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Rising remittances cannot mask the cost of
brain drain, as more Indian students spend
abroad than they send back. With visa
curbs, high living costs, and underpaid jobs
overseas, India faces both challenges and
opportunities to retain its talentLimited
seats in prestigious universities in their
home country has for decades been pushing
Indian students to pursue higher education
abroad, resulting in what is called an intel-
lectual brain drain. Rather than staying back
and contributing to their home country, a
plethora of privileged students are choosing
to go abroad for college. There has been, in
recent years, a large section of academics
who argue that this is in fact a good thing.
‘Remittances are rising rapidly’, they
say.They’re partly right but they’re missing
the bigger picture. While India is the largest
remittance-receiving country in the world
and it is in fact true that remittances have
more than doubled from 55 billion dollars
in 2010-11 to 118.7 billion dollars in 2023-
24, the statistics only convey the story part-
ly. Firstly, remittances as a percentage of
GDP has remained constant at around 3 per
cent since 2000. Secondly, what Indian stu-
dents are now spending abroad for educa-
tion has risen rapidly. According to some
estimates, the total spending by Indian out-
bound students could reach 70 billion dol-
lars by 2025 — a number which is rising
more rapidly than the remittances being
sent back.Thirdly, and most importantly,
this argument fails to consider an important

SCO@

The SCO began as a regional security
forum but has since evolved into a crucible
where geopolitics, economics, and energy
intersect. Can India rise as a pivotal play-
er, balancing rival powers while safe-
guarding its national interests?

The Shanghai Cooperation Organisation’s
25th anniversary summit comes at a time
of deep recalibration in the global order.
For Asia, the SCO is no longer a mere
security forum; it has evolved into a stage
where the contradictions of geopolitics,
economics, and energy converge. For
India, the question is existential: Will it
remain a dispensable pawn in
Washington’s larger contest with China
and Russia, or position itself as a pivotal
state bridging US-anchored markets with
Eurasian supply chains?

China at the Centre, Contradictions All
Around

China is undeniably the centrepiece of this
recalibration while simultaneously being
the driver of Eurasian integration through
BRICS and SCO and the source of sharp
contradictions within both. Its embrace of
Pakistan as its “iron brother” sets a hard
ceiling on India’s strategic manoeuvrabili-
ty, while territorial disputes and competi-
tion in Asia cast a permanent shadow over
India-China ties.Japan, too, finds itself
pulled in opposite directions: Security
reliance on the US but deep economic
interdependence with China. The SCO
thus represents both a promise of multipo-
larity and a theatre of contradictions.
Russia: The Indispensable Player

For Russia, the SCO and BRICS are strate-
gic lifelines. Sanctions have tethered
Moscow closer to Beijing, but forums like
the SCO provide legitimacy and a platform
to resist US dominance. Yet, Russia’s
weakened position means it is now a jun-
ior partner to China, not the co-equal it
once aspired to be.Here, India’s growing

hypothetical: what if these students had
chosen to stay back? The argument | make
is two-pronged. One, that if the students
were to stay back, the Indian economy
would benefit far more — in other words,
remittances do not compensate for the eco-
nomic and intellectual capital drain caused,
and two, at times it would also be far better
for the students to stay back in India, taking
into account the cost of living abroad and
recent anti-immigrant trends across the
world.Let me address the second claim first.
According to the latest data from the
Ministry of External Affairs (MEA), over
1.8 million Indian students are currently
studying abroad in 2025 — a staggering rise
from 1.3 million just two years ago. This
data, however, hides one important
detail.All the top three destination countries
— Canada, US and UK — for Indian stu-
dents (which account for a third of all
Indian students heading abroad for educa-
tion) have witnessed a sharp decline in the
backdrop of tightening immigration meas-
ures, including introduction of caps on stu-
dent intake and restrictions on dependent
visas.Consider this: from 2023 to 2024,
Canada witnessed a 32 per cent drop, with
permits falling from 2.78 lakh to 1.89 lakh,
the United States saw a 34 per cent
decrease, with F1 visas dropping from 1.31
lakh to 86,110, and the UK recorded a 26
per cent reduction, with sponsored student
visas issued to Indians decreasing from 1.20
lakh to 88,732 during the same
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period.While some argue that this is a bad
sign, it provides a window of opportunity
for the Indian government to reverse
decades of brain drain.But will the anti-
immigrant rhetoric and curbs on visas actu-
ally prevent students from going abroad, or
will they just change their destination of
travel? | think that it most definitely
can.Many Indians who go abroad are actu-
ally not receiving good returns on the thou-
sands of dollars they spent on their college
education. First, many are unemployed or
underemployed after their education is
completed.Second, those who get jobs are
getting paid less than what Americans and
Europeans with the same skills are earning.
As an example, the H-1B Visa Reform Act
of 2004 restructured the salary slabs and
inserted two wage levels, at the 34th and
50th percentiles of the total salaries sur-
veyed for an occupation in an area, below
the highest (the 67th percentile). This
implies an underpayment for Indian (and
other international) workers embedded in
the law itself.Third, their attractive salary
packages include e-SOPs and other vari-
ables which are not actually part of what
they receive in hand, and the cost of living
abroad is considerably higher than the cost
of living in India. Rent, groceries and trav-
el all make up a considerable chunk of their
expenditure, and what they’re left with is
sent back to their families.While Indian stu-
dents who get into Ivy League institutions
would perhaps not want to stay back in

>
\

ﬁ@dﬁé 5090

S ROYAL JOURNLISAM

AN aS Students flock overseas for educat

India, to make many others stay back will
be a low-hanging fruit. With minimal
efforts, India will be able to retain talent
which will not only show up in GDP figures
for years to come but will also advance
R&D in the process.A particularly promis-
ing area of collaboration is the growing
partnership between India and the UAE in
the fields of education and employment.
The UAE has become a top destination for
Indian professionals, with the country
expanding opportunities for skilled workers
in various sectors, including healthcare,
engineering and IT.Education-wise, both
nations have been actively exploring collab-
orative programmes, exchange initiatives,
and scholarships to enhance bilateral ties.
Indian universities and institutions are
establishing campuses in the UAE, further
cementing the relationship. For Indian stu-
dents, this provides an attractive, nearby
option for world-class education, while also
offering enhanced job prospects in the
UAE’s rapidly growing economy.There can
be two ways of retaining talent in India.
First, to build more good-quality higher
education institutes and second, to ensure
that Indians return to their home country
after graduating abroad. In terms of the sec-
ond objective, India is already in the
process of reversing the brain drain. Under
the leadership of PM Modi, the most cut-
ting-edge, deep tech and frontier tech start-
ups, led by Indian students with PhDs from
major global universities, are now taking

25: India’s Pivotal Tes

role within the SCO becomes critical for
Moscow: By backing New Delhi’s deeper
participation, Russia can offset Beijing’s
overreach and inject a measure of balance
into an organisation at risk of becoming
China-centric. For Moscow, India is both
counterweight and indispensable bridge.
Trump’s Tariff Shock

The wild card remains Washington.

Trump’s tariffs have become a key instru- |- =
ment of statecraft, injecting volatility into | #
global trade. What was once a dispute over S

deficits has morphed into an assertion of
raw power while signalling allies and
adversaries alike that access to US markets
can no longer be taken for granted. The
consequence may be a deepening of
Eurasian realignment, as countries from
India to Turkey and Central Asia hedge
their bets.

Economic Resilience Under Strain

India’s energy and economic resilience are
both on the line. Discounted Russian crude
delivered up to $17 billion in savings, but
export losses from US 25 per cent+25 per
cent tariffs threaten to wipe that cushion
away and far beyond. India’s MSME sec-
tor contributes around 30 per cent of GDP
and over 45 per cent of total exports, while
employing over 60 per cent of the work-
force. The knock-on effect is immediate:
Job losses, credit freezes, SMEs scaling
back operations and wider risks to growth
and export competitiveness.According to
recent reporting, over 50,000 small
exporters are already scrambling to reroute
shipments or find new markets, amid tight-
ening credit conditions.As tariff-driven
losses mount, the political fallout will be
felt in voter sentiment, especially in
export-reliant states and among urban mid-
dle-class consumers facing inflationary
pressures.In a democracy of India’s scale,
external economic shocks are never just
about trade; they ripple into electoral

dynamics, coalition stability, and the polit-
ical economy of reform.India’s response
must be multi-pronged: Diversify energy
sources, build stronger strategic reserves,
negotiate safeguards or carve-outs with
Washington to protect vulnerable export
sectors. Simultaneously, support MSMEs
with credit guarantees, export facilitation,
and market diversification, so that the tar-
Iff squeeze does not translate into massive
unemployment and growth setbacks.

India—Japan: The Middle Power Axis

Amid these contradictions, Prime Minister
Modi’s recent visit to Japan is a significant
counterbalance to the SCO’s China-centric
tilt. Tokyo and New Delhi, despite differ-
ent alignments, share a core interest in pre-
serving open sea lanes, resilient supply
chains, and an Asia not dominated by any
single power. Japan, heavily dependent on
both US security guarantees and Chinese
trade, sees India as an indispensable part-
ner in creating strategic depth. The out-
comes of Modi’s visit — deepening
defence technology cooperation, expand-
ing semiconductor and critical minerals
supply chains, and accelerating joint infra-
structure projects — are all strategic sig-
nals that Indo-Japan ties are strengthening
substantially. For India, this partnership

strengthens its ability to act as a
pivotal state: A bridge between
US-anchored markets  and
Eurasian corridors, while also
rafting an independentAsian pole
longside Japan. In effect, India
nd Japan are emerging as hinges
#lof Asia’s multipolar balance.Both
: “5"‘3_” middle powers capable of
' shaping the region’s architecture if
Wl Ithey institutionalise cooperation
S8 across energy, technology, and
defence. Together, they provide a
democratic, rules-based alterna-
tive to China’s hierarchical vision
of Eurasian integration.
Washington’s Strategic Blind Spot
For the United States, the opportunity is to
reassert leadership by restoring pre-
dictability: Anchoring Asia through securi-
ty guarantees while offering market and
technology access. Yet the short-term
weaponisation of tariffs undermines those
very objectives. By treating partners like
India as expendable in its contest with
China, Washington risks nudging them
deeper into Eurasian forums it once sought
to marginalise. If the US fails to recognise
the structural costs of this approach, it may
find its long-term strategic influence in
Asia irreparably weakened.
The Geopolitical Reset Ahead
The SCQO’s 25th anniversary marks a deci-
sive shift towards a non-Western bloc,
where Eurasian powers seek insulation
from US coercion and dollar dominance.
Asia faces opportunities in new trade cor-
ridors, energy routes, and financial mecha-
nisms, but also sharper rivalries. For India,
this is the ultimate test of statecraft —
whether to rise as a stabilising power or
remain constrained. With Japan as partner
and a parallel track in the SCO, India can
shape Eurasia’s future and act as a pivotal
state.
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It is already known that there is huge political arrest in
Nepal after the massive violent protests that erupted
against the incumbent government. This has led to dan-
gerous situation for the Indian community and particular-
ly even the Telugu community that has been staying in
Nepal. Amid the unrest in Nepal, Andhra Pradesh
Minister for Real Time Governance, Nara Lokesh, has
taken charge of coordinating rescue operations for Telugu
citizens stranded across various regions of the neighbor-
ing country.Minister Nara Lokesh on Wednesday reached
the Real Time Governance (RTG) Center at the State
Secretariat and held a review meeting with senior offi-
cials. AP Bhavan authorities briefed him on the ground
situation, informing that as many as 215 Telugu people
have been reported stranded so far.Taking serious note of
the situation, Minister Lokesh directed officials to initiate
measures on a war footing to ensure the safe return of
those trapped. He instructed that immediate relief must be
extended, stranded people shifted to safer locations, and
regular updates provided.Updates on their safety and
well-being must be collected every two hours, minister
told officials during the meeting. The minister also inter-
acted via video call with some of the stranded citizens,
including Surya Prabha, who briefed him on the present
situation in Muktinath where several Telugu pilgrims are
stuck in a hotel.Minister Nara Lokesh assured that the
state government, in close coordination with the central
government, is committed to bringing all Telugu citizens
back home safely.

What Now! Shamila’s Son
Raja Reday Entry In Poiics!

L1 1 - }

The elder son of Andhra Pradesh Congress, president YS
Sharmila, YS Raja Reddy, who is also the grandson of
legendary chief minister YS Rajasekhar Reddy is set to
enter Andhra Pradesh politics.Sharmila took bath in a
public event in Kurnool today, along with her son, Raja
Reddy, and she made a series of interesting comments
about the political debut of the latter.Raja Reddy and
Sharmila held this public meeting together in the presence
of hundreds of Congress supporters, and this was when
Sharmila announced the political debut of her
son.Sharmila stated that Raja Reddy will certainly enter
Andhra Pradesh politics when the right need and situation
comes up. “When the right time comes and there is ade-
guate need, then Raja Reddy will obviously enter Andhra
Pradesh politics and serve everyone.” Sharmila said in a
public meeting today.While Sharmila is already operating
as the President of Andhra Pradesh Congress, the poten-
tial debut of her son Raja Reddy could mean a big deal. It
appears that she is fully committed to sculpting the polit-
ical career of her son, who is still a youngster who got
educated in the United States of America.Raja Reddy was
seen smiling while her mother introduced him in the polit-
ical arena and commented about his political future. This
could be an indication of the fact that the youngster is set
to debut in Andhra Pradesh politics sooner than expected.
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nall Friendly Viog Between India Ana USA

It is already been on the
United States of America
and India have been
indulging in a tariff war
where both the countries are
not in a promising situation.
This is primarily due to the
fact that Donald Trump has
Imposed unexpected tariffs
on India due to the oil trade
with Russia.However, there
iIs finally some positive

Prime Minister Narendra

A Modi as well.“India and the

US are close friends and
natural partners. | am confi-
dent that our trade negotia-
tions will pave the way for
unlocking the limitless
potential of the India-US
partnership. Our teams are
working to conclude these
discussions at the earliest. |
am also looking forward to

momentum building as Ronald
Trump tweeted about how
USA’s connection with India is
far too deep rooted to be med-
dled with.In this context,

Donald Trump tweeted earlier *
| am pleased to announce that
India, and the United States of
America, are continuing negoti-
ations to address the Trade
Barriers

between our two

Nations.I look forward to speak-
ing with my very good friend,
Prime Minister Modi, in the
upcoming weeks. | feel certain
that there will be no difficulty in
coming to a successful conclu-
sion for both of our Great
Countries!.”Shortly, after posted
this tweet on his social media
handles, this was followed by
reciprocal message from Indian

15, Comment

uU.S.
President Donald Trump’s associate
and leading political commentator
Charlie Kirk has been shot dead in a
horrifying shooting incident in the

In a shocking incident,

United States.Charlie Kirk, co-
founder of Turning Point USA, was

\Woman Brutal

shot and killed on
September 10, 2025,
while speaking at
Utah Valley
University in Orem,
Utah. He was hosting
a session of his
“American Comeback
Tour,” where he
I debated students and
answered questions.
Around 20 minutes
into the event, a gun-
man fired from a near-

by building about 200 yards away.
The bullet struck Kirk in the neck,
causing him to collapse on stage.
Security rushed to help, and he was
immediately taken to the hospital in
critical condition.Despite doctors
efforts, he later died from his

speaking with President Trump.
We will work together to secure
a brighter, more prosperous
future for both our people.”
Modi wrote.lt is good to see the
kind of camaraderie that is
developing between the two
global leaders as they appear to
be indulging in friendly activi-
ties after a brief spell of hostili-
ty.

e Kot e

injuries. Authorities have launched a
full investigation to identify the
shooter and uncover the motive.
Kirk, known for his outspoken con-
servative views and leadership at
Turning Point USA, was 31 years old
at the time of his tragic
death.President Trump expressed his
deepest condolences to the family of
the deceased and called Kirk a leg-
end of the top order.In this context,
Trump tweeted “The Great, and even
Legendary, Charlie Kirk, is dead. No
one understood or had the Heart of
the Youth in the United States of
America better than Charlie. He was
loved and admired by ALL, especial-
ly me, and now, he is no longer with
us. Melania and my Sympathies go
out to his beautiful wife Erika, and
family. Charlie, we love youl!.”

y Murdered in Kukatpally

Swan Lake gated community, Hyderabac

Hyderabad witnessed a shocking

knives and finally hit her on

crime on Wednesday evening
when a 50-year-old woman, Renu
Agarwal was brutally murdered
inside her home in Kukatpally’s
Swan Lake gated community.
According to police, Renu was
alone at home when the incident
took place. Her husband Rakesh|§
Agarwal and son Shubham had
gone to their steel shop in
Fatehnagar. Around 7 PM, when
Rakesh returned home, he found
the main door locked from inside.
After repeated attempts to reach his
wife failed, he called a plumber to
open the back door. On entering the
house, they were horrified to see
Renu lying dead in a pool of blood in
the hall.Investigations revealed that
two domestic workers were behind
the gruesome murder. Roshan, who

the head with a heavy kitchen
grinder Kkilling her on the
spot.After committing the
crime, the accused ransacked
the house, broke open the
lockers and took away cash
and gold packed in a suitcase.
Shockingly, CCTV footage
showed that the Killers even
took a bath inside the house,
changed into fresh clothes,
and left on the family’s two-
wheeler.Police teams are now

had been working in Renu’s rela-
tives’ house for the past nine years,
introduced his fellow villager Harsh
from Jharkhand as a cook just 11
days ago. Police say the two tied
Renu’s hands and legs with ropes
and tortured her, demanding money
and gold. They attacked her with

searching for Roshan and Harsh. The
Balanagar DCP, Kukatpally ACP,
forensic experts and dog squads
inspected the crime  scene.
Preliminary reports suggest the
accused had planned the crime care-
fully taking advantage of Renu being
alone at home.
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