
   
GUNTUR   VOL-02    ISSUE - 176      CHIEF EDITOR : CHALLA SRINIVASA RAO  7 THURSDAY AUGUST 2025       PAGES : 8      Rs :2-00





     
   
    
    
   
    
    
   
     
    
   
   
    
   
   
   

  
   
   
   
   
  
   

   
    
   
   
   


   


    
   
    
   
    
    








       
     
 

     
  
   
    




       

      




     
      
      
    
      
    
     
     
    
 
      

     

      

    
      
     


 
    




      
      
        

    

       
     
       
      

      
       





    
    
   
   
   
    
     
    
   
   
    

   
   
  
  
   
  
   
  
   
  
 
   

   
  
 

    
     

     
    
     
   
      
    
      








     
     

      

























































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
 
 
 



     
   
    
  

   

   
 
    
    
   
   
   
   
   
    

   
    
   


    

   
    
   



   
    
    
    
      

  
   
 
   
  

    
  
    
   
    

   
   
   
      
       
     
   
   
    
    
   
   



 
 
 

   
   
    
    
   

  





    
   

    
     
    
     
    

   
   

    
    
    
 
   
   

   
    
    
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


   


    

    

    
      

      
   
    
    
    
   


    
   
  
  
    
   

 
  
    

    
     


    
    
   

     
   

   
    
     






        


         
      
       


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


       
    
      
    

    
  
   
     
   
   

   
     



     
 
    
       
     





     
     
 
    
    
    
    
   

     
   
 
    
     
    

    
    
   

    
   

   
   
  
   
    





           
        
       
       

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    
    
   
     
    
     
    






     
     
 
     
     
     

 
    


     

   

    
    
     

   

    
   

 
    
    
     
     
    
    
     
     
  

    
    
   





    


    

     
      

     
      
     

    
     
      
      

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
      
      
     
    
    
    
     
     
    
      
  
  
    
    
     
     
     
    
     
  
 

      

  

      
    
     



 
    
  
    
  
  
     
     



      

       
    

     
     

    




     
    

     
     
    
      

    

    
     
    


      

    
    
    
    
     
    



     

   
     
      
     
   


     
     
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       
      
 
       
      
        

     
       
     
      


       
       





  

      
       
     


     
     

     
       

     
      
    
     
      
     


     
    






5 
7 THURSDAY AUGUST 2025


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
     

  

     
   

       
   
      



     
    
  
     
   
     
     
    
  
     
     

     

     
    
    

    


     

     
     

  


    
   
    
    
      
      

   
    


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Restore public trust in judiciary
With over five crore pending cases,
opaque judicial appointments, and
weak accountability, India’s justice
system urgently needs reforms to
restore public trustRecently, in March
2025, a cash scandal has rocked the
Delhi High Court when a fire at
Justice Yashwant Varma’s residence
reportedly uncovered a large stash of
cash, estimated by some to be as high
as Rs 50 crore. It is worth trying to
understand whether this is a rare case,
or is it endemic. Let us recall a few
other cases.One significant case
involved Justice Soumitra Sen of the
Calcutta High Court. In 2011, he
became the first Indian judge to be
impeached by the Rajya Sabha, for mis-
appropriation of funds. Sen was
accused of diverting approximately Rs
33 lakh while serving as a court-
appointed receiver in a legal dispute,
retaining the funds for personal use
even after his elevation to the judiciary.
He resigned before the Lok Sabha could
impeach him. There was no criminal
prosecution post-resignation.A 2012
RTI query revealed he retained post-
retirement benefits, as no constitutional
provision barred judges from resigning
before impeachment
completion.Another prominent instance
is the 2009 cash-at-judge’s-door scan-
dal involving Justice Nirmal Yadav of
the Punjab and Haryana High Court.A
bag containing Rs 15 lakh (was alleged-
ly delivered to her residence, intended
as a bribe to influence a case. Initially
misdelivered to another judge, the inci-
dent sparked a Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI). It appears the trial

is continuing. In 2010, former Law
Minister Shanti Bhushan and his son
stirred controversy by alleging in a
Supreme Court affidavit that eight of
the previous 16 Chief Justices of India
(CJIs) were corrupt. This was in support
of his son Prashant Bhushan who had
stated that there was corruption at the
highest levels of judiciary.While, he did
not provide detailed evidence in public,
the statement pointed to a perceived
systemic issue at the highest levels.
This claim was followed by contempt
proceedings against the Bhushans. The
court did not take the case to any con-
clusion. The 2012 “cash-for-bail” scan-
dal implicated CBI Special Judge
Talluri Pattabhirama Rao, who was
arrested for accepting a Rs  five crore
bribe to grant bail to mining baron Gali
Janardhan Reddy in an illegal mining
case.This incident exposed corruption
in the lower judiciary, where delays and
discretionary powers often create
opportunities for illicit payments.
Following an adverse report, the

Supreme Court Collegium rec-
ommended his transfer to his
parent court, the Allahabad High
Court.While official investiga-
tions are ongoing as of March
21, 2025, the incident has fueled
public outrage and debates about
accountability, with critics argu-
ing that a mere transfer is insuf-
ficient punishment for such
alleged corruption.This has the
effect of transferring corruption
from one court to another by
judicial action, apart from trivi-
alising the criminal offence.

Other notable cases include the 2019
CBI investigation into Justice Narain
Shukla of the Allahabad High Court,
accused of receiving illegal gratifica-
tion to favour a medical college in a
case. He received no punishment.These
instances reflect a range of corrupt
practices. Systemic factors like the mas-
sive backlog of cases — over five crore
pending in the various Courts — exac-
erbate corruption. Litigants often pay
bribes to secure favourable hearing
dates or expedite orders. The lack of
transparency in judicial appointments,
inadequate accountability mechanisms
and the judiciary’s resistance to external
oversight further compound the issue.
For example, the in-house mechanism
for addressing judicial misconduct,
overseen by the Chief Justice of India,
has been criticised as opaque and inef-
fective, with no FIR permitted against a
judge without the CJI’s approval.The
courts are not too enthusiastic about
providing information in RTI. These
cases and underlying issues illustrate

that corruption in the Indian judiciary
spans both lower and higher courts,
driven by a mix of individual greed,
systemic inefficiencies, and weak
enforcement of ethical standards.
Public perception, as noted in
Transparency International’s 2013
Global Corruption Barometer (45 per
cent of surveyed households viewed the
judiciary as corrupt), continues to
reflect this trend.The delays and
adjournments in the courts make a fer-
tile ground for corruption and arbitrari-
ness. It is very easy and vitally neces-
sary to correct these.  
Here are three easy actions:
a) The average increase in the disposal
of cases is about three to five per cent.
The average vacancies in judicial
appointments is over 20 per cent. If
vacancies in sanctioned positions are
filled, delays and backlogs would
become history.
b) Article 14 guarantees equality before
law. This is violated daily in our Courts.
About 25per cent of cases are decided
in less than a year whereas about 40 per
cent languish for over three years.
The simple principle of first in first out
is violated widely.
c) Adjournments are a major bane of
our courts. The law does not permit an
adjournment because a lawyer is in
another court. Most adjournments flout
the law. We lack the ability if punishing
wrongdoers if they have power or
money.We can become amongst the top
countries in terms of rule of law by very
simple actions. Without this we cannot
attain the position of a modern,
advanced nation.

Growing burden of ADHD in India
Attention Deficit Hyperactivity
Disorder (ADHD), is the most com-
mon neurobehavioral disorder that
affects about two-seven per  cent of
children around the world. These may
consequently lead to long-term nega-
tive outcomes in terms of poor educa-
tional achievement, lack of employ-
ment opportunities and various forms
of delinquency. While, socially, the
presence of a super-active child can
also raise the level of anxiety among
others around them, creating tension in
relationships between the child and its
parents and between the child and sib-
lings. Other adult ADHD-related men-
tal issues such as emotional imbal-
ances pose additional challenges —
anger management problems, mood
swings, depression, and an inability to
cope with maintaining any relationship
or workplace stability. Also common
are behavioural issues that could
involve any form of addiction, sub-
stance abuse, or chronic boredom. The
prevalence study in Coimbatore, called
“Prevalence of Attention Deficit
Hyperactivity Disorder in Primary
School Children,” suggested ADHD in
children approximately 11.32 per cent,

a number much higher than the global
estimate. The highest prevalence was
noted in children aged nine (26.4 per
cent) and 10 (25 per cent).School-
based and hospital data point to Indian
ADHD prevalence varying from 4.7
per cent to 29.2 per cent. Many studies
regarding child ADHD prevalence
have spread throughout India’s broad
territory. Numerous research studies
demonstrating prevalence rates have
adopted a limited geographic focus
which led to significant variations
among observations. Research in
Dehradun (North India) revealed a
prevalence of 11.8 per cent of ADHD
diagnoses. Results showed the ADHD
prevalence among primary school chil-
dren was 5.7 per cent in Belagavi
South Indian locale and two neigh-
bouring towns in the same area stated a
2.3 per cent prevalence. Research evi-
dence indicates the ADHD prevalence
gap between different regions stems
from the combination of lower regional
awareness and greater cultural toler-
ance for development differences along
with local treatment stigmatisation and
resource availability and assessment
techniques and research methodolo-

gies. In diagnosing ADHD, a combina-
tion of screening and testing may
include a behavioural analysis through
a Conners Rating Scale. Treatments
include stimulant-free medication such
as atomoxetine and different types of
talk therapy like Cognitive Behavioral
Therapy (CBT) as well.“Ethnic and
cultural aspects have to be addressed
when making such diagnoses, but edu-
cation is of utmost importance. Indeed,
the causes of ADHD are multifaceted
and include genetic, neurobiological,
and different environmental or psy-
chosocial factors.”Obtaining a diagno-
sis for ADHD in children is a multi-
step process requiring collaboration
between several medical specialists,
including pediatric neurologists and
child psychologists. The procedure
involves the following steps:
a. Medical history: Parents as well as
teachers could serve as primary
sources revealing information regard-
ing the student’s academic perform-
ance and family’s medical background.
This is necessary for an ADHD diag-
nosis.
b. Behavioral assessment: Standardised
forms will be filled out by caregivers

as well as teachers detailing the behav-
iour and symptoms of the child in dif-
ferent environments. These assess-
ments help identify patterns of inatten-
tiveness, hyperactive actions and
impulsive behaviours.
c. Physical examination: A thorough
medical checkup will be conducted to
determine whether other conditions are
present that may cause ADHD-like
symptoms. The practitioner could
determine general physical health and
check for hearing or vision issues.
d. Psychological testing: These include
measures of general ability and other
psychological tests that encompass
cognitive skill and behaviour.
The growing rate of ADHD in India
calls for immediate action to combat
the hurdles that come along with this
condition. Undoubtedly, the lack of
societal resources to tackle mental
health leads to more stigma. Setting
aside India’s social taboos on mental
health would greatly aid with the
ADHD problem and its ever-increasing
weight on the country. 
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AI Governance in India: Shaping ethical leadership
As the United States and China vie for
supremacy in the global AI race, India is
crafting a powerful alternative — an “AI
for All” model rooted in democratic val-
ues, ethical governance, and inclusive
innovationThe global race for artificial
intelligence supremacy has become the
most significant geopolitical contest of our
time, all the while revolutionising global
economic structures and diplomatic ties at
an unprecedented pace. As the United
States and China compete intensely for AI
dominance, India is carving a distinctive
“third way” — a uniquely Indian approach
to AI governance that balances technolog-
ical ambition with democratic values and
inclusive growth. At this important histor-
ical moment, communication frameworks
for emerging technologies have developed
into complex narratives that form national
identity and extend international influence
beyond basic policy declarations.The rise
of Artificial Intelligence has become a key
factor influencing worldwide geopolitical
dynamics and digital transformation. As
nations face ethical and legal challenges
around AI technology, India emerges as an
exceptional leader ready to develop AI
governance principles based on democrat-
ic values and inclusive innovation.In a
growing digital asymmetry and market-
driven strategies, India’s ability to develop
a balanced framework that protects citizen
rights alongside technological progress
represents a significant alternative with
global implications. The paper examines
India’s developing institutional architec-
ture alongside its multi-stakeholder
ecosystem and policy frameworks to iden-
tify obstacles that need resolution to
achieve this vision of ethical AI leadership
in a contested digital future.

The India Story
At the AI Action Summit in Paris, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi articulated a
vision central to India’s approach to artifi-
cial intelligence: “AI is developing at an
unprecedented scale and speed. And being
adopted and deployed even faster. There is
also a deep inter-dependence across bor-
ders. Therefore, there is a need for collec-
tive global efforts to establish governance
and standards, that uphold our shared val-
ues, address risks, and build trust.”
Analysts now refer to this balanced per-
spective as the foundation for “India’s

Techade,” representing a decade where
technology-driven innovation serves as a
national strategic asset and priority.The
establishment of IndiaAI Mission embod-
ies this vision through its comprehensive
ecosystem that drives AI innovation with
strategic programs and partnerships span-
ning both public and private sectors. The
architecture of the Mission rests on six
interconnected pillars: embedding AI into
governance systems for improved public
service delivery; creating ethical frame-
works that balance innovation and respon-
sibility; building strong computational
infrastructure; developing human capital
through widespread AI skilling initiatives;
boosting innovation through strategic
intellectual property approaches; and
leveraging data while respecting privacy
concerns.Through these combined efforts,
India establishes itself as a distinctive AI
governance leader that integrates techno-
logical progress with democratic princi-
ples and inclusive growth to stand apart
from Western market-driven models and
state-controlled systems.The foundation of
India’s AI governance architecture has
evolved through a strategic institutionali-
sation process that balances ambition with
deliberate oversight. The 2018 National
Strategy for Artificial Intelligence by NITI
Aayog formally introduced “AI for All” as
the main principle.Through the Ministry of
Electronics and Information Technology
(MeitY), the vision evolved into the
IndiaAI Mission, which directs more than
?10,000 crore to develop domestic com-
puting power, AI solutions for public serv-
ices, and ethical standards incorporating
Indian values and societal goals.The gov-
ernance ecosystem continues to grow with
the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India
(TRAI) supporting the establishment of a
dedicated Artificial Intelligence and Data
Authority of India (AIDAI), which aims to
unify regulatory supervision.
Complementing these efforts, the Bureau
of Indian Standards collaborates with the
Telecommunication Engineering Centre to
develop technical certifications and stan-
dardisation frameworks to promote ethical
AI adoption.A wide variety of actors con-
tribute to shaping AI governance in India.
Public sector agencies establish strategic
objectives while private companies handle
implementation. The thriving startup

ecosystem, hosting over 3,000 AI startups,
serves as a foundational force. The IITs,
IIITs, and IISc offer both technical expert-
ise and ethical guidelines.Civil society
organisations conduct supervision activi-
ties and support data rights advocacy.
International research collaborations fur-
ther highlight India’s growing involve-
ment in transnational digital governance.
The cooperative federal dimension of
India’s AI landscape adds another layer of
adaptability. State Governments’ involve-
ment introduces a federal component.
Localised AI projects like Maharashtra’s
pest management systems and Assam’s
school attendance tracking demonstrate
improved public service delivery and con-
tribute to a national integration strategy.
State-level innovations solve regional
problems while contributing to central pol-
icy learning.India approaches its policy-
making with practical and progressive
methods. MeitY’s Responsible AI for All
framework defines four principles: fair-
ness, transparency, safety, and accounta-
bility. The IndiaAI Mission advances these
through financial support and the estab-
lishment of “Safe & Trusted AI.” The
voice-based translation service Bhashini
illustrates India’s commitment to promot-
ing digital public goods and linguistic
inclusion. On the global stage, India serves
as co-chair of the Global Partnership on AI
(GPAI) and hosted the 2023 summit in
New Delhi to endorse an AI governance
system that prioritises inclusivity and
human-centric values. During the 2025
Paris AI Action Summit, India endorsed a

declaration backing ethical
and open AI principles and
reinforced its leading role in
sustainable responsible AI
development.

Navigating through AI
landscape

Despite these achievements,
India faces significant chal-
lenges. AI-generated misin-
formation and deepfakes
stand out. Analysts express
concerns about insufficient
data protection regulations
and consent protocols, par-
ticularly regarding facial
recognition in public areas.
Scholars recommend priva-

cy protections tailored to industries and
enforcement of transparency rules.Another
concern is algorithmic bias, which can per-
petuate discrimination in lending, hiring,
and law enforcement. Due to India’s var-
ied socio-linguistic environment, AI sys-
tems demand diverse datasets. The digital
divide remains a key concern. The unequal
distribution of digital tools threatens mar-
ginalisation among rural communities.
The IndiaAI FutureSkills program
addresses this through skilling initiatives
and AI labs across Tier 2 and Tier 3 cities,
but substantial effort is needed to bridge
the urban-rural gap.As India continues to
develop its AI governance framework, it
must balance technological advancement
with ethics, democracy, and inclusion.
This “Indian approach” represents a
unique global pathway placing human
welfare and inclusive growth at the core of
technological advancement.India occupies
a crucial position within the worldwide AI
ecosystem. Its democratic values, digital
framework, and broad vision position it to
help develop a global AI system prioritis-
ing safety, inclusivity, and accountability.
India’s ability to apply its domestic gover-
nance achievements to global leadership
depends on strong institutions, dynamic
stakeholder engagement, and progressive
policy strategies. The path forward
demands inclusion and a firm dedication to
public-interest AI. India stands as the pri-
mary digital innovation voice from the
Global South and has a historic chance to
define the global meaning of “AI for All.”

Beyond DDT: India’s push for eco-friendly alternatives amid global pressure
Dichloro Diphenyl Trichloroethane (DDT), a
first-generation synthetic pesticide, has long
carried a dual identity — once celebrated for
its role in controlling malaria vectors and agri-
cultural pests, yet increasingly criticised for
its environmental persistence and health haz-
ards. Widely used during and after World War
II to combat mosquito-borne diseases, DDT
became integral to agricultural and public
health programs globally.However, its classi-
fication as a Persistent Organic Pollutant
(POP) under the Stockholm Convention,
owing to its persistency in the environment,
tendency to bioaccumulate, and harmful
effects on human and ecological health, has
led to international efforts to restrict and
phase out its use.India, a signatory to the
Convention, remains committed to gradually
eliminating DDT while exploring safer alter-
natives for vector control.Globally, DDT has
saved millions of lives in its initial years of
application. However, scientific studies
increasingly highlight its declining effective-
ness in controlling malaria and its contribu-
tion to toxic burdens in ecosystems.In the
United States, concerns around its ecological
impact surged following the publication of
Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring in 1962, which
linked DDT use to biodiversity loss and can-

cer. Public pressure eventually led to its ban in
the U.S. in 1972, marking a turning point in
global pesticide regulation.In India, DDT’s
agricultural use was banned in 1972, but it
continues to be manufactured for disease vec-
tor control, especially for export to malaria-
prone African regions. In 2006, the World
Health Organisation (WHO) permitted indoor
residual spraying of DDT as a temporary
measure until safer alternatives become
accessible.Despite this allowance, rising con-
cerns about DDT’s persistence, mosquito
resistance, and toxicity have accelerated the
search for alternatives in India and
beyond.Today, DDT is predominantly used in
low-income households, raising concerns
over unequal exposure. Improper use may
contaminate agricultural produce, posing
safety risks and trade barriers. Given its status
as a POP, the Stockholm Convention restricts
its use of vector control in the absence of
effective alternatives.At the sixth Conference
of the Parties (CoP-6), a global deadline for
DDT phase-out by 2020 was proposed but
blocked by India, underscoring the challenges
faced by developing countries in transitioning
to safer options. Since 2008, India has been
the sole global producer of DDT after China
ceased its production. Hindustan Insecticides

Limited (HIL), a public-sector enterprise,
continues to supply DDT for export (GEF
2022;Although India initially set 2024 as its
phase-out deadline, this has now been extend-
ed to fulfil export obligations. India’s
roadmap for phasing out DDT remains a work
in progress, especially given the limited avail-
ability of fully proven alternatives. In 2014,
India received a 10-year extension for the
transition and has now shifted its focus toward
developing and commercialising sustainable
solutions.Production of eco-friendly biopesti-
cides is expected to begin by the end of 2025.
Supporting this shift, India is currently imple-
menting a GEF-funded project titled
“Development and Promotion of Non-POPs
Alternatives to DDT,” in collaboration with
UNIDO, UNEP, and key national ministries
including MoEFCC, MoHFW, MoCF, WHO,
and others.The project includes several com-
ponents aimed at strengthening the country’s
capacity to replace DDT with sustainable
alternatives. These include the development
of Integrated Vector Pest Management
(IVPM) training modules to enhance techni-
cal knowledge; standardisation and scale-up
of neem-based pesticide formulations as
biodegradable alternatives; development and
large-scale production of Bt-based biopesti-

cides for mosquito control; propagation of
high-yielding neem cultivars through tissue
culture techniques; and the manufacturing of
Long-Lasting Insecticidal Nets (LLINs),
which are treated with pyrethroid chemicals
that kill mosquitoes upon contact. Together,
these innovations represent a significant step
forward in reducing reliance on DDT.
However, the success of these alternatives
hinges on effective commercialisation, strong
policy support, and multisectoral collabora-
tion.Scaling up production, encouraging
widespread adoption, and integrating these
measures into national vector control pro-
grams remain ongoing challenges.
Additionally, active engagement from stake-
holders — Government agencies, private
industry, local communities, and research
institutions — is currently limited and must be
significantly improved for the initiative to
succeed.India’s phase-out of DDT has now
been extended to accommodate continued
export demands, with a renewed focus on
shifting to safer biopesticides by late 2025. A
coordinated approach that combines policy
reform, scientific innovation, and inclusive
stakeholder engagement is crucial to ensure a
successful and sustainable transition. The
UNEP-GEF project remains central to this
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

 
          
    
         



        
 
       
      
    
 
       
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