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      
     

      

    

    
     

    
      
      
   
      
        

      
   
 

 
     
 
     
      
     
    


 
     
     
 



      
  



    

   
 
   

   
   
    
   

    
   
   
    
     
   

 






     
      
 
       

     
 


    
     
    
    
     
    
      
      
   

    
   

      

     

 
      
      





      
 
      
       
    
     
     
     


       
       
   
     


      
 

     


     

     
     
      
 
      
       
      
     

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
 
 

    
   


   
   

   
    
   
    

   


    

     



    

   
   
    
     

    
   

   
    
   
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
    
     
    
    
     
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     



     
    
    

     

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     
     

       
      
     
       
    
        

      
     
       
     
     
     
      
 
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      
      
     
     
 

     

    

   
     
     
     
    
    
    
     






























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
 




     
  



      
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



 
 
 
 
 
     
 
    
     
      
     
       
     
       
     

   

      

       
 




 
     
     
 
   
     
   
     

      
    

 
      
 

      
     
     
     
       
      

    
    
     

      
      
     

      

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       
     

     
     
    
      
    

       
     
     
    

    

    
     
    
     
    




     
      
    


       

      
       
      
     

     
    
   
   
      

     

       





      

       
      
    

    
    
     
     


      


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

       
      
    

        

 
 
    
      
     
      
      

    

     
    
   
    
   

    

     
     

     

      

     
      
    
  
    
    
    
  
     
 
      

     
      

      
      
    


      
        



   
     
    

     
   
   
      
     
      
 
   
      
     
     
   
      
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     
     
    

       
     

     
    
     
     
   
     
     
      
      
      
     
    
    
      
     



    

      

     
      
      
    
 


       
     

      
      
     
       
        
       
     
      

       
       
       

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

      
     


      
      

      



       


      





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

      
       

         
      
       
      

       
      


       
      
      
  

     
        

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

     
       


        

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A silent triumph or strategic gamble?
While Delhi claims strategic success, key
questions linger: Was nuclear escalation
ever imminent? Who brokered the cease-
fire? As media hails a new deterrence era,
critics warn that silent victories may sow
deeper uncertainties Op Sindoor may have
moved from Page One to Page Three. But
it won’t go away as PR people are making
hay while the sun shines. In the 90-hour
non-contact aerial skirmish, India’s mili-
tary performance is being hailed by
Western experts as ‘if not a victory, setting
new benchmarks in precision strikes,
deterrence domination and escalation con-
trol’. India, for the first time, achieved its
stated objective with evidence of destroy-
ing terrorist infrastructure in the heart of
Punjab, Pakistan and PoK in an unprece-
dented stand-off battle between two
nuclear-armed nations. The IAF had to pri-
oritise its counter-air operations between
first neutralising Pakistan’s air defence
network and targeting terrorist hideouts as
tasked.The limited political objective was
achieved without deviation but with a
bonus by inflating deterrence by punish-
ment. By keeping the conflict limited and
not inflicting further attrition of
Rawalpindi’s key military assets, Delhi
showed strategic restraint. As Pakistan
stole the battle of narratives, two different
versions of the skirmish are available —
that’s how Rawalpindi is celebrating victo-
ry, promoting Gen Asim Munir to Field
Marshal.No clarity is obtained about any
nuclear trigger. President Trump has not
ceased claiming at least eight times, US
intervention to avert a bad nuclear war. No
evidence is forthcoming about nuclear sig-
nalling during the skirmish. Doubts about
who brokered the cease-fire have been
cleared. Delhi claims it was done bilateral-
ly with Pakistan DGMO approaching his
Indian counterpart.But recall Islamabad
had held in abeyance all bilateral treaties
as part of its non-kinetic retaliation to
Delhi suspending IWT. Further, the IAF

has withheld its combat losses, including
aircraft. The Government has institution-
alised its policy on silence. No parliamen-
tary debate is likely on the military crisis,
as in the past the Government had said it
would affect the morale of troops and
undermine national security. India is the
only democracy that has prohibited discus-
sion in Parliament — none after Uri surgi-
cal strikes, Balakot air strikes, Galwan
fisticuffs and Op Sindoor. Yet, it will
secure political dividends outside
Parliament, hailing Prime Minister Modi’s
leadership, while his sycophants have
already launched publicity campaigns,
including distasteful comments like the
armed forces are at his feet; it was Modi’s
Sena after Uri and on women. This time
the plan is to extend Tiranga Yatra to year
end to include Bihar elections. Op Sindoor
will further politicise the military, endan-
gering its professional, secular and apoliti-
cal hallmarks. But new age warfare mili-
tary leadership doesn’t seem to mind.
Coercive diplomacy has two strands: coer-
cion and the use of force to change
Pakistan’s congenital disease of waging
CBT to keep Kashmir alive. At Kargil,
India relied on the military backed by
diplomacy. In Op Parakram, coercive
diplomacy was supported by military
mobilisation and the threat of war. During

Uri, Balakot and Sindoor, mil-
itary force dominated.
Pakistan’s military, which has
never been under civilian con-
trol except briefly after defeat
and surrender in 1971, has not
abandoned Kashmir. Delhi has
attempted to change the
Pakistan military’s behaviour
either by coercion (including
three imposed wars) or diplo-
macy. Munir’s fiery speeches
before the Pahalgam carnage
made clear the centrality of
Kashmir and the jugular vein.
On Kashmir Solidarity Day,

February 5, Munir said: “We have fought
three wars over Kashmir. We will fight
another ten if required.” India’s non-kinet-
ic measures are proving effective but, sur-
prisingly, diplomacy lagged 15 days
before the launch of Op Sindoor. Again,
between May 7 and 10, diplomacy went
into static while Pakistani ministers were
giving interviews to BBC, CNN and Al
Jazeera. Delhi’s diplomatic outreach was
too little too late. The seven politico-diplo-
matic teams will certainly earn goodwill,
not active support in the UN. Islamabad
too has sent out its teams to counter
Delhi’s diplomatic offensive. Most of the
international community is suffering from
terrorism fatigue; the scourge has been
contained. The wars in Ukraine and Gaza
instead are grabbing headlines. So any
preaching on terrorism by Indian diplo-
mats will sway only a few in India’s
favour.Their support for Delhi is for the
right to self-defence — not condemnation
of Islamabad. Each country operates in the
exercise of its self-interest, exposing the
reality of India’s strategic autonomy.
Except for Israel’s unqualified support,
US, Russia and UK support is muted and
issue-based. UK Foreign Secretary David
Lamy visited Islamabad after Op Sindoor
and said: “US and UK are working togeth-

er for enduring ceasefire and dialogue is
happening.” So who can say India and
Pakistan are not re-hyphenated and
Kashmir not internationalised? Why India
took its neighbourhood for granted is
unclear. Not one country has unequivocal-
ly backed India’s kinetic response while
supporting its fight against terrorism.
Foreign Minister Jaishankar has made
some elucidations: first about informing
Pakistan about the specificity of India’s
targeting during the kinetic response on
May 7. He said: “Strikes were only against
terrorist infrastructure, not the Pakistan
military so it could stay out (but it chose
not to).” On May 17, he stated unambigu-
ously that Delhi informed Pakistan about
targets “at the start of the operation”,
which was later corrected by MEA to read
“Indian DGMO informed his counterpart
at end of initial operation.” On the next ter-
rorist attack being regarded as an “act of
war” Jaishankar said: “Another terrorist
attack like Pahalgam.” But no two attacks
are similar. He has emphatically denied
any third-party role in any mediation,
alluding to the US and UK.Finally, after
years of insisting that terror and talks will
not go together, he relented, saying: “We
will talk — but only about terrorism and
Kashmir, only return of PoK.” Every
India–Pakistan crisis except during this
BJP Government has led to dialogue.
Intelligence and operational failures must
not be overlooked. The four Pahalgam ter-
rorists have still not been accounted for.
Two additional brigades are deployed.
Three terrorist encounters have taken place
since Pahalgam. Pakistan’s warning of
revenge after the explosions in Jaffer
Express in Balochistan, attributed to India
before Pahalgam, was ignored. The new
Multi-Agency Centre in Delhi — an exten-
sion to the IB chief, like Munir’s promo-
tion — should not mask failures. Non-
kinetic measures, including dialogue, will
be more effective than the new normal.

India’s roaring triumph: Lion population soars showcasing conservation success
Lion with its majestic looks in Manes and
Elan and Tiger with its grace and gorgeous
persona have made the wild world awe-inspir-
ing and beautiful and India is fortunate to
have them both thanks to our culture and
nature-loving people. The Gujarat Forest
Department recently announced the results of
the 16th Lion census carried out earlier this
month in May 2025. The population of Lions
in the last five years jumped from 674 in 2020
to 891 now. It is an incredible increase of 32
per cent. Out of this 384 are in Gir National
Park, Gir and Panis Sanctuary in Sasangir
spread over 1410 sq km area (258.7 sq km in
National Park and 1051.6 sq km in
Sanctuary). The rest 340 almost 44 per cent
Lions now live outside the Gir protective area
network. The success of the Tiger, Lion and
elephant is a remarkable example of the con-
servation of wildlife in the world and proves
the professional mettle of foresters especially
the field foresters who never hog the limelight
and work silently in difficult interior areas
devoid of basic civic amenities. The journey
of conserving this majestic animal shows that
Amreli District has shown the highest count
of 257 lions. For the first time, 17 Lions were
noticed in Barda sanctuary also. For the past
26 years from 205 in 1979-80, Lions now
have a very viable population of 891 which
opens up doors for scientific discussions so
that its future management can be ensured
with the support and cooperation of commu-
nities. The large increase in population will

pose a management challenge of creating new
habitats in the next 10 years when the popula-
tion may go up sizably. The recent killing of a
forest ranger by a Tiger in Ranthambore
National Park has thrown a challenge to
wildlife and forest experts on how to deal with
the increasing population of carnivores like
Tigers and Lions when we breach their habit
of natural hunting instinct of searching for the
prey.Wildlife and forest conservation received
a big boost after the enactment of the Wildlife
Act 1972 and the Forest Conservation Act
1980. The ‘Project Lion’ launched in the year
2020 has helped in the big rise in the Lion
population and especially with the 27 per cent
increase in the female population the chances
of a further rapid increase in population are
expected. Under Project Lion the Gujarat
Forest Department focused on improving the
habitat, Global positioning systems, use of
magnetic sensor grids and the use of radio col-
lars and camera traps thus monitoring the pop-
ulation effectively. The Lion census (unlike in
the case of the Tiger census where pugmark
and camera traps are used), is more authentic
because direct Beat Verification was carried
out by the staff by using robust scientific
methods and dividing the area into regions,
zones and sub-zones. For the future manage-
ment of wildlife, it is necessary to analyse the
geographic reach of the Asiatic Lion. It was
widely spread in Asia from Saudi Arabia to
Iran to Pakistan to Central and Western India
and Bengal till the 19th century. In 1900 only

about 100 lions were surviving.  But this
courageous animal living in groups called
‘prides’ was mercilessly easily hunted by
cowards as they were easy targets to proclaim
their so-called bravery in killing animals like
Tigers and Lions. The Princely states used to
invite Britishers for hunting expeditions and
these people decimated a large population of
Lions and Tigers. The Prides live in a well-
defined territory and defend it. Over the years
the habitat of the Lion in India deteriorated
and the population shrunk to only around a
dozen in the Gir Forest of Gujarat which was
a part of the hunting area of Nawab of
Junagarh.  The 400 species of flora of decidu-
ous scrub/forests (the best habitat for Lion)
and perineal rivers like Hiran, Shetranji,
Shingoda, and Dhatarwadi have played a cru-
cial part along with Maldharies in conserving
Lion in the Sasangir area. A few years ago, the
Government of India tried to create another
habitat for the Lion in Madhya Pradesh but
the Gujarat Government did not agree to the
translocation.The country has made a name
for itself in the international arena by conserv-
ing its bio-diversity heritage despite a popula-
tion of more than 143 billion. We have all the
ecosystem’s flagship species like the Lion,
Tiger, Leopard and now the Cheetah. As the
population of these carnivores is increasing,
we need to ensure that the prey base for these
species in forest areas does not shrink and the
habitat is not fragmented. The euphoria of the
Tiger and Lion census can not hide the precar-

ious conditions of our natural forests as the
Forest Survey India’s 2023 State of Forest
Report has candidly shown that regeneration
in 48 per cent of the natural forests is inade-
quate and almost 46,000 hectares of forests
have no tree growth.One of the direct impacts
of forest degradation is in shrinking water lev-
els in rainfed rivers like Narmada, and
Godavari which survive on good natural
forests. The use of water for irrigation and
hydel projects is also reducing water in rivers.
Groundwater recharge of aquifers also is
affected by a lack of regeneration and defor-
estation. Similarly, the shrinking Glaciers are
reducing water in our glacier-fed rivers like
Ganga. According to Global Forest Watch,
India has lost 2.3 million hectares of forest
since 2000. This includes 4,14,000 hectares of
humid primary forest from 2002 to 2023 and
in 2024, India lost 18,200 hectares of primary
forest. The forest officers though working
hard enough barring a few young officers
have been succumbing to bureaucratic and
political pressures. The politicians regard
them as road blockers in their vision of satis-
fying their vote bank and in governance with-
out genuine political backing no cadre can
work independently.  One fine example is the
way the Forest Rights Act 2006 is being
implemented by the Tribal Affairs Ministry
without having any cap on the date of applica-
tion. It means you continue to encroach on
forests and we are here to regularise it under
the Act. This is not only detrimental to conser-
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Misinformation: The new frontline in geopolitics
As digital content becomes ammuni-
tion, the world faces a critical chal-
lenge: to restore information. No longer
confined to diplomacy or defense strat-
egy, today’s power struggles are fought
in the realm of perception — through
deepfakes and manipulated media.In
today’s war-torn world, images and
videos don’t just go viral, they explode.
Like digital bombs, they scatter shards
of truth, half-truths, and outright false-
hoods across borders, screens, and
minds. We are living in an age where
one deepfake can shatter diplomatic
trust, one AI-generated image can incite
unrest, and one viral headline can sabo-
tage years of negotiation. When misin-
formation and fake news enter this ros-
ter of weaponry, the tragedy is com-
pounded. What could have been a
moment of resilience turns into a spec-
tacle of doubt and chaos.The recent
escalations in the Indian subcontinent
stand as a burning example of this. As
tensions rose, misinformation surged;
fabricated visuals, misattributed videos,
and misleading narratives flooded
social media. But what stood out was
the Indian government’s prompt and
proactive response: deploying fact-
check units, engaging official handles,
and taking down false content in real-
time. It wasn’t just governance; it was
communication warfare.Strategic com-
munication in today’s geopolitical
space has become a battlefield of con-
tending ideas, contrasting perceptions,
diverse strategies and complex narra-
tives.In 2025, the framework of the
geopolitical landscape has been affect-
ed by the geostrategic communication
architecture. The entire ecosystem has
become a “Bitter Platform of pulls and
pressure” a “Tug of War” and “Slanging
Match” being played out on different
media formats by stakeholders whose
image is at stake. The moot question is
whether geostrategic communication
requires overriding restraints to focus
on limits of misuse of content through
deepfakes, AI-generated images, false-
hood promotion and trigger-generated
perception and response.Recent events
have shown that the geopolitical space
is on a “24x7 Communication Alert”.
The buzz thereby generated has influ-

enced the contours of the core diplo-
matic interface and messaging struc-
ture. It has also sent warning signals
that wrap around “Communication
Disorder”, misinformation and hyped
ecosystem content. The entire commu-
nication operation is not a messaging
tool, rather it is being positioned as a
strategic weapon to misguide and nega-
tively align thereby disturbing the
“Information Equilibrium and
Discourse”.In the good old days,
geopolitics was dominated by conven-
tional tools and channels of dissemina-
tion, bilateral interface and personal
diplomacy interference to counter nega-
tive narratives, perceptions and senti-
ments. Today, the conventional wisdom
has been overtaken by “Communication
Strikes” which thrive on utilising the
space to destabilise, manipulate and
churn unwanted crises, narratives and
unending falsehoods in an era of instant
communication. Policymakers and
strategists grapple with the matrix of
complex “Communication Intersectio
ns” where ground rules are not constant
and thrive on fakery and
“Communication Escalation” points.
Any crisis that impacts geopolitics
today thrives on communication disor-
der, imbalance and asymmetry.The lack
of understanding to dissect the negative
content amongst the audiences leads to
being prey to biased hostile reporting.
This has been one of the biggest obsta-
cles to transparency in communicating
the right message through the appropri-
ate medium.Fact-checking units have
become the new normal of the global
order. Image depiction and messaging
consistency within the diplomatic land-
scape have suffered pitfalls due to a
lack of reciprocity in outlining events,
issues and themes.The Indian subconti-
nent witnessed this first-hand. As ten-
sion escalated, certain media outlets and
social platforms were flooded with
images and videos purportedly from
conflict zones. Many of these were
from unrelated incidents or were digi-
tally manipulated to incite public panic.
However, Indian authorities acted
swiftly: real-time fact-checking, dis-
semination of verified updates, and
coordinated efforts with social media

platforms helped curb the impact. The
government of India’s Fact Check Unit
PIB, under the aegis of the I&B
Ministry, played a critical role in
stalling the flow of disinformation that
flooded the social media space in the
recent events of neighbourhood ten-
sion.The result? Temporary restoration
of the information order in a region oth-
erwise on the brink of digital chaos. The
need for a new global information order
is acute and arises on account of the
gaps and fissures that appear in the
messaging and perception terrain.Due
to the deep impact of social media,
every medium and tool within the
geostrategic space is suffering from
“Asymmetrical Dynamics”. Dynamics
related to information overload, over-
hype infodemics, lack of credibility and
the growing role and interplay of non-
state elements in the ecosystem.The
need today is to use communication not
as an adjunct to a strategy and policy,
but rather utilise the platform to build
trust, confidence, self-belief and trans-
parency and “Positioning
Communication Perspective”. The
problem is that the institutional struc-
tures that govern the ecosystem thrive
on the “Imbalances Related to
Resources, Reach, Accountability and
Non-Regulation” of the mediums. It is
no rocket science when one notices the
biased projection of the Western media
on issues that create ripples in the
image, perception and narratives. These
structures do not facilitate a fair dis-
course of narratives rather they suffer
from communication distortion due to
their mantra of knee-jerk communica-
tion.Globally, geostrategic practitioners
have suffered the menace of fact-check-

ing, to ensure fairness and
ethics in information manage-
ment. This unwanted phenom-
enon has also thrived due to
the lack of “Media literacy”
and awareness amongst peo-
ple, and the inability to criti-
cally understand and evaluate
content.This phenomenon is
one of the biggest push factors
ailing the current global infor-
mation order and has led to
distortion and lack of under-
standing of key issues domi-

nating the media space.In the current
global order, geostrategic considera-
tions are certainly playing out in the
public domain, rather than in hush-hush
corridors of power. Policymakers face
the challenge of gestures, curated visu-
als, amplified images, and digital tools.
Invasion that erases trust, cohesion and
transparency in the information ecosys-
tem.Geostrategy, today requires a holis-
tic narrative-building exercise wherein
traditional and new media formats
weave together a predictable and com-
prehensive narrative. It is a critical fac-
tor that must be to weave and check the
role and responsibility of
AI.Technology-driven communication,
that does not obliterate transparency
and ethics in the domain of strategic
messaging. Global consensuses should
not fall prey to the wonder tools and
algorithms of AI as it would expose the
inbuilt fragility of communication
through modern tools techniques and
content.What the world needs now is a
globally accepted fact-checking proto-
col; a cooperative network of govern-
ments, tech platforms, and neutral
watchdogs committed to immediate and
effective debunking of
misinformation.It must be matched
with international investments in media
literacy initiatives and cross-border
transparency frameworks. In these
volatile times, when geopolitics is dic-
tated by optics and perception, the cost
of unchecked misinformation is far too
high. Strategic communication must be
wielded not as a megaphone for chaos,
but as a lighthouse of clarity and trust
because the war for truth is no less
important than the war for peace.

The Modi Doctrine: India’s historic shift from restraint to retaliation
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's doctrine
will be etched in history as a transforma-
tive policy that decisively redefined India's
approach to Pakistan's terror-driven provo-
cations. For decades, cross-border terror-
ism was treated with diplomatic exchanges
and measured responses. But under Modi's
leadership, India has declared that terror
attacks will henceforth be regarded as acts
of war-meriting the severest punishment,
including cross-border strikes and direct
retaliation against both terrorists and their
patrons.An in-depth analysis of Modi's
speech exhibits that his doctrine is not
mere rhetoric-it has been enforced with
unmistakable resolve. The obliteration of
nine terror camps and the destruction of
eleven Pakistani air bases by India stand as
irrefutable evidence of this new policy.
The message is unequivocal: extremists,
whether sheltered by rogue regimes or
operating independently, will be treated as

state actors, and both will face retribu-
tion.Modi has also used this doctrine to
convey a broader global message-
Pakistan's terror agenda is not just India's
problem. The prime minister has high-
lighted that Islamabad's terror network has
targeted Western powers as well. The trag-
ic 9/11 attacks on the United States and the
deadly London Tube bombings have direct
links to terrorists trained in Pakistan. In
Modi's view, the state and terror are inter-
twined in Pakistan, making the country
complicit in its proxies' actions.India's res-
olute response during Operation Sindoor, a
high-stakes military offensive, has further
cemented this policy. The doctrine is clear-
Pakistan will face identical, severe conse-
quences if it continues to harbour terrorists
or allows its territory to serve as a breeding
ground for extremism.Modi's doctrine is a
multifaceted strategy with significant
diplomatic, military, and strategic implica-

tions. His speech has been widely recog-
nised as a statement of India's future poli-
cy, echoing the American operation that
eliminated Osama bin Laden on Pakistani
soil and Israel's retaliatory strikes against
Hamas following the murder of innocent
civilians. rime Minister Modi's stance has
thus placed India in the league of proac-
tive, decisive nations that prioritise their
security and sovereignty without suc-
cumbing to diplomatic dithering or strate-
gic ambiguity.Modi's doctrine on terrorism
has redefined India's strategic response to
Pakistan's persistent cross-border terror,
establishing a historic precedent where
acts of terror are equated to acts of war.
This transformative policy shift has not
only fortified India's defence posture but
has also sent an unequivocal global mes-
sage-India will retaliate decisively against
terrorism, even if it means crossing the
Line of Control (LoC).The Modi Doctrine

will be remembered for ending the
decades-old ambiguity over India's
response to Pakistan-sponsored terrorism.
By categorically treating terror attacks as
acts of war, the doctrine authorises the
Indian armed forces to launch punitive
strikes, including cross-LoC operations,
against terror camps and their patrons.
This paradigm shift has brought an end to
the era of 'restraint' in the face of terror
provocations, ushering in a new era of
active deterrence.The 2016 surgical strikes
following the Uri attack and the 2019
Balakot airstrikes after the Pulwama inci-
dent are vivid examples of this proactive
policy. These actions shattered the myth
that Pakistan's nuclear arsenal would pre-
vent India from striking back. India's
response has forced global powers to re-
evaluate their approach to state-sponsored
terrorism. It has positioned India as a
nation unwilling to bow before terror



EDITED, PRINTED, PUBLISHED AND OWNED BY CHALLA SRIKANTH, PRINTED AT SRINIVASA PRINTERS D.NO 7-4-5, NEAR RAMALAYAM  TEMPLE, BAPATLA WEST,(U) VILLAGE, 
BAPATLA -522101, GUNTUR DISTRICT, ANDHRA PRADESH, PUBLISHED AT D.NO 7-4-5, NEAR RAMALAYAM  TEMPLE, BAPATLA -522101 GUNTUR DISTRICT, ANDHRA PRADESH,

EDITOR : CHALLA SRIKANTH,  RNI : APBIL / 2023 / 86665, CELL: 6281086394 , EMIL SRIKANTH9550389070@GMAIL.COM   

8 
15 THURSDAY JANUARY 2026




      
 
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