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The Digha Assembly constltuency In Patna IS witness-
ing a fierce multi-cornered contest in the 2025 Bihar
Assembly elections. This urban seat, dominated by
upper-caste and middle-class voters, is crucial for the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) to maintain its influence
in the state capital. In the 2020 Assembly elections,
Sanjiv Chaurasia of BJP emerged victorious with
97,318 votes, securing 57.09% of the total. He defeated
CPI(ML)(L)'s Shashi Yadav, who garnered 51,084
votes or 29.97%. Despite this decisive win, voter
turnout was low at 36.99%, highlighting urban voter
apathy.Dr. Sanjiv Chaurasia is once again representing
BJP. Known for his clean image and active role in civic
projects, he aims to leverage his development record
and strong party network. Meanwhile, RJD has intro-
duced Divya Gautam, a young activist focusing on
youth empowerment and education reform to attract
first-time voters.The Janata Dal (United) and Congress
have yet to announce their candidates. However, JDU
might field Rajeev Ranjan Prasad closer to the nomina-
tion deadline. Other contenders include Ritesh Ranjan
Singh from JSP, Prabhakar Singh from BSP, and Pranjal
Singh from The Plurals Party.Digha's electorate com-
prises upper castes like Bhumihar and Brahmin, OBCs
such as Yadavs and Kurmis, Scheduled Castes, and a
small Muslim minority. With nearly 70-80% urban vot-
ers, issues like infrastructure and employment take
precedence over traditional caste dynamics.The BJP
benefits from upper-caste consolidation while RJD and
CPI(ML)(L) focus on mobilizing OBCs, SCs, and
youth segments. CPI(ML)(L) holds sway in working-
class areas through local issue-based campaigns.The
election narrative in Digha centres around urban devel-
opment and job creation. \Voters express concerns over
poor drainage systems, traffic congestion, road damage,
water supply issues, and waterlogging.Youth unem-
ployment is another pressing issue with demands for
vocational training centres and skill development pro-
grams to boost local job opportunities. Law enforce-
ment concerns like women's safety and pollution man-
agement are also prevalent topics among
residents.Digha differs from neighbouring Bankipur
despite both being Patna constituencies with strong BJP
presence. Bankipur is historic with traditional Kayastha
voters while Digha is a newly urbanized area blending
high-rise apartments with semi-rural pockets.In 2020
elections both seats saw low voter turnout below 37%,
yet BJP's Nitin Nabin in Bankipur along with Sanjiv
Chaurasia in Digha secured clear victories. The chal-
lenge now lies in maintaining momentum amid grow-
ing dissatisfaction over civic neglect.Sanjiv Chaurasia
enjoys a positive reputation for accessibility according
to reports from MyNeta India Today Deccan Herald but
youth-driven campaigns by RJD CPI(ML)(L) add com-
petition energy to race.Urban issues overshadow caste
politics making Digha's election a test of governance
credibility versus generational change. While BJP leads
shifts among young first-time voters could affect mar-
gins setting future urban contest tone Bihar.
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Can Prashant Kishor Be a Game-
anger in Bihar? Amit S

b Yol

Ahead the Bihar Assembly
elections Union Home Minister
Amit Shah emphasised the
importance of taking all politi-
cal parties seriously, including
Prashant  Kishor's  newly
formed Jan Suraaj Party.
Despite this, he expressed con-
fidence that the National
Democratic Alliance (NDA)
would achieve a decisive victo-
ry in the state.In an interview
with India Today TV, Shah stat-
ed, "Every party and every per-
son should be taken seriously
during elections. There are
1,550 parties in India. A new
party has been formed, which
Is the Jan Suraaj Party. And out
of 151 parties, 22 parties are
contesting the elections in
Bihar. I want to say that over
160 seats will go to the NDA
and the remaining seats will be
divided among 22 other par-
ties."Shah confidently predict-

Mo g i

ed a "clear and com-
fortable victory" for
the NDA as Bihar
approaches its first
phase of polling on
November 6. He
assured that the
alliance is well-posi-
tioned to win more
than 160 seats in the
state. When asked
about both BJP and
JD(U)'s performance,
he affirmed that their strike
rates would be equal.
Reflecting on his campaign
efforts, Shah mentioned his fre-
quent visits to Bihar over
recent months. He highlighted
his interactions with local peo-
ple, party representatives, and
workers as evidence of strong
support for BJP and NDA. He
believes this support will trans-
late into a significant victory
for them.Discussing employ-
ment opportunities, Shah out-
lined plans for creating jobs
through government initiatives,
private sector involvement, and
self-employment schemes. He
noted that infrastructure devel-
opment under Modi's leader-
ship has laid a strong founda-
tion for industrial growth in
Bihar.Shah highlighted Bihar's
progress in various sectors:
"Bihar now ranks first in
ethanol production... The fer-

RESpon(s

tiliser plant in Barauni has
started operations... Nine
industrial estates have been
developed.” These develop-
ments aim to boost employ-
ment and economic growth.
Addressing criticism from the
Opposition regarding BJP's
portrayal of "Jungle Raj," Shah
criticised Rashtriya Janata Dal
(RJID). He questioned Tejashwi
Yadav's leadership within RJD
while asserting that Lalu
Prasad Yadav remains influen-
tial as party chief.Shah warned
against RJD's return to power:
"If they come to power, Jungle
Raj will return." He claimed
that Bihar has been free from
such chaos due to RJD not
being in power for two
decades.Looking ahead, Shah
mentioned plans for promoting
cottage industries and agricul-
ture-linked enterprises through
cooperatives. A detailed plan
will be prepared after forming
a new government to determine
employment opportunities
from industries and necessary
government jobs.The second
phase of polling is scheduled
for November 11 with results
expected on November 14. As
anticipation builds around
these elections, all eyes remain
on how NDA performs amidst
challenges posed by emerging
parties like Jan Suraaj.

Navi Mumoal Airnort Naming Row: Hion Caurt
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The Bombay High Court
has declined to entertain a
Public Interest Litigation
(PIL) seeking a directive
to rename the Navi

Mumbai International
Airport after the Ilate
Loknete Dinkar Balu’®

(D.B.) Patil. A division |
bench comprising Chief
Justice Shree Chandr
ashekhar and Justice
Gautam Ankhad ruled
that naming or renaming
public projects lies entirely
within  the administrative
domain of the government, and
the court cannot intervene or
issue directions in such mat-
ters.The PIL, filed by the
Prakashjhot Samajik Sanstha,
aimed to expedite the
Maharashtra government's pro-
posal to name the airport in
honor of D.B. Patil - a leader
known for his pivotal role in
Navi Mumbai's development
and advocacy for project-
affected residents. The peti-
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renaming could lead to public
unrest.However, the court clar-
ified that the Ministry of Civil
Aviation is the competent
authority for approving such
decisions. It further observed
that a proposal by the state
government merely expresses
intent and does not create an
enforceable obligation. The
bench noted that the petitioner
failed to demonstrate any legal
right that would compel the
authorities to act upon the pro-

tioner argued that the delay in

DIL, Faonavis Confirms D.B, Patil Name
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posal.Meanwhile,
Maharashtra Chief
Minister Devendra
Fadnavis has confirmed
that the airport will be

officially named
"Loknete D.B. Patil
Navi Mumbai

International Airport,"”

acknowledging the

widespread public senti-

' ment and Patil's legacy

in the region. The cen-

~ tral government is cur-
rently reviewing its policy on
naming major infrastructure
projects, with final approval
expected shortly.The naming
issue has been politically sensi-
tive, drawing strong emotions
and protests from local groups
demanding timely action.
While the High Court has
refrained from issuing any
legal directive, administrative
and political processes to
honor D.B. Patil's contribu-
tions through the airport's nam-
ing are actively underway.
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Mamdani's triumph is in many ways a textbook case of insurgent
politics rising at exactly the right moment. A 34-year-old self-
described democratic socialist, the Queens-based state assembly
member emerged from relative obscurity and built momentum by
tapping into two overlapping currents: economic frustration and
identity politics.First, his agenda hit a strong chord with voters fac-
ing cost-of-living pressures in New York. His campaign promises-
tax the millionaires to fund expanded social programmes, freeze
rents on rent-stabilised units, make buses free, universal childcare-
spoke directly to the city's affordability crisis. As noted in polling
and commentary, Mamdani's campaign "married economic justice
with moral clarity” and offered a rare progressive blueprint in US
urban politics.Second, his identity and narrative mattered. As a
Muslim of Indian origin born in Uganda, he stood as a symbol of
change in a city whose diversity is both its asset and its challenge.
Observers have pointed out that his decision to own his identity-
rather than shy away from it-became an asset, particularly in a
moment when right-wing populism and anti-immigrant rhetoric
were ascendant.Third, he navigated the mechanics of New York
politics effectively: ranked-choice voting, grassroots organising,
small-dollar donations, and a clever message of hope and affilia-
tion ("In this moment of darkness, New York will be the light"). By
contrast, his opponent, the establishment figure Andrew Cuomo,
carried baggage, including legacy scandals, and was portrayed as
the candidate of the billionaire class.Finally, the backdrop of
national politics likely helped. In the era of Trump-style national-
ism and anti-immigrant sentiment, Mamdani offered a counternar-
rative: a progressive, immigrant-rooted, inclusive vision of the
city. Public commentary suggests that his campaign "answers" the
moment of Trump-era politics with an alternative.The clash
between Mamdani and Trump is not merely personal; it's symbol-
ic. At one pole is Trump's nationalism, anti-immigrant rhetoric, his
threats to use federal funding as leverage against cities whose lead-
ership he opposes. At the other pole is Mamdani's immigrant back-
ground, his progressive agenda, his promise to "stand up for all
New Yorkers including immigrants."Trump inserted himself into
the mayoral contest-endorsing Cuomo, warning that if Mamdani
won the city might lose federal funds. Thus, Mamdani's win isn't
just a local story- it becomes a test of the broader fault lines in
American politics: centre-left urbanism vs. right-wing populism;
global-city liberalism vs. nationalist retrenchment. Commentary in
The Washington Post framed it as "Mamdani's global city clashes
with Trump's nationalist project."Coalition governance. While he
surged by energising younger, more progressive, immigrant and
working-class voters, some commentary highlighted gaps in his
coalition: among Black voters, among women voters, even among
Hispanic voters his support was weaker in some polls. Governing
will require reaching beyond his base and managing competing
interests in the city's complex mosaic.Budgetary and policy real-
ism. His promised policies-free buses, universal childcare, large
affordable-housing targets, higher taxes on the wealthy-will test
the limits of municipal budgets and state/federal cooperation.
Some critics are already pushing back: for example, an editorial
criticized his free-bus plan as naive and potentially costly. That
pressure will be real.Federal stage and funding risks. Here we
come to the heart of the Trump dimension: if Trump pursues the
threat to cut federal funds to a city governed by an ideological
opponent, Mamdani will face constrained resources. According to
Reuters coverage, New York receives approximately $7.4 billion a
year in federal support-or about 6.4 % of its budget. A reduction
would force hard trade-offs.External hostility & identity dynamics.
The post-primary surge in Islamophobic and anti-immigrant posts
pointed to a hostile environment. Managing and combating bigotry
while trying to govern effectively will be part of the job.Internal
party tensions and public expectations. Some Democrats them-
selves are cautious about his brand of politics- wondering whether
his win signals the future of the party or a one-off. He will need to
show that his movement can govern, not just protest.This is the lit-
mus test. On one side, Trump's threats to withhold federal support
if Mamdani won were explicit. He described that "it would be
highly unlikely" the city would receive more than the "very mini-
mum as required.” On the other side, practical considerations may
constrain total federal-funding cuts: cities rely on federal pro-
grams, public-safety grants, infrastructure funds; wholesale with-
holding could provoke legal, political and economic blow-
back.But the risk is clear: even a partial withholding or delay in
funds would limit the leeway Mamdani will have in implementing
his agenda. Given his ambitious policy proposals, he may find
himself constrained and forced to make trade-offs earlier than
expected. If Trump uses federal funding as leverage, Mamdani's
claim that "the city that gave rise to him [Trump] can defeat him"
will be tested in harsh fiscal reality.Zohran Mamdani's victory is
historic- on multiple fronts. It shows how a progressive, immi-
grant-rooted candidate in the world's largest city can harness grass-
roots momentum and challenge both local establishment power
and national populist currents. But history is in the past; gover-
nance is now. Whether Mamdani can turn bold ideas into effective
policy, navigate fiscal constraints, build broad coalitions, and
withstand federal pressure (perhaps from Trump) will determine
whether this win becomes a lasting shift or a partial flashpoint.In
many ways, his ascendancy signals a new phase in American urban
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At least six people lost their
lives in a tragic train accident
at Chunar Railway Station in
Mirzapur, Uttar Pradesh, on
Wednesday morning. The vic-
tims, who had arrived for the
Kartik Purnima bath, were
struck by the Kalka-Howrah
Express after disembarking on
the wrong side of the plat-
form, Hindustan Times report-
ed. According to a statement
from Indian Railways, "Train

HF

an Accigent: 6 KIl
el

no 13309
(Chopan -
Prayagraj
z Express)
' arrived at
1 Chunar

' Station
Platform 4
o (in Uttar
Pradesh).
Some pas-
SEC4. sengers
N B got down
L4 on the
| wrong side
and were trespassing from the
main line while Foot Over
Bridge is available. Train no
12311 (Netaji Express) was
through from main line. As
reported, 3-4 passengers were
run over by Train no 12311
(Netaji Express) at Chunar
Main," the statement read, as
guoted by ANI.Police person-
nel were deployed to the site
iImmediately, and relief and
rescue operations were
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Boqus Votes InHaryana, D

Rahul Gandhi, a
prominent Congress
leader, recently criti-
cised the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) for
allegedly manipulating
the Haryana assembly
election results. In a
press conference, he
accused them of steal-
ing 25 lakh votes,
including 5.21 lakh
duplicate voters,

93,174 invalid voters,
and 19.26 lakh bulk
voters. He claimed that
one in eight voters on
the electoral list was fake."We
have the word 'H' Files and this
is about how an entire state has
been stolen," Rahul stated. He
suggested that this issue wasn't
isolated to individual constituen-
cies but was happening at both
state and national levels.
According to him, complaints
from Haryana candidates indi-
cated something was amiss as
their predictions were complete-
ly off.Rahul Gandhi further
accused the Election
Commission and BJP of con-
spiring to turn Congress's

expected landslide victory into a
defeat. "I want the young peo-
ple, GenZ of India to understand
this clearly because this is about
your future,” he said. He empha-
sised that his claims were
backed by solid evidence.He
expressed confidence that a plan
was executed to alter the elec-
tion outcome against Congress's
favour. Rahul mentioned that
exit polls had predicted a
Congress win in Haryana, which
did not materialise due to
alleged tampering.During the
press conference, Rahul Gandhi
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launched. The railway admin-
istration has initiated an inves-
tigation into the incident.Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
expressed condolences to the
families of the deceased and
directed senior officials to
oversee the rescue efforts. He
also instructed SDRF and
NDRF teams to assist and
ensure that the injured receive
timely medical care.The
Mirzapur tragedy comes just a
day after a deadly train colli-
sion near Bilaspur railway sta-
tion in Chhattisgarh, where a
passenger train rammed into a
stationary goods train. At least
11 have been killed in the
incident and left 20 others
injured.The Bilaspur crash
occurred around 4 p.m. on
Tuesday when the MEMU
(Mainline Electric Multiple
Unit) train travelling from
Gevra to Bilaspur overshot a
red signal and collided with

the freight train.

highlighted an
unusual incident
involving a woman
who voted multiple
times under differ-
ent names. This
woman, identified
as a Brazilian
model, reportedly
cast her vote 22
times at 10 differ-
ent polling booths
using various alias-
es like Seema,
Sweety, Saraswati,
Rashmi, and
Vilma."Who is this
lady? What is her name? Where
does she come from?" Rahul
questioned while revealing these
details. The revelation raised
concerns about voter fraud and
manipulation during the elec-
tions. The Congress leader also
mentioned past experiences in
states like Madhya Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, and Maharashtra
where similar issues were sus-
pected. However, they chose to
focus on Haryana for detailed
investigation due to numerous
complaints received from their
candidates there.
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