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The opposmon rules ‘states like West Bengal,
Tamil Nadu, and Kerala have strongly objected
to the Election Commission's (EC) announce-
ment of a Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls in their states, which are all slated
for elections next year.The DMK-led govern-
ment in Tamil Nadu was the first to react, brand-
ing the move as a "conspiracy" to erode voting
rights and swiftly convening an all-party meet-
ing for November 2 to strategize. The DMK
alliance, joined by other opposition groups,
accused the central government of attempting to
"discredit and dismantle democracy."They
argued that conducting such a massive exercise
during the North-East monsoon season
(November-December) would be impractical
and rushed, especially with the Assembly polls
approaching in April. The parties also cited alle-
gations that a similar SIR exercise in Bihar had
unfairly "targeted Muslims, Scheduled Castes,
and women," vowing to jointly resist any such
attempt in Tamil Nadu.The ruling TMC in West
Bengal and the CPI(M) government in Kerala
echoed this criticism. Senior TMC leader Derek
O'Brien called the Bihar exercise a "dress
rehearsal,”" claiming West Bengal was the "main
target" and asserting that the people would soon
silence the "extremely compromised"
EC.CPI(M) General Secretary M. A. Baby
labelled the EC's decision "arbitrary" and "uni-
lateral,” highlighting the EC's contempt for dem-
ocratic norms by proceeding despite the
Supreme Court hearing challenges to the Bihar
SIR. He noted that the Kerala Assembly had
unanimously opposed such a revision so close to
both local and state elections, concluding that
the EC's lack of transparency validates suspi-
cions that it is acting at the "behest of the ruling
party" to manipulate voter lists.eanwhile, Chief
Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar
announced that the second phase of the SIR
would cover 12 states and Union Territories
including Tamil Nadu, Kerala, and West Bengal.
He clarified that the revision, the ninth since
Independence, aims to ensure that "no eligible
elector is left out and no ineligible elector is
included."The second phase is set to cover 51
crore voters, with the enumeration starting on
November 4, draft rolls released on December 9,
and the final rolls published on February 7.
Kumar also pointed out that the first phase in
Bihar was completed with "zero appeals," where
the final list of 7.42 crore voters was published
on September 30.
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The Origin and Political We|ght
Jungle Ry’ in Binar Politics

As Blhar gears up for the 2025
Assembly elections, the phrase

'lungle raj’ has once again
become central to the political
narrative.  Prime  Minister
Narendra Modi and Home
Minister Amit Shah have
invoked it repeatedly in their
campaign speeches, using it to
criticise the 15-year rule of Lalu
Prasad Yadav and Rabri Devi.At
a recent rally in Samastipur, PM
Modi declared, "Phir ek baar,
NDA sarkar; phir ek baar
sushasan sarkar; jungle raj
waalon ko door rakhega Bihar,"
framing the election as a choice
between good governance and a
return to disorder. The term 'jun-
gle raj’ was first used by the
Patna High Court in August
1997. During a hearing on civic

Issues, Justices V.P.
Singh and Dhara
mpal Sinha
remarked that
Patna's post-mon-
soon drainage and
sanitation failures
made the city appe
S ar "worse than jun-

. W gle raj."The phrase
o quickly caught on
in public and politi-
cal discourse as a critique of
administrative breakdown and
rising crime during Lalu Prasad's
tenure as Chief Minister.Ahead
of the 2000 Assembly elections,
Lalu Prasad turned the 'jungle
raj’ accusation on its head. He
argued that his opponents used
the term because his government
empowered lower castes and the
poor.In his speeches, Lalu
framed the criticism as an attack
on social justice, suggesting that
elites and upper castes were
uncomfortable with power shift-
ing to historically marginalised
groups. This counter-narrative
resonated with many voters,
helping the RJD remain politi-
cally strong.Journalist Sankar
shan Thakur, in his book The

Brothers Bihari, notes that Lalu's
messaging transformed ‘jungle
raj’ into a symbol of empower-
ment rather than failure for a
section of society.Despite its
roots in the 1990s, 'jungle raj'
remains a powerful political
weapon. The period is still asso-
ciated with high crime rates, kid-
nappings for ransom, and caste-
based violence. Critics say it
reflected weak law enforcement,
while supporters view it as a
time of social change and caste
assertion.Tejashwi Yadav, who
now leads the RJD, continues to
face questions about this legacy.
He was only 16 when the RJD
lost power in 2005, but political
opponents often warn that an
RJD comeback would mean a
"return to jungle raj."The phrase
'jungle raj'-popularised by BJP
leader Sushil Kumar Modi-has
evolved from a judicial remark
into a rhetorical tool that defines
Bihar's political fault lines.As
the 2025 elections approach, the
debate around the term once
again captures the state's com-
plex intersection of governance,
caste politics, and public percep-
tion.

Delhi Weather Report: IMD Predicts Rain On
Tuesday:; Air Quality Remains "Very Poor

The air quality in Delhi
remained poor on Monday,
with a thick haze covering the
city and reducing visibility. The
Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) reported that the
24-hour average Air Quality
Index (AQI) was 301 by 4 pm,
indicating 'very poor' condi-
tions. According to the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD), Delhi experienced a
maximum temperature of 29.5
degrees Celsius, which is
slightly above normal. The
minimum temperature was
recorded at 17.3 degrees
Celsius. Humidity levels varied
between 94% and 58% throughout
the day.Anand Vihar was identified
as the most polluted area with an AQI
of 395, followed by Wazirpur at 385.
By 6 pm, data from the CPCB's
Sameer app showed that 22 out of 38
monitoring stations in Delhi recorded
‘'very poor' air quality levels.
However, no station reported pollu-
tion levels as 'severe'.The Indian
Institute of Tropical Meteorology's
Decision Support System for Air
Quality Management highlighted

various pollution sources. Transport
contributed to 13.7% of Delhi's pol-
lution, while nearby NCR regions
like Ghaziabad added 10.6%, Meerut

contributed 4.8%, and local emis-
sions accounted for 3.6%. Other
sources made up nearly 20% of the
pollution. The IMD has forecast part-
ly cloudy skies for Tuesday with mist
or haze expected in the morning and
a chance of very light rain or drizzle
in some areas. Temperatures are pre-
dicted to be around a maximum of 29

degrees Celsius and a mini-
mum of 18  degrees
Celsius.Health experts have
advised residents to reduce
outdoor activities during peak
pollution times, particularly
early morning and late
evening. Dr Hinal Shah from
Agilus Diagnostics stated,
"Winter air becomes denser,
trapping pollutants that irritate
the respiratory tract and wors-
en conditions like asthma and
allergies.” He suggested using
N95 masks and HEPA air puri-
fiers to mitigate health
risks.Satellite data  from
October 26 revealed stubble-
burning incidents contributing to pol-
lution levels: Punjab had 122 cases,
Haryana had eight, and Uttar Pradesh
reported 186 incidents.The ongoing
air quality issues highlight the need
for effective measures to combat pol-
lution in Delhi and surrounding
areas. With various factors contribut-
ing to the city's deteriorating air qual-
ity, addressing these challenges
remains crucial for improving public
health and environmental conditions.



Tamil superstar Thalapathy Vijay has
been facing a lot of public backlash
after the horrifying Karur stampede. As
many as 41 people lost their lives in this
incident and there has been a lot of neg-
ative comb complaining that has been
running against Vijay on the ground in
Tamil Nadu.Now the situation is getting
that much more deescalated as Vijay
himself has gotten into action and clear-
ing the abnormalities.The latest updates

20paB0 29 - 10 - 2025

V\jay Meets Karur Victims To Apolog

the family members of the victims at a
private resort in Mahabalipuram today
and spend some time with them. He
took the occasion to apologise to the
family members who had lost their
loved ones in the Karur incident.Vijay
and his party had already transferred a
financial compensation of ?20 Lakh per
family to each of the victims. Today, he
again communicated that he would be
donating a sum of ?5000 per month,
each of the victims starting from now
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on.Apparently, Vijay took the occasion
to apologise to the family members and
expressed his deepest sympathies with
the victims. On top of that, Vijay report-
edly handed over financial compensa-
tion money to the injured victims as
well today.lIt is evident that Vijay has
taken this incident very close to his
heart, and he wishes to stand with the
family members of the victims through
thick and thin, considering the gravity
of the situation.

are suggesting that Vijay has met with
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In a major development in one of Japan's most shock-
ing crimes, the man accused of assassinating former
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe has pleaded guilty. Three
years after the tragic shooting that stunned the world,
45-year-old Tetsuya Yamagami confessed to killing
Japan's longest-serving leader during a campaign
event in 2022.Appearing before a Japanese court on
Tuesday, Yamagami admitted to the charges of mur-
der and violation of arms control laws. During the
proceedings, he calmly stated, "Everything is true,"
confirming his role in the assassination.The former
prime minister was fatally shot on July 8, 2022, while
delivering a campaign speech in Nara, a city in west-
ern Japan. The attack, which occurred in broad day-
light, left the nation in disbelief and prompted a
reevaluation of political security in one of the world's
safest countries.Abe was speaking near a train station
when Yamagami, standing behind him, fired two
shots using a homemade firearm. The second shot
struck Abe, causing fatal injuries. Despite being air-
lifted to a hospital, the 67-year-old former leader was
pronounced dead shortly after.Yamagami was imme-
diately subdued by security officers at the scene and
taken into custody. Authorities later discovered sever-
al improvised weapons at his residence, raising con-
cerns over lax gun laws and the spread of online
instructions for building firearms.Investigators
revealed that Yamagami's motive stemmed from a
grudge against the Unification Church, a religious
organization he accused of causing his family's finan-
cial ruin. He believed Abe was associated with the
group because of the former leader's past public sup-
port for it.Yamagami reportedly told police that his
mother's large donations to the church had driven his
family into bankruptcy, fueling resentment that ulti-
mately led to his violent act. His trial has reignited
debates in Japan about the influence of religious
groups and the emotional toll of financial exploita-
tion.The guilty plea marks a pivotal moment in a case
that has haunted Japan since 2022. Abe's death not
only ended the life of a major political figure but also
reshaped public discussions about national security,
political transparency, and the regulation of religious
organizations.As the trial continues, the nation
watches closely, hoping for closure in a tragedy that
altered the course of modern Japanese politics.

Beare AP: Cyclone Month

Andhra Pradesh is preparing for
impact of the impending Montha
Cyclone, which is threatening to
be one of the worst natural disas-
ters in recent times. The govern-
ment of Andhra Pradesh under
the leadership of Chandrababu -
Naidu is actively preparing for
the same.However, it is now
being established that the
cyclone is going to be a pretty
significant one, and the people in §

the state are notified to be more A

vigilant and aware of the situa-

tion.In this context, Prime
Minister of India Narendra Modi
spoke  with  chief  minister

Chandrababu earlier and got exclu-

sive feedback on the rescue opera-I
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The amount of negative criticism on
the Hindu community in the United
States has been on a rise in the
recent past in view of the unfortu-
nate incidents that have been hap-
pening. Here we have another one
such incident that happened in
Dallas.In a shocking incident in
Irving, Texas, a group of masked
men sparked outrage after display-
ing banners with Hinduphobic mes-
sages targeting Hindu deities and
festivals.The signs carried hateful
slogans such as Reject foreign
demons, Don’t India my Texas, and
Deport H-1B scammers, while
depicting Hindu gods like Vishnu
and Ganesha as demons.The offen-
sive act was reported by the X

account Take Action Texas which
|

The Indian immigration popula-
tion in the United States is regard-
ed for their conventional low pay-
ing jobs. But here’s the story of an
immigrant who rose from rags to
riches and his inspirational jour-
ney through the same.Money
Singh, an Indian immigrant from
Punjab, moved to the United
States in 2006 at the age of 19
with humble beginnings as a cab
dispatcher earning six dollars an
hour.Determined to build a better
life, he worked tirelessly, eventu-
ally buying a few taxis and learn-
ing the nuances of the transport
business. Years later, his entrepre-
neurial drive led him to create two
successful ventures ATCS Platform
Solutions, a marketing and advertis-

tions that are happening on the
ground.Subsequently, Chandra
Babu conducted a review from the
RTGS Centre in the Secretariat. The

At

had previously posted derogatory
remarks against the Hindu com-
munity, calling Diwali a celebra-
tion of the demonic and labeling
Hindu practices as demon wor-
ship.The incident quickly drew
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Montha cyclone is currently
centred 680 km away from
Kakinada. It is approaching
the coast at a speed of 16
kmph and is expected to make
landfall tomorrow.Due to this
impact, there is a possibility
of heavy rainfall in Krishna,
Guntur, Bapatla, NTR,
Palnadu, and West Godavari
j9 districts today and tomorrow,
3 so the CM directed the offi-
cials to remain vigilant.The
larger section of the popula-
tion in the coastal region of
Andhra Pradesh are notified to be
more careful and alert to the situa-
tion as things could deteriorate
sooner than later.

o5 e

condemnation from several com- & =

munity groups and social media
users. The Coalition of Hindus of
North America strongly

denounced the act, urging author- £

ities to take immediate action ¥

against those responsible and ensure
the safety of Hindus in Texas.They
emphasized that such targeted hate
undermines religious harmony and
creates fear among minority com-
munities.This is not an isolated case,
as similar acts of discrimination and
bigotry against people of Indian ori-

I

ing firm for drivers, and Dandies
Barbershop & Beard Stylist in
California.Together, his businesses
now generate over two million dol-
lars annually. Singh’s journey was
far from easy as he faced long

gin have been reported in countries
like the United States, Canada,
Australia, and Ireland. The Texas
episode highlights the growing need
for stronger measures against hate
speech and religious intolerance to
maintain peace and respect among
diverse communities.

delays in obtaining business
permits, survived on minimal
expenses, and even went into
debt during the pandemic to
keep his ventures alive.Singh,
who continues to work 15 to 16
hours daily, believes true suc-
cess comes from resilience and
smart risk-taking. His story is
an inspiring example of how
discipline, innovation, and
unwavering focus can trans-
form small beginnings into
M multi-million-dollar  success

proving that the American
Dream is still alive for those willing
to put in the effort.From a cab driv-
er to a man who earns $2M, Singh
has scripted a historic comeback for
the ages.
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