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Crushed by Celebration: Amirror to our misplaced priorities

At a time when our society is over-
whelmed by daily concerns, chaos, and
confusion, the Chinnaswamy Stadium
tragedy — like so many heartbreaking
incidents before it — will soon fade into
oblivion. As always, we will return to our
routines, and the media will quickly move
on to newer topics of debate and distrac-
tion. What will remain in the cricketing
records, however, is Royal Challengers
Bengaluru’s (RCB’s) long-awaited and
well-deserved Indian Premier League
(IPL) triumph.A sobering truth: over
300,000 fans surged into a stadium built
for only 35,000, leading to a deadly stam-
pede caused by overcrowding and mis-
management. Eleven young lives were lost
— most of them in their twenties — and
more than 75 others were injured. In
response, each grieving family was offered
Rs 15 lakh in compensation: Rs 5 lakh
from RCB and the Karnataka State Cricket
Association, and Rs 10 lakh from the state
Government.This compensation comes
against the backdrop of the IPL’s stagger-
ing growth — its top 10 franchises report-
edly doubled their combined revenue to Rs
6,797 crore in FY24, up from Rs 3,082
crore the previous year. Stampede deaths
are, tragically, not uncommon in our coun-
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NITI Aayog’s recommendation to allow
genetically modified (GM) agricultural
imports under the proposed India-US trade
agreement has sparked strong opposition
from farmer organisations. This could
undermine India’s food security and erode
the country’s agricultural sovereigntyA
few days ago, in a working paper, NITI
Aayog recommended, to the Indian
Government that the import of genetically
modified (GM) agricultural products
should be allowed in the currently pro-
posed India-US trade agreement. In this,
NITI Aayog has also specifically men-
tioned crops like maize and soybean. It has
also been suggested in the working paper
that the Government should also offer
opening of the import of those agricultural
products also, which are either not pro-
duced in India or their production is so low
that their import will not have any signifi-
cant impact on the farmers. In this regard,
the working paper gives examples of rice,
black pepper, soybean oil, shrimp, tea, cof-
fee, dairy products, poultry, apples,
almonds, pistachio etc., whose import has
been recommended to be opened.After the
recommendations by NITI Aayog in this
working paper, there have been strong
reactions from the farmer organisations
including the Bharatiya Kisan Sangh
(BKS) and in this regard, NITI Aayog has
been vehemently criticised and it has been
said that these suggestions are against the
interests of the country in general and
farmers in particular. For example, the
BKS has said that these suggestions are
against the interests of the country and the
farmers. The BKS also says that NITI
Aayog has kneeled before the US, which is
not a happy sign.On the other hand, there
is also news that the trade talks between
India and America have come to a halt
because the Government is not ready to
concede the US demand for opening mar-
kets for the USA’s GM and other agricul-
tural products. In such a situation, this
working paper of NITI Aayog is not able
to acknowledge the position of the
Government. This may also be interpreted
that Niti Ayog is trying to impact the anti-

try — most often witnessed at religious
gatherings.Each such incident reveals how
desperately we lose ourselves in life’s less-
er priorities. The recent tragedy at the
Bengaluru stadium is no different. A catas-
trophe born of misplaced priorities should
shake us to the core. But will it? In truth,
many of us understand that a life anchored
in meaningful goals offers deeper fulfil-
ment.Yet, in the end, it all comes down to
priorities: spectacle over substance, fleet-
ing euphoria over value-driven living,
short-term gains over long-term vision,
and emotional manipulation over true soci-
etal upliftment. The culture of our land
was once shaped by unquestioning obei-
sance to royalty — often at the expense of
individuality. Though those days are long
past, a significant section of our popula-
tion continues to indulge in hero
worship.his tendency plays out vividly
across the three most popular arenas of
public life: cricket, cinema, and — most of
all — politics, the ultimate theatre of
showmanship and hypocrisy. lronically,
these very spectacles distract us from what
truly matters.They push us to devote our
time and energy to lesser priorities, draw-
ing us into emotional pageantry while the
real work of nation-building remains neg-
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GM position of the Government. Both
these situations are not good for the coun-
try. Previously Also NITI Aayog had
Supported GM. This is not the first time
that NITI Aayog has advocated GM crops.
Earlier also, Aayog, under the vice-chair-
manship of Prof Arvind Panagariya, also
had released a report in favour of GM
crops. At that time too, there was strong
opposition to the same.There has been
opposition to GM crops in the country for
a long time. Proponents of GM have con-
stantly been making efforts in favour of
GM. However, due to strong opposition to
GM and its solid arguments, GM support-
ers could not succeed. There are many rea-
sons for their opposition:The first reason is
that most GM crops are herbicide tolerant.
That is, when these crops are grown, all
the surrounding herbs can be destroyed by
using designated herbicides and GM crops
are not affected. The International Agency
for Research on Cancer (IARC) has classi-
fied glyphosate as “probably carcinogenic
to humans”. It is worth noting that when
these herbicides are used during the pro-
duction of GM crops, some of their
residues remain in those agricultural prod-
ucts and soil, which can cause cancer.
Statistics show that in the USA, there are
350 cancer patients per lakh of the popula-
tion, whereas in India this figure is 100 per
lakh. One reason for this is also the exces-
sive use of herbicides in GM crops in the
USA . Although the use and import of GM
food products are prohibited in India, due
to the shortage of edible oils, the import of
edible oils from the US and other countries
has been increasing for some time, out of
which some amount of GM edible oils is
also being imported unknowingly. The
Government of India has also accepted this
earlier. Due to this, the incidence of cancer
in India is continuously increasing. Where
there were only 8 lakh cancer patients in
2000, by the year 2024 their number has
reached 15 lakh. Consumption of GM edi-
ble oils could also be one of the reasons for
the same.The second reason for the oppo-
sition to the import of GM crops is that the
production and import of GM crops are not

lected. Broadly speaking, human beings
long for celebration. We seek joy, purpose,
and collective euphoria to escape the
monotony and burdens of everyday life.
This longing is deeply human. That is why
we have created rituals of celebration —
festivals, ceremonies, and, in contempo-
rary times, grand spectacles like the IPL.
Given all this, should we not pause and
ask: What is it that we so eagerly celebrate
— and what, in truth, does it cost us? We
might say there are two kinds of celebra-
tions. The first is born of genuine effort —
where sweat, discipline and dedication
converge to yield success.A team’s tri-
umph, for instance, is the result of unwa-
vering commitment, strategic planning,
and relentless training. The second is what
we call “substitute celebration” — a
momentary euphoria borrowed from
someone else’s achievement. It is a mass-
manufactured high, served on a platter,
requiring nothing from us but our presence
and our frenzy.

This is where the tragedy lies.

The massive crowd that descended upon
the stadium contributed nothing to RCB’s
18-year-long struggle. They were mere
supporters — spectators with no real stake,
only a desire to bask in borrowed glory.
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legally allowed in the country, as per the
law of the land. In international trade, no
dispute can be raised by other partner
countries in this regard, while respecting
our rules. Under the WTO rules, every
country has the right to ban goods coming
from other countries given its right to pro-
tect the health of its citizens.As per inter-
national rules, it is possible to stop GM
products coming from the US from enter-
ing the country.Since Indian farmers are
already suffering financial losses due lack
of remunerative prices for their produce, if
cheap GM products are allowed to be
imported, our farmers will suffer, and in
such a situation, if farmers stop practising
agriculture, the food security of the coun-
try itself may be in danger.Thirdly, the sale
of GM products is not possible under the
food safety rules framed by the Food
Security and Standards Authority of India
(FSSAI), which mandates that food prod-
ucts cannot have more than a threshold
limit of GM ingredients. In such a situa-
tion, after allowing the import of GM
products into the country, they will
become part of the food chain in India,
which will not only circumvent the rules of
the country but will also pose a threat to
the health of the citizens.Apart from the
above reasons, a fourth reason, which goes
against the import of GM products in the
country, is that the GM products whose
import has been recommended by the NITI
Aayog are generally not actually con-
sumed by humans in the US.In the US,
corn and soya are mostly used either as
animal feed or for making ethanol. It is

Their connection was purely geographical.
Their thrill comes without toil; their
applause, without a trace of personal
achievement. While the nation’s gaze
remained fixed on RCB’s celebrations, a
moment quieter in spectacle yet far more
significant — and deserving of national
acclaim — unfolded in Karnataka around
the same time.

In a landmark moment for Indian litera-
ture, Kannada author Banu Mushtaq
received the 2025 International Booker
Prize for Heart Lamp, a luminous collec-
tion of short stories written in the language
of her roots. But where was the mass
euphoria? The public frenzy? No rallies.
Not even a ripple of excitement compared
to the deafening jubilation over the
IPL.The recognition was confined to a
quiet state Government felicitation,
accompanied by a modest cash award of
Rs 10 lakh each to the author and her
translator, Deepa Bhasthi.This striking dif-
ference reveals a deeper, more troubling
truth: we are being conditioned to applaud
spectacles that bear little relevance to our
lives while ignoring achievements that
hold the power to genuinely transform
society.This is not to diminish — even
remotely — RCB’s well-earned achieve-
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worth noting that in the US, 40 to 50 per
cent of GM corn is used as animal feed, 30
to 40 per cent is used in making ethanol
and only 10 per cent is used in food pro-
cessing. Similarly, soya is also mostly used
as animal feed. The inclusion of such GM
products in the food chain of India is not
only harmful to the health of the country-
men but is also an insult to the people of
this country.Although GM products are
constantly advocated by the people sitting
in NITI Aayog, due to the opposition by
the farmers and enlightened scientists in
the country and due to the lack of judicial
permission in this regard, they are not able
to succeed. In such a situation, when the
trade agreement with America is under
negotiations, and the ban on GM food in
India can be used as a shield to protect the
interests of farmers and dairy, such recom-
mendations by NITI Aayog are indicative
of their indifference towards farmers, and
the health of the people and the food secu-
rity of the country.Moreover, we need to
realise that India exports nearly 50 billion
USD worth of agricultural food products,
and a major attraction of Indian food is
that it carries a non-GM tag.Moment, GM
enters into our food chain, we may lose a
major chunk of our export markets, as
Middle Eastern countries Europe and
many other countries, do not allow the
import of GM food products. Perhaps,
NITI Aayog fails to factor in this important
risk associated with GM imports and pro-
duction in India.The Government of India
should ignore these recommendations of
NITI Aayog and should rather use the ban
on GM food as an argument in internation-
al trade agreements and as a shield in the
trade war while protecting the farmers,
dairy, food security and public health of
the country. It seems that despite the
opposition of most of the farming organi-
sations of the country, GM supporters
want to allow the import of GM into the
country at any cost. We should understand
that once the import of GM is allowed in
the country, it will pave the path for bring-
ing GMOs into agriculture. We need to be
cautious of any such efforts.
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The Pithapuram Assembly constituency in Andhra Pradesh
has produced the DPT chief minister of the state, Pawan
Kalyan, and he is now fully committed to the development
of the segment.Kalyan promised the people during the elec-
tions that he would transform the Pithapuram constituency
into the model constituency in the country.We must honor
that promise. A master plan related to this must be prepared
within the stipulated period,” Deputy Chief Minister Pawan
Kalyan directed the officials.Pithapuram must be trans-
formed into a clean and beautiful Pithapuram. I will person-
ally ensure there is no shortage of funds, he stated. Officials
must ensure there are no delays in the works. There will be
no interference in the performance of duties by officials. No
one will trouble the officials. There will be no political inter-
ference in governance matters at all, he said. I will be
accountable at every step. Officials must act with accounta-
bility in administrative matters, he advised. Everyone must
work strictly in accordance with the rules, he
instructed.Considering the representation of Pawan Kalyan
himself, this Pithapuram constituency holds a lot of signifi-
cance in Andhra Pradesh politics, and now Kalyan appears
to be committed to fulfil the same.The fact that Pawan
Kalyan has called for increased administrative activities in
the constituency is perhaps an indication of the extra effort
that will go into the same.
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The Tamil film industry is facing a very peculiar and stiff
challenge in connection with film censor certification prob-
lems. The issue has become so prevalent now that the chief
minister Stalin himself had to react on this matter.Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister MK Stalin has openly condemned the
alleged interference of the Central government in the censor
process of the upcoming Tamil film JanaNayagan and also
Parashakthi.Reacting sharply to the issue, Stalin accused the
BJP led Centre of systematically taking control of key dem-
ocratic institutions. He stated that after agencies like the
Enforcement Directorate and Income Tax Department, the
Central Board of Film Certification has also come under the
influence of the ruling party at the Centre.Stalin said such
actions pose a serious threat to freedom of expression and
creative independence. He stressed that cinema is a powerful
medium of democratic voice and any attempt to suppress it
for political reasons is unacceptable. The Chief Minister
made it clear that his party will strongly oppose any form of
censorship driven by political vendetta rather than lawful
guidelines.The DMK has officially extended its support to
the film JanaNayagan and its lead actor Thalapathy Vijay
and also Sivakarthikeyan who has a new release in the form
of Parashakthi.Party leaders and supporters expressed their
anger against what they described as BJP’s growing control
over institutions that are meant to function independently.
The controversy has sparked intense debate across Tamil
Nadu, with fans, filmmakers and political observers closely
watching the developments.The issue is expected to further
intensify political tensions between the DMK and the BJP in
the state, especially ahead of upcoming political milestones.
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It is an established fact that a Iarge sectlon of the
Hyderabad state population travels to their home towns
and villages in Andhra Pradesh during the Sankranti
period. The same trend is being observed again this
year, and we have a lot of traffic outflow regarding the
same.The Sankranti travel rush has started on the
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The recent murder of Telugu origin girl name Nikitha
Godishala in the United States has all the attention from
the Telugu community. Now a shocking video of the
CCTV footage of the murder has arrived on social
media and people are disgusted by the same. Shocking
CCTV visuals have surfaced in the Nikitha Godishala
murder case, offering disturbing insights into the final
moments before the young woman was brutally killed
in the United States.The footage reportedly shows
Nikitha entering an apartment complex in Columbia
Maryland on New Year’s Eve. This is believed to be the
last time she was seen alive. Investigators say the visu-
als are a crucial breakthrough as they help establish a
clear timeline of events leading up to her death.
According to officials, Nikitha had gone to meet the
prime suspect Arjun Sharma, after which she suddenly
went incommunicado. When family members were
unable to contact her, they alerted the police, triggering
a missing person investigation. Days later, her body was
found inside the suspect’s apartment, bearing multiple
stab wounds, confirming it as a case of murder.The
CCTV footage is now being closely examined along
with forensic evidence to strengthen the prosecution’s
case. Police believe the visuals corroborate key aspects
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India is currently witnessing a phenomenal statistic
when it comes to international studies amongst the
domestic students. India continues to face a striking
imbalance in global student mobility, with nearly twen-
ty five Indian students choosing to pursue higher educa-
tion abroad for every single foreign student arriving in
the country to study.This growing trend reflects deeper
concerns about the competitiveness and global standing
of India’s higher education system.A large number of
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Hyderabad to Vijayawada National Highway as
holidays for schools and colleges begin from
Saturday.A large number of families are travel-
&l ing to their native places to celebrate the festi-
val, leading to a steady increase in traffic on this
.— busy road. From early morning, long queues of
. vehicles have been seen at several points, espe-
cially near towns and toll plazas.To manage the
situation, police have stepped up traffic control
measures in sensitive areas like Choutuppal. As
part of this plan, the Narayanapuram Road has
" been temporarily closed to reduce congestion
and avoid traffic jams.At Panthangi toll plaza,
all ten tollbooths towards Vijayawada have been
opened to allow vehicles to pass quickly.
Officials said that the use of FASTag has also
helped in reducing waiting time at toll gates and
| keeping traffic moving smoothly.However,
- authorities have warned that traffic is likely to
remain heavy throughout the weekend as more
people are expected to start their journeys. Travelers
have been advised to plan their trips carefully, start
early if possible, follow traffic rules, and cooperate with

police personnel on duty. Patience and caution are
strongly recommended to ensure a safe and smooth

journey during the festive rush.
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of their investigation and help trace th"suspct’smve—
ments. Arjun Sharma, who allegedly fled the country
after the crime, is currently absconding, and efforts are
underway to bring him back to face trial. The case has
sent shockwaves among the Indian diaspora, with
demands growing for swift justice and strict punish-
ment for the accused.

1 1 1 |
‘ ’ | ‘ [
Indian students opt for destinations such as the United
States, Canada, the United Kingdom, Australia, and

. parts of Europe. These countries are seen as offering

superior academic infrastructure, advanced research
facilities, flexible curricula, and stronger links between
education and employment. International degrees are
often viewed as providing better career prospects and
global recognition, making them attractive despite high
tuition fees and living expenses.In contrast, India
attracts relatively few international students, largely
from neighboring nations or developing regions.
Limited international outreach, complex admission
processes, lack of globally ranked universities, and
insufficient scholarships reduce India’s appeal as a
study destination. Language barriers and concerns over
campus facilities also play a role.This imbalance has
major economic implications, as billions of dollars flow
out of the country each year in the form of education
expenses. More importantly, it highlights the urgent
need for reforms. Strengthening research, improving
faculty quality, increasing global collaborations, and
modernizing campuses are crucial if India aims to
emerge as a preferred global education hub rather than
a talent exporter.
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