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
 




 
 
 
 
 
    
    
    

    
    
    
   


   
      


    

    
     

    
   
  
   
   

   
     
    
      
      
      
 
    
    
   
   


    
      
 
   


    
    
     
     







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
    
     



     
    
    

  
    
   
    
  





        
       
      
     
 
       




    
     
    
   
   
  

      
    

      
  
     
    
      


      


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

    
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





















        

    
      
     

     

 

      

     




      

 
 
     
 

       
       
  
      

      
     

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





       
      
      
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

       

     

     
  

   

    

 
  
    
   

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     

    
    
  


      
    
    
     
     
    
   
     




   
     
    
    
 

    
      

    

     
     
     
     
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     



     
 
     
    

   


    
   


    
    
    
    




    
      






         
        

       



        
      
        

        
     


  
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     
      
           
        
         
         
         

          

 
  

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
      
    
      
    
    
     

     
    


    

     
    

      
     

     
   
    


      


     


      


 
     
    
    
    

    
    
   
    
    
   
     

    
     
     
    
      
   
      




     

 
      
    
    
     
    
 

   
   

   
     
   
    

   
   
  
  
  
   
    

    
    
     

        

    
     
    


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      
    
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     
    
     
   
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   
    
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    
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    
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      
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 
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       
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


     
     
     



     
      
     
    
     

   
   
    
   
    
   
     
    

    
 
   
      
     
    
       
    
    
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   
     
      
     



    


     

     


     
      

     

      
    
     
     

       
     
    

      
      
      



     





      
  


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
     


  
     

     

    
    
  
 
    
    
    
    
     
      

     
    

      

      

     
     
    
      



    
  


   
    
     
   

    
    

      

 


      
      

      
 
      





    
 
    
       
     
     
      

     

  
  
  
  
 
   
  
   
 

  
   
   
 



    
    
    
     
    


     



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
   
    
    
   
    
    

   

   

   
  

  
   
  

  
    
  

    

    

   
   
     
    

   
   
    





        

         

         
      



           


       
        


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        
         

    

 
           
  
         


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Second Airport Sites Near Bengaluru Under AAI Review:
Bannerghatta Forest and HAL Airspace Pose Hurdles

The Airports Authority of
India (AAI) has submitted a
pre-feasibility report to the
Karnataka government on the
proposal for Bengaluru's sec-
ond international airport. The
report points out several
major challenges that need to
be resolved before any site
can be approved.AAI studied
three possible locations for
the new airport - a 4,800-acre
and a 5,000-acre site near
Harohalli on Kanakapura
Road, and a 5,200-acre site
near Nelamangala on Kunigal
Road. The report doesn't select or
reject any location but lists the
difficulties that come with
each.The report highlights that all
three proposed sites are close to
the Bannerghatta Hill range.
Officials say this could pose a
safety issue during aircraft take-
off and landing, and detailed aero-
nautical studies will be required.
AAI noted that the terrain, espe-
cially near Nelamangala and

Kunigal, is rocky and uneven.
This would mean major land-lev-
eling work, pushing up the con-
struction cost
significantly.Another challenge is
that all the shortlisted sites fall
under Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited's (HAL) airspace. A flexi-
ble airspace agreement will be
needed between civil and defence
aviation authorities to manage
both operations safely. Minister
for Large and Medium Industries

M.B. Patil said the AAI
report is neutral and
meant only for reference.
"Each location has its
own pros and cons. We
will conduct our own
detailed technical and
financial studies before
taking a final call," he
said.The government also
plans to consult major
infrastructure and avia-
tion experts before
involving private devel-
opers.Bengaluru's

Kempegowda International
Airport has seen rapid passenger
growth, crossing its design capaci-
ty. A second airport is being con-
sidered to handle future traffic,
expected to double in the next
decade. However, the AAI report
shows that finding suitable land
within the 100-120 km radius
around Bengaluru won't be easy -
and the project could face envi-
ronmental, financial, and airspace-
related hurdles before it takes off.

Rangareddy Accident: Telangana RTC Bus-Truck on
Hyderabad–Bijapur Highway Collision Claims 17 Lives
At least 17 people were killed and
seven others injured in a tragic road
accident near Mirjaguda in Chevella,
Rangareddy district of Telangana, on
Monday morning. The incident
occurred when a gravel-laden truck
collided with a Telangana State Road
Transport Corporation (TGSRTC)
bus travelling from Tandur to
Chevella, causing the truck to over-
turn and spill gravel onto the passen-
gers.The impact of the crash was so
severe that the truck overturned,
spilling gravel onto the bus, trapping
and injuring several passengers
inside.Chevella ACP B. Kishan con-
firmed that 16 individuals, including
the truck driver and multiple bus pas-
sengers, died on the spot. Another
succumbed to injuries later, taking the
total death toll to 17.Rajendranagar
DCP Yogesh Goutam revealed that
preliminary findings indicated the
truck was in its proper lane, though
investigators are probing whether the

driver was attempting to overtake or
had lost control of the vehicle.The
Telangana Chief Minister's Office
posted on X (formerly Twitter) that
Chief Minister Revanth Reddy
expressed deep sorrow over the loss
of lives. He directed officials to
immediately reach the accident site
and carry out relief and rescue opera-
tions. The CM also ordered that all
injured be shifted to Hyderabad hos-
pitals for advanced medical treatment
and sought regular updates on their
condition.IT and Industries Minister
Duddilla Sridhar Babu expressed
shock over the tragic incident and
convened a teleconference with sen-
ior officials. He instructed them to
ensure swift rescue efforts and over-
see the relief work personally.The
minister also directed health officials
to provide the best possible medical
care to those admitted at Chevella
Government Hospital. He further
urged authorities to reassure families

of the victims and keep them infor
med about their relatives' health sta-
tus.The Chevella Police confirmed
that there were around 40 passengers
aboard the RTC bus at the time of the
accident. Emergency teams, includ-
ing police and local rescue personnel,
were dispatched to the site to retrieve
trapped passengers and transport the
injured to nearby hospitals.Traffic on
the Bijapur highway was diverted as
cranes and ambulances cleared the
wreckage and managed the chaotic
scene.

Couple Killed, Two Injured as Ambulance Rams Motorbikes Near Richmond Circle
A late-night road accident in
Bengaluru's Richmond Circle area
turned fatal after an ambulance lost
control and rammed into three motor-
cycles waiting at a red light. The inci-
dent, which occurred around 11 p.m.
on Saturday, left two people dead and
two others critically injured.
According to police, the deceased
were identified as Ismail (40) and his

wife Sameen Banu, who were riding
a scooter. Both died on the spot after
suffering severe injuries. The other
two victims sustained critical injuries
and were rushed to a nearby hospital,
where they remain in serious condi-
tion.The ambulance driver, identified
as Shankar, has been detained by
Wilson Garden Traffic Police. A case
has been registered against him under

relevant sections of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) and Motor
Vehicles Act for rash and negligent
drivingAnoop Shetty, DCP (Traffic,
West Bengaluru), confirmed, "An
FIR has been registered against the
driver. The vehicle has been seized,
and further investigation is underway
to determine the exact cause of the
accident."

Nara Lokesh Explains Cause of Srikakulam
Temple Stampede, Says ‘Person on Top Tripped’
Nine people lost their
lives and several were
injured after a stam-
pede broke out at the
Venkateswara Swamy
Temple in Srikakulam,
Andhra Pradesh, dur-
ing Ekadashi celebra-
tions. State minister
Nara Lokesh said that
a sudden surge of devotees and poor crowd control led
to the chaos that turned fatal.Speaking to reporters,
Nara Lokesh explained that an unexpected rise in the
number of visitors created panic inside the temple
premises. The management, overwhelmed by the
crowd, shut the entry point to control movement, but
devotees then tried to exit through another route, result-
ing in suffocation and confusion."At 11.30 am, because
there was an unknown amount of rush, the entry point
was closed. Many people who attended felt that they
could use the exit route. That created a lot of suffoca-
tion. The entry has steps, so the person on the top
tripped and fell; this resulted in a cascading effect.
Also, the queue planners were not prepared for such a
crowd," Lokesh said.Ramaphosa Dares to Bet Trump -
‘No Genocide’: Shocking LIVE Evidence Leave Him
Silent in Front of All He added that most of the victims
were women and shared details of the immediate
response coordinated through a real-time governance
group. "We have a WhatsApp group for real-time gov-
ernance, which also has the disaster management min-
ister. We reached out to the Home Minister. From there,
we coordinated the entire rescue operation. We worked
exceptionally hard to save as many lives as possible,"
he noted.The Andhra Pradesh government stated that
nearly 15,000 people had gathered at the temple when
the incident took place. The situation spiraled out of
control as devotees surged forward once the temple
gates opened, leading to panic and a deadly
stampede.Srikakulam SP KV Maheswara Reddy said
structural limitations worsened the situation. "There is
only one entry and exit. The incident occurred due to
the collapse of an iron grill near the steps. The public,
in fear, thought that something was falling and pan-
icked," he explained.Officials have since begun an
inquiry into whether safety protocols and crowd-control
measures were adequately followed at the privately run
temple.The tragedy drew strong criticism from YSR
Congress Party chief and former chief minister YS
Jagan Mohan Reddy. Expressing sorrow over the
deaths, he accused the state government of repeated
lapses in managing large gatherings."This repeated loss
of innocent lives reflects the inefficiency of
Chandrababu Naidu's administration," Reddy said. He
recalled earlier stampede incidents, including those
during Vaikuntha Ekadasi in Tirupati and at the
Simhachalam temple, where several devotees had lost
their lives.Following the Srikakulam tragedy, authori-
ties have initiated a comprehensive review of temple
safety measures across Andhra Pradesh. The state dis-
aster management team and local police are expected to
submit a report suggesting stricter crowd management
rules and infrastructure upgrades at major religious
sites.As devotees continue to mourn the loss of lives,
questions remain about accountability and the lack of
preventive systems that could have averted yet another
tragedy during a sacred festival.
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Entering U.S.? Ready To Pay $1000 Fee?
The kind of immigration policies
and new regulations that Donald
Trump has been bringing in his
second tenure as the President of
the United States is becoming
incomprehensible these days.The
US Citizenship and Immigration
Services recently issued notices
mentioning a $1,000 parole entry
fee, creating widespread panic
among immigrants. The Depa
rtment of Homeland Security
announced the rule on October 16,
2025, requiring the fee for certain
immigration programs.However,
many green card holders also
received these notices by mistake,
leading to confusion. Immigration
experts clarified that Legal
Permanent Residents (LPRs) are not

required to pay this fee. The charge
applies only to applicants under asy-
lum, Temporary Protected Status or
Deferred Action for Childhood
Arrivals Experts believe USCIS mis-
takenly included individuals who had

previously used Advance Travel
Parole before obtaining green
cards. This bulk mailing caused
unnecessary fear among immi-
grants.Those who already have
green cards can ignore the notice.
But applicants with pending
Form I-485 cases are advised to
consult immigration lawyers and
regularly check their USCIS
online accounts for updates.The
incident highlights the need for
better communication from
USCIS to avoid confusion. Many

recipients expressed frustration over
the misleading notices, emphasizing
that such administrative errors can
create stress and distrust among
immigrants navigating complex visa
and residency processes.

Donald Trump Says Pakistan Testing Nuclear
Weapons, Urges US to Resume Tests: Report

In a strong statement on global
nuclear activities, US President
Donald Trump claimed that Pakistan
is among several countries actively
testing nuclear weapons. His com-
ments have reignited debate about
whether the United States should
restart its own nuclear testing pro-
gram after more than three
decades.Trump emphasized that
while nations such as Russia, China,
North Korea, and Pakistan continue
to conduct nuclear tests, the United
States has refrained from doing so for
years. He said the time had come for
the US to follow suit."Russia's test-
ing and China's testing, but they don't
talk about it. We're an open society.
We're different. We talk about it. We
have to talk about it because other-
wise you people are going to report.
They don't have reporters that are
going to be writing about it," Trump
said in an interview with CBS
News."We're going to test because
they test and others test. And certain-
ly North Korea's been testing.

Pakistan's been testing," he
added.Trump asserted that
the US does not "necessarily
know" where these powerful
nations conduct their tests
but maintained that the evi-
dence of underground activi-
ty exists. "They test way
under underground where
people don't know exactly
what's happening with the
test. You feel a little bit of a
vibration. They test and we

don't test. We have to test," Trump
remarked.Trump's remarks came in
response to questions about his
administration's consideration of
resuming nuclear detonations, fol-
lowing Russia's reported trials of
advanced nuclear-capable systems,
including the Poseidon underwater
drone."You have to see how they
work. The reason I'm saying testing
is because Russia announced that
they were going to be doing a test. If
you notice, North Korea is testing
constantly. Other countries are test-
ing. We're the only country that does-
n't test. And I don't want to be the
only country that doesn't test," Trump
said.He also asserted that the US
holds a significant nuclear advantage
over other nations. "We have enough
nuclear weapons to blow up the
world 150 times," Trump declared.
"Russia has a lot of nuclear weapons,
and China will have a lot. They have
some. They have quite a bit."Trump
mentioned that he had previously dis-
cussed denuclearisation with Russian

President Vladimir Putin and Chinese
President Xi Jinping but emphasized
the need for preparedness amid glob-
al nuclear advancements.Following
Trump's comments, US Energy
Secretary Chris Wright clarified that
the proposed testing would not
involve nuclear explosions at this
stage. This was the first official clari-
fication from the Trump administra-
tion after the president had earlier
said he had "instructed the
Department of War to start testing
our nuclear weapons on an equal
basis.""I think the tests we're talking
about right now are system tests.
These are not nuclear explosions.
These are what we call non-critical
explosions," Wright explained in an
interview with Fox News.He added
that the tests would involve "all the
other parts of a nuclear weapon to
make sure they deliver the appropri-
ate geometry and set up the nuclear
explo sion."According to Wright, the
upcoming system tests would be con-
ducted on newer systems to ensure
that replacement nuclear weapons are
more efficient and reliable than pre-
vious ones.Trump's statements are
likely to stir diplomatic reactions,
particularly from nuclear-armed
nations. His assertion that Pakistan
and other countries are conducting
tests could draw scrutiny from inter-
national watchdogs monitoring
nuclear activities. The potential US
return to testing could also have
major implications for global arms
control agreements.

Afghanistan Earthquake: 6.3 Magnitude Quake Kills 7, Injures Over 150 in Mazar-e Sharif
At least seven people have died after a
powerful 6.3 magnitude earthquake struck
Afghanistan on Monday morning.
According to Reuters, citing the local
health directorate, more than 150 people
have been injured in the quake that hit the
northern city of Mazar-e Sharif.As rescue
operations continue in one of
Afghanistan's largest cities, officials have
warned that the death toll could rise further
as more people are pulled from the
debris.Initial reports suggested the magni-

tude was 6.2 on the Richter scale.
However, the United States Geological
Survey (USGS) later confirmed the magni-
tude at 6.3. The USGS also issued an
orange alert in its PAGER system, indicat-
ing that "significant casualties are likely
and the disaster is potentially wide-
spread."The earthquake struck at a depth
of about 28 kilometers (17.4 miles) near
Mazar-e Sharif, a city with a population of
roughly 523,000. Local authorities report-
ed that rescue teams were working in

affected areas, though the full
extent of the damage remains
unclear.Social media has been
flooded with visuals showing
the aftermath of the quake.
CCTV footage from a home
in Mazar-e Sharif went viral
after capturing the terrifying
moment the tremors began.
CCTV footage shows the
moment a strong M6.3 earthquake struck
Mazar-e-Sharif, Afghanistan, a short while

ago. pic. twitter.
com/NX0o04Ggi5Videos
shared online also show
emergency workers and
local residents joining
hands to rescue people
trapped under rubble. In
one clip circulating on X,
rescuers can be seen
pulling what appeared to

be dead bodies from the debris while con-
tinuing to search for survivors.

Trump-Xi Talks In South Korea Mark Thaw
In Tensions—But at What Cost For Taiwan?

The leaders of China and the United States met face-to-face for
the first time in over six years during the 32nd APEC Economic
Ministers' Meeting held in South Korea on 30 October. The
much-anticipated meeting between President Donald Trump and
President Xi Jinping, which lasted under two hours at Gimhae Air
Base in Busan, marked a significant diplomatic moment-but also
raised concerns over the U.S. stance on key geopolitical issues,
especially Taiwan.While the dialogue was seen as a positive
development, critics have questioned the Trump administration's
handling of China. During the meeting, Xi praised Trump for pro-
moting "world peace," offered to purchase more American prod-
ucts, and announced a temporary reprieve on rare earth export
restrictions.However, analysts noted that China made minimal
concessions, while the U.S. appeared to step back first by easing
tariff pressures. Xi also hinted at more commercial cooperation in
the future, effectively securing a truce in the ongoing trade war.
Notably, Trump admitted Taiwan "never came up" during the dis-
cussion - a statement that drew immediate concern from foreign
policy experts.This omission came even as Beijing ramped up a
propaganda campaign against Taiwan before the APEC summit.
China's Taiwan Affairs Office warned that it "will not rule out
force" to prevent Taiwanese independence, while Beijing revived
"Taiwan's Restoration Day" (25 October), commemorating
Japan's 1945 surrender in Taiwan - a symbolic move aimed at
reinforcing China's sovereignty claims. Taipei condemned the act
as an attempt to "belittle our country" and "fabricate claims that
Taiwan belongs to the PRC."Although Taiwan was avoided, the
war in Ukraine was a key topic. Xi stated that "China and the U.S.
must shoulder their responsibilities as major powers" and "work
together for the good of both nations and the world."Meanwhile,
experts warned that China's military actions near Taiwan have
intensified. According to K. Tristan Tang, Associate Fellow at the
Research Project on China's Defence Affairs, Beijing's PLA
(People's Liberation Army) has escalated air and naval operations
around Taiwan throughout 2025, signaling a shift from political-
ly motivated drills to a sustained military presence.Tang noted
record-high incursions across the median line, expanded joint
combat patrols, and long-range drone missions encircling Taiwan
- even during the typically calm Lunar New Year period. This, he
said, highlights Beijing's focus on operational dominance and
combat readiness, rather than symbolic political gestures.Tang
urged global policymakers to "recalibrate assessments" and focus
on the PLA's "expanding operational footprint and long-term
ambitions" rather than political rhetoric.Separately, U.S.
Secretary of War Pete Hegseth met Chinese Defence Minister
Admiral Dong Jun on 31 October in Kuala Lumpur, following a
virtual meeting in September. Hegseth described the talk as "con-
structive," emphasizing the need to maintain a balance of power
in the Indo-Pacific and voicing concerns over China's activities in
the South China Sea and around Taiwan.His use of the phrase
"balance of power" appeared to acknowledge China as a near-
peer competitor to U.S. military strength in the regionIn
September, Lieutenant General Douglas Schiess, Commander of
U.S. Space Forces - Space, warned of China's expanding space
capabilities. With over 1,189 satellites in orbit as of mid-2025-a
927% increase since 2015-China is developing a "space kill
chain" to target U.S. military assets. Schiess cautioned that
China's "counter-space capabilities" could threaten U.S. domi-
nance in intelligence, surveillance, communication, and target-
ing.Despite these concerns, Hegseth claimed that relations
between the U.S. and China "have never been better." He and Xi
both publicly called for "peace through strength, mutual respect,
and positive relations."Hegseth announced plans to establish mil-
itary-to-military communication channels to prevent conflicts -
though past experience suggests China often cuts such communi-
cation lines when tensions rise. During Trump's first term (2017-
2021), most of the 90 communication channels between
Washington and Beijing lay dormant, and Beijing later suspend-
ed all military contact after Nancy Pelosi's visit to Taiwan.At the
same ADMM+ meeting, the U.S. and the Philippines announced
the creation of Task Force Philippines, a new joint military coor-
dination body. According to the U.S. Indo-Pacific Command, the
unit will enhance cooperation, humanitarian response, and
defense readiness, without establishing new combat bases.This
move follows China's aggressive actions against Philippine ves-
sels and law enforcement agencies in the South China Sea, espe-
cially near Second Thomas Shoal.
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