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The arrival of Russian President
Vladimir Putin in Delhi, his first visit
to India in four years, was no doubt
high on optics. There was the red car-
pet welcome, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi breaking protocol to
greet him on the tarmac, a firm hand-
shake, followed by a warm hug. The
two leaders also travelled in the same

IR0 6 - 12 - 2025

car to the Prime Minister's residence g

for a private dinner. However, what
caught the attention was PM Modi
choosing a white Toyota Fortuner for
the drive rather than his usual Range
Rover.Was it a deliberate move to
choose a Toyota Fortuner or just
unintentional? While there has been
no official reason, experts have float-
ed several theories on why a
Japanese-branded vehicle might have
been chosen for the car diplomacy
that the whole world had its eyes on.
Moreover, the Fortuner Sigma 4
(MT) had a Maharashtra number
plate.Experts and geopolitical com-
mentators theorised that the Fortuner,
manufactured by the Japanese

anacker: Big Companies Steep
Drop Indian HIB Hiring

automaker Toyota, was deliberately
chosen rather than any European
brand to send a message to the West
at a time when both India and Russia
have come under pressure over the
Ukraine war. The Foruner is indige-

nously manufactured as well.
Presently, the Prime Minister's offi-
cial vehicles include a Range Rover
and a Mercedes-Maybach S650
Guard. The Range Rover, even
though owned by Tata Motors, is
made in the UK. On the other hand,
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Mercedes-Benz is a German
automotive brand. Both the
UK and Germany have
Imposed wide-ranging sanc-
tions against Russia over the
Ukraine war, which is on the
cusp of entering its fourth
year, and have been at the
forefront of supporting Kyiv
with  arms and ammu
nition.Thus, in such a sce-
nario, Putin travelling in any
European-branded vehicle
would have been bad optics.
Symbolically, as the two leaders
headed to the Prime Minister's resi-
dence in the Toyota Fortuner, PM
Modi's Range Rover and Putin's
Aurus Senat followed the white
Fortuner.However, sources said the
Fortuner was chosen primarily for its
seating configuration. The Prime
Minister's Range Rover lacks a third
row, making it unsuitable for accom-
modating the interpreters along with
the two leaders.The Toyota Fortuner
has an additional row. Sources said
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the interpreters were already seated
in the vehicle before PM Modi and
Putin boarded, and the security teams
of both countries cleared the choice
of car.It did not, however, stop social
media users and experts from giving
their two cents on the 'Fortuner diplo-
macy'. "A message to the West,"
tweeted defence analyst Colonel
Rohit Dev.Even BJP spokesperson
Shehzad Poonawalla posted a cryptic
remark. "Both jumped into PM's
Fortuner (yes, the legendary Toyota
Fortuner! Smart people will know
why)," he tweeted.Another posted,
"By selecting a non-European
Japanese brand, the move avoids
Western manufacturers targeted by
Russian sanctions.” "Toyota, being
an Asian brand, | think they avoided
anything European,” a third tweet-
ed.While we may never know the
official reason behind the move, it
exemplifies how optics and symbolic
steps in diplomacy play a crucial role
In shaping international opinion.

/| IndiGo flight chaos: Centre eases

The big companies associated with the United States
are starting to show a steep drop in hiring Indian H1B
visa holders as the trend is becoming alarming for
everyone involved.The number of H1B visa approvals
for new jobs at major Indian IT companies has seen a
sharp fall, dropping by nearly 70 percent since FY
2015. This shows a big change in the U.S. tech job mar-
ket. In FY 2025, the top seven Indian IT firms together
received only 4573 H1B approvals for new employ-
ment, which is 37 percent lower than FY 2024.This is
also the lowest number in the last ten years. The rank-
ings changed completely this year, with Amazon, Meta,
Microsoft, and Google taking the top four spots for
new H1B approvals. These companies are hiring more
foreign graduates from American universities, especial-
ly to support their growing work in Al.Among Indian
companies, TCS remained the only major player in the
top list, getting 846 approvals in FY 2025, compared to
1452 the previous year. Only three Indian IT firms
made it into the top twenty five employers for new
H1B petitions.Denial rates for extensions stayed low
overall, but some Indian firms faced higher rejection
rates for new applications, such as HCL America at six
percent and LTIMindtree at five percent.The shift is
happening due to business changes, Al focused hiring,
policy scrutiny, and professionals exploring other
immigration options.

The aviation regulator rolled back a key provision of

(uty rules, urges pilots to cooperate

the new crew rostering norms and granted IndiGo a
one-time exemption from pilot night duty rules till
February 10 as India's biggest budget carrier contin-
ued to grapple with flight disruptions for the third con-
secutive day. With IndiGo cancelling over 700 flights
on Friday and utter chaos in airports, the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) withdrew the pro-
vision that prevented airlines from counting leaves of
crew and pilots as weekly rest.In its order, which will
be effective immediately, the DGCA referred to its
earlier communication that stated that "no leave shall
be substituted for weekly rest”. The aviation regulator
said the clause, part of the revised Flight Duty Time
Limitations (FDTL), had been withdrawn for all air-
lines following their request. The revised FDTL rules,
aimed at reducing crew and pilot fatigue, kicked in
from November 1."In view of the ongoing operational
disruptions and representations received from various
airlines regarding the need to ensure continuity and
stability of operations, it has been considered neces-
sary to review the said provision," the DGCA said.The
partial relaxation of the Flight Duty Time Limitations
(FDTL) is expected to provide airlines, especially
IndiGo, with additional roster flexibility at a time
when crew shortages have hit the operations of India's
biggest budget carrier.The order comes amid protests
by pilot associations, with the DGCA appealing to the
bodies to help stabilise operations and prevent further
passenger inconvenience.Hundreds of IndiGo flights
have been cancelled or delayed across key airports
over the past few days, affecting thousands of fliers.
All IndiGo domestic flights departing Delhi have been
cancelled till midnight, while those in Chennai have
been cancelled till 6 pm. It has led to a ripple effect,
with airfares between key metro cities soaring to
unprecedented levels.The primary reason for the dis-
ruption at IndiGo, which accounts for over 60% of
domestic passenger traffic, has been crew shortages in
the wake of the implementation of the new FDTL

norms.Under the new FDTL rules, the weekly rest
period for pilots has been increased to 48 hours from
36 and night landings have been limited to two from
six earlier. The new rules have also extended the defi-
nition of night hours by an hour. This is learnt to have
impacted IndiGo's crew rostering and imposed addi-
tional constraints.Several experts and pilot bodies,
however, have claimed that it was an effort by airlines
like IndiGo to pressurise the regulator to dilute the
FDTL norms despite being given a two-year prepara-
tory window.Echoing the sentiment, Rajya Sabha MP
Priyanka Chaturvedi lashed out at the DGCA for
allowing IndiGo to arm-twist it by literally holding the
"passengers and the government hostage™."So, the air-
line has managed to arm-twist the DGCA into submis-
sion and withdrawal of instructions regarding weekly
rest! What a pathetically helpless and shameful retrac-
tion by the DGCA to airlines that have held not just
the passengers but the government hostage,"
Chaturvedi tweeted. The Airline Pilots Association of
India said the flight disruptions by IndiGo might have
been artificially created. "These flight disruptions are
artificially created by airlines to put pressure on the
DGCA," association president Captain Sam Thomas
said.
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For the last couple of years, which ChatGPT has been the most used,
Al chatbot across the globe, and the trend is not likely to slowdown
in the future. It appears that ChatGPT is coming up with a significant
new update and let us have a look into the same.Since last night, the
term ChatGPT code red has been trading on social media, and this
has a lot to do with the kind of new update that is coming up from
this leading Al chatbot.According to the latest reports, the chief of
open Al, which powers the ChatGPT model, Sam Altman Has issued
a new code red to the working employees at the company.Altman is
pausing ads, Al agents and Pulse to reallocate people and compute
into fixing and upgrading ChatGPT as competition from Google and
others intensifies.One of the crucial development in this new model
could be the mew reasoning model vs Google’s Gemini 3. OpenAl
plans to ship a new reasoning model next week that it says scores
ahead of Google’s Gemini 3 in internal tests, powering features like
Thinking mode and Deep Research.It is evident that the chief of
ChatGPT is very determined to make sure that the Al model is for
more advanced with technical advance measures that are being taken
now.With Google also launching a strong competitor in the form of
Gemini, it appears that ChatGPT is now on a mission to make sure
that they continue the position of the number 1 Al model in the
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As we had been extensively reporting for the past few days, the
number of shocking crimes against the Indian community in the
United States has been on constant rise. It has reached a new
high point after an Indian lady was recently murdered in the
United States and the FBI has ordered a new offer.The FBI has
announced a reward of fifty thousand dollars for information
that can help locate an Indian national accused of murdering an
Andhra woman and her young son in New Jersey.This tragic
incident happened in March 2017, when the woman and her six
year old child were found dead in their home. The suspect, who
was known to the family through work, reportedly left the
United States and returned to India a few months after the crime.
For years, the case remained unsolved because investigators
lacked solid evidence to link him directly to the murders.The
breakthrough came when a small drop of blood recovered from
the crime scene was recently tested with advanced DNA tech-
nology. The results matched the suspect.Investigators also
examined a laptop that once belonged to him, which helped
them strengthen the case and officially confirm his involvement.
With this new evidence, authorities renewed their search and
issued a fresh appeal to the public.The FBI is now working
closely with Indian agencies to trace the suspect and begin the
extradition process. The families affected by the crime have
been waiting many years for justice, and the new progress has
brought fresh hope that the accused will finally be captured and
brought before the court.

The emergence of artificial intelligence and the sub-
sequent robotic culture has started to show its effect
on the job industry already with several companies
firing human workforces.A new viral video from
the UAE has sparked debate about the future of jobs
after it showed an humanoid robot acting like a
CEO and interviewing people. In the clip, the robot
confidently claims that it can learn complex laws
within seconds, finish tasks faster than any human,
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The volume of the population that is aiming for the
H1B visa from the United States has been on a con-
stant rise. Now, here’s what a veteran of the craft
has to say on this matter.A former U.S. visa officer
recently stated that there is “something badly
wrong” with the H1B visa system, arguing that the
programme has drifted far from its original purpose.
He explained that during his time interviewing
applicants, many candidates did not appear to be
highly specialised professionals.Instead, they
seemed like average graduates who were being
brought to the United States to fill roles that did not
necessarily require advanced or rare skills. He
believes this weakens the fairness of the system and
raises questions about why companies prefer inter-
national workers when equally capable American
workers are available.He also highlighted how
some companies use the H1B route to hire workers
at lower wages, which reduces opportunities for
local talent. Over the years, investigations and
audits have revealed several issues in the H1B
space, including underpayment, fake job descrip-

It appears that the Trump minis-
tration in the United States is [}
doing everything in their |
power to suppress the immi-
gration working population of
the country. The United States
has introduced a major
change to its work permit sys- |
tem that affects thousands of '5
immigrants. The validity of

Employment Authorization ?
Documents has been reduced -
from five years to eighteen o5
months.This new rule applies | -
to refugees, asylum appli-

-
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and even “take jobs before
lunch.”The video quickly spread
across social media, creating
anxiety about whether such
advanced machines could soon
replace office workers, man-
agers, and other roles once con-
sidered completely safe.Many
viewers initially found the clip
funny, but the message it delivers
is serious. It highlights how fast
artificial intelligence and robotics
are growing in capability and
how businesses worldwide are
already exploring automation to
improve speed, accuracy, and
cost efficiency.In the UAE espe-
cially, several companies have
started using Al agents for cus-
tomer support, auditing work,
scheduling, and basic decision
making.Videos of robots walking
on Dubai streets have also added to the public’s
curiosity and concern. While experts say that Al can
handle repetitive or rule-based tasks extremely well,
they also note that human judgement, creativity, and
emotional understanding remain irreplaceable.The
viral robot CEO video ultimately serves as a
reminder that workers must adapt, upskill, and stay
prepared for rapid technological change.

o Thes D et o

tions, misuse of job‘classifications, and failure to
follow proper visa rules.In some cases, workers
have even reported unfair treatment and pressure
from employers who take advantage of their visa
dependency.Overall, the criticism points to a system
that is not functioning as intended. Instead of focus-
ing on highly skilled talent, the programme is often
used to meet low cost labour needs, creating long
term concerns for both American workers and gen-
uine skilled migrants.

validity may be even shorter and er review of each case as part of a

broader tightening of
immigration
*procedures.However,
many immigrant commu-
nities fear the conse-
quences. Shorter validity
means more frequent
| renewals, more paper-
L work, and longer waiting
periods during which jobs
may be at risk.It can
increase pressure on pro-
cessing centers that are
already struggling with

P

cants, and several other cate-
gories of immigrants who depend
on work permits while waiting
for long term decisions on their
status. It also covers both fresh
applications and renewals that are
filed from the date the rule came
into effect.In some categories, the

limited to the period of author-
ized stay. This includes people
with Temporary Protected Status,
certain parole categories, and
spouses of entrepreneur parole
holders. The government says the
change is meant to allow more
frequent security checks and clos-

heavy backlogs. Employers also
worry that the instability caused
by frequent renewals may affect
workforce planning. Overall, the
decision has raised serious con-
cerns about uncertainty and
added stress for immigrant work-
ers.
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