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In a series of blistering remarks from exile, former
Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has char-
acterized the current state of her nation as one of
"absolute lawlessness," claiming that the interim
government led by Muhammad Yunus is either "pow-
erless” or intentionally complicit in the rising tide of
religious extremism.Speaking to ANI, Hasina alleged
that the "radicalization” of Bangladesh's institutions
IS now systemic. She accused Chief Advisor
Muhammad Yunus-who assumed power following
the "July Uprising" that toppled her regime-of releas-
ing convicted terrorists and placing extremist figures
into cabinet-level positions."Violence has become
the norm while the interim government either denies
it or is powerless to stop it,” Hasina stated. She
specifically pointed to the recent targeted killings of
both activists and minorities as evidence that the sec-
ular fabric she spent fifteen years building is being
dismantled. "India sees the chaos, the persecution of
minorities, and the erosion of everything we built
together,” she added, warning that Bangladesh's
international credibility has effectively collapsed
under the current administration.The former Prime
Minister's comments come at a moment of extreme
tension following the death of Sharif Osman Hadi,
the radical figure and convenor of the Ingilab
Moncho. He was shot at close range while traveling
in a rickshaw in Dhaka on December 12.After being
airlifted to Singapore, he succumbed to his injuries
on December 18. His death ignited a fresh wave of
unrest, with protesters targeting media houses-
including The Daily Star and Prothom Alo-accusing
them of biased reporting.The instability has taken a
gruesome communal turn. On the same day as Hadi's
death, Dipu Chandra Das, a 27-year-old Hindu
youth, was lynched by a mob in Mymensingh over
unverified allegations of blasphemy. Das was report-
edly beaten, tied to a tree, and his body was set on
fire.The incident has caused a significant diplomatic
rift with New Delhi. Hasina defended India's deci-
sion to suspend visa operations at the Indian Visa
Application Centre (IVAC) in Chittagong, calling
India's security concerns "justified.” She alleged that
the Yunus regime has "manufactured hostility"
toward India to distract from internal failures.The
interim government, meanwhile, is facing a domestic
ultimatum. The Ingilab Moncho has given the Home
Ministry a 24-hour deadline to show "visible
progress” in arresting Hadi's Killers, threatening
renewed mass protests if their demands are not
met.The situation is further complicated by the legal
status of Hasina herself. In November 2025, a special
tribunal in Dhaka sentenced her to death in absentia
for "crimes against humanity" related to the 2024
crackdown on students. The interim government has
formally requested her extradition from India, a
move that Hasina continues to dismiss as "politically
motivated"” by an "unelected regime."As the country
prepares for a general election set for February 12,
2026, the "uneasy calm" described by observers
remains fragile, with the nation caught between the
rhetoric of a deposed leader and the mounting chal-
lenges of a transitional government struggling to
maintain basic order.
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Foxconn's iPhone assembly plant
near Bengaluru is rapidly emerging
as one of India's largest electronics
manufacturing hubs. Within just nine
months  of  operations, the
Devanahalli facility has hired close to
30,000 employees, with a strong
focus on young women entering for-
mal factory roles for the first
time.The plant, which began trial pro-
duction around April-May 2025,
quickly transitioned from pilot runs
to full assembly. Around 80 per cent
of workers are women, mostly aged
19-24. Many are experiencing struc-
tured monthly salaries, formal
employment, and on-site accommo-
dation for the first time. A significant
share of employees has migrated
from neighbouring states, drawn by
stable wages, training programs, and
secure employment.The Devanahalli
complex is designed as a self-con-
tained mini township, featuring resi-
dential blocks, healthcare, schools,
and recreational spaces. Free accom-
modation and subsidised meals are
provided, helping reduce absenteeism
and increase retention. The average
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monthly salary of Rs 18,000
positions these roles among
India's better-paying blue-col-
lar manufacturing jobs for
women.The facility follows
Apple's production calendar,
initially assembling the iPhone
16 and now focusing on the
iPhone 17 Pro Max for both
domestic and international mar-
kets. Reports suggest that over
80 per cent of output is export-
ed. Foxconn plans to scale the §

workforce to 50,000 once all @ ™50 o : g "-‘5.'.:7‘

lines are operational, with several
dormitories already functional and
more under construction.Foxconn has
invested nearly Rs 20,000 crore in the
Devanahalli plant, which spans
250,000 square feet and currently
runs four assembly lines, with plans
to expand to 12 lines. Once fully
scaled, it is expected to surpass the
older Tamil Nadu facility, which
employs around 41,000 workers.The
project is a key success under India's
Production Linked Incentive (PLI)
scheme, which aims to attract global
electronics manufacturers and boost
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local value addition. The plant is sup-
ported by a network of 45 local sup-
pliers and includes training programs,
with recruits undergoing around six
weeks of practical training before
joining production lines.Foxconn's
Bengaluru facility highlights the
transformative impact of large elec-
tronics investments on India's labour
market. By creating stable, formal
jobs for young migrant women and
contributing to Apple's global supply
chain, the Devanahalli plant is rein-
forcing India's position as a major
hub for electronics manufacturing.

Technical Snaq Forces Air India Flignt to

Aport Mumboa

An Air India Delhi-Mumbai flight
returned to Indira  Gandhi
International Airport shortly after
takeoff on 22 December after the
crew noticed low engine oil pres-
sure in the right engine, according
to officials. The aircraft, operating
as Al887, landed safely back in
Delhi, where all passengers and

crew were taken off the plane ; g
without any reported injuries.Air l

India said the affected aircraft is
undergoing technical checks after
the diversion. The airline apolo-
gised to passengers for the disruption
and said alternative travel options
were being arranged so that everyone
reached Mumbai. The Tata-owned
carrier also stressed that the "safety
and wellbeing" of the passengers and
the crew remains Air India's top pri-
ority.Explaining the sequence of
events, Air India said: "The crew
operating flight A1887 from Delhi to
Mumbai on 22 December decided to
return to Delhi shortly after take-off
due to a technical issue as per stan-
dard operating procedure. The air-
craft landed safely at Delhi and the
passengers and crew have disem-
barked,"” the statement read. "The air-
craft is undergoing the necessary
checks. Our ground team at Delhi is
providing immediate assistance to the
passengers and alternative arrange-
ments have been made to fly them to
their  destination  shortly."The
Directorate General of Civil Aviation
is also examining the Delhi-Mumbai
flight case. The DGCA said the mat-
ter will be probed by the airline’s per-
manent investigation board. Findings
from this internal board are expected
to support the broader regulatory
assessment of the technical problem
reported on the Boeing B777-
300ER.The Civil Aviation Ministry
said it has taken note of the Delhi-
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Mumbai incident and has asked Air
India and the DGCA for a detailed
report after a full investigation. The
ministry also directed the airline to
offer complete support to affected
passengers and to place them on later
services where possible, ensuring

minimal  disruption to travel
plans.Further technical details of the
Air India Delhi-Mumbai flight diver-
sion were shared by authorities.
"Today, Air India B777-300ER air-
craft VT-ALS operating flight AIC
887 (Delhi-Mumbai) was involved in
an air turnback as during flap retrac-
tion after take-off, the flight crew
observed low engine oil pressure on
Engine No. 2 (Right-Hand engine).
Shortly thereafter, the engine oil pres-
sure dropped to zero. Following the
procedure, the crew shut down the
No. 2 engine and the aircraft landed
safely at Delhi. Inspection/rectifica-
tion is in progress,” it added.Recent
events show that the Delhi-Mumbai
flight issue is not the only technical
case involving the broader Air India
group. Last week, an Air India
Express service between Vijayawada
and Visakhapatnam was cancelled on
the ground at Gannavaram Airport
after a technical snag was detected
during taxiing. The flight had been
scheduled to  operate from
Vijayawada to Visakhapatnam. Flight
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Route Date Issue Reported
Outcome AI887 / AIC 887
Delhi-Mumbai 22 December
Low engine oil pressure on
Engine No. 2 Returned to Delhi,
safe landing  Vijayawada-
Visakhapa tnam flight
Vijayawada-Visakhapa tnam
Last week Engine-related techni-
cal issue during taxi Flight can-
% celled at ramp Vijayawada air-
director Lakshmikanth
Reddy told PTI that the Air India
Express aircraft reported an
engine problem while taxiing, which
led to the return to the bay and later
cancellation. Former Vice President
M Venkaiah Naidu, Andhra Pradesh
Agriculture Minister K Atchennaidu
and senior YSRCP leader B
Satyanarayana were among the
booked passengers on that sector. You
May Also Like BJP Receives
Overwhelming Share Of 23,811
Crore Electoral Trust Funding Air
India Express said that, similar to the
Delhi-Mumbai flight case, the deci-
sion was taken with safety as the top
concern. "In the interest of safety, our
Vijayawada-Visakhapatnam flight
returned to the ramp after the pilot
identified a technical issue prior to
departure. The flight was subsequent-
ly cancelled,” it said in a statement.
The airline added that passengers
received alternative arrangements
and were also offered an apology for
the inconvenience. Both the Air India
Delhi-Mumbai flight diversion and
the Vijayawada-Visakhapatnam can-
cellation highlight how crews are fol-
lowing safety procedures when faults
appear. Regulators and the ministry
are now awaiting detailed investiga-
tion reports, while affected passen-
gers have been shifted to other flights
or given alternate plans to complete
their journeys.




The Uttar Pradesh government sought assembly
approval for a ?24,496.98 crore supplementary budget
during the winter session, stressing growth and welfare.
The extra outlay, equal to 3.03% of the original budget
of 78,08,736.06 crore, targeted industrial development,
power, health, urban projects and social schemes across
the state.Finance minister Suresh Khanna told legislators
that after adjusting for central assistance, the net pres-
sure on the consolidated fund would be ?22,299.74
crore. The Centre’s share for centrally sponsored
schemes stood at ?2,197.24 crore. Khanna said the gov-
ernment planned to meet the additional load through rev-
enue gains and tighter control on wasteful
spending.Explaining the spending pattern, Khanna said,
"The supplementary budget includes provisions of
?18,369.30 crore for revenue expenditure and 76,127.68
crore for capital expenditure. The focus is on meeting
revenue needs while simultaneously reinforcing infra-
structure through enhanced capital investment,” he
added. Revenue heads covered ongoing services, while
capital plans backed long-term projects.Signalling the
main thrust areas, Khanna detailed fresh allocations for
key sectors tied to growth and services. "Allocations
include 74,874 crore for industrial development, 74,521
crore for the power sector, 73,500 crore for health and
family welfare, ?1,758.56 crore for urban development,
and ?639.96 crore for technical education." These
amounts aimed to support investment and service deliv-
ery.Khanna added that welfare and future-focused
schemes also received funds. "The budget also gives due
attention to social and future-oriented sectors, with ?535
crore earmarked for women and child development,
?500 crore for UPNEDA to promote solar and renewable
energy, ?423.80 crore for medical education, and ?400
crore for the sugarcane and sugar mill sector,” he
said.Khanna stated that the additional spending sought
to keep development work on track. "It has been intro-
duced to sustain the momentum of development, provide
additional resources to essential sectors, and fast-track
schemes in response to emerging needs,” he said. The
minister said such adjustments were routine when
approved funds fell short during a year.Presenting the
wider picture, Khanna told the House that supplemen-
tary grants were taken up when existing allocations
proved inadequate or when schemes changed. These
proposals allowed the legislature to approve new needs.
With this exercise, Khanna said, "With the inclusion of
the supplementary provisions, the total budget outlay for
the financial year has now increased to ?8,33,233.04
crore,"” finance minister Suresh Khanna said in the
assembly.Khanna underlined that the Yogi Adityanath
government continued to follow the FRBM Act. The law
sets targets for fiscal and revenue deficits, debt levels
and borrowing. It also mandates transparency in state
finances. Khanna said adherence to these rules helped
maintain discipline while still funding priority
schemes.Citing Union government estimates, Khanna
said Uttar Pradesh’s Gross State Domestic Product was
projected at ?31.14 lakh crore, higher than earlier fig-
ures. "This is significant as we are a revenue surplus
state," he said. The surplus status, according to Khanna,
created space for capital investment while keeping
deficits under control. The minister also compared recent
budget trends. In 2024-25, Uttar Pradesh presented two
supplementary budgets, of ?12,209.93 crore in July and
?17,865.72 crore in December 2024, taking that year’s
total budget to ?7,66,512.65 crore. The original 2025-26
budget of ?8,08,736 crore was 9.8% higher than the
2024-25 original outlay of ?7,36,437 crore, excluding
those two additions.
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alin Sets Fepruary Deadling for

Poonamallee-Vadapalani Metro Stretch

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister MK Stalin on g
Monday pressed officials to fast-track the i

Poonamallee-Vadapalani corridor of the
Chennai Metro's Phase I, setting a dead-
line of February for its completion.The
directive came during a high-level review
of flagship development

T
i |
initiatives, .

where the Chief Minister assessed « | |

progress on 27 major schemes classified k.

B

under the government's "iconic projects"
category, The New Indian Express report- =
ed.According to an official release, the
number of schemes designated as iconic
has expanded significantly-from 155 ear-
lier to 288 projects spread across 24
departments. Together, these initiatives
represent an investment of nearly ?3.17
lakh crore, underscoring the scale of the
state's infrastructure and welfare ambi-
tions. Of these, 85 projects have already
been completed and opened for public
use, while the rest are advancing through
different stages of implementation.At the
meeting, Stalin examined the status of 27
schemes worth 787,941 crore and
instructed department secretaries to
ensure their completion by January 2026.
The review covered a wide range of sec-
tors, from transport and housing to water
supply and urban development, reflecting
the government's focus on integrated
growth.Among the projects discussed

Were %egrated ink g water supply
schemes in districts including Sivaganga,
Madurai, Nagapattinam, Tiruvarur,
Ramanathapuram, Dindigul,
Virudhunagar and Thoothukudi. These
initiatives, overseen by the Municipal
Administration and Water Supply
Department, aim to strengthen potable
water availability in both urban and semi-
urban regions.The Chief Minister also
reviewed development works at Vandiyur
Lake in Madurai, a project intended to
enhance ecological balance and improve
civic amenities around the waterb
ody.Urban mobility featured prominently
in the discussions. Stalin assessed
progress on the construction of new bus
stands at  Kuthambakkam  and
Chengalpattu, both designed to ease con-
gestion and improve passenger facilities.
He also examined the ongoing work on a

pedestrian skywalk near the
Kilambakkam bus terminus, which will
allow safe crossing over the busy high-
way and streamline commuter move-
ment.The Metro Rail project, however,
remained the centrepiece of the review.

| The Poonamallee-Vadapalani stretch is

seen as a crucial link in Chennai's
expanding rapid transit network, promis-
ing to reduce travel time and ease traffic
pressure in the western parts of the city.
Stalin's February deadline reflects the
urgency to deliver visible progress on one
of the state's most high-profile infrastruc-
ture undertakings.The meeting was
attended by Deputy Chief Minister
Udhayanidhi Stalin, Chief Secretary N.
Muruganandam, and senior officials from
six departments. Their presence high-
lighted the government's intent to main-
tain close oversight and coordination
across ministries to ensure timely deliv-
ery of projects.By setting firm timelines
and expanding the scope of "iconic proj-
ects,” the Tamil Nadu government is sig-
nalling its commitment to accelerate
infrastructure growth while addressing
essential civic needs. The push for com-
pletion of the Metro stretch and other
schemes is expected to bring tangible
benefits to citizens in the coming months.

VHP Workers Protest Near Banaladesh Hi
ommission Over Hindu Youtn's Deat

The killing of a Hindu youth in Bangladesh has trig-
gered protests in India and intensified diplomatic
unease between New Delhi and Dhaka, with religious
groups and minority organisations demanding justice
and greater protection for vulnerable communities.On
Tuesday, the Vishva Hindu Parishad (VHP) staged a
protest outside the Bangladesh High Commission in
New Delhi, condemning the killing of 27-year-old
Dipu Chandra Das in Mymensingh district. The VHP
workers have assembled near the mission, raising slo-
gans and urging the Bangladeshi authorities to ensure
strict punishment for those responsible. Protesters
also voiced concern over the safety of Indian citizens
currently in Bangladesh, particularly Indian medical
students studying there.The demonstration came amid
growing strain in bilateral ties. Bangladesh's Foreign
Ministry summoned officials from the Indian High
Commission earlier in the day, marking the second
such summons within a week. Relations have been
tense following anti-India protests in Bangladesh after
the death of student leader Sharif Usman Hadi, fol-
lowed by the mob killing of Dipu Das, which has
sparked outrage across communities.This was not the
first protest in Delhi over the incident. On Saturday

- night, a small group had gathered outside the

Bangladesh High Commission to denounce the
killing. India's Ministry of External Affairs spokesper-
son Randhir Jaiswal said the protest was peaceful and
involved around 20 to 25 people, adding that it did not
pose any threat to the security of the diplomatic mis-
sion.Meanwhile, protests have also been reported in
Bangladesh. On December 22, Hindu organisations
and minority rights groups held a demonstration out-
side the National Press Club in Dhaka, demanding
justice for Dipu. The protesters claimed he was inno-

- cent and had been falsely accused of blasphemy.

According to them, he was brutally attacked by
extremists, tied to a tree and set on fire while still
alive. They alleged that the situation for minorities in
Bangladesh has been worsening, claiming that over
50 non-Muslims have been killed since January this
year and that several people have been booked under
what they describe as false blasphemy charges.Details
emerging from Bangladeshi media suggest the inci-
dent may have been triggered by a workplace dispute.
The Dhaka Tribune reported that Dipu, a floor manag-
er at Pioneer Knitwears (BD) Ltd, had recently
appeared for a promotion exam to become a supervi-
sor. Senior manager Sagib Mahmood said unrest
broke out inside the factory around 5 pm when some
workers accused Dipu of hurting religious senti-
ments.Dipu's brother, Apu Chandra Das, alleged that
his sibling had ongoing conflicts with colleagues over
work targets, conditions and employee benefits. He
said the situation escalated on December 18, 2025,
when the factory floor in-charge allegedly forced
Dipu to resign and handed him over to a mob outside
the premises. Apu said the family was initially told
Dipu was being taken to a police station, but soon
after, they learned he had been killed. When he
reached the spot, he found Dipu's body badly burnt.
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