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       
     
      
      


      
     
      
      

      



    
     
     
     

   
 
     
    

    
     
      
      

      
     



   

      
 
     
      
    
     

     
     
      
     

      

    

     

     


     
    

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


       
       

      

    
      
     
     

     

      
    
   

      
 

    
    

 
     

      
       
     

    

   
   
    
  
   
   

    
    
    
    
    
   
     
      
      


      


      



       




 
 
 
    
     
    


    
    

    
    

    
     
     


 

   


    

    
   
   
   
     
   
    
    
    

     
    





 
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          
         

           
        
       

       
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
         
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     
      
        

       

        
      
     
       
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
  
 
       
         
     
       
       




       

          
       
      
      






     
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



      
   
      
     
       

  
    
    

     
    
      
      

     


       

       
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       
    
      
     


      
      
      

     

      
     
 
 

       

        
 
     





4 
1 THURSDAY JANUARY 2026
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         
      
 
          

          
       
        
       
         
  
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    
    

    
   
    
  
  
    
   
     
   
    

    
     
   

   
      
     

      



    
     
 
     

   
     
      
   
      

      
     
     



 
 

 

      
    
 
    
    


    
     
    

    
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
       
     
     

      
     
     
      

     
     
       
      




       
       

        

  
      

 
 


    

     

         
        
       

       
       
    

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       

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Misinformation: The new frontline in geopolitics
As digital content becomes ammuni-
tion, the world faces a critical chal-
lenge: to restore information. No longer
confined to diplomacy or defense strat-
egy, today’s power struggles are fought
in the realm of perception — through
deepfakes and manipulated media.In
today’s war-torn world, images and
videos don’t just go viral, they explode.
Like digital bombs, they scatter shards
of truth, half-truths, and outright false-
hoods across borders, screens, and
minds. We are living in an age where
one deepfake can shatter diplomatic
trust, one AI-generated image can incite
unrest, and one viral headline can sabo-
tage years of negotiation. When misin-
formation and fake news enter this ros-
ter of weaponry, the tragedy is com-
pounded. What could have been a
moment of resilience turns into a spec-
tacle of doubt and chaos.The recent
escalations in the Indian subcontinent
stand as a burning example of this. As
tensions rose, misinformation surged;
fabricated visuals, misattributed videos,
and misleading narratives flooded
social media. But what stood out was
the Indian government’s prompt and
proactive response: deploying fact-
check units, engaging official handles,
and taking down false content in real-
time. It wasn’t just governance; it was
communication warfare.Strategic com-
munication in today’s geopolitical
space has become a battlefield of con-
tending ideas, contrasting perceptions,
diverse strategies and complex narra-
tives.In 2025, the framework of the
geopolitical landscape has been affect-
ed by the geostrategic communication
architecture. The entire ecosystem has
become a “Bitter Platform of pulls and
pressure” a “Tug of War” and “Slanging
Match” being played out on different
media formats by stakeholders whose
image is at stake. The moot question is
whether geostrategic communication
requires overriding restraints to focus
on limits of misuse of content through
deepfakes, AI-generated images, false-
hood promotion and trigger-generated
perception and response.Recent events
have shown that the geopolitical space
is on a “24x7 Communication Alert”.
The buzz thereby generated has influ-

enced the contours of the core diplo-
matic interface and messaging struc-
ture. It has also sent warning signals
that wrap around “Communication
Disorder”, misinformation and hyped
ecosystem content. The entire commu-
nication operation is not a messaging
tool, rather it is being positioned as a
strategic weapon to misguide and nega-
tively align thereby disturbing the
“Information Equilibrium and
Discourse”.In the good old days,
geopolitics was dominated by conven-
tional tools and channels of dissemina-
tion, bilateral interface and personal
diplomacy interference to counter nega-
tive narratives, perceptions and senti-
ments. Today, the conventional wisdom
has been overtaken by “Communication
Strikes” which thrive on utilising the
space to destabilise, manipulate and
churn unwanted crises, narratives and
unending falsehoods in an era of instant
communication. Policymakers and
strategists grapple with the matrix of
complex “Communication Intersectio
ns” where ground rules are not constant
and thrive on fakery and
“Communication Escalation” points.
Any crisis that impacts geopolitics
today thrives on communication disor-
der, imbalance and asymmetry.The lack
of understanding to dissect the negative
content amongst the audiences leads to
being prey to biased hostile reporting.
This has been one of the biggest obsta-
cles to transparency in communicating
the right message through the appropri-
ate medium.Fact-checking units have
become the new normal of the global
order. Image depiction and messaging
consistency within the diplomatic land-
scape have suffered pitfalls due to a
lack of reciprocity in outlining events,
issues and themes.The Indian subconti-
nent witnessed this first-hand. As ten-
sion escalated, certain media outlets and
social platforms were flooded with
images and videos purportedly from
conflict zones. Many of these were
from unrelated incidents or were digi-
tally manipulated to incite public panic.
However, Indian authorities acted
swiftly: real-time fact-checking, dis-
semination of verified updates, and
coordinated efforts with social media

platforms helped curb the impact. The
government of India’s Fact Check Unit
PIB, under the aegis of the I&B
Ministry, played a critical role in
stalling the flow of disinformation that
flooded the social media space in the
recent events of neighbourhood ten-
sion.The result? Temporary restoration
of the information order in a region oth-
erwise on the brink of digital chaos. The
need for a new global information order
is acute and arises on account of the
gaps and fissures that appear in the
messaging and perception terrain.Due
to the deep impact of social media,
every medium and tool within the
geostrategic space is suffering from
“Asymmetrical Dynamics”. Dynamics
related to information overload, over-
hype infodemics, lack of credibility and
the growing role and interplay of non-
state elements in the ecosystem.The
need today is to use communication not
as an adjunct to a strategy and policy,
but rather utilise the platform to build
trust, confidence, self-belief and trans-
parency and “Positioning
Communication Perspective”. The
problem is that the institutional struc-
tures that govern the ecosystem thrive
on the “Imbalances Related to
Resources, Reach, Accountability and
Non-Regulation” of the mediums. It is
no rocket science when one notices the
biased projection of the Western media
on issues that create ripples in the
image, perception and narratives. These
structures do not facilitate a fair dis-
course of narratives rather they suffer
from communication distortion due to
their mantra of knee-jerk communica-
tion.Globally, geostrategic practitioners
have suffered the menace of fact-check-

ing, to ensure fairness and
ethics in information manage-
ment. This unwanted phenom-
enon has also thrived due to
the lack of “Media literacy”
and awareness amongst peo-
ple, and the inability to criti-
cally understand and evaluate
content.This phenomenon is
one of the biggest push factors
ailing the current global infor-
mation order and has led to
distortion and lack of under-
standing of key issues domi-

nating the media space.In the current
global order, geostrategic considera-
tions are certainly playing out in the
public domain, rather than in hush-hush
corridors of power. Policymakers face
the challenge of gestures, curated visu-
als, amplified images, and digital tools.
Invasion that erases trust, cohesion and
transparency in the information ecosys-
tem.Geostrategy, today requires a holis-
tic narrative-building exercise wherein
traditional and new media formats
weave together a predictable and com-
prehensive narrative. It is a critical fac-
tor that must be to weave and check the
role and responsibility of
AI.Technology-driven communication,
that does not obliterate transparency
and ethics in the domain of strategic
messaging. Global consensuses should
not fall prey to the wonder tools and
algorithms of AI as it would expose the
inbuilt fragility of communication
through modern tools techniques and
content.What the world needs now is a
globally accepted fact-checking proto-
col; a cooperative network of govern-
ments, tech platforms, and neutral
watchdogs committed to immediate and
effective debunking of
misinformation.It must be matched
with international investments in media
literacy initiatives and cross-border
transparency frameworks. In these
volatile times, when geopolitics is dic-
tated by optics and perception, the cost
of unchecked misinformation is far too
high. Strategic communication must be
wielded not as a megaphone for chaos,
but as a lighthouse of clarity and trust
because the war for truth is no less
important than the war for peace.

The Modi Doctrine: India’s historic shift from restraint to retaliation
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's doctrine
will be etched in history as a transforma-
tive policy that decisively redefined India's
approach to Pakistan's terror-driven provo-
cations. For decades, cross-border terror-
ism was treated with diplomatic exchanges
and measured responses. But under Modi's
leadership, India has declared that terror
attacks will henceforth be regarded as acts
of war-meriting the severest punishment,
including cross-border strikes and direct
retaliation against both terrorists and their
patrons.An in-depth analysis of Modi's
speech exhibits that his doctrine is not
mere rhetoric-it has been enforced with
unmistakable resolve. The obliteration of
nine terror camps and the destruction of
eleven Pakistani air bases by India stand as
irrefutable evidence of this new policy.
The message is unequivocal: extremists,
whether sheltered by rogue regimes or
operating independently, will be treated as

state actors, and both will face retribu-
tion.Modi has also used this doctrine to
convey a broader global message-
Pakistan's terror agenda is not just India's
problem. The prime minister has high-
lighted that Islamabad's terror network has
targeted Western powers as well. The trag-
ic 9/11 attacks on the United States and the
deadly London Tube bombings have direct
links to terrorists trained in Pakistan. In
Modi's view, the state and terror are inter-
twined in Pakistan, making the country
complicit in its proxies' actions.India's res-
olute response during Operation Sindoor, a
high-stakes military offensive, has further
cemented this policy. The doctrine is clear-
Pakistan will face identical, severe conse-
quences if it continues to harbour terrorists
or allows its territory to serve as a breeding
ground for extremism.Modi's doctrine is a
multifaceted strategy with significant
diplomatic, military, and strategic implica-

tions. His speech has been widely recog-
nised as a statement of India's future poli-
cy, echoing the American operation that
eliminated Osama bin Laden on Pakistani
soil and Israel's retaliatory strikes against
Hamas following the murder of innocent
civilians. rime Minister Modi's stance has
thus placed India in the league of proac-
tive, decisive nations that prioritise their
security and sovereignty without suc-
cumbing to diplomatic dithering or strate-
gic ambiguity.Modi's doctrine on terrorism
has redefined India's strategic response to
Pakistan's persistent cross-border terror,
establishing a historic precedent where
acts of terror are equated to acts of war.
This transformative policy shift has not
only fortified India's defence posture but
has also sent an unequivocal global mes-
sage-India will retaliate decisively against
terrorism, even if it means crossing the
Line of Control (LoC).The Modi Doctrine

will be remembered for ending the
decades-old ambiguity over India's
response to Pakistan-sponsored terrorism.
By categorically treating terror attacks as
acts of war, the doctrine authorises the
Indian armed forces to launch punitive
strikes, including cross-LoC operations,
against terror camps and their patrons.
This paradigm shift has brought an end to
the era of 'restraint' in the face of terror
provocations, ushering in a new era of
active deterrence.The 2016 surgical strikes
following the Uri attack and the 2019
Balakot airstrikes after the Pulwama inci-
dent are vivid examples of this proactive
policy. These actions shattered the myth
that Pakistan's nuclear arsenal would pre-
vent India from striking back. India's
response has forced global powers to re-
evaluate their approach to state-sponsored
terrorism. It has positioned India as a
nation unwilling to bow before terror
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From sinclair to supply chains: The jungle is still with us
From factory floors to psychological anxi-
eties to geopolitical chaos, “the jungle”
remains a powerful symbol for disorder
and injustice. Now when populist politics
and protectionist policies rattle a fragile
global order, that metaphor feels more
urgent than everWhen Upton Sinclair pub-
lished The Jungle in 1906, he wasn’t just
exposing the gruesome conditions of
Chicago slaughterhouses. His goal was far
more ambitious: to hold up a mirror to a
system where working class immigrants
were chewed up by industrial capitalism
and discarded without consequence.In
Sinclair’s world, the factory floor was a
battlefield, and the enemy wasn’t just
spoiled meat, it was a society that let
exploitation flourish unchecked. The “jun-
gle” he described wasn’t just physical
filth; it was moral and systemic rot. It was
chaos disguised as progress. Sinclair
believed in the power of literature to
inspire reform. And it worked — sort of.
Outrage over the novel led to sweeping
reforms in food safety, but less attention
was paid to the human cost Sinclair was
trying to highlight. “I aimed at the public’s
heart,” he famously said, “and by accident
I hit it in the stomach.” Still, The Jungle
succeeded in embedding its metaphor
deeply into the American psyche.
A New Kind of Jungle
Fast forward to the early 2000s. On televi-
sion, a new jungle appears, this time in the
form of a catchy, ironic song. Randy
Newman’s “It’s a Jungle Out There,” the
theme for the detective show Monk,
reframes the jungle as something psycho-
logical. The main character, Adrian Monk,
isn’t fighting corrupt bosses or oppressive
systems. He’s battling a world filled with
germs, lies, and sensory overload.This
evolution of the metaphor is telling.Over
the decades, the jungle shifted from a col-
lective, societal concern to an individual,
psychological one. In the early 20th centu-
ry, the jungle was a cry for labour
reform.By the early 21st, it had become a
symbol of the unpredictability and anxiety

of modern life. The metaphor lost none of
its power — but it changed direction.
Instead of organising strikes, people
organised their thoughts. Instead of chal-
lenging industrial titans, they challenged
their inner demons.
The Jungle Reawakens
And then came Donald Trump. With
Trump’s rise to power, particularly his
approach to trade and foreign policy, the
jungle metaphor clawed its way back to
the surface of political discourse. His doc-
trine of “reciprocal tariffs” was pitched as
a fairer approach to trade. In practice, it
turned global commerce into a chaotic,
unpredictable game.Allies became adver-
saries. Long-standing norms were tossed
out. And instead of careful deliberation,
trade policy was sometimes announced via
tweet. Businesses, Governments, and mar-
kets struggled to keep up. One week, a
country might be a trade partner; the next,
it could face penalties. This wasn’t strate-
gy as much as survival. Just like Sinclair’s
characters, modern players in this new jun-
gle had to navigate an environment where
the rules could change without warning.
Once again, the most vulnerable bore the
brunt. Small businesses couldn’t hedge
risks like multinational corporations.
Developing countries had little recourse
when hit with tariffs. Working class fami-
lies paid more for goods as supply chains
buckled. The jungle had returned, red in

tooth and tweet.
A Global System Under Strain
But here’s the twist: today’s jun-
gle is not confined to a single
country. We live in an interde-
pendent, globalised world —
one shaped as much by the lega-
cy of communism as by the tri-
umphs of capitalism. The Cold
War may have ended, but its
economic aftershocks continue
to ripple through international
relations. Our current global
system wasn’t built by one ide-
ology. It was cobbled together

by generations of leaders, economists, and
institutions from across the ideological
spectrum. Free trade agreements, interna-
tional courts, multinational cooperation —
all these evolved not just to promote pros-
perity but to prevent the kind of chaos that
destroyed economies and started wars. To
unwind this system is no small feat. And
voters around the world are beginning to
push back against leaders who promise to
tear it all down.
Democracy Strikes Back
In Canada, the Liberal Party led by Mark
Carney recently won re-election, staving
off a challenge from the Conservative
Party.The results were seen as a clear
rebuke of Trump-style rhetoric. Carney’s
platform emphasised international cooper-
ation and climate leadership — not walls,
tariffs, or isolation. In Australia, Anthony
Albanese’s centre-left Labour Party pulled
off a significant victory. Despite months of
grim polling, Labour secured a second
consecutive term — a feat not accom-
plished in over two decades. Voters
expressed concern that Peter Dutton,
leader of the conservative Liberal Party,
would replicate Trumpian tactics if elect-
ed. The result? A resounding no to polari-
sation and chaos. In Europe, Germany’s
Government took a bold step by officially
designating the far-right Alternative für
Deutschland (AfD) party as a right-wing
extremist group.In the words of the

domestic intelligence agency, the party’s
“ethnicity-and ancestry-based understand-
ing” was “incompatible with the free dem-
ocratic order.” In a region still scarred by
the consequences of extremism, the warn-
ing was stark. All of this underscores a
global shift. People are weary of the jun-
gle. They want rules, predictability, fair-
ness. They want a system that works or at
least tries to.
Lessons from the Past
Upton Sinclair understood the power of
systems. He knew that individuals could
struggle all they wanted, but unless the
system changed, their suffering would
continue.That’s why The Jungle wasn’t
just about rotten meat; it was about a rot-
ten order. Today, the metaphor still works
because the risks are the same. When lead-
ership becomes impulsive, when rules are
abandoned for the sake of bravado, the
ones who suffer are always the ones with
the least power. The jungle, then and now,
thrives on chaos. And chaos, as history
teaches us, rarely leads to justice or pros-
perity.
Cutting a Path Forward
So where do we go from here?
Recognising the jungle for what it is — a
metaphor for broken systems, is the first
step. Reform, transparency, and global
cooperation aren’t just lofty ideals; they’re
tools to carve paths through the under-
growth of uncertainty. Maybe Monk was
right: it is a jungle out there. But unlike
Monk, who could afford to retreat into his
fears, we don’t have that luxury.Climate
change, economic inequality, and geopolit-
ical instability demand engagement, not
withdrawal. It’s not too late for political
leaders,  Trump included, to reconsider the
narratives they’re pushing. Trade policy
isn’t a reality show. Governance isn’t a
branding exercise.If we want to avoid slid-
ing deeper into dysfunction, the time to act
is now. History doesn’t repeat itself, but it
often rhymes. And right now, the echoes of
The Jungle are growing louder. Let’s lis-
ten, before the noise becomes deafening.

Chip of the old Bhutto bloc
Bilawal Bhutto’s threats only reminded of
the long, troubling tradition of populist
grandstanding that has defined the Bhutto
dynasty — rhetoric rich in symbolism, yet
often dangerously devoid of responsibility
and realismThe chip-of-the-old-block was
visible when Bilawal Bhutto thundered
theatrically in Urdu (a language that he
speaks with a heavy foreign accent and
multiple gaffes), “Ya is dariya say hamara
paani Sindh mein bahega, Ya Unka Khoon
bahega” (Either our water will flow in
Indus River, or the blood of
Indians).Chancing on the recent Indo–Pak
tensions to flex his so-far-invisible mus-
cles with wind-swept hair and dramatic
flailing of arms on the pulpit à la maternal
granddad, Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto, Bilawal
elicited the usual remarks of overacting,
unconvincing, and amateurishness, that
have been slapped on the Chairman of
Pakistan People’s Party for long.The grad-
uate of History and Politics from Christ
Church College, Oxford, decided to pep-
per his speech with some flourish contex-
tualising symbolism (insisting that his

presence near Sukkur, next to the subcon-
tinent’s civilisational land of Mohenjo
Daro to claim Indus water) to charm the
moment with his showboating, only to
look and sound even more comical. To be
fair, the Bhuttos have not had it easy in the
so-called ‘land of the pure’ i.e., Pakistan.
In a country predominantly dominated by
Military men of official or unofficial hues
— the Bhuttos have a decidedly non-mili-
taristic background.In a country where the
governance narrative is dominated by the
Punjabi–Pathan pedigree, Bhuttos are
Sindhis to boot. In a country that is
increasingly given to puritanical and
exclusivist strains of sectarian considera-
tions, the Bhuttos are from the minority
Shia stock as opposed to the bitterly
opposed Sunni majority.In a country that
has insisted on nativism (remember,
Jinnah had to shed his pin-striped suits and
cigars for sherwani and Karakul hat), the
Bhuttos have always looked entitled,
Westernised and ‘imported’. This back-
drop has left the generation of Bhuttos to
pretend what they are not i.e., dyed-in-the-

wool, nativist Pakistanis! It has always
required the Bhuttos to manipulate, navi-
gate and pretend to overcome the obvious
‘shortcomings’ that beset their
personal/familial identity. Therefore, they
attempt to look even more martial than the
folks from their Pakistani Military, they try
to out-swagger the Punjabi–Pathans, they
downplay their Shiite underpinning to
remain ingratiated with the masses and
because of so much unnaturalness that
accrues to a dynast rather than a full-time
politician, the enactment of playing
sons/daughters-of-the-soil often falls
flat.While Pakistan’s shame of 1971 defeat
is shouldered by the likes of General
Yahya Khan, General A.K. ‘Tiger’ Niazi,
General Tikka Khan etc., the principal vil-
lain of the piece i.e., Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto
and his Machiavellian role in the lead-up
to Pakistan’s defeat remains little known.
Even in 1965 Bhutto’s nudging hand was
unmistakable in supporting the ill-fated
Operation Gibraltar. His patent bravado
saw him burnish his ‘muscular’ credentials
with outlandish statements like, “Pakistan

will fight, fight for a thousand years. If
India builds the (atom) bomb, Pakistan
will eat grass or leaves, even go hungry,
but we will get one of our own....”
Bombastic statements and grandstanding
were elevated to a fine art.To make matters
worse, immediately after 1971, Zulfiqar
successfully ousted the defamed Pakistani
Military top brass and merrily ensconced
himself — defying all logic of proportion-
al blame.Almost immediately and counter-
intuitively, Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto started his
shenanigans by meddling with democratic
imperatives in Balochistan, interfering in
Afghanistan, and ushering in religious
extremism by introducing retrograde Anti-
Ahmediya legislations, prioritising the
‘bomb’ etc, everything that drains and ails
the socio-economic condition of Pakistan
today, through sheer dint of populist rheto-
ric and unnecessary drama.He was finally
consumed by a true bigot — a product of
his school of pandering to fundamentalism
i.e., Zia-ul-Haq. Vain and megalomaniac
Zulfiqar was no democrat as popularly
postured and goes down in history as a
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

 
     


     
  
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