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 n     
       


     
      



     
 
    


      

      
      
     
       
    
    

      
 

     
      
      
     

        

     




 
 
 
 

     

    
     
      

      
      
     
     
    


      
      

  
 







      

     
      
    


      
     



   
   
  
   
   
   
   

 


   
   


   
  
   
  
      

   



 
 
 

  
     
     
    

      
      
      
      
       
      
     
      

  


     
  
    
     
    
    
   

     
    
     
    
     

     

      

     
    

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


          
  
  


        

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  
  
 
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    
    
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    

   

    
    
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         
          
         
         
         
 




 
  



        
 
          

        


       
     
 
       
        
     

       
     



         
        
    
         
        
       





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        

       
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
      
      
     

      

      
      
     

     

     
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     
    
     
    
    
     
     

     


    
    
      

     
       
     
      







      
   
    
     
     
    


    
   
   
   
    

    
   
 
    
    
   
  
    
   

    



   



    
   
     


   
    
     


    
     
    

 

     

   
 

     
    
    

   

    
    
    
    
    

    
    
   








    
     
    
     
 
    
    
     
    
   

    

    

    

    
   
    
  
     
   
 
       
    
    
     
   

   
    


   
    
   
     





   
   
    
     
    

     
    
     
    









    
    

    
     
    
    
 
 
  

    
   

     
    
    



 
    
 
   
    
     

   
   

    
    
      
    
 
     
    
      

  


  
   
   
   

  

    
   
     
    
     


    



  


     
    
     

 
     

     
     
     

       
     
     

      



    
     
   
     

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
    

    
    
   
   
    
    
    
   
   

   
     
  
    


   
   
    



    
    
    
   
    
   
   

   
    
   
   
   
    
    

    
   
    
 
    
    
     

    
      
   
     
    
 




      

   
       
      
     


   

    
    
    
   
  
    

   
    

  
  
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    

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

 


         

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
    
    
     
    
     

    

     
    
    

 
    
     
    
   
    

     
    

      


     

     

     

    

    
    
     
     
    
    

   
    
    


     

     
    
      





    

      
     


     



    
    
    
    
   

   
    
    
     
  

    
    

      
      
     
    
     
     

    
 
       

      
    
       
    
       
     
     
     

      
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      
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  
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  
   


   

   
 
  
  


   
 

     
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    
     
     
    

     
    
   
    


    
   
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     
   
     
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    
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
  
  

   
  
   
 
  

     
    
     
     
     

      

    
    
 





       
      
     
       
    
       
       
       
        
         

  
     
      
       

 
     
        
      
       
     


       
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         
      

 


 
 
  
        


           
       

          
       




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BJP Wins Thiruvananthapuram Mayor Rewriting Kerala Civic Politics

The BJP has entered a new phase in Kerala politics
after securing its first mayoral post in
Thiruvananthapuram, ending almost 40 years of Left
control in the city corporation. VV Rajesh’s election
as mayor signals a clear shift in urban politics and
party strength in the state capital.Rajesh won the may-
oral election at the Thiruvananthapuram Corporation
office with 51 votes in the 101-member council, after
securing support from one Independent councillor.
The election was held for 100 seats because polling
did not take place in one Vizhinjam ward, but the
halfway mark was comfortably crossed.The BJP had
already emerged as the single largest group in the
Thiruvananthapuram Corporation by winning 50 of
the 101 wards in the recent local body polls. With
Rajesh, a BJP state secretary, becoming mayor, the
party now heads the civic body in the Kerala capital
for the first time.The mayoral contest saw LDF candi-
date P Sivaji receive 29 votes, while UDF nominee K
S Sabarinathan secured 19 votes. Two votes were
ruled invalid, and one councillor chose not to vote.
This result marked a rare setback for the Left in a cor-
poration it had controlled for decades.Across Kerala’s
six municipal corporations, the broader picture
remained mixed for all fronts. The UDF won four cor-
porations, the BJP captured Thiruvananthapuram, and
the LDF retained one. The BJP and LDF thus finished
with one corporation each, while the UDF held the
numerical edge in mayoral positions.Senior BJP lead-

ers, including state president Rajeev Chandrasekhar,
former Union minister V Muraleedharan and former
state president K Surendran, were present at the
Corporation office during the voting. Rajesh later took
the oath of office as mayor, while third-time council-
lor G S Asha Nath, a woman leader, was chosen as
deputy mayor.The detailed mayoral outcomes across
the six municipal corporations are shown below.
Corporation Front Mayor
Thiruvananthapuram BJP VV Rajesh
Kollam UDF A K Hafeez
Kochi UDF V K Minimol
Thrissur UDF Dr Niji Justin
Kannur UDF P Indira (mayor-designate)
Kozhikode LDF Not specified
Local shifts beyond BJP Kerala mayoral victory
The LDF, despite losing Thiruvananthapuram, kept its
influence in other regions by winning most wards in
Kozhikode Corporation. In Thrissur, UDF leader Dr
Niji Justin became mayor, but the result sparked inter-
nal trouble after councillor Lali James alleged being
denied the post because of bribery by party leaders.In
Kollam Corporation, UDF councillor A K Hafeez was
elected mayor, while in Kochi, four-time councillor V
K Minimol took charge. In Kannur Corporation, UDF
candidate P Indira is set to assume the mayor’s post,
strengthening the front’s presence in northern and cen-
tral Kerala city administrations.Beyond corporations,
another turning point came from Pala municipality,
where 21-year-old Diya Binu Pulikkankandam
became the youngest municipal chairperson in Kerala.
Diya, her father Binu and uncle Biju contested as
Independents, then backed the UDF, ending the long-
held grip of Kerala Congress (Mani) in its traditional
Pala stronghold.The BJP also recorded gains outside
the capital by winning control in the municipalities of
Tripunithura and Palakkad. Together with the
Thiruvananthapuram mayoral win on Dec 26, 2025,
these results underline the party’s gradual rise in local
governance, while the UDF and LDF still retain
strongholds across other urban centres.

BJP–Shinde Sena Finalise Seat-Sharing For BMC
Polls: BJP To Contest On 140, Shiv Sena Gets 87

The Bharatiya Janata Party and Eknath Shinde's Shiv Sena
have agreed on a Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation
seat-sharing plan after several days of talks. Sources said
the BJP will contest 140 wards, while the Shinde-led Sena
will field candidates in 87 wards for the BMC elections.The
arrangement has been decided among Mahayuti partners
and aims to project unity before voting. Internal discussions
within the alliance reportedly focused on balancing strength
in Mumbai, where the BMC elections are seen as a key test
for both parties and their local leadership.Before this final
formula, BJP and Shinde Sena leaders held a series of long
meetings over seat distribution. Reports had suggested
unrest within the alliance, yet both parties publicly rejected
those claims. According to sources, an agreement on 200
seats came first, with negotiations continuing over the
remaining 27 seats.Tension reports also prompted
Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis to inter-
vene earlier and support Shinde's Shiv Sena. Fadnavis had
asked BJP leaders not to criticise the ally in public. While
addressing journalists on Friday, Fadnavis again stressed
the strength of the partnership and played down talk of rifts.
"The BJP and Shiv Sena are united. Everything is going on
smoothly. We do not need to formally announce an
alliance," he said earlier in the day.The seat-sharing deci-
sion for the BMC elections comes after Mahayuti's strong
run in recent local polls in Maharashtra. The alliance, which
also includes Deputy Chief Minister Ajit Pawar's
Nationalist Congress Party, performed well in municipal
council and nagar panchayat elections. Voting for these
bodies happened in two stages, on December 2 and
December 20.Results declared by the Maharashtra State
Election Commission showed the BJP ahead of its partners
in those local contests. The numbers for municipal presi-
dent posts across the state were announced along with fig-
ures for other parties and independents. The detailed break-

down from the SEC is given below in tabular form for clar-
ity.
Party Municipal president posts won
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 117
Shiv Sena 53
Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) 37
Congress 28
Shiv Sena (UBT) 9
NCP (SP) 7
Independents 5
Unrecognised registered parties 28
The Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation vote is sched-
uled for January 15, in line with other municipal corpora-
tions in Maharashtra. Counting of ballots is set for January
16, under the supervision of the Maharashtra State Election
Commission. The pact between BJP and Shinde Sena is
expected to shape campaign strategy across Mumbai's
wards.With seat-sharing settled and recent local poll results
favouring Mahayuti partners, the alliance enters the BMC
elections with a clear division of responsibilities. Leaders
now shift focus from negotiations to campaigning, as par-
ties attempt to convert organisational strength and earlier
municipal gains into control of Mumbai's civic body.

Zelensky To Meet Trump On Sunday As US
President Insists On Final Say Over Peace Plan

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
announced on Friday that he intends to meet U.S.
President Donald Trump in Florida on Sunday, in
what could mark a pivotal moment in ongoing
efforts to end the war between Russia and
Ukraine.The meeting, reported by CNN, is being
framed as part of a broader diplomatic push to
finalize a peace plan that has been under negotia-
tion for months. Zelenskyy told reporters that while
the encounter could help move discussions closer
to a settlement, expectations should remain tem-
pered, as no immediate breakthrough or final
agreement is likely. Instead, the focus will be on
resolving as many outstanding issues as
possible.Central to these talks is a 20-point peace
plan jointly developed by U.S. and Ukrainian offi-
cials. Zelenskyy revealed that the plan is already 90
per cent complete, with only a handful of unre-
solved points remaining.He emphasised that dis-
cussions with Trump would revolve around secur-
ing long-term guarantees for Ukraine's security and
clarifying the role of allied nations in ensuring sta-
bility once the war concludes. These guarantees are
seen as critical to deterring future Russian aggres-
sion and providing Ukraine with a sustainable
framework for peace.Despite Zelenskyy's opti-
mism, CNN noted that the White House has not yet
confirmed the proposed meeting. This uncertainty
underscores the delicate nature of the negotiations,
which come amid renewed diplomatic activity.
Kyiv has signalled a willingness to revisit issues
that previously stalled talks, suggesting a more
flexible approach in hopes of achieving
progress.Earlier on Friday, Zelenskyy posted on X
that Ukraine and the U.S. had agreed to hold a
high-level meeting soon, adding that significant
decisions could be made before the New Year. "We
have agreed on a meeting at the highest level - with
President Trump in the near future. A lot can be
decided before the New Year," he wrote.These
developments follow a series of consultations held
on Thursday, during which Zelenskyy met Trump's
special envoy Steve Witkoff and Trump's son-in-
law Jared Kushner. According to Zelenskyy, sever-
al documents forming part of the broader peace
framework are nearly finalised, while others are
already fully prepared.The Ukrainian leader has
described the 20-point draft plan as the principal
framework for ending the war and rebuilding
Ukraine.Trump, however, has struck a more cau-
tious tone. In an interview with Politico, he bluntly
remarked that Zelenskyy has little leverage without
Washington's backing. "He doesn't have anything
until I approve it," Trump said, though he added
that he believed the talks could be
productive.While predicting a constructive meet-
ing, Trump suggested he remains unconvinced by
Kyiv's proposals until he reviews them in detail. He
also hinted at his intention to speak with Russian
President Vladimir Putin soon, saying, "I think it's
going to go good with him. I think it's going to go
good with Putin."The peace plan itself envisions
Ukraine receiving firm security guarantees, but
thorny issues remain unresolved. Chief among
them are territorial disputes, with Moscow contin-
uing to demand that Kyiv cede land, and the ques-
tion of control over the occupied Zaporizhzhia
nuclear power plant. Both matters are expected to
require further negotiation before any comprehen-
sive settlement can be reached.
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F1 Nightmare Got Worse: What’s Happening?

The United States immigration authorities have started
to largely clampdown on the regulations for the interna-
tional population. Now this is showing serious reper-
cussions on multiple categories for the Indian popula-
tion.Indian students planning to travel to the United
States on an F1 visa are being urged to exercise extreme
caution, as recent developments indicate growing travel
risks and possible academic disruptions.According to
reports, students who leave the US during semester
breaks or before their course completion may face

unexpected hurdles while re entering the country.
Increased scrutiny at ports of entry, extended adminis-
trative processing, and sudden visa related delays are
emerging as major concerns.One of the biggest risks
highlighted is the possibility of missing the start of the
next semester. Even students with valid visas, I 20
forms, and university approvals are reportedly facing
secondary inspections and prolonged questioning. In
some cases, students are asked to provide additional
documentation related to finances, academic intent, and
course relevance. Any mismatch or delay in verification
can lead to temporary refusal or extended waiting peri-
ods outside the US.Universities are also advising stu-
dents to avoid non essential travel, especially those
nearing graduation or transitioning to OPT. Missing the
semester start date can lead to serious consequences,
including deferral, loss of status, or complications with
future visa applications.or Indian students, this situation
adds stress to an already complex immigration process.
Experts strongly recommend consulting international
student offices before making travel plans and staying
updated with official advisories. In the current climate,
caution and careful planning are crucial to avoid aca-
demic and immigration setbacks.

How was 2025 For NRIs? Is It Good Or A Mixed Bag!
The year 2025 has been a largely volatile one for the
Indian population in the United States with many new
regulations coming in after the onset of the Donald
Trump administration.The year 2025 has turned out to
be unexpectedly challenging for NRIs across the globe,
throwing several curveballs that have disrupted their
personal and professional lives.What began with opti-
mism quickly shifted as changing immigration policies,
economic uncertainty, and geopolitical tensions started
affecting overseas Indians in major countries like the
United States, Canada, the UK, and Australia.Stricter
visa norms and delays in work permits created anxiety
among students and professionals alike. Many skilled
workers faced job insecurity due to layoffs in the tech
and corporate sectors, forcing families to rethink long
term plans.Rising living costs, high rents, and inflation
further added to the pressure, making it harder for NRIs
to maintain the lifestyle they once enjoyed
abroad.Students were not spared either. Increased
tuition fees, reduced part time work opportunities, and
tighter post study work rules made overseas education a
stressful experience. At the same time, frequent policy
changes kept everyone on edge, with little clarity about

future prospects.Emotional challenges also surfaced, as
prolonged uncertainty affected mental well being and
family stability. Despite these hurdles, NRIs continue to
show resilience, adapting to changing circumstances
and exploring alternative paths, including returning to
India or moving to more stable regions.Overall, 2025
has been a year of tough lessons, testing patience, adapt-
ability, and hope within the global Indian community.

$3K and Flight Ticket: US Gives Bumper Offer, But…

State government has started to take a way of action
with order to international immigration policy and
they are back on the job now. The United States gov-
ernment has announced a new voluntary departure
initiative aimed at undocumented immigrants, offer-
ing a financial incentive to those who choose to
leave the country on their own.Under this pro-
gramme, individuals who register through the CBP
Home mobile application and agree to self deport
before December 31 will be provided three thousand

dollars in cash along with a free flight to their
home country. This amount is a temporary
increase from the earlier one thousand dollar
assistance, introduced to encourage quicker par-
ticipation. According to officials from the
Department of Homeland Security, a large num-
ber of people have already opted for voluntary
departure in recent months.Authorities believe
that offering higher cash support and travel assis-
tance will make self deportation a more practical
option compared to forced removals, which
involve detention, legal proceedings, and higher
costs for the government.Those who leave volun-
tarily through the official process may also

receive relief from certain civil fines linked to immi-
gration violations. At the same time, officials have
made it clear that individuals who ignore this oppor-
tunity could face strict enforcement actions, includ-
ing arrest, deportation, and possible bans on re
entering the United States in the future.The
enhanced incentive is available only for a limited
period. Once the deadline passes, the programme is
expected to revert to earlier terms, with tougher
enforcement measures taking priority.

New Year 2026: No Drug Policy In Hyderabad!

In under hundred hours from now, the world will be wel-
coming New Year 2026, and this stage is being set for the
celebration activities across the globe. Similar scenario is
being observed in Hyderabad as the city prepares for bash-
ing New Year celebration.Hyderabad Police have stepped
up security and enforcement measures ahead of New Year
celebrations, announcing a strict Zero Drugs policy across
the city. City Police Commissioner V C Sajjanar said spe-
cial forces have been deployed to ensure celebrations
remain safe, disciplined, and drug free, with a strong focus
on prevention rather than reaction.All pubs, hotels, restau-
rants, and party venues will be placed under special surveil-
lance during the New Year period. Private parties being
hosted at service apartments, hostels, and other closed ven-
ues will also be monitored closely.As part of the regula-
tions, all pubs and restaurants have been instructed to shut
operations by 1:00 AM without exception. Authorities
warned that any violations of these rules would invite strict
action, including cancellation of licenses and legal pro-
ceedings.Police have also intensified monitoring of indi-
viduals with past records related to drug peddling and con-
sumption. Known offenders are already on the radar, and
surprise checks will be conducted to prevent any illegal
activities. To manage the expected surge of revelers, secu-
rity arrangements will be strengthened at key locations
across the city.Check posts and barricades will be heavily
reinforced at major hubs such as Maitrivanam, Necklace
Road, Tank Bund, and KBR Park. The police have urged
citizens to cooperate with enforcement teams and celebrate
responsibly, emphasizing that public safety remains the top
priority during New Year festivities.

Delhi Police Arrest 285, Seize Weapons,
Liquor and Drugs Ahead of New Year

Under Operation Aaghat 3.0, police teams carried out coordinat-
ed raids across sensitive pockets of the capital, resulting in hun-
dreds of arrests and large-scale seizures of illegal weapons,
liquor, drugs and stolen property.The action, police said, was
designed to ensure that revellers can welcome the New Year
without fear of crime or disruption.According to police officials,
at least 285 accused were arrested during the intensified drive in
South East Delhi alone. The arrests were made under multiple
legal provisions, including the Arms Act, Excise Act, NDPS Act
and Gambling Act.In addition to the arrests, 504 individuals
were detained as a preventive measure to curb any potential law
and order issues during the celebrations.The crackdown led to
significant recoveries. Police seized 21 illegal weapons, includ-
ing country-made pistols, along with 20 live cartridges and 27
knives. Large quantities of illicit liquor were also recovered,
with over 12,000 quarters seized from various
locations.Narcotics were another major focus of the operation.
Around 7 kg of cannabis, including 6 kg of ganja, was recov-
ered, while cash worth approximately Rs 2.5 lakh was seized
from different accused.Police said that 116 habitual offenders,
commonly referred to as bad characters, were taken into custody
as part of the drive. Ten individuals involved in property-related
crimes were also arrested.The operation also targeted vehicle
theft networks to ensure smooth movement for citizens during
the festive period. Five auto-lifters were arrested, while 231
two-wheelers and one four-wheeler were seized during the raids.
Crackdowns on illegal gambling resulted in the recovery of
around Rs 2.3 lakh in cash. Police also recovered approximate-
ly 210 stolen or lost mobile phones during the operation.Apart
from arrests and seizures, a total of 1,306 individuals were
rounded up under preventive action as part of the security meas-
ures ahead of New Year celebrations.Police officials said such
intensified operations will continue to maintain public safety
and deter criminal activity during the festive season.
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8 
28 SUNDAY DECEMBER 2025





        
       
       


        

         
       
      
       
        
       
      
       

       




  
  
  
   
   

  
  
   
      
        
       
         
        
 
      
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