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The cost of ecological neglect

No longer confined to ecology alone, the fight for
nature has become a fight for national resilience,
economic stability, and public safety. With
ecosystems under strain and communities increas-
ingly vulnerable, safeguarding the environment is
not an option — it’s a necessity for survivalAs the
World observed “World Environment Day” on
June 5, the message of this yearly event holds
deeper meaning for India than ever before. With
the nation grappling with an increase in extreme
weather events, environmental degradation, and
climate-related threats, the need for ecological
preservation has evolved into a concern that
extends beyond ecological issues to encompass
national security and resilience. This year, as
communities throughout India face a fresh wave
of disasters, ranging from catastrophic floods in
the Northeast to heatwaves scorching the plains
and landslides in the fragile Himalayan region, it
is evident that safeguarding the environment is no
longer a choice. It is essential for preserving lives,
livelihoods, and the wvery fabric of
development.India has a profound connection to
nature. More than 60 per cent of our population
relies directly on forests, rivers, coasts, and agri-
cultural land for their daily necessities. These
ecosystems offer more than mere resources —
they serve as a buffer against disasters. Forests
absorb rainfall and diminish the likelihood of
landslides. Wetlands and lakes retain excess rain-
water and help avert floods. Mangroves protect
coastal communities from cyclones and rising
storm waters.However, over the past few decades,
environmental degradation has quietly but power-
fully become a key driver of disasters. When
these ecosystems are harmed through deforesta-
tion, pollution, urban development, encroach-
ment, or mining, their ability to defend us dimin-
ishes. Floods become more prevalent. Landslides
become more severe. Cyclones wreak greater
havoc. Often, hazards that could have been man-
aged escalate into major calamities solely because
nature’s safeguards have been eroded.Consider

One Hun

We owe it to our legends and to the next
generation, to make Indian hockey the
pride it once was and promise it holds for
the future. Let us commit ourselves to this
cause with heart and soulAs we mark a
hundred glorious years of hockey in India,
it is not merely a celebration of a sport, but
a tribute to a national passion that has
inspired generations, unified a diverse
nation, and brought global recognition to
our country. Hockey is not just India’s
national sport-it is the heartbeat of millions
who have lived its magic, felt its pulse, and
witnessed its glory. From the golden era of
Olympic triumphs to the modern-day
resurgence, Indian hockey’s journey is one
of resilience, reinvention, and relentless
pursuit of excellence.

From Grassroots to Global Glory

India’s tryst with hockey began in earnest
in the early 20th century, but it was in
1928, at the Amsterdam Olympics, that we
truly announced our arrival on the world
stage. That victory was the beginning of a
golden streak-India clinched six consecu-
tive Olympic gold medals from 1928 to
1956, a feat unmatched in the annals of
sporting history. Our team was revered not
only for its winning streak but also for the
artistry, elegance, and dominance it
brought to the turf Legends such as Jaipal
Singh Munda, Dhyan Chand, KD Singh
Babu and Balbir Singh Sr became house-
hold names. Dhyan Chand, especially,
earned the moniker “The Wizard of
Hockey,” enchanting spectators with his
stick work and cementing India’s place as
the sport’s superpower.The baton was car-
ried forward by stalwarts like Gurbakhsh
Singh, Ajit Pal Singh, Mohammad Shahid,
Uttam Singh, Ashok Kumar, Michael
Kindo, and V Bhaskaran-each contributing
to India’s continued dominance in global
competitions, especially until the early
1980s.However, like every great journey,

urban flooding as an illustration. Cities like
Bengaluru, Chennai, and Mumbai have experi-
enced catastrophic floods, not just due to heavy
rainfall but also because of inadequate planning-
clogged drains, encroached lakes, missing wet-
lands, and diminished green spaces. In Joshimath,
Uttarakhand, the land began to sink as a result of
excessive construction in an ecologically sensi-
tive area, illustrating the consequences of devel-
opment that disregard nature’s
limitations.Climate change is increasingly exacer-
bating the severity of disasters. India is witnessing
unprecedented temperature highs. In 2024, certain
regions in Rajasthan and Delhi exceeded 49
degrees Celsius, resulting in heat-related fatalities
and water shortages. The Himalayas are warming
at a rate faster than the global average, leading to
accelerated glacier melting and the formation of
unstable glacial lakes that could overflow and
inundate the valleys below. The Arabian Sea, pre-
viously more tranquil than the Bay of Bengal, is
now generating more powerful cyclones like
Biparjoy and Tauktae. In agriculture, erratic or
delayed monsoon seasons are negatively impact-
ing crops and farmer revenues. States such as
Bihar, Punjab, and Madhya Pradesh are facing
challenges with crop losses stemming from
unseasonal rainfall or prolonged dry spells.
Coastal erosion is encroaching on land in Odisha,
West Bengal, and Tamil Nadu, exacerbated by the
loss of mangroves and sand extraction.The World
Meteorological Organisation reported that from
1970 to 2019, weather and water-related disasters
claimed the lives of over two million individuals
globally, with a significant portion in nations like
India. Droughts, storms, floods, and extreme tem-
peratures inflicted the most damage. Not all disas-
ters are exclusively natural — many are intensi-
fied by human behaviour. When we construct
flood zones, deforest land, dump waste into
waterways, or neglect safety regulations in hilly
regions, we elevate our vulnerability. In Chennai,
lakes and wetlands have been filled to make way

for buildings, resulting in more severe flooding.
In Mumbai, mangroves have been cleared for
development, leaving the city more susceptible to
intense storm surges. Even after a disaster occurs,
inadequate waste management and pollution can
lead to long-lasting damage. Following the 2004
tsunami and recent cyclones, debris containing
hazardous materials and plastics contaminated the
ocean and harmed marine ecosystems, adversely
affecting the fishing communities that rely on
them.The positive aspect is that safeguarding
nature simultaneously safeguards our well-being.
Healthy ecosystems diminish disaster risks and
enable communities to recover more swiftly.
Forests help slow water runoff, thereby mitigating
floods and replenishing groundwater. Wetlands
can absorb excess rainfall, lessening the impact of
floods. Mangroves dissipate the power of waves
and winds, protecting lives and properties during
cyclones. Following Cyclone Phailin in 2013, the
Odisha Government prioritised the replanting of
mangroves along its coastline, which subsequent-
ly minimised damage from future storms. In
Guwahati, restoring wetlands and enhancing
drainage has reduced urban flooding. These
instances illustrate nature-based solutions, lever-
aging ecosystems to manage disasters.India has
established several robust policies to tackle cli-
mate and environmental challenges. The National
Action Plan on Climate Change includes initia-
tives focusing on water management, sustainable
agriculture, and green urban development. Most
states have developed their own State Action
Plans on Climate Change. The National Disaster
Management Plan provides guidelines addressing
climate risks and the protection of ecosystems.
Government programs like MGNREGA have
facilitated efforts such as tree planting, water con-
servation, and soil safeguarding. However, poli-
cies documented must translate into meaningful
actions on the ground. Frequently, Environmental
Impact Assessments are conducted hastily, lead-
ing to large projects receiving approvals without

adequate precautions. Planning should incorpo-
rate long-range considerations, climate risks, and
local ecological constraints.Genuine progress
occurs when local communities take an active
role. In Nagaland, community-managed forests
have proven more effective than Government —
led initiatives. In Sikkim, the adoption of organic
farming has enhanced soil health and cultivated
sustainable agricultural practices. Throughout
India, women, tribal communities, and youth are
spearheading numerous small yet impactful envi-
ronmental initiatives, including waste manage-
ment and water conservation. Technology also
serves as a vital asset. Satellite imagery, remote
sensing, and GIS are instrumental in monitoring
floods, droughts, and Iland alterations.
Organisations like the India Meteorological
Department and ISRO are already improving
early warning systems. However, for lives to be
saved, this crucial information must be communi-
cated promptly, in local languages, and through
accessible channels such as mobile alerts, radio
broadcasts, and local volunteers.We must recog-
nise that a resilient India can only emerge when
we prioritise environmental conservation in our
development strategies. Governments need to
enhance their planning processes. Companies
ought to operate responsibly. Educational institu-
tions and media must work to raise awareness.
Citizens should take action by planting trees, pre-
serving water sources, minimising waste, and
demanding accountability. International coopera-
tion is also essential. India should continue advo-
cating for climate justice, green financing, and
technological assistance from developed coun-
tries. Disasters transcend borders; thus, solutions
must be exchanged globally.On this World
Environment Day, let us contemplate this funda-
mental reality: disasters are not solely influenced
by natural forces but are also a result of our treat-
ment of nature. Protecting the environment serves
as our most effective defence against climate
change. It also represents the most valuable inher-

dred Years of Indian Hockey

ours too met with challenges. The 1980s
marked a turning point as the global game
underwent modernisation. With the intro-
duction of Turf, hockey shifted from the
traditional natural grass to synthetic sur-
faces. Unfortunately, India lagged in
adapting to this transformation. The infra-
structural gap, lack of access to turf facili-
ties, and inadequate grassroots programs
began to affect our performance. Where
once we outplayed the world with finesse,

we found ourselves struggling to adapt to |-

the new pace and style of the game.
Despite valiant efforts from players like
Pargat Singh, MM Somaiya, and the
dynamic Dhanraj Pillai, we were no longer
the undisputed kings of world
hockey.Thanks to the visionary collabora-
tion between Hockey India, the Sports
Authority of India (SAI), the Ministry of
Youth Affairs and Sports, and the unwa-
vering support of the current Odisha Chief
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi, Sports
Minister Surya Banshi, And of course, the
larger role played by the dynamic leader
former Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik.
World-class stadiums like the Kalinga
Stadium in Bhubaneswar and the Birsa
Munda Stadium in Rourkela have hosted
some of the biggest hockey tournaments
on the planet. The state has set a bench-
mark in sports development, combining
infrastructure, athlete welfare, and grass-
roots training into a holistic model. This
sustained investment bore fruit when India
won the Bronze medal at the 2020 Tokyo
Olympics (held in 2021 due to the pan-
demic) — a moment of redemption that
rekindled national pride. After a 41-year
drought, our team stood once again on the
Olympic podium, reminding the world of
India’s enduring hockey legacy. As we
step into the second century of Indian
hockey, the future holds immense prom-
ise-if we act with foresight, unity, and pur-

and attract commercial investment.

O

pose
Development: To sustain success, we must
expand and revamp our grassroots pro-
grams. This involves establishing state-

level academies, collaborating with
schools and rural sports centres, and estab-
lishing hockey hubs across every region of
the country. Talent is abundant in India; we
simply need to nurture it with the right
training and exposure.

(if) Scaling Coaching Infrastructure: We
need to train the trainers. A robust national
coaching framework, with access to inter-
national techniques, performance analyt-
ics, and modern fitness protocols, is vital.
Certified coaching courses and regular
upskilling for trainers must become the
norm.

(iii) Setting Up the “India A’: Establishing
a pipeline of talent is crucial. A structured
‘India A’ team will bridge the gap between
junior and senior levels, offering competi-
tive exposure to emerging stars.
Simultaneously, under-15 national squads
will allow us to groom prodigies from an
early age and provide consistent mentoring
and support.

(iv) Revitalising the Hockey India League
(HIL): The Hockey India League has
immense potential to popularise the sport,
create professional pathways for athletes,

Sifengtheniﬁ‘g' ‘Grassroots

Reviving and marketing the league
effectively, drawing fans, sponsors,
and media, can turn hockey into a
commercially viable ecosystem, ben-
efiting players, coaches, administra-
'«1- tors, and the game at large.
"l (v) Monetisation and Commercial
Growth: Hockey must move from
[being an emotional pursuit to a sus-
~ |tainable profession. With the right
|branding, corporate tie-ups, and
|broadcast partnerships, we can bring
~|value to all stakeholders involved.
This includes creating job opportuni-
ties, player endorsements, and incentivised
career paths.
(vi) Infrastructure Expansion: We must
democratise access to world-class facili-
ties. Every state capital should host at least
one international-standard turf and a net-
work of training pitches in rural belts. A
dedicated National Hockey Development
Fund could drive this expansion with sup-
port from the private sector.
(vii) Digital and Analytical Integration:
Modern hockey thrives on data. By inte-
grating performance analytics, injury pre-
vention tools, virtual coaching modules,
and Al-driven insights, we can give our
teams a competitive edge and bring our
methods on par with the best in the world.
As | reflect on the centenary of Indian
hockey, not just as a former player but as
someone who lives and breathes this
game, | am filled with hope.The pride of
the past, the passion of the present, and the
promise of the future are all aligned in a
unique moment of opportunity. We owe it
to our legends, to our current heroes, and
to the next generation, to make Indian
hockey not just a tale of nostalgia but a
future of sustained excellence. Let us com-
mit ourselves to this cause with heart,
vision, and unity.
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As we had been sadly reporting in
the last few months, the number of
antisocial and fatalities against the
Indian population in the United
States has been a constant rise.A
tragic incident has once again
shaken the Telugu community in
the United States. Another young
Telugu student named Anvesh
Sarapalli lost his life in a devastat-
ing fire accident in New York,
highlighting growing concerns
about the safety of Indian students
living abroad.The victim, Anvesh
who had moved to the US with
dreams of higher education and a
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den fire broke out at his resi-
dence.According to initial
reports, the fire erupted late at
night, leaving very little time 6@.

for those inside the building Go
to react. Emergency services
rushed to the spot and man-
aged to control the blaze, but
by then the student had
- already suffered severe
injuries.Despite efforts by
medical teams, he could not
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down.The country’s largest airline
had earlier paused pilot hiring due
to multiple challenges, including
aircraft groundings and supply
chain issues related to engine avail-
ability. With conditions gradually
stabilizing, IndiGo is now moving
ahead with plans to strengthen its
cockpit crew.According to industry
sources, the airline has reopened
applications primarily for experi-
enced pilots on its Airbus A320

be saved. The exact cause of the
fire is still under investigation, and
authorities are examining whether
it was triggered by an electrical
short  circuit or  another
accident. The news has left the vic-
tim’s family and friends in deep
shock and grief. Back in India, his
parents are struggling to come to
terms with the sudden loss of their
son, who had gone abroad with
hopes and aspirations. Members of
the Telugu diaspora in the US have
expressed condolences and are
reportedly extending support to
help the family with formalities

One of the biggest crisis in the history of Indian
airlines happened when Indigo crew decided to
stop operations abruptly. This is creating a new
panic situation among the Indian travel commu-
nity, while doubts are being raised about the effi-
ciency of the operations.IndiGo Airlines has once
again begun recruiting pilots, signaling a positive

promising career, died after a sud- and arrangements.
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One of the leading global entrepreneurs, Elon Musk is
entering the Indian market with the satellite Wi-Fi
delivery company Starlink. While this company is
already in operation and several parts of the globe and
successfully running in 10s of countries, it is entering
the Indian market now.In his recent interview, Elon
commented that he is very excited about starting the
operations of this satellite Wi-Fi provider in India, and
he is now hopeful of substantiating the operations in
the domestic market.The latest developments are sug-
gesting that Starlink will come with 100 percent up
time, meaning there will be no connectivity or buffer-
ing errors, no matter which part of the country it is
being operated from.This is great news for frequent
travellers and the people in the remote region, consid-
ering that the company is promising nearly hundred
percent up time.When it comes to the pricing
prospect, this is where things are getting interesting
and Starlink must start to be more effective and effi-
cient in this regard.

Crucial financial and regulatory stuff associated with
this connection include

- 34,000 hardware cost(one time)

-8,600/month for unlimited data

- 30-day trial

It works in all weather conditions and is a satellite-
based internet service by SpaceX, unlike regular fibre
networks. This could very well be a game changer
when it comes to the network delivery and opera-
tions.But considering the otherwise economical
options that are available domestic with Jio and Airtel,
it needs to be seen if this eon company would be able
to crack the Indian market with such high prices.
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Modern problems require modern solutions, and this is
precisely what is happening with marriages these days.

According to several reports, the brides and grooms are |

undergoing secret fertility tests in order to determine
their physical conditions before marriage.Male infertility
IS emerging as a significant but often overlooked health
concern in India, prompting many prospective brides and
grooms to discreetly undergo fertility testing even before
marriage.Doctors point out that nearly 40 percent of
infertility cases now involve male factors, challenging
the long held belief that fertility problems are largely
linked to women.Medical experts warn that sperm count
and quality have been declining steadily over the
decades. Research indicates a sharp global reduction in
average sperm concentration, raising alarms among fer-
tility specialists. This decline is largely attributed to mod-
ern lifestyle patterns and environmental exposure.
Chronic stress, irregular sleep, smoking, alcohol con-
sumption, poor nutrition and obesity are known to nega-
tively affect sperm health. In addition, air pollution, pes-
ticides and chemicals found in plastics can disrupt hor-
monal balance and impair reproductive function.Certain
medical conditions also play a role, including blocked
reproductive ducts, underdeveloped testes and disorders

T NewTar 0

The President of United States, Donald Trump has been
having a very problematic stand against India in the
recent past and this could be continuing in the future as
well.US President Donald Trump has sparked fresh
debate on trade after questioning the surge of Indian rice
exports into the American market.During a discussion
with United States Secretary of the Treasury Scott

shift in its operational outlook after a brief slow-

Marriae: Whats Haooening

- fleet. This decision comes as
# IndiGo continues to restore its
flight schedules and prepare for an
increase in capacity ahead of the
busy travel seasons.A large number

. of aircraft that were earlier ground-

ed due to engine maintenance prob-

lems are expected to return to serv-
ice in phases, creating the need for additional
trained pilots.IndiGo’s management has indicat-
ed that the airline is focused on long term growth,
with a strong aircraft order book and expansion
plans both within India and on international

routes. Restarting pilot recruitment is seen as a

key step in supporting these goals and ensuring

operational reliability.
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that affect sperm count, movement and shape. In some
cases, timely surgery or assisted reproductive technolo-
gies can help overcome these challenges.Despite this,
male infertility is often detected late due to social stigma
and lack of awareness. Doctors emphasize that early test-
ing for men is simple, non invasive and cost effective.
Addressing male fertility issues sooner can save couples
emotional stress and prevent unnecessary treatment

it On R o

Bessent, Trump openly asked why India was allowed to
export rice into the US, suggesting that such imports
were being dumped and should attract tariffs. He also
sought clarification on whether India enjoyed any
exemption on rice.In response, Bessent informed the
President that India does not have any special exemption
for rice exports. He added that trade negotiations with
India are still ongoing and a comprehensive trade agree-
ment has not yet been finalized.Despite this explanation,
Trump remained firm in his stance, stating that dumping
rice into the US market was unacceptable and harmful to
American farmers. Trump stressed that low priced agri-
cultural imports were putting domestic producers under
pressure and reiterated his belief that tariffs were an
effective tool to protect local interests. His remarks indi-
cate a tougher approach toward agricultural imports, par-
ticularly from major exporting nations like India.The
comments come at a sensitive time when trade talks
between the two countries are still in progress. Trump’s
statements have raised concerns about possible new
duties on Indian rice, which could impact exporters and
strain bilateral trade relations.
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