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Bengaluru's metro network has spent 2025 in one
of its busiest phases of growth. New tracks have
opened, long-pending projects have edged for-

ward and the city has inched closer to a system .
that can carry people quickly across key job clus- ¥4

ters. The network now covers about ninety six

kilometres and BMRCL aims to stretch this length =% =3
to one hundred and seventy five kilometres by g =
2027 and two hundred and twenty five kilometres 52

by 2030. The broader plan includes more trains,

shorter gaps between services and better links to 8
the airport and outer suburbs.The year also (8

brought new pressures and closer oversight. The
government set up a high level group to track
progress on the airport-bound Blue Line and to
ensure that work along Outer Ring Road does not
slip behind schedule. Ridership crossed the one
million mark on peak days and operational profits
improved after more than twenty three crore jour-
neys in the previous financial year. The Yellow
Line to Electronic City moved from years of slow
work to carrying large commuter volumes from
August onwards.As the year ends, Namma Metro
runs about ninety six kilometres of track across
three principal corridors and eighty three stations.
The Purple Line links Challaghatta and
Whitefield through the city's central spine and
remains the busiest route. The Green Line contin-
ues to serve northern industrial zones and south-
ern neighbourhoods such as Basavanagudi and
Jayanagar.The biggest change in 2025 arrived
with the Yellow Line between Rashtreeya
Vidyalaya Road and Delta Electronics
Bommasandra. This corridor covers around nine-
teen kilometres and serves sixteen elevated sta-
tions, including key links at Jayadeva Hospital
and Central Silk Board. The route has opened up
much needed access to Electronic City and the
busy industrial belt that surrounds it.Passenger
numbers rose sharply once the line began full
operations. On 11 August the metro crossed one
million journeys in a single day for the first time.
Even after the first rush settled, over one million
trips were recorded again on 7 October. These fig-
ures reflect both the appeal of the new Yellow

Tavarekere targeted for the middle of 2026 and
the longer underground section between Dairy
Circle and Nagawara planned for the end of 2026.

%= Full operations are therefore likely only in the

Line and the steady popularity of the Purple and
Green corridors.The Yellow Line began with very
few trains and long gaps between services. Early
operations relied on three trainsets, creating waits
of more than twenty minutes from end to end.
Commuters from Electronic City welcomed the
link but demanded more frequent services, espe-
cially during the morning and evening peaks. A
fifth train entered testing in the autumn, which
trimmed headways to about fifteen minutes. A
sixth trainset reached the Hebbagodi depot in
early December, with more expected through
early 2026. These additions should help the line
settle towards a frequency of five to six minutes
in the coming months.Passenger feedback also
prompted changes at stations. BMRCL added
rows of metal benches at several stops after users
complained of long waits without seating. Service
timings were adjusted after a protest at RV Road
in November, with earlier first trains on Mondays
to help workers and weekend travellers catch
timely connections.Work on the Pink Line, the
central north to south corridor, has continued
through the year. This twenty one kilometre route
will run from Kalena Agrahara to Nagawara with
a majority of stations underground. It is set to
become one of the most important spines of the
network when complete.The first prototype train-
set is now expected to be presented on 11
December following a brief delay. These trains
will support initial trial runs on the elevated
southern stretch. The line will open in two parts,
with the first section from Kalena Agrahara to

v \ - :«‘\\ ~

second half of 2026. The corridor promises short-

£ er travel times between Bannerghatta Road, cen-
#1 tral Bengaluru, Nagawara and the Manyata Tech
& Park zone.The Blue Line, which forms Phase Two

| A and Two B, has been one of the most closely

watched projects of the year. This route will con-
nect Central Silk Board with Kempegowda
International Airport and provide a high capacity
line along Outer Ring Road. Civil work between
Silk Board and KR Pura is about eighty five per-
cent complete and the airport stretch is more than
halfway finished.The state government moved to
create a high level monitoring group in December
to keep the project on track. Current projections
suggest that the Silk Board to KR Pura section
could open in December 2026 and the remaining
stretch to the airport in 2027. The corridor will
serve over five hundred companies and more than
one million technology workers in the ORR belt,
an area that often suffers gridlock throughout the
day.The next expansion wave under Phase Three
has begun to take shape. The Union Cabinet
cleared two new corridors of about forty four
kilometres in 2024, and a separate Hebbal to
Sarjapur corridor under Phase Three A is also
moving through approval processes. Some
stretches have already seen ceremonial starts. The
timelines have shifted from earlier hopes of 2029
and now extend towards 2031. The corporation is
seeking to revise costs on the Hebbal to Sarjapur
line as it works towards central clearances in the
coming months.BMRCL aims to extend the net-
work to one hundred and seventy five kilometres
by 2027 and about two hundred and twenty five
kilometres by 2030. Meeting these targets
requires the full Pink Line by late 2026 and the
Blue Line's airport link by 2027. Once these
expansions are complete, the metro will offer
more reliable headways of four to six minutes
across major stations, easing pressure on buses
and private vehicles.The metro's role in support-

ing everyday travel is already evident. The full
Purple Line has cut travel times between
Whitefield and Challaghatta and encouraged
more predictable journeys. The Yellow Line has
given Electronic City workers a reliable alterna-
tive to Hosur Road, even if frequencies remain a
work in progress. Some busy roads such as the
Bannerghatta Road stretch near Dairy Circle have
started to breathe again as construction sites clear
out, although motorists say that surface repairs
and junction redesigns need more attention.The
metro also supports special medical transfers.
Previously reported instances of donor hearts
being moved between hospitals using metro trains
in under twenty minutes show how reliable
timetables and uninterrupted tracks can aid emer-
gency services.Buses will continue to comple-
ment the metro. BMTC has launched a new air
conditioned service along NICE Road between
Madavara and Electronic City, offering long non
stop runs that suit commuters who prefer fewer
changes across the city.The year has seen visible
progress, but several risks remain. Land acquisi-
tion challenges and design changes continue to
pose problems. Rolling stock shortages have
delayed frequency improvements on both the
Yellow and Pink Lines. Phase Two costs have
risen sharply over the years, and disciplined exe-
cution will be crucial to contain future
overruns.Space constraints along Outer Ring
Road and the competition between flyovers,
viaducts and road projects also create integration
challenges. Authorities have announced more
flexible compensation packages for landowners
but these policies will be tested as larger parcels
are required for depots and stations.By the end of
2025, Namma Metro stands at an important mid-
point. The Yellow Line has finally started carry-
ing large crowds, the first Pink Line trainset is
close to its debut and the Blue Line has attracted
top level supervision. If BMRCL manages to
maintain pace through 2026 and 2027, Bengaluru
could soon have a metro system that shapes trav-
el choices for millions and becomes the central
pillar of mobility in India's technology capital.

10160 Gracually Returms o Norma
3 Government Montors Recover

IndiGo is restoring operations after major disruption, with
the government closely watching every step. The airline
plans over 1,650 flights, compared with 1,500 on the previ-
ous day, and reported 137 of 138 destinations active. On-time
performance has risen to 75 per cent, a sharp jump from 30
per cent a day earlier.The Ministry of Civil Aviation has
pushed IndiGo to speed up refunds, improve schedules and
clear baggage backlogs. Officials said air travel across India
is stabilising fast, as other carriers are running at full capaci-
ty with normal schedules. IndiGo is also waiving fees on can-
cellations and rescheduling for tickets booked up to 15
December.To protect passengers’ money, the Ministry of
Civil Aviation ordered IndiGo to complete all pending
refunds for cancelled or heavily delayed flights by 8 pm on
the same day. IndiGo has processed Rs 610 crore in refunds
so far. Airlines have also been told that trips changed due to
these disruptions must not attract any extra rescheduling
charges.Officials said the aviation network is moving
towards full normal operations, but strict supervision contin-
ues. A 24x7 control room at the Ministry of Civil Aviation
tracks IndiGo operations, airport conditions and passenger
support. Teams on the ground are monitoring crew plans and
service standards so that all directions are followed and trav-
ellers are treated properly.

IndiGo said services are improving each day, with more
flights added back to the schedule. The airline reported that
137 of its 138 destinations are now connected again. It also
said the rate of luggage tracing and refund processing is
increasing. IndiGo stated, "We are working round the clock
to resume normal service. Please bear with us,” in its latest
update.

IndiGo fare caps, baggage delivery and key figures
Following many cancellations and a brief spike in fares, the
Ministry of Civil Aviation stepped in with immediate fare
caps on affected routes. Officials said this move has brought
prices back to reasonable levels. All airlines have been asked
to follow the revised fare limits strictly, and regulators are
watching for any overcharging.For baggage, IndiGo has been
told to locate and return all bags separated from passengers
within 48 hours. The airline must keep passengers informed
until delivery. Officials said IndiGo had already delivered
3,000 pieces of baggage across India by the previous day.
Dedicated support teams are helping travellers fix refund
issues and manage new bookings.
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Bringing an eight-year legal
battle to a dramatic close, the
Principal District and Sessions
Court in  Ernakulam on
Monday (December 8) acquit-
ted Malayalam actor Dileep in
the 2017 actress abduction and
sexual assault case. The verdict
was pronounced in open court
by Judge Smt. Honey M.
Varghese, marking the culmi-
nation of one of Kerala's most
high-profile and closely §&#
watched trials.While Dileep -
listed as the eighth accused - ™
walked free of all charges, the court
convicted the first six accused,
including prime accused Sunil N.S.,
popularly known as Pulsar Suni.
The court held them guilty of
offences ranging from criminal con-
spiracy and abduction to gang rape.
They were convicted under IPC
Sections 120B, 340, 354, 366, 354B,
and 376D, among others. The sen-
tencing for the convicted group has
been scheduled for December 12,
Live Law reported.The February 17,
2017 incident - involving the abduc-
tion and sexual assault of a leading
actress in a moving vehicle on the
outskirts of Kochi - triggered mas-
sive public outrage and rewired
power dynamics within the

Malayalam film industry. Video
footage of the assault, allegedly
recorded by the attackers, formed a
crucial part of the prosecution's nar-
rative.Pulsar Suni was named the
primary perpetrator, while Dileep
was accused of masterminding the
conspiracy. Over the years, the case
expanded to include 15 accused.
Some were later discharged, some
turned approvers, and two individu-
als were added through supplemen-
tary chargesheets as the investiga-
tion deepened.

Journey Through Courts

The trial, one of the longest of its
kind in Kerala, moved through sev-
eral complex legal chapters. Dileep,
who spent around 80 days in cus-

tr Dileen Walks Free ot All Charoes In 20107 Actr
Uit Case: & Guty To Be Sentencea On D

, tody before securing bail from
| the High Court, repeatedly
challenged the police probe.
His 2018 petition seeking a
CBI investigation was dis-
missed, with the High Court
ruling that an accused person
cannot demand a change of
y investigating agency. A subse-
quent appeal met the same
fate.The Supreme Court also
intervened at crucial
moments. In 2019, while
denying Dileep's request for a
copy of the memory card con-
taining assault visuals, the apex
court directed that the trial be com-
pleted "preferably within six
months." But as delays persisted, the
Court granted extensions, finally
allowing time until March 31,
2024.Meanwhile,  Pulsar  Suni
remained in custody for over seven
years before the Supreme Court
granted him bail in 2024, citing pro-
longed trial timelines.This year, the
Kerala High Court sought a status
update from the Sessions Court after
a journalist's petition flagged delays.
With examination of witnesses com-
pleted, multiple litigations settled,
and arguments wrapped up, the
Sessions Court eventually reserved
its judgment - delivered today.



As we had been extensively reporting, the number of anti-
social activities involving the Indian community in the
United States has been on a constant rise. Now here’s the
case of a pathetic Indian doctor who faces elongated jail
sentence for his inhumane actions.A Michigan court has
handed a harsh sentence to Oumair Aejaz, a former physi-
cian, after finding him guilty of secretly recording women
and children over several years. He has been sentenced to
a minimum of 35 years and a maximum of 60 years in
prison for multiple counts of sexual misconduct, shocking
both the local community and the medical fraternity.The
case surfaced when Aejaz’s wife approached police after
discovering hidden recordings inside their home. This led
to a detailed investigation, during which authorities
uncovered concealed cameras placed not only in his resi-
dence but also in locations such as hospitals, changing
rooms and other private spaces.Digital forensic experts
later recovered thousands of disturbing videos from lap-
tops, mobile phones and external hard drives seized from
him.During the sentencing hearing, several victims deliv-
ered emotional statements, describing the deep mental and
emotional trauma caused by his actions.One of the victims
publicly confronted Aejaz in court, highlighting the life-
long damage inflicted on those who trusted him. The judge
strongly condemned his behavior, calling the crimes
unimaginable and a complete betrayal of trust, especially
given his position as a doctor.The court observed that no
punishment could truly undo the harm caused, but stressed
that the lengthy sentence was necessary to ensure justice
and protect society.
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The Supreme C ear the
case pertaining to the recent abolishment of the birthright citi-
zenship that was passed by the Donald Trump government.The
issue of birthright citizenship in the United States has once again
come into focus, with the Supreme Court agreeing to hear argu-
ments linked to former President Donald Trump’s views on the
matter.Birthright citizenship is guaranteed under the Fourteenth
Amendment, which grants automatic citizenship to anyone born
on American soil, regardless of their parents” immigration status.
This principle has been a cornerstone of the US Constitution for
over a century.During his presidency, Donald Trump repeatedly
stated that birthright citizenship was being misused and
expressed his intention to change or restrict the policy.He argued
that the amendment was not meant to apply in its current form
and claimed that executive action could be taken to reinterpret it.
These comments sparked widespread legal and political debate,
with many constitutional experts asserting that altering birthright
citizenship would require a constitutional amendment rather
than a presidential order.The Supreme Court’s decision to hear
the matter has raised fresh interest and concern, especially
among immigrant communities and civil rights groups.
Supporters of birthright citizenship see it as a fundamental con-
stitutional right, while critics believe it encourages illegal immi-
gration.The upcoming hearing is expected to examine the legal
boundaries of executive power and the original intent of the
Constitution. The final ruling could have major implications for
immigration policy and constitutional law in the United States.
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ROYAL JOURNALISM (Bapatla) December 08: District
Collector Dr. V. Vinod Kumar has directed officials to work with
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commitment towards realizing the Swarna Andhra Vision. The
Collector conducted a review meeting with district, divisional and
mandal-level officials on Monday from the Collectorate, examin-
ing the implementation of various government welfare and devel-
opment programmes.The Collector instructed officials to expedite
MGNREGA works and ensure timely employment for labourers.
He said that construction of 10 Panchayat office buildings, sanc-
tioned by the government at a cost of 732 lakh each, should begin
immediately. He also directed officials to complete the construc-
tion of Gokulam sheds without delay.Dr. Vinod Kumar empha-
sized the need to take prompt action for the rejuvenation of soak
pits, drainage canals, and silted village tanks, ensuring proper util-

MLA Vegesna Narendra Varma E
 Issues at CVAP (P-4) Pu

of Pub

Royal journalism (Bapatla) December 08: Bapatla
Vegesna Narendra Varma Raju held a Public Darbar
Grievance Programme on Monday at the Constituency
Vision Action Plan (CVAP) — P-4 Unit Office, located with-
in the Bapatla Municipal Office premises. The event wit-
nessed a strong turnout of citizens seeking solutions to vari-

ous civic and personal issues.During the programme, the
MLA personally interacted with the people who had come ~

forward with petitions, complaints, and appeals. He listened
attentively to each grievance and ensured that the details
were recorded accurately by the staff present. Immediately
after receiving each petition, he contacted the respective
departmental officials over phone and instructed them to
resolve the issues without delay.Speaking on the occasion,
MLA Narendra Varma emphasized that the primary objective
of the CVVAP unit is to provide a transparent, accessible and
accountable platform for the public to voice their concerns.
He said that resolving citizens’ issues in a timely and effec-
tive manner remains the top priority of the constituency
administration.The MLA directed officials from various
departments—including municipal administration, public
health, engineering, electricity, housing, and revenue—to
respond promptly to the grievances forwarded to them. He
warned that any negligence or delays in addressing public
problems would be viewed seriously.Petitions received at the
darbar included issues relating to drinking water supply,
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Indian women’s cricket star Smriti Mandhana has o?ﬁ—
cially confirmed that her wedding with music composer
Palash Muchhal has been called off. After many weeks
of rumours and public discussions, Smriti decided to
speak openly to clear the confusion and share the truth
with her fans.The wedding was earlier planned for
November 2025, and several pre-wedding celebrations
had already taken place. Photos and videos from these
events had gone viral on social media. However, the cer-
emony was suddenly postponed after Smriti’s father suf-
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isation and water conservation. Measures must be taken to harvest
and store rainwater effectively, he added.Referring to agriculture,
the Collector noted that urea consumption has increased this year
compared to the last three years. He instructed officials to submit
online reports on urea procurement and sales, and to inspect fields
to assess the problems caused by excessive urea usage and submit
detailed reports.The Collector said that the government considers
paddy procurement a highly significant process. He instructed
officials to take steps to achieve the target of one lakh metric
tonnes of paddy procurement by the end of December. Task Force
teams must conduct intensive inspections, and special attention
should be paid to the condition of gunny bags during mill inspec-
tions, he added.RDOs must oversee paddy procurement centres
and personally inspect rice mills, the Collector said. He informed
that 1,000 tarpaulin sheets have been supplied to RSKs and
advised farmers to use them without hesitation. Moisture meters
are available at Rythu Seva Kendras, and adequate gunny bag
stocks have been arranged. Farmers bringing their own gunny
bags will receive reimbursement from the government, he clari-
fied. Officials were instructed to create awareness among farmers
and ensure they clearly understand these guidelines.Those who
attended the meeting include Joint Collector Bhavana Vishishta,
RDOs Gloria, Chandrasekhar and Ramalakshmi, Agriculture
Department DD Annapurna, DWAMA PD Vijayalakshmi,
Housing Department PD Venkateswara Rao, MARKFED GM
Arunasri, District Coordinator for Village/Ward Secretariats
Yashwanth, EDAM Kumar Rajan, Tahsildars and other officials.
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drainage m%ﬁn_tenancé, sanitation, ﬁahsing allotments, pen-
sion approvals, streetlight repairs, land-related grievances,
and civic infrastructure gaps. The MLA assured the com-
plainants that all the issues would be monitored until final
resolution and that necessary follow-up reviews would be
conducted.He reiterated that regular public grievance pro-
grammes will continue in the coming weeks across different
locations of the constituency to ensure that the administration
remains close and accessible to the people.Local leaders,
municipal officials, staff of the CVVAP unit, volunteers and a
large number of residents participated in the programme.
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fered a medical emergency. Soon after, reports also came
out that Palash was admitted to the hospital due to stress-
related health issues. At that time, both families said the
wedding was only delayed. This gave fans hope that
everything would soon return to normal.But over the fol-
lowing weeks, many people noticed changes. Smriti
removed wedding-related posts from her social media.
She was also seen in public without her engagement
ring. These signs increased speculation that something
deeper was wrong. Finally, Smriti broke her silence with
a clear message. She said it was important for her to
speak out and confirm that the wedding has been offi-
cially called off.In her statement, Smriti explained that
she is a very private person but felt the need to clarify the
situation because of the growing rumours. She asked
everyone to respect the privacy of both families during
this emotional time.Smriti also strongly shifted the focus
back to her cricket career. She said playing for India has
always been her biggest purpose. Representing the coun-
try, winning matches, and lifting trophies remain her top
priorities. She made it clear that her dedication to Indian
cricket has not changed and never will. This announce-
ment comes at an important stage in her career, as she is
preparing for major international matches and the
upcoming Women’s Premier League season.
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