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The central’government has recently reduced the GST
rate on food products from 12% to 5%. This decision has
led to a decrease in prices for various products under the
Nandini brand by the Karnataka Milk Federation (KMF).
The new rates are effective immediately, making dairy
products more affordable for consumers.Nandini, a dom-
inant player in Karnataka's dairy market, is directly ben-
efiting consumers with this change. Some items like
paneer and Good Life milk have been exempted from
GST altogether, leading to further savings. The revised
prices were finalised during a meeting held by KMF offi-
cials on Friday.The government's move aims to protect
consumer interests by lowering taxes on essential goods.
Previously taxed at 12%, these products now attract only
5% GST. This reduction eases the burden on producers
and distributors, ultimately benefiting consumers.
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Vice President CP Radhakrishnan, speaking at his first
public event since taking office, highlighted Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's relationships with world lead-
ers, including Donald Trump, Vladimir Putin, and Xi
Jinping. He expressed optimism about improving India-
US ties despite high trade tariffs imposed by the Trump
administration.Radhakrishnan praised Modi's internation-
al rapport, stating, "Modi is a great friend of Putin. He is
a great friend of Trump. At the same time, Xi Jinping,
despite international political differences, is a good friend
of Modi." He suggested these connections could help
India achieve goals previously considered unattain
able.The Vice President also released four books compil-
ing selected speeches by PM Modi on Sabka Saath, Sabka
Vikas (inclusive development), delivered between 2022
and 2024, offering insight into Modi's leadership style
and understanding of public sentiment.Radhakrishnan
emphasized India's pursuit of global power through wel-
fare rather than dominance, asserting, "India has shown
that our aspiration of becoming a global power is not
driven by dominance, but by the idea of global welfare."”
He stressed that no nation should dictate terms to poorer
countries.Echoing similar concerns, Rajya Sabha deputy
chairman Harivansh highlighted India's dependence on
other nations, particularly following the US's $100,000
H-1B visa fee impacting Indian professionals in the high-
tech sector.Information and Broadcasting Minister
Ashwani Vaishnaw lauded Modi's achievements: "There
are more toilets in India than the population of Japan; 800
million people receive ration without hindrance; we are
running the world's largest food security progra
m."Radhakrishnan assumed office after defeating
Opposition candidate B Sudershan Reddy on September
9 and took oath on September 12, succeeding Jagdeep
Dhankhar following his mid-term resignation due to
health issues.
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In a tragic incident, airstrikes in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa's Tirah Valley have resulted
in the deaths of at least 30 individuals, pri-
marily civilians. The Pakistan military tar-
geted TTP hideouts on Monday, as report-
ed by CNN News18. Videos circulating on
social media depict women and children
among the casualties, highlighting the dev-
astating impact on non-combatants.Rescue
operations are ongoing, and there is con-
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cern that the number of fatalities may
increase. The shared videos also show
injured children lying on makeshift beds
while locals assess the extent of the dam-
age. The situation remains dire as efforts
continue to provide aid to those
affected.Tirah Valley, where this incident
occurred, is strategically positioned
between Khyber Pass and Khanki Valley. It
lies along the border between Pakistan and
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Khyher Vally Bombing by Pakistan AirForce Leaves 3 Dead: Report

Afghanistan, an area often marked by con-
flict due to its proximity to militant strong-
holds.Reports confirm that women and
children are among those who have suf-
fered casualties in this attack. The commu-
nity is grappling with the aftermath as they
attempt to cope with the loss and destruc-
tion caused by these airstrikes.

oladaramaiah Addresses Unruly Audience
at Mysuru Dasara Inauguration

Karnataka Chief Minister Siddarama
iah expressed his frustration during
the Mysuru Dasara festival's inaugu-
ration. While addressing the crowd,
he pointed at some attendees, criti-
cising them for their disruptive
behaviour. The Chief Minister was
heard saying in Kannada, "Can't you
sit for a little while? Sit down. Who
is that? If | tell you once, don't you
understand? Why did you even come
here? You should have stayed at
home."The Mysuru Dasara festival,
known as 'Nada Habba' or the state
festival, began with great enthusi-
asm in the city and its palaces. This
year's celebrations were inaugurated
by Banu Mushtaq, an International
Booker  Prize-winning  author.
Mushtaqg initiated the 11-day event
during the auspicious "Vrushchika
Lagna" by showering flowers on
Goddess Chamundeshwari's idol at
Chamundi Hills' temple.During the
ceremony, priests chanted Vedic
hymns as part of the rituals.

Zubgen Garq Cremation: Assam Bids Emotiona

Siddaramaiah later defended his
government's choice to invite
Mushtaq as the chief guest. He stat-
ed that most people in Karnataka
supported this decision, which
brought honour to the state. "Dasara
is not a festival of any one religion
or caste; it is a festival of all,"

Siddaramaiah emphasised.The Chief '

Minister further instructed police
officers present not to allow those
unruly audience members to leave.
He questioned their attendance if
they couldn't remain seated for half
an hour or an hour. The incident
highlighted Siddaramaiah's commit-
ment to maintaining decorum during
such significant events.The Mysuru
Dasara festival, also referred to as
Sharan Navaratri, will continue for
11 days. It offers a vibrant display of
Karnataka's rich culture and tradi-
tions while providing a glimpse into
its royal heritage. The event holds
immense cultural significance and
attracts numerous visitors each

ye that
Dasara is a celebration for everyone
in Karnataka, transcending religious
and caste boundaries. His remarks
underscored the inclusive nature of
the festival and its importance as a
unifying event for the people of
Karnataka. The Chief Minister's
actions during the inauguration
reflect his dedication to ensuring
that such cultural events are con-
ducted with respect and orderliness.
As the festivities progress, attendees
can look forward to experiencing
Karnataka's diverse cultural offer-
ings and historical splendour.

Farewell 1o Sinoer As Last Rites Beain In Kamarkuch

Popular singer Zubeen Garg's body
was taken to Kamarkuchi on the
outskirts of Assam's Guwabhati,
where he would be cremated with
full state honours on Tuesday in

the presence of his family, well- §

wishers and prominent personali-

ties. His body was placed on a (34
podium, next to the platform where 58
his last rites would be performed. %8
The funeral pyre has been con-
structed on the platform, covered 3%

in a white canopy and decorated

with flowers all around it. Vedic
hymns were chanted by priests at the
cremation site since early morning.
A team of Assam police personnel
were the pallbearers of the casket,
carrying Zubeen's body.A gun salute
was given to Zubeen by the Assam
Police personnel before his body
was taken to the platform, where his
last rites would be
performed.Zubeen Garg Funeral
Father Pays Final Tribute Amid
Massive Homage in Guwahati A
large number of people gathered
around the cremation site, including
those on the hills surrounding the
place, and slogans like 'Long Live
Zubeen', 'Jai Zubeen da' reverberat-
ed in the area. People were seen
singing a song 'Mayabini Ratir
buku', which Garg had said many
times that this should be sung at his
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funeral. The singer's 85-year-old
father took a poignant lead in paying
tribute, followed by his wife Garima
Saikia and other family members in
separate vehicles. The procession
also carried a huge black-and-white
portrait of Zubeen Garg on the
flower-bedecked ambulance trans-
porting his body, draped in the tradi-
tional Assamese 'gamosa’.The cere-
mony highlighted a grieving family
coping with loss, as this tragedy
comes after the family endured pre-
vious losses - first his wife, then his
daughter, and now Zubeen him-
self.Union Mini sters Sarbananda
Sonowal, Kiren Rijiju and Pabitra
Margherita, along with Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma,
assembly speaker Biswajit Daimary
and several cabinet ministers and
senior government officials, also
laid floral wreaths on the singer's

coffin. Sonowal, Margherita,
the chief minister and leader
of the opposition, Debabrata
Saikia, went down on their
i knees to pay tributes to the
singer. His final journey to
the cremation ground had
i begun from the Arjun
74 Bhogeswar Baruah Sports
g Complex in Guwahati, where
g his body was brought after
il the second post-mortem
examination at the Gauhati
Medical College Hospital.Zubeen
Garg will be cremated at Kamar
kuchi NC village, approximately 20
km from the sports complex. The
state government has ensured that
the singer receives full state hon-
ours, reflecting his immense impact
on Assamese culture and music.The
procession was marked by solemnity
and respect, as well as emotional
scenes from fans and family mem-
bers alike. Authorities maintained
order while allowing thousands of
admirers to participate in the final
journey.Zubeen Garg's contributions
to music, cinema, and cultural
preservation have left an indelible
mark on Assam and India. His songs,
performances, and charismatic per-
sona won him millions of fans, and
his legacy will continue to influence
future generations.
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The high intense clash between India and
Pakistan happened at the famous Dubai interna-
tional Stadium last night, and it was a rollicking
affair from start to finish.Incidentally, there were
multiple occasions when Pakistani players,
including Shaheen Afridi, Harris Rauf, Farhan
and others tried to trigger the Indian players and
fans with their problematic gestures.Afridi tried
to trigger Indian openers Shubman Gill and
Abhishek Sharma while bowling in the second
innings and he got recommended shortly after
Indian players, humbled him on the ground.This
was followed by a pathetic gesture by Farhan,
who tried to provoke the crowds by using AK-47
gesture. This was a provocative attempt to trigger
the Indian fandom, but he got it back as a fan lam-
basted him.Then there was this incident where
Harris Rauf tried to irk the crowds by signalling a
flight collapse gesture. And again, Indian fans in
the stadium, gave it back to him as they torment-
ed him for the entirety of the game last night.The
most important thing here is that India absolutely
decimated Pakistan with an all-rounder perform-
ance, and the Pakistani site was of no match to the
Indian team. The game was comprehensively
completed by India. Pakistan was left humiliated
for the nth time.But Cricket is a gentleman sport
and better behaviour is expected from Pakistan,
but at the end of the day, the country is never real-
ly big on conduct and skill.
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Bollywood actress Jacqueline Fernandez,
known for special songs and good roles at the
beginning of her career, faced a major legal hur-
dle as the Supreme Court refused to quash the
Rs 215 crore ED case against her, upholding the
Delhi High Court’s earlier orders.The case, filed
under the Prevention of Money Laundering Act

(PMLA), involves alleged conman Sukesh
Chandrashekhar. The Enforcement Directorate
claims Jacqueline accepted luxury gifts, jew-
ellery, clothes, and vehicles worth over Rs 7
crore, despite knowing his criminal background.
The agency also alleges she deleted data from
her phone after Sukesh’s arrest and initially con-
cealed details of her transactions. Jacqueline has
contested the charges, insisting she was
unaware of Sukesh’s alleged illegal activities.
The Supreme Court bench, including Justices
Dipankar Datta and Augustine George Masih,
dismissed her plea, stating that allegations must
be accepted at this stage and innocence cannot
be assumed before the trial. The court empha-
sized that judicial processes rely on evidence
and hearings, giving Jacqueline the chance to
present her defense later during the trial while
the case continues.The Delhi High Court previ-
ously turned down a similar request in July
2025, stating that offering relief before formal
charges are established would be too early and
might mislead the criminal justice system
.Despite this difficulty, Jacqueline's situation
remains under heavy public and media atten-
tion. Supporters and people within the industry
are closely following her case, hoping to see
how she handles this challenge. As the legal bat-
tle continues, her story is one of the most promi-
nent cases in recent times, and her ability to per-
sist shows her strength and determination.
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H-1B Fiasco: Big Changes Happening Already?

The Donald Trump administration has started
the H1B visa fee change policy and it is bring-
ing about a lot of changes already. Indian IT
companies are changing the way they work in
the United States.According to Nasscom, these
firms are now investing over $1 billion in local
hiring and training American workers. This
shift comes as U.S. policies on foreign work
visas, especially H-1B, are becoming more
expensive and restrictive.In 2015, leading
Indian IT firms received about 7%2 H-1B

On the occasion of Megastar
Chiranjeevi completing 47 years in

visas. By 2024, that number dropped to 10,162.
Today, H-1B holders make up less than 1% of
the total employees in the top ten Indian IT
companies in the U.S. This shows a steady
decline in  dependence on foreign
workers.From 2026, the U.S. will impose a
$100,000 fee on each new H-1B visa petition.
While this does not affect current H-1B hold-
ers, it will heavily increase costs for new appli-
cations. To prepare for this, Indian IT compa-
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the film industry after his debut film | 9 ;

Praanam Khareedu, his brother and

the deputy CM of AP, Pawan Kalyan |

had a stroke from the past to
share.Kalyan noted he still vividly
remembers when ‘Peddha Annaya’
acted as the hero in the film
‘Praanam Khareedhu’. We were in
Nellore at that time, and | was still in
school. We went to Kanakamahal
Theater, and the elation | felt that day
Is beyond words.In his 47 year film
journey, it is truly inspiring to see
how he has grown by leaps and
bounds in every aspect, yet has

remained humble at heart, never Ios-
ing his healing and helping nature,
he said.Kalyan further blessed
Chiranjeevi as he said “May Durga
Maa bless him with a long life filled
with success, health, and prosperity.

(Caste name on bike? Get rea

It is a common practice in India for
vehicle users to have the caste names
printed on their vehicles. But this
isn’t going to be an economically
feasible option in Uttar Pradesh
henceforth as the CM of the state
Yogi Adityanath is going to crack

0k Talk: H-

The H-1B visa is one of the most of
sought after visas in the globe as it
grants work permit to the interna-
tional folk in the U.S. The value of
the US dollar is not a mystery. The
strength of America comes from
innovation and research.Almost
every major industry in the US tech-
nology, pharma, aerospace, finance,
and artificial intelligence runs
because of new ideas and inventions.
Innovation is the foundation of its
growth.China, on the other hand, has
grown mainly by copying and manu-
facturing at a large scale. They are
very fast in production but weak in
creating something original. That is
why China is often called a “copy mas-
ter.”India’s strength lies in service.
Indian engineers, programmers, and
professionals are the backbone of many
American companies. Without Indian

down on the same.The
Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment has started a strict
action against vehicles
showing caste or reli-
gion through stickers,
writings, or signs.In a
10-day drive, traffic
police in districts like
Noida, Ghaziabad, and
Gautam Buddh Nagar
issued more than 2,300
challans (fines). Many
cars were found carrying words like
“Yadav,” “Thakur,” “Jaat,” or other
caste iden tities.According to the
rules, only the registration number is
allowed on the number plate. If
someone writes caste names or slo-
gans there, they must pay a fine of

B\

talent, US companies would find it hard

through local hiring and upskilling
programs.Nasscom says this move not only
helps companies adjust to new visa rules but
also supports U.S. innovation and competitive-
ness. By hiring locally, companies can build
stronger community ties and reduce risks from
sudden policy changes.This trend marks a new
phase for Indian IT firms less reliance on visas,
more focus on developing talent within the U.S.

[

And also , we wish to continue
seeing him in many more versatile
‘roles in the years to come. For
h|m there is no such thing as
1ret|rement unless he chooses it.
' And knowing him, he never
~does..A fighter by birth.. my

.~ Peddha Annaya who will be affec-

tionately called as Shankar babu
* Mega Star Chiranjeevi, he

) 4 aka
;’ ‘concluded. He evidently had a

note of thanks to the beloved
megastar on the occasion.This heart-
felt note from Kalyan to his elder
brother Chiranjeevi is now going
viral on social media and under-

standably so as well.
Tl

?5,000. If caste-based stickers or
writings are placed on other parts of
the car, the fine is ?1,000. Officials
also said that repeat violations can
lead to vehicles being seized.This
action follows an Allahabad High
Court order which said caste should
not be mentioned in police records
such as FIRs, arrest forms, or recov-
ery memos. The court also asked for
removal of caste displays from vehi-
cles, calling such glorification “anti-
national” and harmful to
equality.The government’s step is
meant to stop identity-based divi-
sions in society and to promote con-
stitutional values of equality and sec-
ularism. Authorities have warned
that the drive will continue, and vio-
lators will face strict punishment.

ks

becomes clear.

United States — Per Capita Income
Nominal GDP per capita: around
$85,000

PPP  per capita:
$85,000-87,000

This shows high productivity,
advanced industries, and strong
wages.

China — Per Capita Income
Nominal GDP per capita: around
$13,700
PPP

around

per  capita: around

$23,000-25,000
This is rising but still far behind
the US. The gap reduces when

to keep up with global demand.When it
comes to China, language becomes a
big barrier. Many Indians cannot easily
settle or work there because of commu-
nication issues.

If we compare incomes, the difference

cost of living is considered, but China is
not close to America yet.This is why the
H1B visa is still called a “Lakshmi
Visa.” Even if it costs $100,000, people
are ready to try for it. Other visas can-
not give the same value.
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