
"Impractical”, "financially unviable"
and "potentially harmful” to the
region's ecological balance.The apex
court, terming the stray dog menace
“extremely grim”, ordered the Delhi
government and civic bodies to start
picking up strays from all localities["
and keep them in shelters, warning of
strict action against anyone obstruct-
ing the drive.Gandhi said that the
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available staff, immediately reached the site
carrying ropes and other rescue tools."Rescue
operations were initiated without delay.
Additional DCP (South-East) Aishwarya
Sharma and ACP Ravishankar also arrived to
oversee the operations," the officer said.The
officer added that the wall was broken through
to rescue those trapped. Eight persons were
pulled out and rushed to the AIIMS Trauma
Centre and Safdarjung Hospital."Of the eight,
seven — including three men, two women, and
two minor girls — succumbed to their injuries
during treatment. The injured person, identified
as Hasibul (27), son of Khushana, a resident of
Gangadhari, Jortalapara in West Bengal's
Murshidabad district, is undergoing treatment at
Safdarjung Hospital's trauma centre," said the
officer.Police said a thorough search was car-
ried out by the Delhi Fire Service and National
Disaster Response Force (NDRF) teams, but no
other persons were found under the debris.The
exact cause of the wall collapse is yet to be

1
exermse that is underway in
BlharAmld the dm Finance

& for Manipur for 2025-26.Chair

-‘«?‘ Bubaneswar Kalita then called
sfor The Carriage of Goods by
m Sea Bill 2025 to be taken up,
ieven as Opposition MPs insisted
that a discussion be held on the
4SIR issue first.The bill, which
was already passed by the Lok
Sabha, was approved by voice
vote in the Upper House amid the
din.Opposition MPs meanwhile con-
tinued raising slogans. Several
Trinamool Congress MPs trooped into
the Well of the House followed by
MPs from Congress and other par-
ties. TMC's Mamata Thakur and
AAP's Sanjay Singh were meanwhile
seen trying to climb the Chairman's
podium.As Opposition MPs continued
to protest, the Chair adjourned the
House for the day.Earlier when the
1 1

|

scale of the task makes it "unwork-
able™.*You have three lakh dogs in
Delhi. To get them all off the roads,
you’ll have to make 3,000 pounds, each
with drainage, water, a shed, a kitchen,
and a watchman. That will cost about Rs
15,000 crore. Does Delhi have Rs 15,000
crore for this?” she told PTI.The former
Union minister said that feeding the
impounded dogs would require another
Rs 5 crore a week, which she warned
could spark a public backlash.She also
questioned the legality of the ruling,

pointing out that a different Supreme
Court bench had passed a “balanced
judgment” on the same issue just a
month earlier.“Now, after one month, a
two-member bench gives another judg-
ment which says ‘sabko pakdo’ (pick up
all).  Which judgment is valid?
Obviously, the first one, because that’s a
settled judgment,” Gandhi said.The BJP
leader warned that removing stray dogs
could create new problems. “Within 48
hours, three lakh dogs will come from
Ghaziabad, Faridabad because there’s
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ascertained. However, officials pointed to the
possibility of waterlogging and soil weakening
due to the overnight heavy rainfall. A senior
DFS official said, "The intensity of the rain
since Friday night has been very high, which
may have led to weakening of structures in low-
lying and vulnerable areas. In this case, we are
still examining whether poor maintenance, con-
struction defects, or natural causes triggered the
collapse."The national capital received heavy
rainfall through the night, causing waterlogging
in several areas, traffic snarls, and reports of
minor wall collapses and tree falls from across
the city.Police said a case is being registered
under appropriate sections of law, and an inves-
tigation will be taken up. "We will look into the
structural condition of the wall, ownership, and
any negligence involved. Statements of wit-
nesses and survivors will be recorded,"” the offi-
cer said.

House met at 11 am, after the obituary
reference and laying of papers,
Deputy Chairman Harivansh
announced that he had received 35
notices from members under Rule 267
and rejected them as they did not meet
the rule's requirement.”"In view of the
observation made yesterday, since
none of the notices are in adherence to
the requirement of the rule as initiated
in the past, | am not admitting any of
the notices," Harivansh said.The
Deputy Chairman urged the
Opposition to allow the House to
function so that members could raise
their concerns during Zero Hour."l
have clearly explained. Many mem-
bers came to me and said that we have
the right to raise our issues during
Zero Hour. Allow them to raise their
questions during Zero Hour," he
said.However, the Opposition mem-
bers were up on their feet in protest,
leading to adjournment of the House
by the Chair till 2 pm.

food here in Delhi. And once
you remove the dogs, monkeys
will come on the ground...I’ve
seen this happen at my own
house. In Paris in the 1880s,
when they removed dogs and
cats, the city was overrun with
rats,” she said, calling dogs
“rodent control animals”.She
also cautioned that the order
could trigger street clashes.“To
get them into pounds, you will
|have a pitched battle with feed-
“|ers in every street because they
|will beat you up and make the
dogs run away. Why are we
destabilising Delhi?” Gandhi said.The
Delhi government has indicated it will
follow the court's order, with Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta saying the stray
dog menace has assumed gigantic pro-
portion and assuring that the government
will soon come up with a policy and
implement the order in a planned man-
ner.Delhi Development Minister Kapil
Mishra said the move will “free the city
from the fear of rabies and stray ani-
mals”.
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After Pakistan's Army Chief Asim Munir,
a prominent politician from Islamabad has
now issued a threat to India over the sus-
pension of the decades-old Indus Water |
Treaty.Speaking at an event, Pakistan
People's Party Chief Bilawal Bhutto has
asked the Pakistanis to unite against Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's "aggression™.
"The actions of the Indian government,
under the leadership of Narendra Modi,
have caused great damage to Pakistan. It is
necessary that we, as a united people,
stand together against PM Modi and these
aggressions,” NDTV quoted the foreign
minister as saying on Monday."You people
(Pakistanis) are strong enough for war to
get back all six rivers. If India continues on
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India and Pakistan's relationship has been strained since
the April 22 Pahalgam terrorist attack in which 26 peo-
ple were killed. A news report now claims that in
response to its military setbacks and other political
developments, Pakistan is now engaging in what is
being called "petty retaliation” against Indian diplomats
and their families in Islamabad, according to a report in
Economic Times.Gas Supply: Gas supply to the Indian
High Commission has been intentionally cut off, and
local vendors have been instructed not to sell gas cylin-
ders to Indian personnel.Water Supply: Vendors have
been prohibited from supplying mineral water and clean
drinking water to the High Commission, forcing staff to
rely on unsafe tap water.Newspaper Delivery:
Newspaper suppliers have been ordered to stop deliver-
ing publications to the mission, which is seen as an
attempt to restrict the flow of information to the
staff.The report links these actions to recent events,
including India's suspension of the Indus Water Treaty
and the "Operation Sindoor" military operation. These
developments, along with the 2019 Pulwama attack and
subsequent Balakot airstrikes, have reportedly caused
new tensions and brought high-level bilateral discus-
sions to a halt. The article concludes that these acts are
a continuation of a long-standing Pakistani policy of
using unconventional pressure tactics instead of direct
negotiations.Meanwhile, Pakistan Army Chief Asim
Munir has warned India of "nuclear war" if his country
faces an existential threat in future, ThePrint report-
ed."We are a nuclear nation, if we think we are going
down, we'll take half the world down with us," Field
Marshal Asim Munir said at a dinner hosted by busi-
nessman Adnan Asad in Tampa in the US.Munir also
threatened India of destroying dams if it constructs on
the Indus water channels. "We will wait for India to
build a dam, and when it does so, phir 10 missile sey
faarigh kar dengey [we will destroy it with 10 mis-
siles]...The Indus River is not the Indians' family prop-
erty. Humein missilon ki kami nahin hai, al-hamdulillah
[we have no shortage of missiles, Praise be to God],"”
Munir reportedly stated.

-
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India and the United States' relationship
has been heading downhill in the last few
months. The previously warm relations
between these two democracies have hit a
new low after US President Donald Trump
imposed a 50% tariff on Indian exports.
This move has prompted Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to explore alliances in the
east.A Bloomberg report sheds light on a
key phone call that may have influenced
the current state of affairs. Weeks after
Trump announced a ceasefire between
India and Pakistan, he had a 35-minute
conversation with Modi.Following this
incident, officials believe Trump's attitude

20500 13 - 8 - 2025

) bt bl

this path, it leaves us with no choice except
to consider all options, including the pos-
sibility of war, to protect our national
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interests," Bhutto said at the event
h organised by the Culture Department
of the government of Sindh.India
launched Operation Sindoor on May
7, following the April 22 terrorist
attack in Pahalgam and hit nine ter-
ror infrastructure sites in the
Pakistan-occupied-Kashmir  and
Pakistan. New Delhi successfully
countered Islamabad's attack, caus-
ing a lot of damage."We did not start
the war. But if you think of carrying
out an attack like Sindoor, then know
that the people of every province of

== pakistan are ready to fight you - and
thls is a war that you will definitely lose.
We won't bow down," Bhutto stated.His
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remarks come a day after Asim Munir
warned India of "nuclear war" if his coun-
try faces an existential threat in future.
"We are a nuclear nation, if we think we
are going down, we'll take half the world
down with us," Field Marshal Asim Munir
said at a dinner hosted by businessman
Adnan Asad in Tampa in the US.Nuclear
sabre-rattling is Pakistan's stock-in-trade.
The international community can draw its
own conclusions on the irresponsibility
inherent in such remarks, which also rein-
force the well-held doubts about the
integrity of nuclear command and control
in a state where the military is hand-in-
glove with terrorist groups,” the statement
from the MEA read.
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ters, and community involvement to

Justices JB Pardiwala and R
Mahadevan directed the Delhi govern-
ment, Municipal Corporation of Delhi
(MCD), and New Delhi Municipal
Council (NDMC) to promptly begin
removing stray dogs from all areas
and, if necessary, establish a dedicated

task force to carry out this
operation.Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi  strongly criticised the

Supreme Court's order, describing it as

maintain public safety without causing
harm to animals.Gandhi emphasized,
"The Supreme Court's directive to
remove all stray dogs from Delhi-NCR
reverses years of compassionate, evi-
dence-backed approaches. These vul-
nerable creatures are not problems to
be eliminated. Through shelters, steril-
isation, vaccination, and community
care, we can ensure safety on our
streets without cruelty. Blanket

a "regressive move that undermines
decades of humane and science-based
policies.” In a statement on X, Gandhi
condemned the blanket removal of
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3S2F had departed around 8
a.m., but shortly thereafter, itsj
right engine caught fire.[s
Dramatic footage captured the j
plane's urgent return to the
runway, flames trailing from <&
its wing as ground crews pre-
pared to extinguish the fire.
The aircraft landed safely at

lacking compassion.”

A cargo aircraft arriving in Chennai
from Kuala Lumpur experienced an
engine fire while landing on Tuesday.
The blaze, which broke out in the
plane's fourth engine, was swiftly con-
tained after touchdown. Officials con-
firmed that no crew members were
injured, and the cause of the incident is
now under investigation.According to
sources cited by PTI, the fire occurred

just as the inbound international cargo on board escaped injury,

stray dogs as "cruel, short -sighted, and
He advocated
for solutions centered on sterilisation,
vaccination, the establishment of shel-

removals are inhumane and betray our
compassion. It is possible to protect
public safety while upholding animal
welfare."
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8:07 a.m., and all three people [l

towards India shifted. He began criticising
India publicly, using terms like 'dead econ-
omy’ and 'obnoxious trade barriers’. This
culminated in the hefty tariff on Indian pf
exports and a pause in trade negotiations,
according to the report.Seven months ago,
when Trump commenced his second term
in office, he aimed to foster strong ties
with his 'dear friend” Modi. Despite India’s
eagerness to initiate trade talks with the
US, discussions have stalled.
remains firm against opening India's dairy
and agriculture sectors to US demands.An
Indian official revealed that negotiators
underestimated the influence of the US

flight was completing its landing
approach. Emergency crews promptly
responded, ensuring the flames were
extinguished without harm to anyone
on board.This event follows a similar
episode in March when a FedEx cargo
aircraft was forced into an emergency
landing at Newark Liberty
International Airport after flames
erupted from one of its engines min-
utes after takeoff.The Boeing 767-

according to the Port Authority
of New York and New Jersey.FedEx
and aviation authorities later con-
firmed the incident was triggered by a
bird strike during takeoff. A FedEx
spokesperson told The New York Post,
"FedEx Flight 3609 from Newark to
Indianapolis experienced a bird strike
during takeoff. Our crew declared an
emergency and returned safely to
Newark. We are thankful for the quick

tWith Incia? PM Mo

Modi

farm lobby, midwestern senators, and
dairy cooperatives. They also lacked a
backup plan for quick resolution if Trump
escalated tensions. Despite these chal-

FRANCE

actions of our crew and first respon-
ders."LiveATC audio from the flight
revealed the tense moments in the
cockpit. One pilot reported, "Right
engine shut down for a possible bird
strike. We need to return back to the
airport." Another voice later described
seeing what looked like the plane's
"engine fall off the right wing," NBC
News reported.

Minute Ca

lenges, India is open to negotiations with-
out retaliation but remains steadfast in pro-
tecting its national interests.Modi has stat-
ed firmly,
on the interests of its farmers, dairy farm-
ers, and fishermen. And | am fully aware
that | may have to pay a very heavy price
personally, but I am prepared for it." His
commitment underscores India's resolve
not to capitulate under
described the 50% duty on India as a "big
blow" to Moscow, noting that India is one
of Russia's largest oil buyers. Trump's
comments were made during a press con-
ference at the White House.

"India will never compromise

pressure.He
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