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The Election Commission 15 set to
announce the date for the nationwide
rollout of the Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of voter rolls. This initiative will
initially cover around ten states, includ-
ing West Bengal and Tamil Nadu, which
are gearing up for elections. Other
regions like Assam, Kerala, and
Puducherry will also be part of this first
phase.Recently, a meeting was held in
Delhi with Chief Electoral Officers from
all states and Union Territories. The
focus was on refining the process based
on experiences from Bihar. "In Bihar, the
SIR process took nearly four months
from June 24 to September 30. However,
the Commission is now planning to
shorten this time frame," an official dis-
closed anonymously.The decision to
implement SIR follows significant back-
lash from opposition parties regarding its
execution in Bihar. Allegations arose that
the process targeted disenfranchisement
of poor and minority communities who
might support opposition parties. The
matter escalated to the Supreme Court,
which mandated Aadhaar as an accept-
able identity document.The Supreme
Court overruled concerns about potential
forgery by emphasizing "en masse inclu-
sion" rather than exclusion. This direc-
tive came after around 66,000 names
were removed from Bihar's voter list due
to reasons like deaths and duplication.
The poll body claimed these actions
were necessary for accuracy.Rahul
Gandhi of Congress accused the Election
Commission of colluding with BJP to
secure a large mandate for the ruling
party. He presented data suggesting
manipulation in several areas. The oppo-
sition viewed SIR as a tool for mass dis-
enfranchisement.To expedite verifica-
tion, states and Union Territories have
been instructed to pre-match previous
and current electoral rolls. This step aims
to reduce delays in voter verification
processes. The Commission's efforts are
geared towards ensuring a more efficient
and transparent revision process across
India.The upcoming announcement
marks a significant step in addressing
criticisms while enhancing electoral
transparency. By incorporating feedback
and legal directives, the Election
Commission aims to improve voter roll
accuracy nationwide.
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A low-pressure system over the
southeast Bay of Bengal has intensi-
fied into a well-marked weather dis-
turbance, now on track to develop
into Cyclone Montha. Meteorological
authorities expect the system to esca-
late into a severe cyclonic storm, with
landfall projected near Kakinada on
the Andhra Pradesh coast by the
evening of October 28. The impend-
ing cyclone has prompted widespread
alerts across Odisha and Andhra
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Cyclone Montna: AP, Octsha Schaols

casts warning of
heavy rainfall, strong
winds, and potential
landslides in several
¥ districts. In anticipa-
tion of the storm's

= impact, local admin-
istrations have begun
evacuating vulnera-
ble communities,
including residents of
Hope Island in
Kakinada, to safer
: locations.To ensure
. W public safety, espe-
C|aIIy that of schoolchildren, authori-
ties in both states have ordered the
closure of educational institutions
across multiple districts.In Andhra
Pradesh, schools in Kakinada will
remain shut from October 27 to 31,
while West Godavari, Eluru, East
Godavari, Annamayya, Kadapa,
NTR, Bapatla, Krishna, and Guntur
districts have announced closures
ranging from October 27 to 29.
Konaseema district will determine

ﬁm@é eadaeso

6 1 States
race For Lanafall: Beach Activities Suspende

Pradesh, with fore-

closures based on rainfall intensity. In
Odisha, Gajapati district has suspend-
ed all school, college, and anganwadi
operations until October 30.Tamil
Nadu Weather: Cyclone Montha To
Bring Heavy Rains to Chennai,
Orange Alert Issued For 4
DistsOdisha's Revenue and Disaster
Management Minister Suresh Pujari
held a high-level review meeting on
Sunday to assess the state's prepared-
ness. Eight southern districts-
Malkangiri, Koraput, Rayagada,
Ganjam, Gajapati, Kandhamal,
Kalahandi, and Nabarangpur-have
been designated as Red Zones due to
their vulnerability. However, all 30
districts have been instructed to
remain on alert in case the cyclone
shifts course.Meanwhile, the Andhra
Pradesh government has activated its
pre-cyclone relief roadmap, ensuring
essential supplies and emergency
services are in place. As the deep
depression continues to strengthen,
authorities are urging residents to fol-
low official advisories and take nec-
essary precautions.

“India Portrayed in Bad Light™ SC Pulls
Up States for Ignoring Stray Dog Order

The Supreme Court on Monday
expressed strong displeasure at
several state governments for
failing to submit affidavits con-
firming compliance with its
August directive to capture, ster-
ilise, and release stray dogs
nationwide. The bench noted that
despite ample time being grant-
ed, no satisfactory response had
been received. An irked bench
observed that numerous incidents
of stray dog attacks had been
reported since the August order.
Recent cases include a child
being mauled in  Pune,
Mabharashtra, and another girl
attacked by a pack of nearly 20 dogs
in the state's Bhandara district.In
Kerala, a man performing a street
play on stray dog awareness in
Kannur district was bitten, while sim-
ilar attacks were recorded in
Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh, and
Warangal, Telangana, within the past
two days."Yet no reply (has come)
from state governments. Your country
Is being portrayed in a bad light inter-
nationally!" the court said sharply.
"Two months granted... yet no
response!™ the bench remarked,
demanding immediate explanations
from all states and union
territories.The bench, led by Justices
Vikram Nath, Sandeep Mehta, and
NV Anjaria, instructed all chief secre-
taries to appear personally before the
court. "Don't you read newspapers?
The order passed on August 22 was
widely reported... all chief secretaries
from all states to remain personally

present in court and explain delay,"
the judges directed.The court noted
that only West Bengal, Telangana, and
the Municipal Corporation of Delhi

(MCD) had submitted replies.
However, these were not yet on
record as they were filed during the
Diwali holidays. Taking note of this,
the bench further questioned why the
Delhi government had not filed an
affidavit. "MCD has filed a reply, but
the Delhi government has not?" the
court observed, expressing disap-
pointment.Among the states,
Rajasthan has begun implementing
the court's directives. The Department
of Autonomous Governance has
ordered all municipal bodies, coun-
cils, and local authorities to comply
strictly. Feeding points are being
identified in each ward, and urban
bodies are coordinating with resident
and animal welfare associations.
Stray dogs are to be treated, sterilised,
tagged, and released in the same

localities.In Noida, officials
have initiated a comprehen-
sive survey to map and mon-
itor the stray dog population.
The drive aims to enhance
sterilisation, vaccination, and
management efforts.
Resident welfare associa-
tions, apartment groups, and
NGOs have been asked to
submit detailed reports with
photographs of sterilised,
unsterilised, aggressive, and
rabies-suspect
dogs.Similarly, the Greater
Chennai Corporation (GCC)
intensified its efforts in
September, vaccinating over 46,000
dogs against rabies by mid-month.
The civic body also microchipped
more than 12,000 dogs and geo-
mapped them for better tracking of
sterilisation and vaccination
records.The Supreme Court's August
22 order modified its earlier ruling
from August 11. It clarified that stray
dogs should be released only after
sterilisation and vaccination, and only
into the same areas from where they
were picked up. Exceptions were
made for rabid or overly aggressive
dogs.The court directed that the
Animal Birth Control (ABC) Rules be
followed, ensuring humane popula-
tion control. The earlier directive to
capture all stray dogs in Delhi-NCR
had faced opposition from animal
rights activists, prompting the court to
review and revise its stance to balance
safety concerns with animal welfare
principles.
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As India hosts the ICC Women's Cricket World Cup 2025,
a disturbing crime in Indore has shaken the sporting spirit.
Two Australian women cricketers were allegedly molested
by a biker near their hotel in full public view.The shocking
incident has raised concerns over women's safety and ques-
tioned Madhya Pradesh's security preparedness. The matter
further escalated after a controversial statement by state
cabinet minister Kailash Vijayvargiya, which drew criticism
from political leaders and activists alike.Police identified
the accused as Ageel alias Naitra, a 29-year-old habitual
offender from Khajrana. He was arrested within hours after
the complaint was filed. Authorities confirmed that the
investigation is ongoing to ensure justice for the
victims.The case has caused outrage among the global
cricket community, especially since it occurred during a
prestigious international event featuring top women athletes
from around the world. The incident has overshadowed the
excitement of the ongoing World Cup.Instead of focusing
entirely on the police failure, Minister Kailash
Vijayvargiya's remarks have triggered strong reactions. He
suggested that the players should take the incident as a
reminder to be more cautious while traveling."Whenever
any player goes anywhere, even when we go out, we always
inform at least one local person. I think this will remind the
players that in the future, if we leave our venue, we should
inform our security or local administration before leaving,
as there is a huge craze for cricket players. Cricket is a sport
like football in England. | have seen football players'
clothes being torn. We were staying at the hotel and having
coffee. So many young men came over. Someone was ask-
ing for autographs from a famous player. A girl kissed him,
and his clothes got torn. He was a very famous football
player."Vijayvargiya added, "Sometimes, players don't
realise their popularity. Players are very popular, so they
should be careful. This incident has happened,; it's a lesson
for everyone. It's a lesson for us and for the players as
well."Speaking to the media later, the minister said, "They
didn't inform anyone, they didn't tell anyone. But they will
learn a lesson from this incident and stay cautious in the
future."The minister's statement has been condemned by
several political figures and women's rights activists. Critics
accused him of shifting the blame onto the victims instead
of addressing the failure in providing adequate safety meas-
ures.Senior Congress leader and former Union Minister
Arun Yadav called the comments "disgusting and regres-
sive." He said, "This incident exposes the state's failure to
protect its guests. Kailash ji's remark reflects a disturbing
mindset; instead of ensuring women's safety, the minister is
blaming the victims."Yadav further added, "The Chief
Minister himself heads the Home Ministry, and yet such
incidents occur under his watch. This shows negligence and
lack of accountability in the system." His response received
strong support from party members and social media
users.The controversy has also divided opinions within the
cricket fraternity. Former Madhya Pradesh Cricket
Association (MPCA) president Sanjay Jagdale said, "Look,
it's not possible for everyone to have security at all times. If
a player goes somewhere without informing anyone, how
will anyone know? If such an incident occurs, no one can be
held responsible. In such a situation, players also need to be
vigilant."Kailash Vijayvargiya has previously drawn criti-
cism for his remarks about women and morality. Earlier this
year, he made controversial comments about Rahul and
Priyanka Gandhi during a public gathering."We are people
of an old culture. In our sisters' village, Jirapur, we don't
even drink water. My father used to bring a pot of water
from home. Our opposition leaders today are such that they
kiss their young sisters in the middle of the crossroads. I
want to ask you who among you kisses your young sisters
or daughters in public? This is a lack of values. These are
foreign values; these came about from being brought up
abroad."During another event in Indore, Vijayvargiya stat-
ed, "I don't like girls who wear skimpy clothes. In the West,
a woman wearing fewer clothes is considered beautiful. |
don't agree with that. In India, we consider a girl beautiful
when she dresses well, wears jewellery, and adorns herself
gracefully."He also mentioned, "Sometimes girls come to
take selfies with me. | tell them, 'Beta, come in proper
clothes next time, then we'll take a photo.™ His comments
again faced widespread criticism from women's groups and
netizens.In 2022, during Hanuman Jayanti celebrations, he
remarked, "I won't lie on Hanuman Jayanti, but girls these
days wear such filthy clothes. We call women goddesses,
but they don't appear that way. They look like Shurpanakha.
God has given you a beautiful body; at least wear decent
clothes. Teach your children values."Public Outrage and
Political FalloutVijayvargiya's latest comment has reignited
the debate about women's safety and the accountability of
public officials. Several organizations have demanded an
apology and urged the government to take strict action
against offenders.The incident has not only embarrassed the
state during an international tournament but also drawn
global attention to India's ongoing struggle with women's
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SC Allows Centre To Examine Vodafone
dea’s Plea Against DoT’s AGR Deman(

The Supreme Court on Monday per-
mitted the Centre to consider tele-
com major Vodafone Idea Ltd’s plea
seeking quashing of the Department
of Telecommunication's additional
adjusted gross revenue (AGR)
demands for the period up to
2016-17, observing the issue falls
within the policy domain of the gov-
ernment. A bench comprising Chief
Justice B R Gavai and Justice K
Vinod Chandran passed the order
while hearing a writ petition filed by
Vodafone Idea challenging fresh
AGR-related demands raised by the
Department of Telecommunication
(DoT). The company contended that
these additional claims were unsus-
tainable as the liabilities had already
been crystallised by the apex court’s
2019 judgment on AGR dues.During
the hearing, Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the Centre,
informed the court that the govern-
ment now holds 49 per cent equity in
Vodafone Idea and that around 20
crore consumers depend on its serv-
ices. He submitted that given these
circumstances, the Centre was will-
ing to examine the issues raised by
the company to ensure consumer

interests are safeguarded. The
bench noted the petition has
been filed seeking the quash-
ing of additional AGR
demands for 2016-17 and fur-
ther directions to comprehen-

sively reassess all dues.“The
solicitor general on instruc- ™%
tions states that taking into s
consideration, the change in
circumstances that is the
Centre acquiring 49 percent
equity and 20 crore customers
utilising the service of the
petitioner, the Union is willing to
examine the issues raised by the peti-
tioner (company),” the bench
said.“Taking into the consideration
the status of the case now, the gov-
ernment has infused substantial
equity into the company and that it
will have direct bearing on 20 crores
customers, we see no issue in the
Union reconsidering the issue and
taking appropriate steps,” the CJI
said in the order.The bench clarified
that the issue fell under the policy
domain of the Union and said,
“There is no reason as to why that
Union should be prevented from
doing, with that view of the matter,

- (S

we dispose of the writ petition.”
Senior advocate Mukul Rohatgi,
appearing for Vodafone ldea, argued
that the DoT’s additional demand of
Rs 5,606 crore for FY 2016-17 was
unsustainable since the dues had
already been determined following
the  Supreme Court’s 2019
verdict.The AGR represents the
income figure used to calculate the
licence fees and spectrum usage
charges payable by telecom opera-
tors to the government. The dispute
over AGR, particularly its inclusion
of non-telecom income, led to mas-
sive liabilities on telecom operators,
with Vodafone Idea and Bharti Airtel
being among the hardest hit.

Who 15 Justice Surya Kant, the Supreme
Court Judge Recommended as Next CJI?

Justice Surya Kant is set to take
over as the next Chief Justice of
India (CJI) following Chief
Justice Bhushan R. Gavai's rec-
ommendation naming him as his
successor. Once the central gov-
ernment issues the formal notifi-
cation, Justice Kant is expected
to assume office on November 24
and continue till February 9,
2027.Chief Justice Gavai, while
forwarding his recommendation,
praised Justice Kant as "suited
and competent in all aspects to

take the helm,"” and noted that r* e % 3.-‘-‘
k. T A

both shared a similar journey of

perseverance and struggle. "Like me,
Justice Kant also belongs to the class
in society that has seen struggles at
every stage in life, which makes me
confident that he would be best suit-
ed to understand the pain and suffer-
ings of those who need the judiciary
to protect their rights,” Gavai told
Hindustan Times.Born on February
10, 1962, in Hisar, Haryana, Justice
Surya Kant's story is one of dedica-
tion, hard work, and humility. He
completed his graduation from
Government Post Graduate College,
Hisar, and earned his law degree
from Mabharishi Dayanand
University, Rohtak, in 1984 .Justice
Kant began his legal practice at the
Hisar District Court and soon moved
to the Punjab and Haryana High
Court in 1985. His expertise in con-
stitutional, service, and civil law

o v
quickly established his reputation.
Over the years, he represented
numerous prominent public institu-
tions, including universities, banks,
and state boards.At just 38 years old,
he was appointed as the Advocate
General of Haryana in 2000, becom-
ing one of the youngest to hold the
post. His performance earned him
the title of Senior Advocate the fol-
lowing year, highlighting his rising
stature in the legal fraternity. Justice
Surya Kant was elevated as a Judge
of the Punjab and Haryana High
Court in January 2004. For over 14
years, he was known for his dili-
gence, clarity of thought, and judg-
ments that blended constitutional
principles with a sense of social jus-
tice.In October 2018, he became the
Chief Justice of the Himachal
Pradesh High Court, a position he

held until his elevation to the
Supreme Court of India in
May 2019.At the Supreme
Court, Justice Kant has been
part of several Constitution
Benches and contributed to
key rulings, including the
2023 judgment upholding the
abrogation of Article 370.
Over his tenure, he has partic-
ipated in more than 1,000
judgments covering diverse
Issues in constitutional, human
rights, and administrative

-+ law.Beyond the bench, Justice

Kant has played a crucial role
in improving access to justice. Since
November 2024, he has been serving
as the Chairman of the Supreme
Court Legal Services Committee and
the Visitor of the National University
of Study and Research in Law,
Ranchi.He has also been a two-term
member of the National Legal
Services Authority (NALSA) and
maintains a long-standing associa-
tion with the Indian Law Institute,
contributing to legal education and
reform.When Justice Surya Kant
takes oath as the Chief Justice of
India, he will make history as the
first person from Haryana to lead the
nation's judiciary. His elevation will
also continue the seniority-based
succession system followed under
the Memorandum of Procedure
(MoP) that guides judicial appoint-
ments.
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