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As India recalibrates ties with Russia and
deepens engagement with China and BRICS
partners, Washington’s punitive measures risk
straining a strategic partnership decades in the
making while reshaping the balance of global
powerDonald Trump’s 30th July announce-
ment of 25 per cent tariff on imports from
India following New Delhi’s stubborn stand
of not opening agriculture, dairy and shrimp
markets for US export during five rounds of
free trade talk has changed the world order.
Later on 6th August additional penalty of 25
per cent was imposed on India for its energy
and arms purchase from Russia. The addition-
al tariff was to be effective from 27th August.
US Vice President JD Vance recently indicat-
ed that the additional tariff can be rolled back
if Russia Ukraine conflict comes to an
end.With an eye on piece Nobel Prize, Trump
initiated to end the war and held a bilateral
meeting on 15th August with Russian
President Vladimir Putin at Alaska. Three
days later, he held discussions with
Vlodomeer Zelenskey Ukrainian President
and other European leaders namely British
PM, French President, German Chancellor,
Italian PM, NATO Chief and EU
Chief.Russia’s demand was the territorial con-
trol on Donbas region (90% is already under
their occupation), ruling out Ukraine’s entry
to NATO as well as no deployment of foreign
forces in Ukraine. European leaders were con-
cerned about the security of Ukraine. Trump
agreed to sell arms to EU, which can be secu-
rity guarantee for Ukraine and also accepted
to purchase drones manufactured in Ukraine.
Zelensky was asked to hold a bilateral talk
with Putin and work out the terms of the
ceasefire to end the war. The bilateral talk
between the two is still not in the sight, and
thus rolling back 25 per cent penalty/ sanc-
tions appears to be farfetched. Imposing tariff
is not within the powers of the President, it is
to be done by US Congress. Yet, he has
invoked emergency power, citing poor health
of the economy. Current account deficit in US
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is all time high, and the treasury does not have
money to pay for the bonds that are maturing.
Unlike his first term, the Secretaries and
Aides do not give advise against his wishes.
On the contrary, they amplify whatever he
says. The relationship between India and US
has grown from scratch. In twenty five years
it has grown from strength to strength and has
reached a level of significant partnership.
None in US administration told Trump that
India is a strategic partner, and singling it out
will strain the relationship. Trump’s trade
counselor Peter Navarro has supported the
penalty and accused India of “profiteering
from transaction relating to purchase of
Russian oil, which is perpetuating the war in
Ukraine”. He adds that the money India gets
from its export to America is used for buying
Russian oil, which is processed in refineries
and sold to EU for profit.He further says that
Russia uses the money to manufacture arms
and kill Ukrainians, and American tax payers
have to provide more aid and defense equip-
ments to Ukraine. Navarro however conceded
that America cannot crack down on China’s
oil purchase owing to Beijing’s leverage to
Washington. There was no sanction imposed
on Russian oil after the war broke out, only a
price cap was fixed and US encouraged India
to buy Russian oil to augment the supply and
to keep prices within limit. India has not vio-
lated any sanction. Navarro has no answer to
this. Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent also
supported tariff on India in public. He said
that Russia’s economy is war economy, as 20
per cent of its GDP is on account of defense
manufacturing and also has 20 per cent infla-
tion. He added that while China’s oil purchase
from Russia has grown from 13 per cent in
2022 to current 16 per cent, India in the same
period has grown from less than 1 per cent to
current 42 per cent. Further, India has made a
profit of $16 billion by selling the oil after
refining to EU.None in US administration has
answered the basic questions; like who is the
biggest purchaser of Russian 0il? It is China,

When patriarchy rules, g

Just days after the shocking death of a
woman in Greater Noida allegedly set
ablaze by her husband over dowry dis-
pute, comes the news of a lecturer from
Jodhpur succumbing to her burn
injuries after she took her own life for
similar reasons. She left a note saying
she could not take any more of the
harassment for dowry from her marital
family. Her decision to set her minor
daughter on fire along with her is
indicative of her distress
despair.These horrific dowry death
cases are neither random nor isolated.
According to the latest National Crime
Record Bureau data (2022), 6,450
dowry deaths were registered across
India. In 2024, over 4,383 cases consti-
tuting 17 per cent of the total com-
plaints received by the National
Commission for Women (NCW) were
related to dowry harassment and: 292
cases to dowry deaths. Cases reported
in the last six months from different
parts of the country underscore the
impunity with which women continue
to be killed at will when dowry is seen
to be lower than desired by the groom
or his family.In Uttar Pradesh, a woman
died after a hot iron was pressed against
parts of her body for not bringing
enough dowry. In Punjab, dowry
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not India and even Turkey is close behind.
Who is the biggest purchaser of Russian
LNG; it is EU not India. Are China, Turkey
and EU not funding Russia to fight war?
America is also importing Uranium,
Palladium and fertiliser from Russia. During
Alaska summit, Putin has admitted that trade
between US and Russia has gone up by 20 per
cent since Trump was inaugurated in January.
Is American import not funding Russia to
enable them to continue the current war?
What leverage does China have on
Washington? Supply of rare earth magnets,
without which American research in Space,
defense, fighter aircrafts and several advance
technologies suffered. When china imposed
restriction on rare earth export, envoys from
both countries were asked to rush in and
Trump announced a visit to Beijing for bilat-
eral with President Xi Jinping.Consequently,
America-China trade negotiations started in
Stockholm. China is paying only 30 per cent
tariff on American imports and free trade
agreement between the two is still under
negotiation, twice though the time limit for
the negotiation is extended by 90 days each
time. Trump has also imposed 50 per cent tar-
iff on Brazil, accusing its President Lula da
Silva for putting ex President Jair Bolsonaro
in jail and not ensuring a proper trial for him.
Earlier on the occasion of the BRICS summit,
Trump cautioned member countries not to de-
dollarize their trade lest they will be charged
100 per cent tariff. Angered by the move Lula
talked to Indian PM Modi advising him to
stand firm to deal with tariff issue. India is
next BRICS President in 2026 and French
President Macron has congratulated Modi for
its success. China has invited Modi for SCO
summit in Tianjin and Indian PM has accept-
ed to attend. Amid Trump’s trade tariff on
India, Chinese Foreign Minister visited New
Delhi recently and held bilateral with his
counterpart. China has announced lifting
export restrictions on fertilisers, rare earth
products, and boring machinery. Both coun-
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harassment led a young bride to end her
life. Investigations into the case of a 23-
year-old software engineer in
Karnataka initially reported to have
died from a fall, revealed she had been
murdered for lack of dowry. In Kerala,
venomous snakes were used by the hus-
band to murder the wife to take sole
control of their property. In Tamil Nadu,
a 27-year-old woman died by suicide in
her car just three months after her mar-
riage. In the audio messages she sent to
her father before consuming poison, she
said she could not bear the torture any
longer. Despite the physical and mental
abuse, women are compelled to adjust
- H =

and continue living in their mat-
rimonial homes because they
have been conditioned to think it
Is 'the right thing to do'. Parents
succumb to societal pressure and
fear of social stigma. This lack of
family support closes all doors
for the women and knowing she
has nowhere to go, emboldens
her marital family to continue
the violence. Despite dowry
being prohibited by law, gender
| ez inequality, low value of women
and belief that girls are a burden,
perpetuates this widespread gen-
dered practice. The practice of
dowry not only affects women
after marriage, it also impacts them
before they are born. The financial
implication of dowry given at the girl's
marriage has led many to opt for sex
selective abortions. A majority of states
in the country continue to have skewed
sex ratio in favour of boys with sex
selective abortions preventing the birth
of millions of unwanted girls. In fact,
according to a NCW report, dowry
deaths are higher in districts with
skewed sex ratios. Despite the Pre-
Conception and Pre-Natal Diagnostic
Technique s Act, 1994, enacted to stop
the practice of female foeticide and
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tries have also agreed to resume border trade,
restart direct flight, expand kailash
mansarovar yatra, and relax VISAs. China
criticized Trump’s tariff move from Indian
soil and its New Delhi ambassador Xu
observed, “Silence emboldens bully”. Indian
foreign Minister Dr S Jaishankar attended
India-Russia inter-Governmental
Commission on trade, Economic, Scientific,
Technological and Cultural Cooperation
(IRIGC-TEC). Two countries resolved to
address tariff and non-tariff trade barriers,
promoting connectivity and effecting pay-
ment mechanism smoothly. They revised to
achieve a bilateral trade target of $100 billion
by 2030. India’s trade deficit of $59 billion
with Russia is on account of energy
import.Both countries agreed to narrow the
gap. Since the war broke out in 2022, India’s
advantage of $15 per barrel has shrunk to $3
per barrel and Indian Oil companies were
reluctant to place further order. Russia has
announced 5 per cent rebate on oil sale, and
Indian companies now have placed huge
orders. Country is only looking for national
interest in trades and nothing else.There is no
geopolitics in it. PM in his Independence Day
address from Red Fort has stressed to ease
GST slabs for people’s welfare and for
MSMEs to cut on their cost of production and
to remain competitive. He again stressed for
Atamnirbhar Bharat. Indian Commerce
Minister Piyush Goyal, while speaking at
Economic Times World Leaders Forum said
that Government is looking to create more
domestic demands for sectors hit by US tar-
iffs, including through GST cuts in labor
intensive industries such as food processing
and textiles.Neither Indian PM nor any
Minister has given statements that strain the
relationship with US. Positive observations
are made by Ministers that US is an important
partner and the issue of tariff is addressed
with an open mind and positive outlook and
Indo-US relationship is very consequential
and very important for both countries.

3 far cry

restore gender balance, boys continue to
outnumber girls. The sex ratio at birth
even in the national capital Delhi,
recorded a decline for three successive
years as per the 2023 annual report on
registration of births and deaths. If they
are lucky to be born, families start sav-
ing resources for the inevitability of
dowry. A recent study of the gender
implication of dowry and women's
health in India has found increased
dowry prevalence to be associated with
increased poor self-rated health for
women. It states that dowry prevalence
can erode women's health by diminish-
ing their status. In addition to eroding
health through psychosocial mecha-
nisms, women's lower status affects her
health by creating barriers to accessing
health care. Unsurprisingly, India is
ranked 131st out of 148 countries in the
2025 Global Gender Gap report. Not
only is India down by three positions
from 2024, it is lagging way behind
neighbours Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal
and Sri Lanka. India has committed to
deliver on all the 17 Sustainable
Development Goals by 2030 including.
SDG 3 and SDG 5 (gender
equality).With just 64 months left to
fulfil its promise, time is running out for
women.



As the world navigates a period of intense
geopolitical flux, two cataclysmic disruptions
in the early 21st century have fundamentally
reset the trajectory of global affairs: The
COVID-19 pandemic, which paralysed sys-
tems and shook globalisation to its core, and
the Russia-Ukraine conflict, which reintro-
duced large-scale war to Europe and has frac-
tured long-standing alignments.These twin
shocks did not just disturb the old-world
order — they triggered a systemic reset glob-
ally. What we are witnessing is more than a
drift toward multipolarity or a Cold War
redux. It marks the dawn of what I call the
New-Muco Era-an era in which a New World
Matrix is Under Construction.This is a reno-
vation — and — restart phase, where tradi-
tional institutions like the UN and WTO show
signs of erosion, and sovereignty is reassert-
ing itself over globalisation across sectors like
semiconductors, Al, and energy. The dollar,
though still dominant, is being cautiously
counterbalanced. At the heart of this transi-
tion is a quieter revolution-optopolitics, or the
battle of perceptions. In today’s world, influ-
ence flows as much through screens and algo-
rithms as through treaties and tanks.

India’s Moment: From Participant to
Architect

India now stands at a rare inflection point —
not as a disruptor, but as a potential co-archi-
tect of the next global order. It is one of the
few nations that enjoys credibility across both
East and West, the trust of the Global South,
and the civilisational depth to shape, not just
survive — the new matrix.Its G20 leadership,
legacy of Gandhi, democratic institutions, and
digital innovations like UPI and Aadhaar
highlight India’s capacity to deliver at scale.
But to seize the moment, India must shift
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When a child fails in an exam, he either
accepts his mistakes and learns from them,
or he starts blaming the question paper, the
teacher, or even the pen. Sadly, Rahul
Gandhi has chosen the latter approach as

his political philosophy, turning his elec- |

toral failures into full-blown institutional
blame games. Having presided over the

Congress party’s staggering decline with |

over 90 electoral defeats, the Gandhi scion
has never paused for introspection. His
preferred coping mechanism is to question
the integrity of India’s democratic institu-
tions. First it was the EVMSs; now, with the
Special Intensive Revision (SIR) exercise
underway in Bihar, the target is the
Election Commission of India (ECI). The
pattern is all too familiar. When the
Congress wins elections, like it did in
Himachal Pradesh, Karnataka, or
Telangana, the EVMs are flawless. But
when it suffers crushing defeats, the same
machines suddenly become suspicious.
These charges of electoral manipulation
come with selective amnesia. Even his
own IND Alliance partner, Jammu &
Kashmir Chief Minister Omar Abdullah,
criticised this hypocrisy, stating: “EVMs
can’t be the problem only when you lose
elections.” This one line exposes the shal-
low convenience with which the Congress
shifts the goalposts to suit its
narrative.Now, that the EVVM narrative has
collapsed under the weight of facts, the
Congress leader has turned his ire towards
the Election Commission. Ironically, the
target of his new outburst, the SIR exer-
cise, is not only legitimate, but was
designed to strengthen the integrity of
voter rolls, something all political parties
should welcome. His recent press confer-
ence raised alarm over “mass deletion and
addition of wvoters” in Bihar and
Maharashtra. But this is precisely what
SIR is supposed to do — identify, investi-

na1a, Russia, China: The New
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from reactive diplomacy to proactive system
design — helping construct new global
frameworks across trade, finance, tech gover-
nance, and people-to-people exchange across
cultures.

Five areas demand immediate focus:
Creating digital currency corridors with trust-
ed partners to reduce dollar dependence.
Co-authoring tech standards in Al, quantum,
and data governance.

Leading South-South cooperation in climate,
health, and education.

Embedding itself in resilient, diversified sup-
ply chains.

Building narrative capital — global story-
telling that projects India’s values and vision.
India must also scale up its optopolitics and
strategic imagination — by investing in think
tanks, knowledge diplomacy, and intellectual
capital that can shape international discourse
from a position of confidence.China is not
merely reforming the global order-it is con-
structing parallel architectures. From the Belt
and Road Initiative to the Digital Yuan, to its
agenda — setting in the SCO and BRICS,
Beijing is creating a system with Chinese
characteristics, challenging existing frame-
works on its own terms.For India, China is
both a strategic competitor and a necessary
counterpart. Long-standing tensions remain,
particularly over Himalayan border disputes,
Indo-Pacific dominance, and tech rivalry in
Al and telecommunications. At the same
time, both countries share tactical space in
platforms like BRICS, the SCO, and the G20.
Moreover, China remains one of India’s
largest trading partners, reflecting mutual
interdependence. Navigating this duality
demands clarity and composure. India must
resist China’s hegemonic templates while

i

gate, and remove invalid or duplicate
entries, ensuring a clean electoral roll. The
ECI has made the process transparent,
consultative, and data-driven. The SIR
audit is conducted with the help of Booth
Level Officers (BLOs), field verification,
and cooperation from all stakeholders. Yet,
Gandhi seems confused and uncertain
whether he supports the cleaning up of
electoral rolls or wants to halt the process
altogether. His contradiction was glaring:
he ended up endorsing the SIR process
while attacking it in the same breath. This
is typical of his ideological confusion and
policy immaturity.

Let’s examine the numbers and claims
made by the Congress MP and his team.
He claimed voter roll changes in Bihar and
Maharashtra are abnormal. The reality is
that in Maharashtra, the voter list grew by
3.7 per cent in 2024, consistent with
national averages and similar trends under
Congress-led governments in the past. For
instance, under the UPA (2008-2012), the
average annual growth in voter rolls was
4.1 per cent. He further questioned why
the BJP was not facing anti-incumbency
and insinuated that it must be rigging elec-
tions. Again, the logic is flawed. The
Congress won national elections consecu-
tively from 1952 to 1977, 1980-89, 2004-
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asserting its own vision — not by isolation,
but through constructive engagement and
regional leadership.Post-Ukraine, Russia has
pivoted eastward, deepening ties across Asia,
Africa, and Latin America. It is actively pro-
moting de-dollarisation through mechanisms
like SPFS and MIR, positioning itself as a
disruptor with enduring ambitions, even if
diminished as a classical superpower.For
India, Russia remains a vital-and historically
trusted-partner. The Indo-Soviet relationship
during the Cold War was foundational to
India’s industrial, strategic, and diplomatic
evolution. That legacy still resonates.

Energy security - via long-term oil, gas, and
nuclear agreements.

Defense and space collaboration - including
the S-400 system and joint production of sub-
marines and aircraft.

Strategic flexibility - serving as a buffer
against binary global alignments.

However, Russia’s increasing dependence on
China introduces new complexities. India
must engage Moscow with calibrated realism
- preserving historical ties, but ensuring the
relationship remains independent of China’s
growing shadow.The U.S. remains the most
powerful global actor, but its posture has
shifted from building the global order to
defending it, and to promoting an America-
centric, Western dominated world. Its strate-
gic focus is now also on containing China’s
rise - militarily, technologically, and economi-
cally.For India, this presents both opportunity
and risk. The United States remains a vital
partner - in defense cooperation, advanced
technology ecosystems, and strategic align-
ment across the Indo-Pacific, particularly
through the Quad. However, rising trade ten-
sions and shifting U.S. priorities could strain

2014-did the BJP then allege that
Congress won due to voter fraud?
Public mandates are not governed
by one person’s whims.The
Congress leader then argued that
only BJP strongholds show suspi-
cious voter additions. This too is
misleading. Duplicate votes were
found even in Rae Bareli and
Wayanad, both strongholds of the
Gandhi family. The problem, when
it existed, was systemic, not parti-
san. But Gandhi has a selective
lens.Perhaps the most damning rev-
elation is that the Congress MP
refused to file a formal complaint under
oath to the Election Commission. Under
Section 31 of the Representation of the
People Act, 1950, and Section 227 of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023, giving
false evidence or making a false declara-
tion under oath is a punishable offence that
may result in imprisonment. These provi-
sions exist to ensure that democratic alle-
gations are not reduced to casual slander.
This legal obligation makes his evasion
more telling. The answer is clear — he
knows that making false or frivolous accu-
sations under oath is a crime. Having been
reprimanded multiple times by the
Supreme Court for his slander, incorrect
and immature statements, he now fears
being legally cornered.In reality, the
Congress leader’s most bitter pill and root
cause of frustration is that India is not buy-
ing what the Congress is selling. The nar-
rative of defeat is not due to manipulation,
but due to misalignment with the aspira-
tions of New India.Today’s youth want
growth, national pride, security, and tech-
nological progress. In contrast, the
Congress party has aligned itself with anti-
national voices, questioned the valour of
the Indian Army, and associated with radi-
cal elements that vilify India’s cultural and
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World Matrix Under Construction

medium- to long-term bilateral relations.
India must tread with strategic care: deepen-
ing collaboration where interests align, while
firmly resisting any role as a junior partner in
a containment strategy that could compromise
its autonomy or strain relations with other key
global actors.Instead, India should position
itself as a sovereign peer - advancing shared
interests while preserving autonomy in areas
like digital regulation, trade policy, and
South-South diplomacy. The partnership must
evolve from one of alignment to one of co-
authorship - allowing space for constructive
disagreement and mutual respect.India’s
strategic identity must now transcend the role
of “balancer” among great powers. It must
become a builder - one that offers frame-
works, ideas, and institutions rooted in sover-
eignty, pluralism, and pragmatic
modernity.Engaging seriously with forums
like BRICS, SCO, the G20, and the still-
notional “IRC” (India-Russia-China) trilateral
- a term India can champion to shift the narra-
tive center and avoid being a silent participant
in the older “RIC” nomenclature.

Driving global conversations on future tech,
climate equity, and inclusive development.
Investing in institutional innovation and glob-
al education.

Asserting narrative leadership that reflects
India’s ethos and ambitions.

The world is not waiting. The scaffolding of a
new global matrix is already rising. In this
New-Muco Era, India’s task is clear: not just
to rise - but to help the world rise with
it.Robinder Sachdev is the president of The
Imagindia Institute, and author of
Trumpotopia: A Guidebook to Decode

Donald Trump-and the Culture of America-
With Tips for World Leaders (July 2025).

U

spiritual ethos. This is not just a political
disconnect-it’s a civilisational
chasm.While Gandhi indulges in conspira-
cies and courtroom escapism, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has chosen to win
the hearts of India’s voters through relent-
less hard work and delivery on promises.
Modi Ji’s leadership has elevated India to
the status of the fourth-largest economy in
the world, driven by structural reforms and
a clear vision for a self-reliant future.
Initiatives like Atmanirbhar Bharat, the Jal
Jeevan Mission, housing for four crore
poor families, and debt relief schemes for
farmers and small borrowers reflect a gov-
ernance model rooted in compassion,
accountability, and scale. BJP’s electoral
victories are not built on conspiracies or
manufactured grievances — they are built
on understanding the heartbeat of ambi-
tious, aspirational India. While others
blame EVMs and voter lists, Modi con-
nects with the people, listening, delivering,
and transforming lives at the grassroots.
This is the difference between a party that
leads and a party that laments. The Modi
Government believes in reforming the sys-
tem, not ridiculing it when it doesn’t deliv-
er personal victories.The SIR exercise is a
testament to the Election Commission’s
commitment to fair elections. But the
Congress MP, unable to digest repeated
rejection by voters, has chosen to under-
mine the very institutions that protect
democracy. His allegations are not built on
facts, but on frustration. His strategy is not
reform, but deflection. And his party is not
rising from the ashes — it’s disappearing
into irrelevance. Mr Rahul Gandhi needs
to be told that “Democracy doesn’t fail
when you lose; it fails when you refuse to
accept that you lost.” India deserves better
than these Dblame games, and the
Constitutional Institutions deserve more
respect than one man’s tantrums.
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