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Cross-border infiltration has become one of India's
most serious internal security concerns. Though
long a matter of regional unease, it now demands
national attention. On 15 August 2025, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi highlighted this growing
threat from the ramparts of the Red Fort, warning
that "illegal infiltrators are snatching the bread and
butter of our youth, targeting our daughters and sis-
ters, and capturing forest land belonging to inno-
cent tribals."He characterised these demographic
shifts in border areas as more than just local disrup-
tions; they are grave threats to national security. To
address this, the government announced the forma-
tion of a high-powered Demographic Security
Mission, signalling a determined push to counter
this challenge. In the early 2000s, India's primary
internal security threats were terrorism and sepa-
ratism in Kashmir, Left-Wing Extremism (LWE),
and North-East insurgency. Though these issues
persist, their intensity has declined considerably.
Naxalism, once active in 182 districts in 2009, has
now shrunk to just 18 in 2025. Former PM
Manmohan Singh had called it the "single biggest
internal security threat" in 2006. According to the
Home Ministry, it could be eliminated by March
2026.In the North-East, insurgency has declined by
nearly 90 per cent. This progress is largely due to
improved infrastructure, integration of alienated
communities, and peace accords with insurgent
groups.Kashmir has experienced a relative calm

Cross-border Infiltration: Ag
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following the 2019 abrogation of Article 370.
However, a complete resolution remains elusive, as
Pakistan and its intelligence agency ISI continue to
fuel unrest in the region. Keeping the Kashmir
issue alive is essential to their strategic interests
and political survival.With these longstanding
challenges somewhat under control, illegal infiltra-
tion has now surfaced as the most pressing internal
security threat.Infiltration is no longer a border-
specific problem. Its effects are now deeply felt
across the Indian heartland, creating far-reaching
social, political, and economic consequences. What
was once framed as a humanitarian issue has trans-
formed into a national crisis.Socially, the influx
from Bangladesh and Myanmar has altered the
demographic makeup of states like Assam, West
Bengal, Tripura and other North-Eastern areas.
Ethnic balances have been disrupted, causing fric-
tion over land, language, and identity. The Assam
Movement's legacy looms large, while debates on
the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) and the
National Register of Citizens (NRC) remain active
and politically sensitive. There is a growing per-
ception among locals that infiltrators benefit from
welfare schemes and political appeasement. This
belief has sparked ethnic nationalism and commu-
nal tensions. Radical groups are quick to exploit
such sentiments, posing further threats to social
cohesion. This issue is no longer limited to border
regions. Migrants have reached deep into the main-
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land from Bihar to Punjab and Uttarakhand to
Karnataka. Major cities like Delhi, Hyderabad,
Gurugram and Pune are witnessing increasing
numbers, putting pressure on urban services and
housing. What was once a regional problem is now
a national one.Politically, illegal infiltration pres-
ents dangerous incentives. Most political parties
have embraced vote-bank strategies, facilitating
fake documents, helping infiltrators settle on gov-
ernment lands, especially along river beds and for-
est areas, and turning a blind eye to the conse-
guences. Such actions compromise national securi-
ty for short-term electoral gains and alienate local
populations. This deepens mistrust between citizens
and the state. If unaddressed, it could lead to
unrest, especially in vulnerable regions where
demographic pressures are mounting.
Economically, illegal infiltration strains both
employment and public services. Most undocu-
mented migrants work in agriculture, construction
and domestic labour, flooding the market with
cheap labour. This depresses wages and displaces
local workers.Moreover, many infiltrators are
involved in the informal or grey economy, engag-
ing in cattle smuggling, narcotics trafficking, fake
currency, and illicit trade. These activities not only
weaken the formal economy but also empower
organised crime syndicates, some with terrorist
links.Public resources such as healthcare, educa-
tion, and welfare are stretched further by the
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undocumented population. These burdens threaten
to derail India's vision of becoming a developed
nation, "Viksit Bharat" by 2047.India's borders are
increasingly vulnerable due to evolving tactics by
hostile actors. In Punjab, narco-terrorism has
gained ground, with drugs and arms being dropped
by drones. Along the India-Myanmar border, diffi-
cult terrain enables insurgent movement and illegal
entry. Cyber radicalisation and sleeper agents dis-
guised as labourers further complicate
detection.Recent arrests of Pakistani militants
along the Bangladesh-Meghalaya border suggest a
strategic shift by Pakistan's ISI, which is now
exploiting weaker points along the eastern fron-
tier.Despite the best efforts of border forces, the
vast and varied geography presents major enforce-
ment challenges. In 2011, in Malda district, a head
constable was killed by cattle traffickers. A local
survey revealed that a 500-metre stretch was fully
occupied by illegal Bangladeshi settlers, making
security operations difficult and compromising
local intelligence networks.Such realities prove
that infiltration isn't just about border violations; it
can weaken internal coordination, disrupt intelli-
gence, and enable collusion with enemy states dur-
ing crises.The newly announced Demographic
Security Mission is a timely and necessary move.
But for real impact, it must adopt a zero-tolerance
approach.Those involved in facilitating fake IDs
and documents must face strict legal consequences.

RSS Inspired by Vasudnaiva Kutumbakam

Bhagwat Ji has always been a strong
votary of Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat, a
firm believer in India’s diversity and the
celebration of so many different cultures
and traditions that are a part of our
landSeptember 11th evokes two contrast-
ing remembrances. The first dates back to
1893, when Swami Vivekananda delivered
his iconic Chicago address. With the few
words, “Sisters and Brothers of America,”
he won the hearts of thousands present in
the hall. He introduced the timeless spiri-
tual heritage of India and the emphasis on
universal brotherhood to the world stage.
The second is the gruesome 9/11 attacks,
when this very principle came under attack
thanks to the menace of terrorism and rad-
icalism. There is something else about this
day which is noteworthy.September 11, is
the birthday of a personality who, inspired
by the principle of Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam, has dedicated his entire life
to societal transformation and strengthen-
ing the spirit of harmony and fraternity.
For lakhs of people associated with the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh, he is
respectfully referred to as Param Pujya
Sarsanghchalak. Yes, | am referring to Shri
Mohan Bhagwat Ji, whose 75th birthday
is, incidentally, falling in the same year
when the RSS marks its centenary. | would
like to convey my best wishes to him and
pray for his long and healthy life.My asso-
ciation with Mohan Ji’s family has been
very deep. | have had the good fortune of
working closely with Mohan Ji’s father,
the late Madhukarrao Bhagwat Ji. | have
written extensively about him in my book,
Jyotipunj. Along with his association with
the legal world, he devoted himself to
nation-building. He played a pivotal role
in strengthening the RSS across Gujarat.
Such was Madhukarrao Ji’s passion
towards nation-building that it groomed
his son, Mohanrao, to work towards
India’s regeneration. It is as if Parasmani
Madhukarrao prepared another Parasmani
in  Mohanrao.Mohan Ji became a
Pracharak in the mid-1970s. Upon hearing
the word Pracharak, one may mistakenly
think it refers to someone who is simply
doing prachar or campaigning, propagat-
ing ideas. But those familiar with the
working of the RSS understand that the

Pracharak tradition is at the core of the
organisation’s work. Over the last hundred
years, thousands of young people, inspired
by a patriotic zeal, have left their homes
and families to dedicate their lives to real-
ising the mission of India First. His early
years in the RSS coincided with a very
dark period of Indian history. This was the
time the draconian Emergency was
imposed by the then Congress
Government. For every person who cher-
ished democratic principles and wanted
India to prosper, it was natural to strength-
en the anti-Emergency movement. This is
exactly what Mohan Ji and countless RSS
Swayamsevaks did. He worked extensive-
ly in rural and backward areas of
Maharashtra, especially Vidarbha. This
shaped his understanding of the challenges
faced by the poor and downtrodden.Over
the years, Bhagwat Ji held various posi-
tions in the RSS. He performed each and
every one of those duties with great dex-
terity. Mohan Ji’s years as the head of the
Akhil Bharatiya Sharirik Pramukh during
the 1990s are still fondly remembered by
many Swayamsevaks. During this period,
he spent considerable time working in the
villages of Bihar. These experiences fur-
ther deepened his connect with grassroots
issues. In 2000, he became the
Sarkaryawah and here too, he brought his
unique way of working, handling the most
complex of situations with ease and preci-
sion.In 2009, he became the Sarsan ghcha-
lak and continues to work with great
vibrancy. Being Sarsanghchalak is more
than an organisational responsibility.
Extraordinary individuals have defined
this role through personal sacrifice, clarity
of purpose and unshakeable commitment
to Maa Bharti. Mohan Ji, in addition to
doing full justice to the enormity of the
responsibility, has also brought to it his
own strength, intellectual depth and empa-
thetic leadership, all of which is inspired
by the principle of Nation First.If | can
think of two attributes Mohan Ji has held
close to his heart and imbibed in his work
style, they are continuity and adaptation.
He has always steered the organisation
through very complex currents, never
compromising on the core ideology we are
all proud of and at the same time address-
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ing the evolving needs of society.He has a
natural connect with the youth and thus
has always focused on integrating more
youngsters with the Sangh Parivar. He is
often seen engaging in public discourse
and interacting with people, which has
been very beneficial in today’s dynamic
and digital world. Broadly speaking,
Bhagwat Ji’s tenure will be considered the
most transformative period in the 100-year
journey of the RSS.From the change in
uniform to the modifications in the
Shiksha Vargs (training camps), several
significant changes occurred under his
leadership. I particularly remember Mohan
Ji’s efforts during the COVID period,
when humanity battled a once-in-a-life-
time pandemic. In those times, continuing
the traditional RSS activities became chal-
lenging. Mohan Ji suggested increased
usage of technology. In the context of the
global challenges, he remained connected
with global perspectives while developing
institutional frameworks.At that time, all
Swayamsevaks made every possible effort
to reach out to those in need, while ensur-
ing the safety of themselves and others.
Medical camps were organised in several
places. We also lost many of our hard-
working Swayamsevaks, but such was the
inspiration of Mohan Ji that their determi-
nation never wavered. Earlier this year,
during the inauguration of the Madhav
Netra Chikitsalaya in Nagpur, | had
remarked that the RSS is like an
Akshayavat, an eternal banyan tree that
energises the national culture and collec-
tive consciousness of our nation. The roots
of this Akshayavat are deep and strong
because they are anchored in values.The
dedication with which Mohan Bhagwat Ji
has committed himself to nurturing and

advancing these values is truly inspira-
tional. Another admirable quality of
Mohan Ji’s personality is his soft-spoken
nature. He is blessed with an exceptional
ability to listen. This trait ensures a deeper
perspective and also brings a sense of sen-
sitivity and dignity to his persona and lead-
ership.Here, | also want to write about the
keen interest he has always shown towards
various mass movements. From Swachh
Bharat Mission to Beti Bachao Beti
Padhao, he always urges the entire RSS
family to add vigour through these move-
ments. In order to further social well-
being, Mohan Ji has given the Panch
Parivartan, which includes social harmony,
family values, environmental awareness,
national selfhood and civic duties. These
can inspire Indians from all walks of life.
Every Swayamsevak dreams of seeing a
strong and prosperous nation. To realise
this dream, what is required is both clear
vision and decisive action. Mohan Ji
embodies both these qualities in abun-
dance.Bhagwat Ji has always been a strong
votary of Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat, a
firm believer in India’s diversity and the
celebration of so many different cultures
and traditions that are a part of our land.
Beyond his busy schedule, Mohan Ji has
always found time to pursue passions like
music and singing.Few people know that
he is very versatile in various Indian musi-
cal instruments. His passion for reading
can be seen in several of his speeches and
interactions. This year, in a few days from
now, the RSS turns 100. It is also a pleas-
ant coincidence that this year, Vijaya
Dashami, Gandhi Jayanti, Lal Bahadur
Shastri Jayanti and the RSS centenary cel-
ebrations are on the same day. It will be a
historic milestone for lakhs of people asso-
ciated with the RSS in India and the world.
And, we have a very wise and hardwork-
ing Sarsanghchalak in Mohan Ji, steering
the organisation in these times. I will con-
clude by saying that Mohan Ji is a living
example of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam,
showing that when we rise above bound-
aries and consider everyone as our own, it
strengthens trust, brotherhood and equality
in society. | once again wish Mohan Ji a
long and healthy life in service of Maa

Bharti.
H B i H B



’
Beyond worg

By way of our actions and non-actions,
the human body, mind, and soul become
fragile and enfeebled. Chanting mantras
with utmost concentration and purity of
thought enables the mind to regain
vigour and robustness, resulting in an
alchemical transmutation. Consequently,
we are able to enhance the Shiva Tattva,
Narayana Tattva, and Guru Tattva in our-
selves. The above narrative was regard-
ing Hinduism. However, all religious
orders and spiritual organisations
endorse the chanting of words and sylla-
bles.The intent of these words is to
silence the mind, helping it travel from
cacophony to symphony. Among
Hindus, Buddhists, Jains, and Sikhs, it is
the cantillation of OM. Those professing
Islam undertake incantations of Qur’anic
passages, or the Names of Allah.
Christians offer praise to the Lord by
chanting scriptural texts, especially the
Psalms. Jews too chant from the biblical

Trumo’s tart

Donald Trump’s decision to slap an
unprecedented 50 per cent tariff on Indian
exports has jolted bilateral trade relations.
The move risks undermining ties with
India, a vital strategic partner, even as New
Delhi opts for restraint — focusing instead
on diversifying its export markets rather
than retaliatingDonald Trump's slapping
an unprecedented 50 per cent tariff on
India translates into loss of the American
market for textiles, leather, auto parts,
gems and jewellery, shrimp etc. American
importers and consumers can absorb at the
most 15 per cent of the increased cost, and
exporters can take a shock of 5 per cent;
beyond this the export remains non-viable.
In other words, America has put an embar-
go on trade of these goods from India.
Fortunately, pharmaceuticals and electron-
iC goods are not covered in the tariff and
export can go on till Trump springs a sur-
prise. The relationship between the US and
India is built over 25 years, and India has
been extremely sensible in not announcing
any retaliatory action. It is only Trump, his
trade advisor Peter Navarro and Treasury
Secretary Scott Bessent who are blaming
India for buying Russian oil and arms, and
Russia using the sale proceeds to fund war
against Ukraine, despite the fact that China
is buying more oil and the EU more gas
from Russia. Trump's action to single out
India — a strategic partner — has not gone
well with his opponents and well-known
economists in America. Economists like
Robert Wolff have stated that India is the
most populous country on the planet and
antagonising it amounts to Trump firing a
bullet in his own foot, further adding that
India would do more business with BRICS
countries in the circumstances. Another
economist, Jeffery Such, says that America
cannot tolerate India's growth, thus caus-
ing disruptions, and advised India not to be
dependent on America and tilt towards
China. Democrats challenged Trump's tar-
iff, where the federal US Appeal Court
ruled that the President does not have
authority to impose sweeping tariffs on
foreign imports, but delayed the imple-
mentation till 14th October to enable the
Administration to appeal the order in the
US Supreme Court. Till that time the tariff
remains applicable. Trump and Navarro
are confident that the administration will
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texts (Old Testament). Practitioners of
Sudarshan Kriya, a rhythmic breathing
technique, inhale and exhale to the sylla-
bles So-ham. Aeons ago lived a Zen
Master who specialised in teaching
mantras. The foundation of his teachings
was absolute faith in the mantra being
chanted. Two tutees once approached
him and expressed a desire to learn a
mantra that would help them fly in the
sky. The wise Master wanted to know if
they were sure that they would carry out
his instructions in toto and with absolute
faith, which was agreed to by the
mentees. Very soon they began to levi-
tate and, over a period of time, began to
fly like majestic birds. Somewhere in the
stratosphere one day, the two postulants
met and exchanged notes. Said the first
novitiate, “Brother, what is the syllable
imparted to you by the Holy Master?”
“La,” replied the second freshman. “Oh!
| was given the mantra Ba,” remarked

I008rs trad

succeed in appeal, as judges appointed by
Republicans outnumber those appointed
by Democrats. Does it not undermine judi-
ciary's independence? How can America
call itself the biggest and oldest democra-
cy? Even if Trump loses in the Supreme
Court, he will approach Congress to ratify
the tariffs.India has taken action to diversi-
fy its export to many countries in Latin
America, Africa and Southeast Asia. As
many as 40 countries have been
approached. Outreach to the UK, Japan,
South Korea is bound to push textile
exports. The Export Promotion Council
will be the mainstay for diversification,
connecting with suppliers with good qual-
ity,  sustainable  and innovative
products.The countries like Russia and
China, where India faces trade deficit,
have come forward to open their markets
for Indian exports to bridge the deficit. The
latest trade figures suggest that India has a
trade deficit with Russia to the tune of $60
billion, while that with China is $99 bil-
lion.The biggest fallout of such high tariffs
would be the slide in production in the sec-
tors threatened by the tariff hike, and these
being labour-intensive sectors, India's
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has
urged producers and exporters not to lay
off workers and not to bring down produc-
tion. She has further requested them to
find alternate markets and diversify
exports. The Government is also making
moves like GST reforms, proposing to
keep two slabs of 5 per cent and 18 per
cent. This will give relief to MSMEs and
help them cut the cost of production.To
attract investments, labour reforms are
key. For fear of political repercussions, the
Government is holding the activation of
four labour codes: on wages, social securi-
ty, occupational safety and industrial rela-
tions. Industries are substituting labour
with capital and technology, and thus they
aspire for easy hire-and-fire laws.
Moreover, hiring these days is on a con-
tractual basis, especially in work relating
to CSR funds.India’s tilt towards China is
evident from PM Narendra Modi's visit to
Tianjin for the SCO summit. On the side-
lines of the summit, he held very success-
ful bilateral talks with Chinese President
Xi Jinping and Russian President Vladimir
Putin. China has already lifted the export
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the first greenhorn. They surmised that if
they were to combine the two mantras,
surely their powers would be magnified
and they could then circumnavigate the
universe. In their minds, they thought it
extremely unfair on the part of the
Master to impart only one half of the
mantra to each of them. Their energy and
enthusiasm doubled, but faith punctured,
they chanted the mantra Ba-La. Much to
their surprise, they came hurtling down
and landed with a big thud. The enlight-
ened Master had disseminated the sacred
words to his students, which were La and
Ba respectively, and not a combination.
They were consumed by venomous
vipers, as in a game of snakes and lad-
ders, and their virtuosity dissipated in the
sands of time.Meanwhile, a young boy’s
mother lay on the last leg of her life. His
father and family were traumatised. The
boy overheard the doctor telling his
father that only a miracle could save her.
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In all innocence, he rushed to the
chemist in the hospital, placed all his
savings with a few rupees on the count-
er, and asked for the magic drug called
“miracle.” Taking pity, the chemist hand-
ed him vitamin tablets. The boy prayed to
Almighty God and gave the “miracle”
medicine to his father, certain his mother
would be saved.To everyone’s amaze-
ment, the lady regained consciousness
and slowly recovered.The “wonder
drug” worked as a placebo in the child’s
mind, filling the family with positivity
that hastened her recovery — astonish-
ing the doctors. This was the power of
the mantra: Miracle Drug. Its efficacy
lies not in parroting but in imbibing its
pristine essence through devotion, dedi-
cation, deification, and
determination.The writer is the CEO of
Chhattisgarh East Railway Ltd. and
Chhattisgarh East West Railway Ltd. He
is a faculty of the Art of Living
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China-Pakistan Economic

Corridor, passes through
Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir. The declaration
also noted that the physical
safety and security of
nuclear facilities must be
ensured, even in war peri-
ods.In the bilateral with the
Russian President, Modi
reiterated support for initia-
tives to address the Ukraine
conflict and emphasised the
need for cessation of con-
flict. He also discussed

ban on fertilisers, rare earth minerals and
bore drilling machines, which are quite
critical for several of our industries.
Nevertheless, our dependency on any one
country for supply chain is not good.
While we develop our resources for semi-
conductors and rare earth magnets under
the commitment to be swadeshi, we should
also tie up with other countries like
Australia for the supply of such critical
inputs. Likewise, we should not be
dependent on one country for our exports.
We must capture other markets too. Both
the supply chain for import and marketing
the goods manufactured through export
need diversification, lest any country at
any point in time can weaponise it.The
Tianjin SCO declaration opposes unilater-
al coercive measures, including those of an
economic nature. The members adopted
support for the multilateral trading system,
and the SCO can promote it for an inclu-
sive world order. The declaration added
that the group will uphold and strengthen
an open, transparent, fair, inclusive, non-
discriminatory multilateral trading system
based on recognised international princi-
ples and rules, promoting the development
of an open global economy, ensuring fair
market access, and duly providing prefer-
ential treatment for developing countries.
Apart from trade, terrorism found a men-
tion in the declaration. Unlike the SCO
Defence Ministers' meet in June, where the
22nd April Pahalgaon terror strike was not
adopted, this time the members have con-
demned the attack and adopted it in the
declaration. India was the only SCO state
that did not back China's flagship BRI
project, as one of its projects, namely the

cooperation in areas like
trade, fertiliser and security with Putin,
who responded that the relationship
between the two countries will further
develop and that trade and economic ties
are seeing positive momentum. The two
countries accepted coordinated efforts in
the UN, BRICS, G20, and SCO. The bilat-
eral with China indicated that the two
countries would accommodate each other's
concerns, strengthen multilateral coopera-
tion and expand exchanges and coopera-
tion for mutual benefits.Our relationship
with China is improving since last
October's Kazan SCO summit, when Modi
and Xi Jinping had a bilateral meeting. The
border issue between the two is still the
flash point. Troop disengagement took
place last year, but de-escalation and de-
induction have not yet seen the light of
day. Despite a good bilateral at Tianjin, we
still cannot rely on China fully. During the
recent Operation Sindoor, China passed
intelligence against India to Pakistan.The
Opposition has already charged Modi with
having failed to flag it in his recent bilater-
al. India is facing cross-border terrorism
from Pakistan, and China has never sup-
ported us. On the trade side, one is always
suspicious whether China will bridge the
trade deficit, given the fact that they have
huge capacity generated for manufacturing
of any goods and services. When they can
produce it cheaply, why would they import
from us? Unless our relationship with
China on border, terrorism and trade
improves, we keep our fingers crossed.The
writer is Retired Head of Karnataka Forest
Force and presently teaches Economics in
Karnataka Forest Academy
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