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RJD leader Tejashwi Yadav unveiled
the INDIA bloc's election manifesto for
the Bihar Assembly polls, titled 'Bihar
Ka Tejashwi Pran'. Prior to the official
release, Yadav made a key promise dur-
ing a rally in Saran's Parsa, stating that
"toddy will be exempt from the state's
anti-liquor law in Bihar if the INDIA
bloc is voted to power."Ahead of the
Bihar  Assembly elections, the
Mahagathbandhan released its joint
manifesto on Friday, naming it 'Bihar
Ka Tejashwi Pran' (Tejashwi's Pledge
for Bihar). The document emphasizes
employment opportunities for the

youth, dignity and safety for women,
and various welfare measures aimed at

totoaedo 30 - 10 - 2025

providing relief to the common peo-
ple.The alliance declared that the mani-
festo is not just a collection of election
promises but a blueprint for rebuilding
Bihar. It pledges to create a state free
from unemployment, migration, and
corruption.During  the  manifesto
launch, several key alliance leaders
shared the stage, including RJD's
Tejashwi Yadav, Congress spokesper-
son Pawan Khera, Vikassheel Insaan
Party's Mukesh Sahani, representatives
from Left parties, and other partners of
the Mahagathbandhan.Tejashwi Yadav
emphasized the spirit behind the mani-
festo, saying, "This is not just our man-
ifesto, it is the pledge of the people of

30 THURSDAY OCTOBER 2025
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Bihar. We will make this state free
from unemployment, migration, and
corruption.”"Mahagathbandhan's
Vision for Bihar
With the release of 'Bihar Ka
Tejashwi Pran’, the
Mahagathbandhan aims to present a
vision of progress, inclusivity, and
opportunity. The alliance seeks to
position itself as a credible alterna-
tive in Bihar's political landscape,
focusing on long-term development
and social justice.Key
The Mahagathbandhan's 'Bihar Ka
Tejashwi Pran' manifesto lays out sev-

eral major policy commitments and
welfare promises aimed at transforming

Bihar's
Below are the significant takeaways
from the document:
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Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said Tuesday he
has ordered the army to immediately carry out “powerful
strikes” in Gaza, and Hamas responded by saying it would
delay handing over the body of a hostage, putting new pressure
on the tenuous US-brokered ceasefire.Associated Press
reporters and witnesses heard tank fire and saw explosions in
various parts of Gaza, including in Gaza City and Deir al-
Balah. The order for the strikes came after an Israeli official
said its forces were fired upon in southern Gaza and after
Hamas handed over body parts on Monday that Israel said were
the partial remains of a hostage recovered earlier in the
war.Netanyahu called the return of these body parts a “clear
violation” of the ceasefire agreement, which requires Hamas to
return the remaining hostages in Gaza as soon as possible.
Israel's Defence Minister Israel Katz said in a statement that
Hamas would pay a "heavy price for attacking Israeli soldiers
in Gaza and for violating the agreement on returning the
deceased hostages.”Israel notified the United States before
launching the strikes on Tuesday, according to two US officials
who spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive mat-
ters. An AP reporter in the central Gaza city of Deir al-Balah
heard tanks firing from an area controlled by the Israeli army.
And in Gaza City, two health officials reported strikes, includ-
ing near the Shifa hospital.Earlier in the day, Israeli troops were
shot at in the southern city of Rafah and returned fire, accord-
ing to an lIsraeli military official who spoke on condition of
anonymity because there hasn't been an official announcement
yet. In a statement, Hamas denied involvement in the gunfire at
Rafah and reiterated its commitment to the ceasefire.“The vio-
lent strikes carried out by Israel across the Strip is a blatant vio-
lation of the ceasefire deal,” said the group, calling on media-
tors and guarantors to immediately pressure Israel to stop its
escalations against civilians and to abide by the ceasfire deal
Vice President JD Vance expressed confidence that the cease-
fire would hold. “That's doesn't mean there aren't going to be
little skirmishes here and there,” Vance told reporters on
Capitol Hill. Fragile ceasefire holds so far despite tests The
ceasefire that began on October 10 has largely held despite at
least two previous flare-ups in violence. On October 19, Israel
said two lIsraeli soldiers were killed by Hamas fire. Israel
responded with a series of strikes that killed over 40
Palestinians, according to local health officials.And over the
weekend, Israel carried out an airstrike against what it said
were Islamic Jihad militants planning an attack, wounding sev-
eral people. There are still 13 bodies of hostages in Gaza.
Hamas said Tuesday it had recovered the body of a hostage, but
after Israel announced the plans to strike Gaza, Hamas said in
a statement it would delay the handover.

socio-economic landscape.

India-Born Man in US Wronatully Imorisone
oars for Fake Murder Savs “I'm Sl @ Detaines”

Subramanyam "Subu"
Vedam's story is one of
extraordinary endurance and
deep injustice. The India-born
Green Card holder, who
moved to the United States as
a nine-month-old infant, final-
ly walked free on October 3
after spending 43 years in a
Pennsylvania prison for a

murder he did not commit.But =

his long-awaited freedom was
short-lived. Within moments
of his release, officers from
the US Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) detained him
for deportation to India, a country
he left as a baby and has never
called home.ICE officials said
Vedam's detention was based on a
"legacy deportation order" from the
1980s, connected to a teenage drug
conviction for possessing and
intending to distribute LSD. That
order had remained inactive while
he served his life sentence for mur-
der.Even after being cleared of the
murder charge, the old drug con-
viction still stood, allowing ICE to
enforce the decades-old deportation
order. Vedam, now 64, is currently
being held at the Moshannon
Valley Processing Center in
Pennsylvania with about 60 other
detainees.Although he is able to
communicate with his family more
freely than before, the situation is
still far from the life of freedom he
imagined. Both of his parents
passed away before they could see
him released, leaving behind only
his sister and nieces who are now
fighting for his complete free-
dom.Vedam's family and legal team
are trying to prevent his deporta-
tion to India. His niece, Zoe Miller-
Vedam, told USA Today that after
spending more than 40 years in
prison, he would struggle to adapt
to life outside, and deportation to
India would make things even
harder.ICE official Jason Koontz
described Vedam as a "career crim-
inal” with a criminal record from
the 1980s. He said Vedam would
remain in custody pending deporta-
tion while ICE followed "legal and

due-process protocols."Vedam's
lawyer, Ava Benach, has filed a
motion to reopen his immigration
case and a petition to pause the
deportation while it is under
review. "Subu has lived in the US
since he was a nine-month-old
infant when he and his family
arrived as lawful permanent resi-
dents of the United States," Benach
said. "He was still a lawful perma-
nent resident, and his application
for citizenship had been accepted,
when he was arrested in 1982."The
case that took away most of
Vedam'’s life began in December
1980 when 19-year-old Thomas
Kinser disappeared in Centre
County, Pennsylvania. Nine months
later, Kinser's body was found in a
sinkhole with a gunshot wound to
his head.Vedam, then a college stu-
dent and former roommate of
Kinser, was arrested in 1982. There
was no murder weapon, no motive,
and no eyewitness linking him to
the crime. Despite this, prosecutors
charged him with first-degree mur-
der and claimed he used a .25-cal-
iber pistol that was never found.He
was convicted in 1983 and sen-
tenced to life in prison without
parole. After appeals, he was
retried and convicted again in
1988. Vedam continued to maintain
his innocence, insisting that the
case against him was built on false
evidence and assumptions.In 2022,
a major breakthrough occurred
when new documents surfaced that
had been hidden by the prosecu-
tion. A legal team led by Professor
Gopal Balachandran at Penn State's
Dickinson Law discovered an FBI

report and handwritten notes
in the Centre County District
Attorney's files. These records
showed that the bullet wound
in Kinser's skull was too small
to have been caused by a .25-
caliber bullet, directly contra-
dicting the prosecution's entire
argument. The FBI report and
other documents had never
been shared with the defense
during the trial.In October
2025, a Centre County judge
overturned Vedam's convic-
tion, stating that if the evidence
had been presented earlier, the
jury's verdict might have been dif-
ferent. On October 2, 2025, the
District Attorney's Office dismissed
all charges, acknowledging that
witnesses had died and too much
time had passed.Vedam officially
became the longest-serving wrong-
fully convicted person in
Pennsylvania's history, and one of
the longest in the United
States.During his decades in prison,
Vedam never gave up. He earned
three degrees magna cum laude,
including an MBA with a perfect
GPA, which was the first in his
prison's 150-year history. He also
started literacy and charity pro-
grams that benefited other inmates
and earned him recognition from
education and community
groups.Now, even after being
declared innocent, Vedam faces
another struggle for true freedom.
"All we want is for him to be home
with us and to be able to move for-
ward in life," his niece told USA
Today. His sister, Saraswathi
Vedam, said, "This immigration
issue is a remnant of Subu's origi-
nal case. We have asked the immi-
gration court to reopen it."\edam's
mother passed away in 2016 after
visiting him weekly for 34 years.
His father, Professor K. Vedam, a
retired physicist, passed away in
2009.For now, Subramanyam
"Subu" Vedam remains in ICE cus-
tody. He is free in one sense but
still confined in another. His haunt-
ing words reflect his lifelong strug-
gle: "I'm still a detainee."
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Alba Baptista have officially stepped into

Hollywood star Chris Evans and his wi
parenthood. The beloved Captain
America actor and the Warrior Nun star
have welcomed their first baby, as report-
ed by TMZ. The couple's little one
arrived on Saturday, marking a new chap-
ter in their relationship.According to
TMZ, Chris and Alba's first child was
born in Massachusetts, USA. However,
the couple has not yet issued any public
statement. The report added that the
baby's name and gender remain undis-
closed, as the pair continues to maintain
their trademark privacy. Representatives
for both actors were unavailable for com-
ment at the time of the report.

From Dating to a Private Wedding

Chris Evans and Alba Baptista tied the
knot on September 9, 2023, in a quiet cer-
emony held in Cape Cod. The two had
been dating for several years before mak-
ing their relationship Instagram official
just  nine  months before the
wedding.Speculation about Alba's preg-
nancy began earlier this year when a
Father's Day post sparked -curiosity
among fans. A fan account dedicated to
the couple shared a tribute to both Chris
and Alba's fathers. In response, Alba's
father, Luiz Baptista, commented, "Many
thanks dear Chris. Your turn is coming!"
Fans quickly interpreted it as a hint that
the couple was expecting their first baby
soon.Following their wedding, Evans
opened up about his desire to start a fam-
ily. In an interview with Access
Hollywood in November 2024, he shared
his excitement about the idea of father-
hood. "I hope so," the actor said when
asked about having children, adding,
"The title of dad is an exciting one."
Career Updates for Chris and Alba

In 2025, Chris Evans appeared in Honey
Don't!, Materialists, and most recently,
Sacrifice. Fans are eagerly awaiting con-
firmation of his return in Marvel's
Avengers: Doomsday, though no official
announcement has been made.Alba
Baptista, the Portuguese actor best known
for Warrior Nun, starred in Borderline
earlier this year. She will next be seen in
Mother Mary and Voltron, continuing to
build an impressive career in Hollywood.

30 THURSDAY OCTOBER 2025

*035 ?3@5)235

= ROYAL JOURNLISAM

Bangalore Business Corriaor PRR-L Row Degpens
35 Farmers Petition Governor to Serap Project

The Bengaluru Development
Authority's Bangalore Business
Corridor (Peripheral Ring Road-
1) project has once again come
under debate, with officials and
farmers taking opposite
stands.BBC SPV Chairman |.K.
Ateeq said the project will help
ease traffic congestion in North
Bengaluru and assured that
farmers giving up land will
receive fair compensation. He
said five options have been pre-
pared for landowners, which
include cash compensation,
developed residential or com-
mercial land, Transferable
Development Rights (TDR), or
Floor Area Ratio (FAR) bene-
fits.As per the Land Acquisition
and Rehabilitation Act, 2013,
compensation will be twice the
guideline value in urban areas
and three times in rural areas.
Ateeq said the alternatives like
developed plots or TDR could
be more beneficial than cash in
the long run, as land value is
likely to increase once the proj-
ect is completed. Farmers who
had requested 9,583 sq ft per
acre in a 60:40 residential-com-
mercial ratio will now receive
8,385 sq ft per acre in a 65:35
ratio as compensation.However,
many farmers and site owners
are opposing the plan. Members
of the PRR Farmers and Site

Owners
Association
have peti-
tioned
Governor
Thaawarchand
Gehlot to step
in and cancel
the project.
They allege
that the
scheme has
lost its legal
standing since
the BDA did
not issue awards or take posses-
sion of land within five years of
the original notification issued
in June 2007.Association presi-
dent Mavalipura B. Srinivas said
the BDA is still following the
old 1894 Land Acquisition Act
while other government agen-
cies like BMRCL and NHAI
have adopted the 2013 Act,
which provides better compen-
sation and safeguards. He also
pointed out that the project has
not yet received key approvals
such as a Detailed Project
Report (DPR), Social Impact
Assessment (SIA), or clearance
from the National Green
Tribunal (NGT).With farmers
rejecting the compensation
options and questioning the
legality of the process, the pro-
ject's future remains uncertain

\ Bangalore Business Corrior

even as BDA officials plan to
hold further discussions in
November.Meanwhile,
Bengaluru South MP Tejasvi
Surya said the BJP supports the
Peripheral Ring Road (PRR)
project, calling it vital for the
city's long-term mobility, but
will continue opposing the pro-
posed ?47,000-crore tunnel road.
After meeting Deputy CM D.K.
Shivakumar, Surya said, "We'll
back PRR, but the Bengaluru
tunnel road will not solve
Bengaluru's traffic problem.” He
urged the government to drop
the plan entirely and instead
focus on improving public trans-
port and expediting Metro and
suburban rail projects. Surya
called the discussion a "con-
structive bipartisan effort" to
prioritise the city over Joolitics.

Droupadi Murmu Becomes First Indian President

to Fly in Rafale fro

President Droupadi Murmu
made history as she took off
from the Ambala Air Force
Base in Haryana for a sortie in a
Rafale fighter jet. The Ambala
base holds immense signifi-
cance for India's recent defense
operations and strategic mis-

sions.Rafale jets from this base *

played a crucial role during
Operation Sindoor, launched
five months ago to avenge the
Pahalgam terror attack. The
operation showcased India's
commitment to countering
cross-border terrorism through
precision strikes carried out by
the Air Force.During the mission,
Rafale aircraft had targeted terror
camps across the border, sending
out New Delhi's firm anti-terror
message. The successful operation
also demonstrated the advanced
capabilities of India's newly induct-
ed fighter jets.This marks President
Murmu's second sortie in a fighter
jet. As the Supreme Commander of
India's Armed Forces, she earlier
flew in a Sukhoi-30 MKI jet on
April 8, 2023, from the Tezpur Air
Force Station in Assam.That his-

&

i

toric flight made her the third
Indian President and the second
woman head of state to experience
a fighter jet sortie. Her participation
reflects India's tradition of presi-
dential engagement with the Armed
Forces.Before Murmu, former
Presidents APJ Abdul Kalam and
Pratibha Patil had also flown in
Sukhoi-30 MKI jets. Their flights
took place at the Lohegaon Airbase
near Pune, continuing a legacy of
symbolic yet powerful gestures of
military solidarity.Murmu's Rafale
sortie continues this proud tradi-

m Key Operation Sindoor Base

tion, highlighting the
close connection
between the nation's top
leadership and its
defense establishment.
It underlines the impor-
tance of understanding
¢ India's air defense readi-
2./ ness firsthand.This is

.. the first time an Indian
“ ' President has flown in a
' . Rafale fighter jet, man-
ufactured by the French
aerospace company
Dassault Aviation. The
Rafales were formally
- inducted into the Indian
Air Force's fleet in 2020.They form
part of the elite 17 Squadron,
known as the Golden Arrows, sta-
tioned at the Ambala Air Force
Base. These aircraft are recognized
for their superior speed, precision,
and combat efficiency.President
Murmu's flight in the Rafale not
only symbolizes India's growing air
power but also represents a mile-
stone moment in the nation's
defense history. It showcases the
strength and modern capabilities of
the Indian Air Force.
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