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The growth of the Beng

g aluru's Kempe Gowda
International Airport will
i eventually clear path for
Tamil Nadu's ambitious
greenfield project in
S Hosur.Well, the Union
B government's latest clarifi-
cation on the much-debat-
| ed 150-km airport policy

g g has quietly opened a major
Wlndow of opportunlty for Hosur turning what once looked
like a regulatory hurdle into a potential growth story for
northern Tamil Nadu.Union Civil Aviation Minister Ram
Mohan Naidu has made it clear that the 150-km aerial dis-
tance rule was never meant to permanently block the devel-
opment of new airports near existing ones. Instead, it is a
guiding principle to protect the operational viability of an
airport during its growth phase. Once that airport reaches or
begins to approach saturation, the restriction effectively
loses its relevance.Speaking after a validation flight to
Bhogapuram airport near Visakhapatnam, the minister
underlined that the Ministry of Civil Aviation is now active-
ly encouraging states to plan second airports in fast-growing
urban regions. "When it comes to the 150 km radius policy,
it is a policy that guides the initiation of airport develop-
ment. Once capacity is saturated, the clause no longer
applies. There is an opportunity for the State to cater to a
second airport,” he said. In other words, the rule is not a
roadblock, but a safeguard - and once demand outgrows
supply, expansion becomes not just permissible but neces-
sary.This clarification is particularly significant for the pro-
posed Hosur Airport in Tamil Nadu, located close to
Bengaluru's Kempegowda International Airport. Bengaluru
has emerged as one of India’s fastest-growing aviation hubs,
handling about 41 million passengers in the 2024-25 finan-
cial year alone. With double-digit growth in both domestic
and international segments, the airport is already moving
rapidly towards its present capacity of around 55 million
passengers per annum.At the current growth trajectory,
Kempegowda International Airport could touch - and even
exceed - this capacity in just about three years. While the
airport operator BIAL has announced ambitious plans to
scale up to 100 million passengers per annum, infrastructure
expansion of this magnitude takes time, regulatory
approvals, and massive capital investment. In the interim,
congestion pressures are likely to rise, making a comple-
mentary airport in the Bengaluru-Hosur region not just
desirable, but strategically sound.This is where Hosur's
location becomes a major advantage rather than a complica-
tion. Positioned on the Tamil Nadu-Karnataka border and
already a booming industrial hub with strong road and rail
connectivity to Bengaluru, Hosur can naturally function as a
secondary aviation gateway. It can serve not only northern
Tamil Nadu but also relieve pressure on Bengaluru by han-
dling part of the region's growing passenger and cargo traf-
fic.Importantly, Minister Naidu's statement suggests that the
150-km rule will not stand in the way once Bengaluru's air-
port approaches saturation. The policy, as he explained, is
meant to ensure “operational stability" of the first airport,
not to prevent the development of a second when demand
clearly exceeds capacity. That interpretation gives Tamil
Nadu a strong policy backing to push forward with the
Hosur project.On the ground, preparations are already under
way. The Tamil Nadu Industrial Development Corporation
(TIDCO) had, as early as December 2021, appointed con-
sultants to identify suitable sites for an airport in Hosur
capable of handling around 30 million passengers a year.
Two locations were shortlisted - the existing airstrip at
Belakondapalli and its surrounding areas, and another clus-
ter covering Muthali and neighbouring villages in Hosur
and Shoolagiri taluks. A detailed report was subsequently
submitted to the Airports Authority of India (AAI), and land
acquisition has already begun. As of now, about 845 acres
have been acquired out of the planned 2,980 acres.While
some farmers from 12 villages have raised concerns and
sought clarity from the state government, the larger picture
remains strongly in Hosur's favour. A modern international
airport would bring jobs, better connectivity, industrial
investment, and global visibility to the region. For Hosur -
already known as the "Little England" of Tamil Nadu due to
its industrial profile - the airport could be the next big leap,
transforming it into a major logistics, manufacturing, and
aviation hub.
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Historic First: Union Buaget 2026 to Be
Presented on a Sunday Confirms Om Birfa

In a historic departure from convention,
the Union Budget for 2026 will be present-
ed on a Sunday. Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla confirmed on Monday that Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman will table the
budget in Parliament on February 1, 2026,
at 11 a.m.This marks the first time in
recent memory that the nation's most sig-
nificant financial document will be
released on a Sunday.Sitharaman, who has |
already presented seven budgets since
assuming office, will be delivering her
eighth consecutive budget. Her stewardship of the country's
finances has become a defining feature of the Narendra Modi
government, and the upcoming presentation is expected to
draw keen attention from policymakers, industry leaders, and
citizens alike.The announcement follows Union Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju's declaration last week regarding
the schedule for the Budget Session of Parliament. Rijiju
revealed that the session will run in two phases between
January 28 and April 2, 2026. The first phase will conclude on
February 13, while the second will resume on March
9.Budgets in India have traditionally been presented on week-
days, with February 28 long serving as the customary date
until the Modi government shifted it to February 1 in 2017.
The only comparable instance occurred in 1999, when the
budget was advanced by a day because February 28 fell on a
Sunday.This year's decision, however, is unique in that the
government has chosen to proceed with the presentation on the
weekend itself rather than rescheduling.Speaker Birla defend-
ed the move, emphasizing the responsibility of elected repre-
sentatives to serve without regard to weekends or holidays.
"Elected representatives are public servants and they are
expected to work on all days without taking a break,” he
remarked, underscoring the symbolic importance of maintain-

ing the designated date despite it coin-
ciding with a Sunday.Ordinarily,
Parliament does not convene on
Saturdays or Sundays except under spe-
cial circumstances. The decision to hold
the budget presentation on February 1
= reflects the government's commitment
to consistency and continuity in fiscal
planning.The Budget Session, the first
parliamentary session of the calendar
year, traditionally begins with the
= President's address to a joint sitting of
both Houses. President Droupadi Murmu has approved the
summoning of Parliament for this year's session, which will
span over two months. Following the President's speech, leg-
islative and financial business will be taken up, culminating in
the presentation of the Union Budget.The Budget Session is a
cornerstone of India's parliamentary calendar, followed by the
Monsoon Session in July-August and the Winter Session in
November-December. Each session plays a crucial role in
shaping the legislative agenda, but the Budget Session holds
particular significance as it sets the financial direction for the
year ahead.With the unusual timing of this year's presentation,
anticipation is high. The Union Budget not only outlines gov-
ernment expenditure and revenue but also signals policy prior-
ities and economic strategies. As India continues to navigate
global uncertainties and domestic challenges, the 2026 budget
is expected to provide clarity on fiscal discipline, growth ini-
tiatives, and welfare measures.For citizens, the Sunday presen-
tation may even prove convenient, allowing more people to
follow the announcements live without weekday work com-
mitments. What remains unchanged, however, is the weight of
expectation: the Union Budget continues to be one of the most
closely watched events in the country's political and econom-
ic calendar.

Supreme Court Issues Strong Warning to
tates Over Rising Stray Dog Attack Cases

The Supreme Court Is considering strict action on
stray dog attacks, signalling that states may soon pay
“heavy compensation” for every reported bite and
death. The court also indicated that people and
organisations feeding stray dogs could share liability
when attacks leave a “lifelong” physical or psycho-
logical impact.During the latest hearing on the stray
dogs and cattle issue, the three-judge bench asked
why unowned dogs are allowed to wander freely and
chase people. The judges questioned the lack of
effective control measures, especially when children
and older citizens face serious risk on streets and
highways.According to law portal Bar and Bench,
the bench stated: “For every dog bite, for every
death, we will be likely fixing heavy compensation
for states for not making requisite arrangements.
And also liability to dog feeders. You take them to
your house, keep them, why should they be allowed
to roam around, biting, chasing? The effect of a dog
bite is lifelong,” highlighting possible financial
penalties. The Supreme Court then examined
accountability for organised feeding drives. The
bench asked, “Who should be made responsible

when a nine-year old child is killed by dogs who are
fed by a particular organisation? Should the organi-
sation not be made liable for damages?” The ques-
tion points to potential civil responsibility for private
groups.The ongoing case also covers cattle and other
animals on public roads, with Justice Vikram Nath,
Justice Sandeep Mehta and Justice NV Anjaria rais-
ing concerns about safety at busy locations. The
court has been hearing multiple petitions that chal-
lenge as well as support tighter control on street
dogs.On 7 November last year, the Supreme Court
directed that stray dogs be removed from places like
schools, hospitals, sports complexes, bus stands and
railway stations. The order required that these ani-
mals be relocated to approved shelters, following
proper sterilisation and vaccination, instead of being
left near institutional campuses.The current debate
follows an earlier hearing on 7 January, when the
court heard arguments that kind treatment towards
animals lowers aggression. Senior advocate Kapil
Sibal, appearing for petitioners, submitted that “if
one treats animals with empathy, they won't attack.”
The bench remained unconvinced that mood-based
behaviour could be predicted.Expanding on that
point, Sibal added, “If you invade their space, they
will attack,” stressing territorial instincts. Justice
Vikram Nath replied that concerns go beyond bites
to the fear created for pedestrians. “How can you
identify? Which dog is in what mood in the morning,
you don't know,” Justice Nath asked, underlining the
unpredictability. The discussion also included possi-
ble practical responses to aggressive behaviour.
Sibal proposed using local animal centres to manage
such incidents, stating, “If there's an unruly dog, you
call a centre. It will be sterilized and released back.”
The court’s stance on this approach, alongside com-
pensation and liability, will shape future rules on
street dogs across India.
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The evolution of artificial intelligence at the fundamen-
tal level in smartphones has reached a new high. And
now the latest development are suggesting that Apple
could have delivered a big blow to ChatGPT.Apple
choosing Google Gemini as the backbone for its upcom-
ing Al powered Siri is a major strategic signal, but it is
not the death blow to OpenAl that headlines suggest.
Apple’s decision appears driven less by who has the
flashiest chatbot and more by who best aligns with
Apple’s long term priorities.Privacy first architecture,
tight operating system level control, and deep optimiza-
tion with Apple silicon matter more to Cupertino than
public facing Al popularity. Google’s Gemini, designed
to scale across devices and run efficiently in controlled
environments, fits that philosophy well. This move does
not mean ChatGPT or OpenAl are falling behind. In
fact, ChatGPT still dominates consumer mindshare,
developer adoption, and real world usage across educa-
tion, work, and creative industries.OpenAl’s strength
lies in being platform neutral and rapidly iterating prod-
ucts directly for users, something Apple does not typi-
cally allow inside its ecosystem. What this really repre-
sents is Apple avoiding dependence on a single Al sup-
plier while keeping maximum control over Siri’s evolu-
tion. It is a business decision, not a verdict on intelli-
gence leadership.For OpenAl, the bigger war is not Siri.
It is enterprise adoption, autonomous agents, developer
tools, and becoming the default Al layer of the internet.
On those fronts, ChatGPT remains far ahead.

AllSet: Trump To Start Miltary

Action On This Country Now

The President of United United States, Donald Trump
has been taking British significant action against global
countries which are operating against his will. The
recent conquering of Venezuela is an indication of the
same.Coming to the topic now, it has been officially
communicated that Donald Trump is reportedly plan-
ning to use the military action against another new
country. The country in discussion here is Iran and it has
been communicated by the United States authorities that
any of their natives who are currently in Ira must leave
immediately. This comes in the context of the ongoing
speculations about the possible military action that
Trump could be taking against Iran in the next couple of
days. Along with the administration in the United States
has officially communicated that any country doing
business with Iran will have to pay additional 25%
effective immediately.Effective immediately, any
Country doing business with the Islamic Republic of
Iran will pay a Tariff of 25% on any and all business
being done with the United States of America. This
Order is final and conclusive, the communication from
the White House stated. All the indications are clearly
pointing at a potential military operation that Trump
could be processed against Iran now. The situation is
going to be particularly detrimental once Donald Trump
initiates the action against the country.

M

The United States authorities have been going =

very hard against the immigration policies, and
they have now taken a very significant step
when it comes to revoking the existing visas.
The United States has launched one of its most
aggressive immigration enforcement drives in
recent years, with the State Department con-
firming that more than 100000 visas have been
revoked.This sweeping action is part of a wider
crackdown aimed at tightening border security
and enforcing immigration laws more strictly,
especially after repeated concerns over visa
misuse and criminal activity. Officials revealed
that a significant portion of the revoked visas
belonged to individuals who had encounters
with US law enforcement after entering the
country. These include cases ranging from
overstaying visa limits to involvement in crim-
inal offenses.Student visas and specialized
work visas have also been heavily affected,
sending shockwaves through international stu-
dent communities and skilled worker groups.
The move signals a clear policy shift by
Washington toward stricter vetting and continu-
ous monitoring of foreign nationals, even after

Aerka o

shock, considering the latest development as the President
of the country Donald Trump himself is absolutely shak-
en up by the series of events.Donald Trump’s aggressive
tariff policy is now under serious threat as the US
Supreme Court weighs in on whether his administration
overstepped its authority. The case has created nervous-

14 WEDNESDAY JANUARY 2026

&mc&é 25920

& W VW
. = ROYAL JOURNLISAM
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visas are granted. Authorities stressed that visas
are a privilege, not a right, and can be with-
drawn at any time if rules are violated.While
supporters argue the crackdown is necessary to
protect national security and uphold the rule of
law, critics warn it could create fear among
legal migrants and damage America’s image as
a destination for global talent. The decision is
already influencing immigration strategies
worldwide, with many countries closely watch-
ing how the US balances enforcement with
openness in the coming months.

ness within political and business circles because a nega-
tive verdict could have massive financial consequences
for the United States. Trump has publicly admitted his
fears, warning that if the court strikes down the tariffs, the
government may be forced to return enormous sums of
money already collected from import duties.According to
Trump, this would not be a simple refund exercise. He
argued that once companies and foreign governments that
altered investments or supply chains to cope with the tar-
iffs start filing claims, the situation could spiral out of
control. The total liability, he claimed, could run into tril-
lions of dollars, creating economic chaos and administra-
tive confusion on an unprecedented scale. Trump dis-
missed suggestions that the process would be manage-
able, calling such views naive and disconnected from
reality.Framing the tariffs as a national security measure,
Trump stressed that a ruling against them would severely
weaken America’s position. He bluntly stated that if the
Supreme Court rules against the country on this issue, the
fallout would be disastrous. With the final judgment still
pending, uncertainty looms over global trade, financial
markets, and US economic policy.

\acant Atter Sankranthl Exoals:

Sankranti season is usually regarded as other profitable all
sectors. Particularly, the kind of outbound traffic that is
registered during the Sankranti season is indication of the
settler population leaving the state for festival.In this con-
text, the latest developments and videos on social media
have been indicating that a large population associated
with Hyderabad city has left the premises. It was reported
that Hyderabad got nearly vacated during Sankranti festi-
val season.But in reality, it turned out to be that the

Sankranti festivities have had a small impact on the |

Hyderabad city, traffic and population, but at large, the
situation largely remains the same. Except for regular
school & college traffic, everything is the same. Even
most offices are functioning normally.A few lakh cars off
the Hyderabad roads doesn’t mean the city is empty. This
iIs a Megacity now with more than a crore people living
here and 1-2 percent going away for festival doesn’t make
much difference.After reading news stories & media
reports like these went to Kukatpally yesterday afternoon
and it was full. Yes, there are a wee bit less madness on
the roads but it is still the same insanely crowded

Kukatpally
home because every place is so full! It is a stretch to say
that Hyderabad is empty when settler dominant areas like
Kukatpally & Manikonda are still crowded.
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