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F1i Bengaluru Roads

Bengaluru, India's tech capital, has long car-
ried two reputations: a city of innovation - and
a city of potholes. On Saturday, Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah drew a hard line, giv-
ing officials of the Greater Bengaluru
Authority just one month to patch the city's
battered roads. Miss the deadline, he warned,
and Chief Engineers themselves will be held
accountable. The stakes are high. The govern-
ment has poured ?750 crore into the repairs,
but the numbers tell the story of how deep the
problem runs: 6,000 potholes fixed, nearly
8,000 still gaping open. "I will hold two meet-

Presoent Poucel On Nepal'sInterim Govt

leaving no

Deputy  Chief

“Congensts Was Only Wey Forware”

Nepal President Ram Chandra Poudel has called for continued
support from friendly nations as the country navigates its current
challenges, emphasizing that the interim government, formed for
six months, was established by consensus. "There was no alter-
native but to constitute a council of ministers from the existing
House of Representatives," Poudel said. He urged citizens and
political stakeholders to heed the call of Gen Z protesters to end
corruption and implement meaningful reforms.Recent student-
led protests left 72 people dead, ultimately leading to Prime
Minister KP Sharma Oli's resignation and the dissolution of
Parliament. In an unprecedented move, the younger generation
selected Sushila Karki, Nepal's first woman chief justice, as
interim Prime Minister, reflecting widespread public anger and a
demand for generational change.Addressing the nation on
Constitution Day, Poudel said Nepal has embarked on a new
path with renewed dreams. "l firmly believe that the new peo-
ple's mandate will further institutionalize democracy and guide
the future course of the country,” he stated.He added that the
interim government aims to reconstruct national losses, com-
plete elections within six months, and transfer power to the peo-
ple's representatives. "This is now the main responsibility of all
Nepalese. Let us all understand that this step was taken by con-
sensus, as there was no other way to form a council of ministers
from the existing House of Representatives," Poudel said. He
called on political parties, administrative bodies, think tanks, and
citizens to ensure the success of the upcoming elections through
coordination and cooperation, without prejudice or conflict.He
reflected on the circumstances that placed him in a position to
manage the political vacuum, stating, "With everyone's under-
standing, coordination, and cooperation, we have been able to
handle this challenging situation. Together, we acted in accor-
dance with the spirit of democracy, the Constitution, the new
generation's call for change, and the people's
aspirations."Marking the 10th Constitution Day, Poudel offered
condolences to those who died in past democratic struggles and
the youth-led demonstrations of September 8 and 9. The interim
government has recognized 59 students and other civilians who
perished during the protests as martyrs.Expressing sorrow over
the loss of life, property, businesses, and heritage, Poudel said,
"As a guardian of children, | feel the pain of parents who lost
their young ones, and as a guardian of the nation, | feel the coun-
try's loss of its talented youth."He acknowledged the aspirations
of protesters, noting that their demand for stability and a better
future reflects the true spirit of democracy. Drawing parallels to
his own political journey that began at age 17 in 1960, Poudel
emphasized that collective understanding and cooperation have
allowed the political vacuum post-September 9 to be managed in
line with democratic principles.Looking ahead, Poudel stated
that the country's roadmap rests on good governance, ending
malpractices, creating employment opportunities, ensuring envi-
ronmental sustainability, and delivering social justice.
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Uttar Pradesh Deputy Chief
Minister Brajesh Pathak has
vowed to take decisive action
against criminals following a
shooting incident at Bollywood
actress Disha Patani's home. He
stressed that under BJP gover-
nance, law enforcement will be
stringent. Two suspects were killed
in a police encounter, and others
were arrested, highlighting the
Yogi Adityanath government's
zero tolerance for lawlessne
ss.During the Namo Yuva Run in
Bareilly, organised by the BJP
Yuva Morcha, Pathak addressed
participants as the chief guest. The
five-kilometre marathon saw near-
ly 10,000 children participate. It
began at the Sports Stadium,
passed through IVRI Gate, and
concluded back at the
stadium.Pathak took the opportu-
nity to criticise opposition leaders
during his address. He labelled
Congress MP Rahul Gandhi as a

N80 context, e External afa
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The Supreme Court of India has
expressed concern over selec-
tive leaks from the preliminary
inquiry report of the Air India
Flight Al171 crash in June
2025, stressing the importance |
of maintaining confidentiality
until the investigation is com-
plete. The crash occurred short- E

ly after takeoff from Ahme ¢

dabad airport, resulting in 260
fatalities.Advocate Prashant

Bhushan, representing the peti- #%
tioners, pointed out that the &g

five-member investigation team
included three members from the
DGCA, which could represent a
conflict of interest as the regula-
tor's role is also under scrutiny.
Bhushan questioned how DGCA
officials could impartially probe
their own organisation.Bhushan
also criticised media narratives
that prematurely blamed pilot
error, claiming selective leaks
from the preliminary report led to
misinterpretation. International
media reportedly seized on a cryp-
tic reference suggesting pilot error,
which Justice Surya Kant called
"unfortunate." The court stressed
that confidentiality must be main-
tained until the investigation con-
cludes.Justice Kant also addressed

longer-term plan would be drawn
up to rescue the city's roads from
chronic collapse.The urgency
comes not just from politics but
from public fury. Bengaluru's resi-
dents, weary of dodging craters,
have been speaking out louder
than ever. BlackBuck CEO Rajesh Yabaji
openly mused about leaving Bellandur's Outer
Ring Road, while the Peenya Industries
Association warned of companies shifting to
neighboring states with better
ucture.Shivakumar did not shy away from the
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"confused leader," suggesting that
Gandhi lacks clarity in his objec-
tives and stance. This indecisive-
ness was described as his major
weakness by Pathak.The deputy
CM also targeted Samajwadi Party
chief Akhilesh Yadav. He claimed
that whenever the SP governed
Uttar Pradesh, 'jungle raj' pre-
vailed. Pathak accused Yadav of
allowing mafia and goons to oper-
ate fearlessly and questioned his
failure to maintain law and order
during his tenure.The marathon
event awarded cash prizes to win-
ners: ?5100 for first place, 73100
for second, and ?2100 for third.
Additionally, three participants
received ?1000 each as consola-
tion prizes. All runners were given
T-shirts and certificates for their
participation.BJYM Metropolitan
President Aman Saxena and
regional sports officer Chanchal
Mishra managed event arrange-
ments. They ensured refreshments,

o
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Flight Data Recorder
advising against premature disclo-
sure, stating, "It's not advisable to
release [at this point]."The PIL,

(FDR),

filed by  Safety  Matters
Foundation, claims that withhold-
ing Digital Flight Data Recorder
(DFDR) outputs and Cockpit
Voice Recorder (CVR) transcripts
undermines public trust in aviation
safety and violates India's obliga-
tions under Interna tional Civil
Aviation Organization (ICAO)
standards.The petition highlights
documented system anomalies,
including fuel switch defects and
electrical faults, and criticises pre-
mature attribution of the crash to
pilot error. It argues that Annex 13
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et 31 or Face Action: CM Stcdaramaian Warns Orficlal

ings in the coming month to moni-
tor progress,” Siddaramaiah said,
room for
excuses.Standing firmly at his side,
Minister
Shivakumar raised the bar even
higher, naming October 31 as the
non-negotiable finish line. He revealed that a
map of 10,000 potholes had been created with
help from citizens and police, and that officers
would now be tasked with maintaining
records and ensuring quick responses to com-
plaints. After the monsoon ends, he added, a

0t Nt Tt s, S e

spotlight. "There are potholes in every city,"”
he said, "but only Bengaluru makes headlines
because our media is free and bold enough to
highlight them." His words were both an
admission and a deflection.And then, in a
moment that revealed his personal touch,
Shivakumar spoke of home: "I was born here,
I will live here, and | will die here. My only
priority is to empower the people of this
soil."For now, Bengaluru waits - watching the
calendar tick toward October 31. Will the
government finally deliver smoother roads, or
will the potholes outlast yet another promise?

[l rall

water, and medical facilities were

available for all participants
throughout the event.Pathak high-
lighted Seva Pakhwada, observed
from September 17 to October 2,
which includes various public
service programmes like
marathons across India. He noted
that Prime Minister Modi's initia-
tives have inspired youth involve-
ment in politics and nation-build-
ing efforts. The deputy CM empha-
sised that under BJP rule, criminals
are either imprisoned or expelled
from Uttar Pradesh. This statement
underscores the government's
commitment to maintaining law
and order in the state.

iy of Incla s reate
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-z Of the Chicago Convention
-1 mandates independent
investigations focused on
prevention rather than
assigning blame.The peti-
" tion contends that selective
~ inquiry violates citizens'
‘rights to life and safety

“7 under Article 21 of the
/. 7@ Constitu tion.Justice Kant
B observed that irresponsible
Bl media reports blaming

”"". pilots before official find-

« g
i ings were released could

create baseless narratives, empha-

sizing the need for careful han-
dling of sensitive aviation
data.Another PIL seeks the sus-
pension of Air India's Boeing fleet
until safety audits are conducted.
Separately, two doctors wrote to
the Chief Justice of India, urging
suo motu action regarding victim
compensation and a thorough
investigation into the crash
cause.In August, Justice Kant's
bench dismissed a PIL seeking an
independent probe into Air India's
safety checks post-crash, allowing
liberty to file a writ later. The
Court has now issued notice for a
limited prayer seeking a free, fair,
and impartial investigation by an
expert body.
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The Brihanmumbai Electric Supply and Transport
Undertaking (BEST) has announced the operation of
extra buses to the Mahalaxmi Temple during Navratri.
This service will run from September 22 to October 1,
2025. The additional buses aim to accommodate the
surge in devotees visiting the temple for the nine-day fes-
tival. Adjustments in timings and frequency are made to
align with peak hours, ensuring smooth transportation for
pilgrims.During Navratri, several key routes will have
extra buses connecting different parts of Mumbai to the
Mahalaxmi Temple. These routes include J. Mehta Marg
to Kurla Station (West), Walkeshwar to P. Thakre Udyan
(Sewree), Wadala Depot to Breach Candy Hospital,
Byculla Station (West) to Breach Candy Hospital, S.G.M.
Chowk (Satrasta) to Breach Candy Hospital, Mumbai
Central Depot to Electric House, Colaba Bus Station to
Santacruz Depot, Mumbai Central Depot to Shivaji
Nagar Depot, and P. Thakre Udyan (Sewree) to
Mahalaxmi Temple.The Mumbadevi Temple commenced
its Navratri celebrations with Mangala Aarti at 5:30 am
on Monday. Devotees were welcomed for darshan fol-
lowing this ritual. The Ghatasthapana ceremony took
place between 7 am and 8 am. Meanwhile, the
Mahalaxmi Shrine will remain open daily from 5:30 am
until 10 pm throughout the festival period.Special events
are planned during Navratri at these temples. On
Panchami, which falls on Friday, September 26, a
Deepotsav will be held from 6:00 pm to 6:30 pm.
Additionally, on Navami, Wednesday, October 1, a
Chandi Mahayagya is scheduled from 10:00 am to 5:30
pm.Hemant Jadhav, manager of Mumbadevi Temple,
stated that 21 pujaris will perform the Chandi Path daily
during the festival. He assured that all necessary security
measures are in place for a peaceful celebration. Jadhav
encouraged devotees to visit Mumbadevi Temple in large
numbers without fear and seek blessings from Mata
Mumbadevi.The additional bus services provided by
BEST aim to facilitate easy travel for devotees attending
prayers and celebrations at Mahalaxmi Temple during
Navratri from September 22 to October 1, 2025.
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Renowned author and Booker Prize winner Banu Mushtag
inaugurated the Mysuru Dasara festival 2025 by offering flow-
ers and prayers to Goddess Chamu ndeshwari at the hill temple.
She was accompanied by Karnataka Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah and other dignitaries, and also participated in the
Mahamangalarati before commencing the celebrat ions.Her
participation in the puja, in line with Hindu traditions, was seen
as a strong response to critics who had questioned her appoint-
ment as the inaugurator of the state's most iconic cultural festi-
val.After the inauguration, Banu Mushtaq described the invita-
tion as a great honour, recalling how a friend had once spoken
of taking her to the temple. "Today, it was the government that
gave me this opportunity, and | am deeply grateful,” she
said.She also expressed hope that Mysuru Dasara would be
recognised worldwide as a festival of peace and harmony,
spreading the fragrance of unity far beyond India's
borders.Banu Mushtaq's selection as inaugurator drew criticism
from opposition leaders, especially BJP MP Pratap Simha, who
questioned her faith in Sanatan traditions and idol worship. The
BJP even took the matter to court, challenging the
Siddaramaiah-led government's decision.Unfazed, Mushtaq
embraced tradition by performing rituals at Chamundeshwari
Temple, making it clear that she respected the customs associ-
ated with the festival.
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The Donald Trump adminis-
tration in the United States
has communicated that the
H1B visa fee has been
amplified to 100K dollars.
This comes as a rude shock
to the Indian skilled workers
community in the country.In
this context, the External
affairs ministry of India has
reacted to this matter, and
here is what they had to say
about the same.The
Government has seen reports
related to the proposed restric-
tions on the US H1B visa pro-
gram. The full implications of
the measure are being studied by
all concerned, including by
Indian industry, which has
already put out an initial analysis

The PreS|dent of United States,
Donald Trump has officially com-
municated that the new H1B fee
structure will be hiked to 100K
dollars. This is showing signifi-
cant impact on the Indian commu-
nity in the United States, and it is
also reported that several mar-
riages are getting cancelled for

\/I |
The Donald Trump adminis-
tration in the United States
delivered a brutal shock to the
Indian community by impos-
ing 100K dollar fee on H1B
Visa entries.The recent deci-
sion by the U.S. government
to raise the H-1B visa fee to
$100,000 (about ?88 lakhs)
has left many Indians shocked
and heartbroken. For thou-
sands of young professionals
working in America, this sud-
den hike has not only created
financial stress but also dis-
rupted their personal lives.Several
Indians who had planned to travel
home for weddings, engagements,
or religious events are now being
forced to cancel or postpone them.

Social media is filled with emo-
tional posts from families who feel
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clarifying some perceptions
related to the H1B program.
Industry in both India and the
US has a stake in innovation and
creativity and can be expected to
consult on the best path forward.
Skilled talent mobility and
exchanges have contributed

|

Mg
|
this reason.The
sudden announce-
ment of a
US$100,000 H-
' 1B visa fee by the
Trump adminis-
tration has caused
widespread panic
among Indian
visa holders in
the U.S. The poli-
cy, revealed just
days before the
’ September 21

deadline, left
many confused and fearful about
whether it would affect their abili-
ty to travel or return.One major
Impact has been on weddings.
Several Indians who had planned
to travel to India for their own
marriages or family weddings
have postponed or cancelled the

Wit A

H1B Visa Application

PERSONALINFORMATION
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helpless.Some parents in India are
upset as their children cannot
attend important family functions.
On Reddit and other platforms,
many H-1B workers have shared
stories of missing weddings or
being unable to see their loved
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enormously to tech-
nology development,
Innovation, economic
growth, competitive-
ness and wealth cre-
ation in the United
States and
India.Policy makers
will therefore assess
recent steps taking
into account mutual
benefits, which
include strong peo-
ple-to-people ties between the
two countries.This measure is
likely to have humanitarian con-
sequences by way of the disrup-
tion caused for families.
Government hopes that these
disruptions can be addressed
suitably by the US authorities.

i Canceld

events. Some were worried they
might not be able to return to their
jobs in the U.S., while others
faced uncertainty about whether
they would need to pay the steep
new fee.Alongside marriages,
travel for festivals like Diwali has
also been cancelled. Airlines and
airports reported last-minute ticket
cancellations, and tech companies
even advised H-1B and H-4 visa
holders abroad to return quickly
before the new rules take

effect. The Indian government
expressed concern, saying such
sudden policy shifts disrupt fami-
lies and create emotional distress.
Though later clarifications said
the new fee applies only to fresh
applications, many believe the
damage is already done, as panic
forced people to change life-
changing plans overnight.

ones.The fear is that if
they leave the U.S.,
they may not be able to
return without paying
the heavy fee. This has
created panic among
those waiting for visa
stamping or planning
short visits.However,
reports suggest that the
fee mainly applies to
new H-1B applications
and may not affect
those who already hold
valid visas or
renewals. Still, the uncertainty has
caused widespread confusion and
stress.For many Indians, the dream
of working in the U.S. now feels
like a burden, with family bonds
and personal happiness being the
biggest casualties.
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