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Hyderabad: A minor girl was allegedly
sexually assaulted by a youth at
Adibatla on the suburb on Tuesday.As the
per available information, the suspect
Raju, who is a daily wage worker
allegedly made sexual advances and
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Hyderabad: Former Minister and senior BRS MLA
T Harish Rao on Wednesday lashed out at Chief
Minister A Revanth Reddy and Irrigation Minister
N Uttam Kumar Reddy for making reckless state-
ments on Telangana’s rights on Krishna River
water. With their contradictory statements, igno-
rance and political compromises, the duo were
weakening Telangana’s case before the Krishna
Water Disputes Tribunal, he said.In a strong rebut-
tal to Uttam Kumar Reddy, Harish Rao pointed out
glaring contradictions in the government’s stand.
While Uttam Kumar Reddy earlier spoke of secur-
ing 763 TMCft, Revanth Reddy sought a blanket
NOC (No Objection Certificate) from Andhra
Pradesh for 500 TMCft, and later claimed the
State’s rightful share was 904 TMC.“Who is cor-
rect? The Chief Minister or the Irrigation Minister?
Every word counts, and their ignorance is pushing
Telangana into a dangerous position,” he
warned.The senior BRS legislator accused the
Congress of committing a historic betrayal by
agreeing to a 299:512 TMCft ratio between
Telangana and Andhra Pradesh, respectively before
the State formation, effectively reducing
Telangana’s share in Krishna River water. He chal-
lenged the ruling party to prove its claim that BRS
had signed on such an agreement and offered to
resign if proven. “Will Congress leaders dare to do
the same?” he challenged.He said under former
Chief Minister K Chandrashekhar Rao’s leadership,
Telangana fought for and secured Section 3, which
strengthened the State’s case for a basin-wise allo-
cation of 763 TMCft. “We fought in the Apex
Council meetings, approached the Supreme Court,
and wrote 28 letters for Section 3. On the other
hand, the Congress is making contradictory state-
ments that weaken Telangana’s stand,” he said.On
the Sammakka Sarakka Barrage, Harish Rao dis-
missed Uttam Kumar Reddy’s claims of securing
approvals from Chhattisgarh. He said except for the
NOC from Chhattisgarh, all permissions were
obtained during the BRS rule. “KCR corrected the
mistakes committed by the previous Congress gov-
ernment, constructed the barrage, and lifted water.
Now they are boasting about an agreement over the
submergence of 50 acres in Chhattisgarh as though
they built the entire project. This is fake publicity,”
he said.The former Minister also accused the
Congress of silence over Karnataka’s decision to
raise the Almatti Dam height from 519 to 524 feet.
Calling it a conspiracy to dry up Mahabubnagar,
Nalgonda, and Ranga Reddy districts, he ques-
tioned the Congress’s silence over Andhra
Pradesh’s conspiracy to loot Telangana’s water
through Banakacherla. He said both the Congress
and the BJP had repeatedly ignored Telangana’s
rights in river waters. He vowed that the BRS
would continue to expose the Congress’s lies and
fight to protect Telangana’s rightful share in
Krishna River water.
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also sexually assaulted the 17-year-old
girl by taking her to a secluded spot in
neighbourhood.The
though delayed in being reported, was
brought to the attention of the girl’s
mother, who subsequently lodged a
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Youth assaults minor girl in Hyderabad’s Adibatla

incident,

Amaravati: A police officer from Kadapa
district has sent a legal notice to Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu, demanding a public apology in the
Assembly and Rs 1.45 crore compensa-
tion for making “baseless” allegations
against him in connection with the mur-
der of former minister Y. S. Vivekananda
Reddy.J. Shankariah, who was Circle
Inspector of  Pulivendula  when
Vivekananda Reddy was murdered in
2019, served legal notice directly to Chief
Minister Naidu for repeated “malicious
and false” statements during the investi-
gation in the murder case.The police offi-
cial, who is currently serving in Vacancy
Reserve (VR) in Kurnool Range, stated
that CM Naidu’s allegations that he mis-
handled the case and allowed evidence
and bloodstains to be destroyed damaged
his reputation.The notice, sent through
advocate G. Dharneshwar Reddy on
September 18, demanded a public apolo-
gy in the Assembly and Rs 1.45 crore in
compensation for damage to his personal
reputation.After the  murder of
Vivekananda Reddy, the uncle of former
Chief Minister and YSR Congress Party
president Y. S. Jagan Mohan Reddy, N.
Chandrababu Naidu had alleged that in

complaint with the local police.The
Adibatla police have registered the case
and took up an investigation. The sus-
pect was arrested and remanded in judi-
cial custody.

the presence of the Circle Inspector,
the accused “wiped out” the evidence I"
by clearing the blood stains.A week ’
after the murder, Shankariah was sus- |
pended for dereliction of duty. After
the Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) took over the investigation into
the murder case in 2020, Shankariah
had recorded his statement.He had
reportedly alleged that Kadapa MP
Avinash Reddy and his aide
Devireddy Shiva Shankar Reddy
threatened him not to book the murder
case and not to send the body for post-
mortem examination.He also reportedly
told the CBI that he was also pressurised
not to reveal to anyone that there were
injury marks on Vivekananda Reddy’s
body. However, Shankariah did not come
forward to record his statement before the
magistrate.A few days later, on October
6, 2021, the then government of the YSR
Congress party lifted his suspension. The
CBI brought to the notice of the con-
cerned court that Shankariah went back
on his statement as he was influenced by
the accused.Vivekananda Reddy, brother
of former chief minister Y. S. Rajasekhara
Reddy (YSR), and uncle of Jagan Mohan
Reddy, was murdered at his residence in

il s and R L o

‘ | . /i
Pulivendula on March 15, 2019, weeks
before the elections.The 68-year-old for-
mer state minister and former MP was
alone at his house when unidentified per-
sons barged in and killed him. The CBI
took over the investigation into the case
in 2020 at the direction of the Andhra
Pradesh High Court while hearing a peti-
tion of Vivekananda Reddy’s daughter,
Suneetha Reddy, who raised suspicion
about some relatives.Expediting the
probe into the case, the CBI in 2023
arrested Avinash Reddy’s father, Y. S.
Bhaskar Reddy and their follower, Uday
Kumar Reddy. Avinash Reddy, who was
also named as an accused in the case, was
granted anticipatory bail by the
Telangana High Court.

Andhra Pradesh govt launches month-

Amaravati: Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister N Chandrababu Naidu has
said that the TDP-led NDA govern-
ment will undertake a month-long
awareness campaign on ‘GST 2.0’
reforms to enlighten people about the
benefits they stand to derive from
lower prices through the recent
restructuring of the indirect tax
regime.The GST Council has
approved a complete overhaul of the
goods and services tax regime, slash-
ing tax on several commonly used
items, from hair oil to corn flakes and
personal health and life insurance
policies and umpteen others.
Addressing the Assembly, the chief
minister on Monday said the govern-
ment will organise 65,000 meetings
as part of this initiative.“The state
government decided to organise
65,000 meetings starting from
Monday till the Diwali festival. Door-
to-door campaigns will be taken up to
bring awareness among people about
how they are benefiting from the GST
cut on essential commaodities, house-
hold articles, medicines and various
other articles,” said Naidu.Observing
that the campaign would also be
organised across educational institu-
tions, he called upon the MLAs and
ministers to play an active role in this
campaign.The CM said the reforms
will benefit the country to the tune of
Rs 2.25 lakh crore and Andhra
Pradesh up to Rs 8,000
crore.Moreover, Naidu highlighted

that the GST reforms will help the
state government achieve one family
— one entrepreneur goal.According to
Naidu, the MSME sector will get a
major boost. The *‘double engine
sarkar’ will achieve ‘double engine
growth’ with the GST reforms, he
added. Further, he underscored that
the GST 2.0 reforms will strengthen
the ‘Make in India’ programme and
pave the way for the promotion of
domestic production.He said the
reforms will promote Indian brands in
global markets and enable a self-
reliant economy. The chief minister
appealed to people to purchase Indian
products and thereby become part-
ners in Indian economic growth.He
expressed hope that India will emerge
as the number one economy by 2047
and Andhra Pradesh as the number
one state in the country.Conveying
Dasara and Diwali greetings to peo-
ple, Naidu appealed to people to cele-
brate the festivals in a big way with
the reduced prices and people-friend-

ong drive to highlight GST 2.0 benefits

ly GST reforms.Later, the CM gave a
presentation to the House on the state
of agriculture in the southern state,
noting that Andhra Pradesh is a pri-
mary sector-driven economy where
62 per cent of the population depends
on agriculture and the allied
sector.With agriculture and allied
activities contributing around 35 per
cent to the state’s economy, Naidu
said it is double that of the national
average of 18 per cent.Likewise, he
highlighted that the service sector
accounts for only 41 per cent of
Andhra Pradesh’s economy, whereas
this metric stands at 55 per cent at the
national level. The CM said animal
husbandry sector contributed over Rs
1.95 lakh crore to the state’s GSDP,
followed by horticulture (Rs 1.7 lakh
crore), fish and aquaculture (Rs 1.53
lakh crore), agriculture (Rs 65,765
crore) and forestry (Rs 10,126
crore).Despite occupying a mammoth
52 lakh hectares of land, Naidu said
agriculture was contributing only Rs
65,765 crore, compared to horticul-
ture occupying only 185 lakh
hectares to contribute Rs 1.77 lakh
crore and fish and aquaculture using
only 2.3 lakh hectares of land to gen-
erate. Rs 1.53 lakh crore
GSDP.Underscoring that the higher
the service sector more beneficial to a
state monetarily, the CM drove home
the message that all economies grad-
uate from agriculture to industry and
then ultimately to the service sector.
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President Donald Trump broke from his prepared
remarks at the United Nations on Tuesday to bemoan
an inoperable escalator and a defective teleprompter,
using the incidents to portray the global body as dys-
functional. “All | got from the United Nations was an
escalator that on the way up stopped right in the mid-
dle,” he mused, chopping the air with his hand. But it
turns out the cause was closer to Trump.Stephane
Dujarric, a spokesperson for the secretary-general,
said a videographer from the US delegation who ran
ahead of him triggered the stop mechanism at the top
of the escalator.“The safety mechanism is designed
to prevent people or objects accidentally being
caught and stuck in or pulled into the gearing,”
Dujarric said in a statement. “The videographer may
have inadvertently triggered the safety function.”As
he began his speech, Trump also noted that the
teleprompter wasn't working. He joked that whoever
was running the teleprompter “is in big trouble.” A
UN official speaking on condition of anonymity
because of the sensitivity of the issue contributed that
one to his side as well, saying the White House was
operating the teleprompter for the president. Regard
less of the cause, it's not unusual for escalators at the
UN to stop working, as staff and visitors know quite
well. In recent months, UN offices in New York and
Geneva have intermittently turned off elevators and
escalators as part of steps to save money because of
a “liquidity crisis” at the world body. That's due in
part to delays in funding from the United States,
which is the top donor of the world body.

11t Netionl Film Awaros: R Muker) Hels
3ne Rkt Kl vt el Fas Call 1t Pure Joy

At the 71st National Film Awards ceremony in Delhi,
superstar Shah Rukh Khan faced a little trouble with his
medal, and his friend and fellow awardee, Rani Mukerji,
came to his rescue. A video capturing the moment has gone
viral, delighting fans with the genuine camaraderie
between the two stars. In the clip, Rani helps Shah Rukh
detangle his medal and gently places it around his neck,
even turning on her selfie camera to show him how it
looks. The interaction, full of smiles and laughter, has been
described by fans as pure joy wrapped in nostalgia.Shah
Rukh and Rani both won their first National Awards this
year. The ceremony also featured several off-stage candid
moments that showcased the warmth and bond between the
actors. Sitting alongside actor Vikrant Massey, the three
admired their medals, with Shah Rukh needing a little help
to get his right. Rani's gesture highlighted not just friend-
ship but the innocence and happiness that come with
receiving such a prestigious award, regardless of age.Fans
on social media were quick to react to the adorable
moment. Many noted that the interaction showed a child-
like excitement, with one commenting, "They are acting
like kids. A medal at any age feels different.” Another
wrote, "However famous or rich you become, a medal can
turn you into a child.” The heartfelt moment resonated with
audiences, with users praising the genuine friendship and
joy shared by the actors.At the 71st National Film Awards,
Shah Rukh Khan was honored with the Best Actor award
for his performance in Atlee's Jawan, while Rani Mukerji
won Best Actress for Ashima Chibber's Mrs Chatterjee vs
Norway. Vikrant Massey shared the Best Actor award for
his role in 12th Fail. Legendary actor Mohanlal received
the Dadasaheb Phalke Award for his lifelong contribution
to Indian cinema, having acted across Malayalam, other
South Indian languages, and Hindi films since his debut in
1980.
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Pakistan Should Focus On Restoring Economy

[t Done With Bombing Own People: India

India on Wednesday slammed
Pakistan at the United Nations
Human Rights Council (UNHRC)
for "bombing their own people" in
Khyber Pakhtun khwa.Indian
diplomat Kshitij Tyagi criticised
Pakistan for its actions, including
exporting terrorism. He stated, "A
delegation that epitomises the
antithesis of this approach contin-
ues to abuse this forum with base-
less and provocative statements
against India."Tyagi's remarks fol-
lowed a tragic incident in
Pakistan's Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
province. A Pakistani Air Force
strike in Matre Dara village result-
ed in the deaths of at least 30 civil-
ians, including women and chil-
dren. Eyewitnesses described
scenes of devastation, with burned
vehicles, collapsed buildings, and
bodies being retrieved from the
rubble.India emphasised that the
UNHRC's mandate should remain
"universal, objective, and non-
selective." The country cautioned
against mandates targeting specific
nations, arguing they create "per-
ceptions of bias and selectivity."

Tyagi highlighted that ey
focusing on a few
countries' human
rights issues diverts
attention from global
challenges.The Indian
diplomat urged the
Council to promote  §
unity and constructive g
engagement rather '
than division. He stat-
ed, "Our collective
efforts should foster
unity and constructive =
engagement, not division.” Tyagi
also expressed concern over the
proliferation of country-specific
mandates within the Council.Tyagi
stressed the importance of dialogue
and cooperation for lasting
progress. He said, "We firmly
believe that lasting progress can
only be achieved through dialogue,
cooperation, and capacity-building-
always with the consent of the
State concerned." This approach
aims to build consensus without
politicisation.In his speech, Tyagi
urged the UNHRC to focus on
shared global challenges rather

than narrow national interests. He

emphasised that addressing these
issues requires a forward-looking
approach free from political bias.
The diplomat called for channeling
efforts into consensus-building dur-
ing times of multiple global
crises.The session highlighted
India's concerns about Pakistan's
actions both domestically and inter-
nationally. Tyagi's statements
underscored India's call for a bal-
anced approach at the UNHRC
while criticising Pakistan's human
rights violations and territorial
ambitions.

mo Blames [ncia For Russia-Ukraine war

United States president to Donald
Trump has pushed the blame on India
and China for funding the war between
Ukraine and Russia. Trump stated that

1
A single joke can turn a serious
room upside down, and that’s exact-
ly what happened at the Andhra
Pradesh Legislative Assembly on
Tuesday. Hindupur MLA and actor
Nandamuri Balakrishna brought
laughter to the TDLP office with his
quick wit, making a normal break
session unforgettable. The room,
usually filled with official talks,
echoed with laughter as everyone
enjoyed his humor.During the
break, Balakrishna mingled with
ministers and MLAs. Many wanted
selfies with him, and when MLC
Kavali Greeshma, entering the
Legislative Council for the first time,
said, “Bless me, uncle,” Balakrishna
replied instantly, “No uncle... Only
Balayya!” The comment had everyone
laughing, and the moment quickly

India and China are
purchasing green ener-
gy from Russia, which
IS being channeled to
fund the war with
Russia.Trump  said
China and India are
the primary funders of
the ongoing war by
continuing to purchase
Russian oil. But inex-
cusably, even NATO
countries have not cut
off much Russian
energy and Russian
energy  products.As
you know, | found out about two
weeks ago, and | wasn't happy. They're
funding the war against themselves.
Who the hell ever heard of that one? In

i

became the highlight of the day.The
discussion then moved to movies.
Balakrishna was asked about his
upcoming film Akhanda-2. He shared
that his younger brother Pawan
Kalyan’s film will release on
September 25 and wished it success.

the event that Russia is not ready to
make a deal to end the war, then the
United States is fully prepared to
impose a very strong round of power-
ful tariffs, which would stop the blood-
shed, | believe, very quickly, Trump
stated last night.For those tariffs to be
effective, European nations, all of you
are gathered here right now, would
have to join us in adopting the exact
same measures, he concluded .After
having publicly stated that India is
funding the war between Russia and
Ukraine, Trump had earlier imposed
50% tariff on India for this very rea-
son.It was added that more tariffs
could be added in the near future if the
countries do not stop purchasing green
energy from Russia and subsequently

fund more of their wars.
|

He also confirmed that
Akhanda-2, directed by
Boyapati, is set to release on
December 5 as a Pan India
film, creating excitement
among fans and party mem-
bers alike.Ministers also sug-
gested that Balakrishna
become the brand ambassa-
dor for Araku Coffee. He
responded positively, and
party sources said an official
announcement could come
soon. With his humor, film
updates, and friendly interac-
tion, Balakrishna once again became
the center of attention at the TDLP
office. His presence turned a routine
session into a lively, cheerful gather-
ing, showing how his charm and wit
can light up any room.
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