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    
     
     

      
    
     

    
    

      


    

   

      
     



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
     
     

     

    
    
     

 
     
     
    
 


    
    
    


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








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





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


    

 




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
    
    

   
  
    




   
    
   
     
    

    
    
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   
    
   

   
   
   
   
     
   
    
    
   



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   
   


   
   
   
   
   
   
  




     
     
    
    


     





         







   
    
   
  
     
    
     
     
     
    
     

 
   
   
  
    

   



     
  
  
  

     
   
   
    
  
   
  
    
    

    


     
   
    


   
    
    
   
  
   

    
     


    
   

   
   

      
 
  
     

      
    
    

      

      
     
   
     
   
     
     
    




      
    
      
    

    
     
 

    

    
    
 
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   
       
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      
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
      
     

     
       

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      
 
       
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    
     

     
       
      
     
     

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     
     
    

     

     

     



    
   
    
       
     
    
     

     




     
    

      
       
     
      

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
 


     


  

 
     
     
    

 
     
    
      
    
      
    
   
     
    
 

     
     




     
     
   
      
      

   
    

      

     

     


    
    
     
    

      
    
    
    
     
    

     
     
    

     
      
    
    
     
     
      
    

 
     
     




     

      
 
      
      

       
   
  
     

    

 
     
     
     

   

     
   


      
 
 
     
     
     

     



   
   
     


     
  
     
 
     
     

    

    
       
   

 
     
      



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     
    
    
     
    
    
    
   
 
     
      
   
    

    
     
 
      
    
     
    
    
      
     
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   
  
   
  

  
 
   
  
  
 
    

     
     
     
      
      
     
     
     
     

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     
     

    

    
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     
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    

   
   

   
   
  
   
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    
  

     
    
      
      
   
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     
      
    
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      
     
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     
  
      

     
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   
     
 
    
     
    
     
    

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     
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     
     

      


      


    


    
    


     
   

    
    
 
     


         
      





     

    

 


   

  
  
   
 
    
   
   


    
  
   

     

    
 
 
     

     


    
   


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 


        

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     
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        
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UCC on the horizon
As the BJP frames the Uniform Civil
Code as a step toward national integra-
tion and gender justice, critics warn of
growing unrest and constitutional chal-
lenges aheadAfter the controversial
passage of the Waqf Bill, the Modi
Government plans to implement the
equally or even more contentious
Uniform Civil Code (UCC) passed last
year.This raises the question of whether
it is the right time to push for the UCC
amid ongoing protests against the Waqf
Bill, which began after the UCC was
approved in Parliament last year.The
BJP has released a video recently on the
achievements of Modi’s first year in his
third term and is preparing for the UCC
implementation. The video, titled ‘Big
Moves Under Modi 3.0 — The Journey
Has Just Begun...’, suggests prioritising
the UCC. The video presents it as an
important step towards national integra-
tion and gender equality.Despite being
proposed and withdrawn twice in 2019
and 2020, the UCC bill was eventually
approved by Parliament last year. For
the BJP, the UCC is a crucial part of its
political agenda, alongside the comple-
tion of the Ayodhya temple and the
abrogation of Article 370 in Jammu and
Kashmir. The UCC is a complex issue.It
has several angles, such as political,
legal, legislative, religious, gender, and
Constitutional perspectives. The coun-
try witnessed angry agitations even dur-
ing the passage of the law. Just as the
Waqf Act creates unrest, the UCC is
bound to trigger nationwide
agitations.It is worth noting that while
many countries like France, the United

Kingdom, the United States, and
Australia have a UCC, others like
Kenya, Pakistan, Italy, South
Africa, Nigeria, and Greece do
not.Prime Minister Modi defended
the implementation of the UCC in
Lok Sabha in December last year,
stating that the Constituent
Assembly, which drafted the
Indian Constitution, wanted the
Uniform Civil Code to be enacted
by an elected Government.He also
highlighted that BR Ambedkar, the
chief architect of the Indian
Constitution, strongly advocated
for a uniform civil code preventing one-
sided claims.The Apex Court also
emphasised the need for a Uniform
Civil Code (UCC) in 1985 to maintain
national unity and recommended a sin-
gle law for all citizens in 1995. In 2019,
the Modi Government reaffirmed its
commitment to the UCC.The Court had
also declared Triple Talaq unconstitu-
tional, promoting gender justice.
Minority groups feel that personal laws
are vital to cultural and religious identi-
ties, and implementing a Uniform Civil
Code (UCC) could infringe on religious
freedom under Article 25 of the
Constitution. India currently has sepa-
rate personal laws for various religious
communities, including Hindus,
Muslims, Christians, and Parsis, which
govern issues like marriage, divorce,
and inheritance. The UCC supporters
argue for one law for all
citizens.Moreover, experts warn that the
UCC could overstep state legislative
authority, challenging the principles of

cooperative federalism. The Portuguese
Civil Code, introduced in the 19th cen-
tury, is still in effect in Goa and has not
been replaced since the state’s libera-
tion.Early this year, Uttarakhand imple-
mented the UCC for the state. Other
BJP-ruled states like Assam and
Maharashtra want to push it
through.The BJP may want to replicate
this in different states.The challenges of
implementing the UCC are many.While
supporters argue for a UCC implemen-
tation, others caution against it, citing
the need to respect religious and cultur-
al diversity. The lack of consensus
among political parties presents a for-
midable challenge. Many opposition
parties and even some NDA allies, and
some communities like the Muslims,
have strongly opposed it. Ensuring
effective implementation across the
vast and diverse India is formidable, as
it requires preparations for administra-
tion, infrastructure, resources, and sig-
nificant public awareness and education
about the UCC. Implementing the UCC

brings up concerns about reli-
gious freedom and cultural identi-
ty.While the Supreme Court
upholds the constitutional validity
of the Uniform Civil Code, imple-
menting it remains a contentious
issue in Indian society and poli-
tics. It is a highly sensitive issue
in India, with diverse
cultures.Many minority commu-
nities are concerned about the
potential risks to their religious
liberties, highlighting the com-
plexity of the issue.The Modi
Government claims that the

Uniform Civil Code (UCC) will secure
equal property rights for women, ensur-
ing fair distribution of a deceased per-
son’s assets among the spouse, children,
and parents. Previously, only mothers
inherited the property.Both parties need
to give grounds for divorce. Some com-
munities, like Muslims, are apprehen-
sive that a UCC could undermine this
and the protections that the Constitution
has provided. Implementing a UCC due
to concerns about losing their cultural
identity or traditional practices is a key
fear. It will be prudent to address the
complexities of the implementation
before pushing it through, mainly to
avoid law and order agitations at the
ground level.There are already demon-
strations against the Waqf Bill, and the
intention to implement the UCC will
only add to the unrest. Therefore, a bal-
anced approach, ensuring the rights of
all communities, is the only way for-
ward apart from mobilising a political
consensus.

India’s grand rewrite of communication order
The WAVES summit will drive the country’s
creative economy through intellectual proper-
ty creation and develop its M&E infrastruc-
ture. It will also help build the industry’s
capacity to create a skilled workforce for
global needs As the final countdown to the
WAVES Audio Visual & Entertainment
Summit draws near, the moot question
remains: how will the global communication
ecosystem respond to the vision, challenges,
and opportunities unleashed by the four-day
summit in Mumbai from 1 May?  More than
just another gathering, WAVES is a seismic
shift. It promises to reorient the way we
understand, design, and deliver the future of
media and entertainment (M&E). With an
architecture built around inclusivity, imagina-
tion, and integrated diplomacy, the summit is
poised to be a landmark “Communication
Moment” for the world.Through its immer-
sive curation of threads, themes, ideas, and
tools, WAVES will redraw the boundaries of
what M&E can mean in an era marked by dis-
ruption and reinvention.At the heart of this
transformation lies a compelling proposition:
that the summit is not merely about showcas-
ing creativity — it is about systematising it.
The real takeaway from WAVES 2025 is not
just the exchange of ideas, but the articulation
of a futuristic communication order — one
that interweaves Commerce, Creativity,
Content, and Culture into a coherent, collabo-
rative, and globally relevant vision.From the
outset, WAVES has been propelled by an
unflinching commitment to innovation and
ideation. As the inaugural edition, it places
“Communication First” not just as a slogan
but as an organising principle. For perhaps the
first time, a summit in the M&E space has

been imagined as a “Communication
Mahakumbh”, where continuity meets disrup-
tion, and heritage is re-engineered through
innovation.The four identified pillars of
WAVES — Broadcast & Infotainment,
AVGC-XR, Digital Media, and Films — each
distinct in their scope, nevertheless converge
powerfully in intent and deliverables.
Together, they represent a conscious synthesis
of old and new, traditional mediums and
emerging technologies, global ambitions and
local identities.What sets WAVES apart is its
ability to harmonise these forces into a
dynamic, composite framework. In doing so,
it sketches the contours of a new communica-
tion order — one led by India, but built for the
world. The catalytic force behind this vision
has been the launch of Create in India: Season
I, an initiative that has electrified the industry
with its participatory energy and collaborative
ethos.It has thrown open the doors to story-
tellers, technologists, investors, and policy-
makers, crafting a rich ecosystem of engage-
ment that mirrors the complexity of the M&E
sector itself.The themes and templates curated
under this banner are refreshingly forward —
looking. They tackle not just today’s industry
pain points but anticipate tomorrow’s cultural,
economic, and technological shifts. From
decentralisation of narratives and platform-
neutral storytelling to immersive formats and
multilingual access, WAVES has laid down a
clear thesis: the future belongs to those who
dare to reimagine.In doing so, it positions
India as the Content Hub of the World, a
nation not just exporting stories, but shaping
the very grammar of global storytelling. The
commercial vision that undergirds this ambi-
tion is bold and aspirational, showcasing

India’s intent to lead not only through scale,
but through thought leadership.WAVES 2025
emerges at a moment when the “Creator
Economy” is reshaping global production —
consumption cycles. Here, India is not a pas-
sive participant but a proactive architect; fus-
ing its demographic dividend, cultural wealth,
and technological prowess into an unbeatable
formula for soft power.WAVES is the conduit
through which this soft power is being sys-
tematised, internationalised, and strategically
leveraged.It is not just a summit.  It is a signal
— a signal that India is ready to anchor the
future of M&E diplomacy through stories,
ideas, and innovations that resonate across
borders.The kinetic current of visibility,
opportunity, collaboration, and growth gener-
ated by WAVES is designed to have a lasting
ripple effect, influencing how future summits
around the world are conceived, especially in
terms of fostering international tie — ups, cin-
ematic synergies, and media-tech alliances.At
its core, WAVES is a think tank in motion —
where storytelling meets strategy, policy
meets participation, and art meets action. By
blurring the lines between entertainment and
engagement, it reminds the world that M&E is
no longer a side-show to diplomacy. It is
diplomacy. In an increasingly multipolar
world, cultural influence is power. And the
medium through which that power is asserted
is communication — fluid, visual, participato-
ry.Through M&E, nations now shape percep-
tions, steer conversations, and signal intent.
WAVES situates India’s M&E industry
squarely within this strategic frame, project-
ing it as a potent tool of statecraft and global
engagement. The brilliance of WAVES lies in
its refusal to chase uniformity. It understands

that the future of M&E is not about amplify-
ing one dominant voice but about curating a
chorus of perspectives.As the world negoti-
ates climate shifts, social transformations,
digital disruptions, and identity politics, story-
telling must evolve — from monologue to
mosaic.India, with its plurality of languages,
genres, and formats, offers a compelling
framework for this evolution. WAVES is a
celebration of that plurality. It is a staging
ground for narratives that are rooted in tradi-
tion but responsive to the future – narratives
that can travel far, yet stay authentic. In a time
where content is everywhere, WAVES is a
reminder that context is king.And in this con-
text, India leads not just as a creator, but as a
curator of meaning in a fragmented world. To
conclude, one of the key objectives of the
summit is to have global M&E leaders invest
in India.A lot of hard work and thought has
gone into WAVES and officials are upbeat
about its success. Sanjay Jaju, Secretary, I&B
Ministry, said WAVES would be the first-ever
global summit covering the entire gamut of
the M&E industry.The most promising aspect
of WAVES is the interest it has generated
across the globe. The international outreach of
the summit is evident by a line-up that boasts
Adobe CEO Shantanu Narayen, YouTube
CEO Neal Mohan, Instagram Head Adam
Mosseri, Netflix CEO Ted Sarandos, market-
ing agency WPP’s CEO Mark Read, Spotify’s
Chief Public Affairs Officer Dustee Jenkins,
and NVIDIA’s Vice President Richard Kerris
— all of them will be part of the programming
roster.The Ministry hopes that the summit will
promote India as a “one-stop destination” for
content creation, drive the country’s creative
economy through intellectual property cre-
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A new era for Catholic church
With deep ties to both the United States
and Peru, Pope Leo steps into spiritual
leadership of 1.4 billion Catholics, inherit-
ing a Church divided by doctrine, chal-
lenged by global crises, and yearning for
unity, reform, and renewalThe world’s
attention has been on Rome for the past
few days. The Catholics have made histo-
ry with the election of Robert Francis
Prevost, a 69-year-old American cardinal
of Spanish descent.He has taken over as
the 267th occupant of the throne of St
Peter. This momentous event, the first time
an American has ascended to the papacy in
the 2000-year history of the Catholic
Church, is a significant milestone.The
Pope is the leader of the Roman Catholic
Church. He guides about 1.4 billion
Catholics worldwide and is the head of
Vatican City. Due to his position, the Pope
is regarded as one of the world’s most
powerful people. He has extensive diplo-
matic, cultural, and spiritual influence. He
is considered the successor of St Peter, the
first apostle. He is believed to have the
highest teaching authority in faith and
morals.Though born in Chicago, Pope Leo
XIV spent over two decades working in
Peru. He became a dual US and Peruvian
citizen in 2015.What do the global
Catholics want from a new Pope? Pope
Leo will lead a divided Catholic Church of
1.4 billion members, almost the size of
India or China. The Church may be losing
strength in Europe but is growing rapidly

in Latin America, Asia, and Africa. About
40 per cent of all Catholics worldwide are
in Latin America, roughly a quarter in
Europe, and 16 per cent to 18 per cent in
Sub-Saharan Africa.While his predecessor,
Pope Francis, accomplished many things
during his 12-year papacy, he left an unfin-
ished agenda and many challenges for the
new Pope to address. These, such as
divorce and remarriage, LGBTQ
Catholics, the role of women, and climate
change,  are significant and will require
careful consideration and action.The new
Pope will exercise supreme power in faith,
morals, church discipline, and
Government. He is expected to continue
the reforms started by his predecessor,
focus on poverty and marginalised people,
and build a “bridge” between different
groups within the Church.Many watched
with interest when Pope Leo appeared on
the Vatican balcony. In his first speech,
Pontiff spoke to the crowd in Spanish,
mentioning “his beloved Diocese of
Chiclayo in Peru.”  This shows that his
identity as both an American and a
Peruvian will influence his papacy. Many
Peruvians remember him as a priest who
stood with the country’s poorest people.
Within the Vatican, he was informally
known as the “Latin American Yankee,” a
nickname that captures his dual identity
and capacity to bridge a hemisphere. The
crowd cheered when he said, “Peace be
with you.”What reforms will Pope Leo

XIV focus on during his papacy? How will
he address the issue of sexual abuse in the
Church? How will he balance traditional
beliefs with modern concerns? These will
become clear as time goes on.The new
Pope has to take several key steps.  The
new Pontiff has given hints about his pri-
orities as head of the Catholic Church —
peace, climate change and technology. But
abuse scandals and the role of women will
remain important.Like his predecessor,
Pope Leo wants to support the poor and
marginaliszed. He would like to continue
to open the Vatican and listen to voices
outside the church hierarchy.Pope Leo
XIV’s vision is global and inclusive, fol-
lowing Pope Francis’s path. He must find
ways to balance the Church’s rich tradi-
tions with important modern issues like
climate change and technology. Pope Leo
has taken charge of the Catholic Church
during a challenging time.The Vatican
faces serious financial issues, including a

budget deficit of over £73 million and a
pension fund deficit exceeding £2 billion.
The late Pope Francis started important
reforms at the Vatican Bank, known as the
IOR, to fix long-standing financial prob-
lems, but this work is still unfinished. Pope
Leo needs to continue these reforms and
address the economic issues to maintain
the Church’s stability and integrity.  A sen-
sitive topic is same-sex couples.In 2023,
Pope Francis said Roman Catholic priests
can bless same-sex couples. Also, that
year, he allowed transgender people to be
baptised and to act as godparents. People
around the world will closely watch how
he addresses these issues.Pope Leo has
recognised that artificial intelligence sig-
nificantly challenges human dignity, jus-
tice, and labour.He has stated that the
Church will address these issues. Vatican
observers see this commitment as a posi-
tive sign of his leadership. It gives people
confidence in his ability to guide the
Church through modern
problems.Additional challenges include
balancing tradition with modernity, main-
taining unity while implementing reforms,
and navigating an increasingly volatile
global environment. These are the hurdles
that Pope Leo must overcome.Pope Leo
XIV’s leadership can change the Church,
bringing hope for the future. His back-
ground, challenges, and goals suggest that
he could lead to significant changes and
progress for the Catholic Church.

Self-reliance in natural gas: Clearing hurdles in the way
The share of natural gas in India’s energy mix
has barely moved, reaching only 6.7 per cent.
Achieving a boost will require scaling up
indigenous output, lowering import depend-
ence, and establishing a supportive policy and
regulatory frameworkDelivering the 75th
Independence Day (ID) address on 15th
August 2021, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
vowed to achieve self-reliance in energy pro-
duction by boosting the gas-based economy.
He wished the share of natural gas (NG) in the
total energy mix to go up from subsisting at
around 6 per cent to 15 per cent by 2030. He
reiterated this at India Energy Week (IEW)
held on February 11-14, 2025. Presently, the
share is a mere 6.7 per cent. The only way to
reach the target is to build indigenous produc-
tion capabilities to the desired scale.
Where do we stand?
According to the Petroleum Planning and
Analysis Cell under the Ministry of Petroleum
and Natural Gas (MPNG), during the finan-
cial year (FY) 2024-25, India’s consumption
of NG was 72.293 billion metric standard
cubic meters (bmscm) — an increase of 7 per
cent over the level during FY 2023-24.
However, the import of NG (it is imported in
a liquefied form commonly known as LNG)
during FY 2024-25 was 36.699 bmscm — an
increase of 15.4 per cent.Taken as a propor-
tion of consumption, imports were 50.8 per
cent during FY 2024-25 up from 47.1 per cent
during FY 2023-24. In contrast, the country’s
production of NG  registered declined by 1
per cent to 36.113 bmscm during FY 2024-
25.The State-owned major Oil and Natural
Gas Corporation or ONGC produced 18.736
bmscm of NG during FY 2024-25, which was
3 per cent less than 19.316 bmscm during FY
2023-24. The share of production in con-
sumption of NG during FY 2024-25 was 49.2
per cent down from 52.9 per cent during FY
2023-24. The upshot is: that even to comply
with the 6 per cent share, India had to import
more than 50 per cent of its NG
requirement.Increasing the share of NG in the

total energy mix to 15 per cent would require
its consumption to increase from its current
annual of 72.293 bmscm to 161.791 bmscm
(72.293x15/6.7). The current consumption
includes domestic production of 36.113
bmscm. If domestic production stagnates at
the current level (in sync with the trend of the
last few years) then, to achieve the 15 per cent
target, the import of LNG will have to be
125.678 bmscm (161.791-36.113) which
works out to about 77 per cent of the con-
sumption.The above calculation assumes no
increase in total energy consumption. But, it is
increasing at a rapid pace. The country’s
power demand alone is projected to grow at a
compound annual rate of 7 per cent during the
next five years (according to the Central
Electricity Authority). In that scenario,
reliance on imports will be even higher. 
How can India increase production?
India has 26 sedimentary basins (SBs) cover-
ing an area of 3.4 million sq km that could be
searched for hydrocarbon resources.
However, only six of the SBs are under com-
mercial exploitation; these too are sub-opti-
mally utilised. Hydrocarbon exploration is a
highly capital-intensive and technology-inten-
sive business involving a long gestation peri-
od. It is risky, especially when drilling in
deep/ultra-deep and high-pressure/high-tem-
perature (D/UD/HP/HT) fields in offshore
areas such as the Krishna-Godavari (KG)
basin.  Multinational companies (MNCs) such
as ExxonMobil, Chevron, Total etc. which
have the technology and resources can be
enthused to take long-term bets in the Indian
hydrocarbon sector provided the Government
offers them an opportunity to earn an attrac-
tive return on their investment on a ‘sus-
tained’ basis. This, in turn, requires that their
efforts in the discovery and development of
NG fields don’t face regulatory hurdles and
that they can sell the gas ‘freely’ at a ‘remu-
nerative’ price.On the regulatory front, Modi
— Government has removed many hurdles. In
recent years, its major decisions are: releasing

0.69 million sq km of hitherto ‘No go’ area
(out of a total of 1.73 million sq km SB area
lying offshore) for exploration and production
(E&P) activity; granting lease rights over the
entire economic life of the allotted fields
instead of the extant system of short tenure
with extensions; amendments to the Forest
(Conservation) Act to enable prompt access to
forest areas for exploration of hydrocarbon
resources; allowing E&P firms to pick up a
block of their choice and give the operator a
composite license to search for hydrocarbon
in whatever form vis NG, ‘shale gas’, CBM
(coal bed methane) etc under the
Hydrocarbon Exploration and Licensing.
Policy decisions ease the process
For long, E&P efforts were hamstrung by
cumbersome procedures, multiple approvals
and bureaucratic red tape. Approvals were
needed at every stage. As many as 37 proce-
dures were required to be followed by a firm
awarded block under the New Exploration
Licensing Policy or NELP (NELP was
launched in 1999 and blocks awarded under it
till 2016).Team Modi has substantially liber-
alised and de-bureaucratised approvals by
providing for self-certification of documents
and pre-approved clearance of blocks. Under
the Oilfields (Regulations and Development)
Amendment Bill, 2024 passed by the
Parliament on March 12, 2025, the definition
of mineral oils has been broadened/expanded
to include crude oil, NG, petroleum, conden-
sate, CBM, shale gas and oil, and other vari-
eties (the earlier definition included only
petroleum and NG). Besides, the Bill intro-
duces the concept of ‘petroleum lease’ to sep-
arate oil and gas exploration projects from
mining projects. This will prevent the former
from getting hamstrung by delays due to land
and environmental clearances germane to the
latter. The latest amendments in the ORD
Act,2024 also moot an alternative dispute res-
olution method within or outside India
besides decriminalising violations. The
MPNG has also proposed joint development

of fields where these are found to be inter-
connected. This will help avoid disputes like
the one seen between ONGC and Reliance
Industries Limited (RIL) when the former
accused latter of stealing gas from fields given
in the KG basin area under NELP. It will also
ensure better utilisation of assets and cost sav-
ings.   
What about freedom of pricing?   
Of the domestic gas, on around two-thirds of
supplies (mostly from so-called ‘legacy
fields’ given on nomination to ONGC and
OIL and from fields given under NELP), the
Centre has full control over ‘to whom’ the
supplies will be made and at ‘what
price’.Although, from April 1, 2023, based on
the recommendations of the Kirit Parikh com-
mittee, this price expressed on a per million
British thermal units (Btu) basis is arrived at
by taking 10 per cent of the monthly average
of the Indian crude basket in the preceding
month and notified every month, the price
thus calculated is subject to a ceiling of US$
6.50 per Btu.Even the pricing of the remain-
ing one-third of domestic NG supplied from
the D/UD/HP/HT fields isn’t free from con-
trol.Technically though, the firms can go for
competitive bidding to determine the price for
such supplies (referred to as a ‘premium’
price), this too is subject to a ceiling linked to
the prices of alternate fuels including fuel oil,
naphtha, and LNG.The legacy fields also suf-
fer from high taxes such as an oil industry
development (OID) cess of @20 per cent,
higher royalty payments and land taxes in
Assam and Rajasthan. Andhra Pradesh
Pollution Control Board (APPCB) also levies
the so-called ‘consent for operation
fees’.Besides, NG is not covered under the
Goods and Services Tax (GST) which means
E&P companies don’t get credit for taxes paid
on inputs leading to higher cost of gas. The
Government should de-regulate the price,
allow full freedom of marketing and withdraw
taxes and duties. 
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




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