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Aoty 3 I Incian Applcan

Canada's latest changes to international student permits is
notably impacting Indian applicants. The Government data
reveals a significant drop in the number of study permits
issued to Indian students, once a major group in
Canada.The Immigration Department reported that 74% of
study permit applications from India were rejected in
August 2025. This is a stark increase from the 32% rejec-
tion rate in the same month last year. Overall, nearly 40%
of all study permit applications were denied, with 24% of
those from China also turned down.India has been
Canada's largest source of international students for over
ten years. However, it now faces the highest refusal rate
among countries with more than 1,000 approved appli-
cants. The number of Indian applicants dropped sharply
from 20,900 in August 2023 to just 4,515 in August 2025,
according to a report in ANL.This rise in visa refusals coin-
cides with ongoing diplomatic tensions between Canada
and India. Former Prime Minister Justin Trudeau accused
India of involvement in a Canadian citizen's death in
Surrey, British Columbia, which India has consistently
denied.In 2023, Canadian authorities discovered around
1,550 fraudulent study permit applications linked to fake
acceptance letters, mostly from India. Last year alone, an
enhanced verification system flagged over 14,000 poten-
tially fraudulent documents across all applications.In
response to these findings, Canada's immigration depart-
ment tightened verification processes and increased finan-
cial requirements for applicants. The Indian Embassy
acknowledged the increased rejection rate but stated that
issuing study permits "is Canada's prerogative."The
University of Waterloo has experienced a two-thirds
decline in Indian student enrolments over the past three to
four years. lan VanderBurgh, associate vice-president of
strategic enrolment management at the university, attrib-
uted this drop to government caps on foreign student
visas.Other universities like the University of Regina and
the University of Saskatchewan have reported similar
declines. Jaspreet Singh from the International Sikh
Students Association noted that earlier encouragements for
newcomers to "Study, work, stay" have diminished.Ottawa
is seeking new powers to cancel groups of temporary visas
over fraud concerns related to India and Bangladesh.
Internal documents obtained by CBC News revealed that
Immigration Canada formed a working group with US
partners to detect fraudulent visa applications.The pro-
posed authority is part of Bill C-12 within a broader bor-
der legislation package called Bill C-2. However, this
measure has alarmed over 300 civil society groups who
fear it could lead to mass deportations.Enhanced verifica-
tion measures have slowed processing times for temporary
resident visa (TRV) applications from India. Processing
times increased from an average of 30 days in July 2023 to
54 days a year later. Approvals fell as resources shifted
towards fraud checks.By July 2024, nearly 1,900 Indian
applicants received procedural fairness letters outlining
their rights and legal options due to further questioning
flags. IRCC stated that proposed powers are not aimed at
any specific group or situation and decisions would not be
made unilaterally. The developments come as Ottawa seeks
improved relations with New Delhi after diplomatic
strains. Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visit during the
June G7 summit signalled a thawing relationship between
both countries' leaders expressing desires for rebuilding
ties.In August, new high commissioners were appointed
between Canada and India capitals as part of efforts
towards mending relations amid ongoing discussions
about potential impacts on bilateral relations due to pro-
posed visa powers according Global Affairs' response
awaited by CBC News.
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S Bars Over Truck 7000 Drivers Over
English Proficiency Tests, Inalans Hit Hard

A newly reinstated federal rule
mandating rigorous English profi-
ciency tests for commercial truck

drivers in the United States is
sparking alarm among the indus-
try and immigrant communities,
with thousands of drivers, particu-
larly those of Indian origin, being
taken off the road.The measure,
reinforced by an executive order
from the Trump administration in
May, requires commercial drivers
to demonstrate sufficient English
skills to read road signs, converse
with the public, and communicate
effectively with law enforcement.
Critics argue the sudden, strict
enforcement unfairly targets
iImmigrant workers, threatening to
exacerbate an existing national
truck  driver  shortage.Data
released by the Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Administration
(FMCSA) and analyzed by The
Washington Post indicates that
since June, over 6,000 commer-
cial truckers have been placed
"out-of-service" following road-

side  English-lan-
| guage checks.
Transportation
Secretary Sean P.
| Duffy confirmed the
escalating numbers,
stating last week on
X that 7,248 drivers
had been grounded
as of October 2025,
The Times of India
reported.Indian-ori-
gin drivers, who
constitute a signifi-
cant portion of the U.S. commer-
cial trucking workforce, are dis-
proportionately affected. The
stricter enforcement gained trac-
tion following a fatal road inci-
dent in Florida. The driver
involved, Harjinder Singh, 28,
originally from India, failed a
post-accident English assessment,
correctly answering only two of
twelve questions. Singh has
pleaded not guilty to vehicular
homicide charges, but the high-
profile case has been cited by fed-
eral officials to justify the crack-
down.Driver groups, including
the Sikh Coalition, have labeled
the policy a targeted effort to
remove immigrants, stating it is
"an effort to remove approximate-
ly 194,000 non-domiciled drivers
from the workforce." Many
Indian drivers, especially older
immigrants, are concerned that
they may lose their jobs as rapid-
ly as the rules are being
enforced.Subjective Testing:
Industry experts are questioning

the fairness and consistency of the
roadside tests. "English proficien-
cy is such a subjective standard,"
said Brandon Wiseman, president
of Trucksafe Consulting, high-
lighting the lack of clear, consis-
tent assessment criteria.Training
Response: In response to the high
failure rate, commercial driving
schools are quickly adapting. Eli
Soler, who runs a Miami-based
school, confirmed he has added
mock English tests to his classes
to prepare drivers for the stringent
roadside checks.Despite the
industry  backlash, Secretary
Duffy firmly defended the policy,
arguing it is an essential safety
measure: "Americans are a lot
safer on roads alongside truckers
who can understand and interpret
our traffic signs.” The Department
of Transportation is also leverag-
ing financial pressure to ensure
compliance, announcing that
California stands to lose over $40
million in federal funding for
refusing to enforce the rule, with
Duffy calling out the state for its
refusal to ensure "big rig drivers
can read our road signs."While
officials argue the policy
enhances public safety, critics
maintain that there is no clear data
linking English proficiency to
accident rates. The economic
impact on a critical supply chain
industry and the livelihood of
immigrant drivers, particularly
from the Indian and Latino com-
munities, remains a significant
and growing concern.

DMK Moves SC Aainst SIR Or Tamil Naol
Flectoral Rolls, Calls It e Facto NRC' Exerclse

The Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (DMK) in
Tamil Nadu has
approached the
Supreme Court, con-
testing the Election
Commission of India's
(ECI) directive for a
Special Intensive X
Revision (SIR) of elec-
toral rolls in the state. §
The petition, submitted ¢
by R.S. Bharathi, a
party leader and for-
mer Rajya Sabha MP, =
accuses the move as "arbitrary,
unreasonable, and violative of the
Constitution”.Filed under Article
32 of the Constitution, the plea
seeks to annul the ECI's order
from October 27. This order
extended the SIR process—ini-
tially started in Bihar in June—to
several states, including Tamil
Nadu, Gujarat, Kerala, and Uttar
-

* Pradesh. The petition argues that

if these orders remain unchal-
lenged, they could unjustly disen-

franchise millions of voters.The

DMK's plea claims that the ECI's
decision breaches Articles 14, 19,
21, 325, and 326 of the
Constitution. It also contravenes
provisions of the Representation
of the People Act, 1950 and the

Registration of
Electors Rules, 1960.
The petition describes
this exercise as "a
colourable exercise of
power", likening it to a
« "de facto National

't Register of Citizens
(NRC)" by imposing

41, citizenship-like proof
@@ burdens on registered
LML voters."The

l.d Respondent (Election

= EREEEE Commission of India)

does not have the

power to assess the citizenship of

individuals... By imposing citi-
zenship-like burdens of proof, the
SIR appears to be acting beyond
its statutory purpose,” states the
plea, according to a report in the
IANS. It further notes that Tamil
Nadu had already completed a
Special Summary Revision of its
electoral rolls in January 2025.
- H =



ocking Story: 39

As we had reported earlier in the day
today, a horrifying bus crash that hap-
pened at the Chevella Highway has cre- ©
ated a bloodbath. As many as 24 victims
have died in this accident and there’s an
insane amount of horrifying stories
associated with the same.Now it is
being established that three sisters J#4
belonging to the same family have ¢
sadly passed away in this accident, and
here is a look into the story.The 3
deceased sisters are Nandini, Sai Priya

What A Story: Indian Sehoo
Friends Become Millionaires!

In what could be considered an extremely remarkable story, a trio of
Indian friends have become millionaires and here’s a look into their
story.Indian-American friends Adarsh Hiremath and Surya Midha have
become the world’s youngest self-made billionaires at just 22, accord-
ing to reports.Along with their high school friend Brendan Foody, they
co-founded Mercor, an Al-driven recruitment startup based in San
Francisco. The company connects employers with developers using
advanced Al matching technology.The trio, who met at Bellarmine
College Preparatory in San Jose, launched Mercor while still in college.
After its rapid success, Adarsh dropped out of Harvard University, and
Surya left Georgetown University to focus fully on building the com-
pany.Mercor recently raised around $350 million, valuing the firm at
nearly $10 billion, a milestone that turned the young founders into bil-
lionaires on paper.Mercor’s innovative approach to automating global
hiring has attracted major investors and placed the founders in global
headlines. Their story has inspired many young entrepreneurs world-
wide, showing how innovation, risk-taking, and a focus on Al technol-
ogy can create massive opportunities.Although some experts point out
that startup valuations may fluctuate, the rise of Hiremath and Midha
stands as a symbol of the growing influence of Indian-origin talent in
the global tech and business landscape.
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In the recent past, we have
been hearing several fertili-
ties involving the Telugu
community in the United
States and we have another |
shocking addition to the list |
in the form of the passing of |&
a Telugu student.A tragic
incident has shocked the
Telugu community in the
United States. Sai Nithin, a
29-year-old student from
Vijayawada, died of a sudden cardiac arrest in his sleep in Lima, a
remote area near Houston, Texas. Reports say the young man col-
lapsed after falling from his bed around 3:30 AM.Sai Nithin had
recently completed his Master’s degree in Computer Science from
Lamar University and was staying in the U.S. on OPT and preparing
to begin his professional career. His untimely death has left family,
friends, and fellow students heartbroken.Nithin was the only son of a
single mother in Vijayawada, who is now facing immense emotional
and financial distress. The Telugu community in Houston has stepped
forward to help, raising funds to send his mortal remains back to
India for final rites.This heartbreaking incident has once again high-
lighted the growing health concerns among young students living
abroad under academic and work-related stress.

205060 5 - 11 - 2025

Noide

. Tandur.

Atter O

Noida,
gripped Noida's Mark Hospital
located in Sector 66 after two
consecutive explosions in the

November 4: Panic

oxygen pipeline of Mark
Hospital left patients and staff
terrified. The shocking back-to-
back blasts, reported on Sunday
and Monday, have now forced
authorities to seal the hospital
and suspend its licence.
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grief.

According to
health officials,
the first blast
occurred around
noon on Sunday,
triggered by a
suspected short
circuit near the
4@l ICU on the
ground floor of
the 49-bed hospi-
tal. Barely 24
| hours later, the
B4 second explosion
rocked the facility on Monday
evening, sending shockwaves
through the area and sparking
immediate evacuation
efforts.Within minutes, teams led
by Chief Medical Officer Dr.
Narendra Kumar, Deputy CMO
Dr. Chandan Soni, and Health
Department Advisor Shweta
Khurana reached the scene to
take control of the
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om Same Family Die In Chevelia

. and Thanusha were the daughters
of Yellaiah Goud and Ambika,
who runs a private travel agency in
The couple has four
daughters and one son.Their eldest
daughter, Anusha, was recently
% married on October 17. The sec-
ond daughter, Thanusha, was pur-
suing an MBA, while the third
daughter, Sai Priya, was in her
final year of degree at Koti
Women’s College in Hyderabad.

Hopial

The youngest, Nandini, was a first-year
degree student.On Sunday morning, the
three sisters were supposed to return to
their hostel in Hyderabad by train, but
they missed the train. Their father then
dropped them at the Tandur RTC bus
stand and were travelling on this
Hyderabad-bound bus.Just days after
joyfully celebrating their elder sister’s
wedding, tragedy struck the family,
plunging them into deep sorrow and

LSPENGE
)

situation.Patients, many of them
in critical condition, were rushed
out of the hospital amid chaos
and confusion. Several were
shifted to Kailash Hospital and
Om Hospital, officials said. One
patient continues to be in inten-
sive care, while two others have
been referred to Delhi for treat-
ment.Terming the incident a seri-
ous case of negligence, DCMO
Dr. Soni confirmed that the hos-
pital's licence has been suspend-
ed. "The management failed to
ensure basic safety protocols
despite the first blast,” he said,
adding that a joint committee has
been constituted to investigate
the cause of the repeated explo-
sions.What was meant to be a
place of healing turned into a
danger zone twice in two days -
leaving residents shaken and
questions mounting over hospital
safety standards in the city.

BMC Poll Dates Expected at 4 PM:
ection Commission to Holq Press Mest

The Maharashtra
Election Commission is
expected to announce the
much-awaited dates for
the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation
(BMC) and other local
body elections at 4 PM
on Tuesday. State
Election Commissioner
Dinesh Waghmare will
address a press confer-
ence in Mumbai to make
the official declaration,
ending months of specu-
lation over the poll schedule.
The announcement comes amid
political tensions, with opposi-
tion parties demanding a delay
in the polls over alleged irregu-
larities in the voter list being
used for the elections. The list,
updated as of July 1, has been
accused of containing duplicate
and bogus entries. The Shiv Sena
(UBT) has gone a step further,

claiming it will approach the
court with evidence of discrep-
ancies. However, election offi-
cials noted that once the poll
schedule is announced, judicial
intervention may be limited, as
the election process would be in
motion.Adding to the political
heat, senior NCP leader Dilip
Walse Patil created a stir on
November 3 when he claimed

that the Zilla Parishad
elections could be
held on December 15
and municipal corpo-
ration polls on
January 15 - even
before the Election

- Commission made

- any official announce-
ment.Walse Patil, a
key leader of the Ajit
Pawar-led NCP fac-
tion, which is part of
the BJP-led Mahayuti
government, said that
the Supreme Court had set
January 31, 2026, as the final
deadline for completing all local
body elections."As per my infor-
mation, the Zilla Parishad elec-
tions could be held on December
15 and civic polls on January
15. The entire election process
will conclude before January
31," Walse Patil stated in a video
that has since gone viral.
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