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Donald Trump is turning out to be one
of the most controversial and impulsive
chief minister in the history of United
States and this is coming at a cost. He
has already accumulated a lot of nega-
tive reaction from the common public,
and the repercussions are being felt
now. Speculation around the 2026 US
midterm elections has intensified after
reports suggested that Democrats could
pursue impeachment proceedings
against President Donald Trump if they
regain control of Congress.Some politi-
cal narratives have gone further, claim-
ing Democrats would also target Vice
President JD Vance. However, there is
currently no official or unified
Democratic plan confirming such a
move. The discussion largely stems
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from recent comments by Trump him-
self and warnings from Republican
leaders, who argue that a Democratic
victory would open the door to aggres-
sive investigations and impeachment
efforts.Democratic leaders, on the other
hand, have publicly focused their mes-
saging on issues like inflation, health-
care, and governance, while keeping
their stance on impeachment deliberate-
ly noncommittal. Adding fuel to the
debate are prediction markets.
According to Polymarket, Democrats
are currently being given close to an 80
percent chance of winning the 2026
midterms and reclaiming the House of
Representatives. These odds reflect
trader sentiment and expectations, not
confirmed political outcomes or policy
decisions.It is also important to note
that impeachment is only one step in a
long constitutional process. Even if the
House were to approve impeachment
articles, removal from office would
require a two thirds majority vote in the
Senate, a threshold that has historically
been difficult to achieve. For now, talk
of impeaching Trump and Vance
remains political speculation rather than
an established Democratic strategy,
with the 2026 elections still a long way
off.

T

- : ~

Generally, during the Sankranti festival sea-
son, we see a lot of traffic moment along the
highway, connecting Hyderabad and
Vijayawada. The same happens to be the
case, even now as a massive traffic scenario
is being observed between the two cities.
Heavy traffic congestion was witnessed on
the Vijayawada Hyderabad highway as a
large number of people travelled from rural
areas towards cities. The sudden increase in
vehicle movement led to long queues at sev-
eral points, causing delays and inconven-
ience to commuters. Chityala emerged as
one of the worst affected stretches, with

21 WEDNESDAY JANUARY 2026

RNI: APBIL/2023/86665 i
i

G0 3090

RERRBTINS 5‘550 o

<
== ROYAL JOURNALISM

&Y

vehicles lining up for long dis-
tances and moving at a very
slow pace.Passengers reported
that cars buses and goods vehi-
cles were crawling for hours,
especially during peak travel
time. Many travelers said the
journey took much longer than
usual due to traffic bottlenecks
and lack of smooth flow.
Authorities were forced to inter-
vene as the congestion contin-
ued to build up through the
day.To ease the situation, traffic
B police diverted vehicles from
Chityala towards Bhuvanagiri.
This diversion was implement-
ed to reduce pressure on the
main highway and ensure at least partial
relief for stranded commuters. While the
diversion helped to an extent, slow move-
ment was still reported on alternate routes
due to the sudden inflow of
vehicles.Officials stated that the rush was
mainly due to people returning to cities after
visiting their native villages for personal and
seasonal reasons. They advised travelers to
plan their journeys carefully and follow traf-
fic updates. Commuters have been urged to
remain patient and cooperate with traffic
personnel until the situation returns to nor-
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It is already known that the United States authori-
ties had imposed a permanent visa freeze on 75
countries. It is being established that the United
States authorities are taking additional measures to
keep away the migrants.Starting January 21, 2026,
Bangladeshi nationals approved for US B1 or B2
visas will be required to pay a security bond that
can go up to 15,000 dollars. The new rule applies to
business and tourist visas issued on or after the
effective date and is aimed at ensuring visitors
strictly follow visa conditions during their stay in
the United States.According to officials, the bond
will be collected only after a visa is approved.
Applicants who already hold a valid B1 or B2 visa
issued before January 21, 2026, are exempt from
the requirement and can continue to travel under
existing rules.US authorities have issued a clear
warning against paying any bond amount in
advance. Payments made before the visa interview
do not increase the chances of approval and are not
refundable. Applicants are also being cautioned
against third party websites or agents claiming to
facilitate bond payments, as several such platforms
could be scams.The bond will be returned once the
traveler complies with all visa terms, including
leaving the US within the permitted period.For
now, this regulation will be in effect only for
Bangladeshi individuals, and it has to be seen if this
would be extended to other countries, including
India.

The Sankranti festival brings together friends and family
members at their hometowns and is celebrated with great
joy. But the Sankranthi has spurred tragedy into the lives of
two Telugu software employees who died due to excessive
alcohol consumption.Let us have a look at the tragic story
involving to Telugu software engineers from Chittoor dis-
trict who died while competing to drink 19 beers in a fate-
ful competition.Going into the story, on the occasion
Sankranthi festival, six young men held a party in
Bandavaddipalli village in Chittoor district. Two of them,
Avalakunta Manikumar (34) and Vemula Pushparaj (26),
competed to drink beer, consuming 19 bottles between 3
PM and 7:30 PM.Due to excessive beer consumption, they
suffered from dehydration and Manikimar died while
being transported to the hospital, and Pushparaj died while
undergoing treatment.The other four, Avalakunta Shravan
Kumar (23), Pasupuleti Shivamani (21), Avalakunta
Venugopal (20), and Kotakonda Abhishek (18), who drank
less beer, are fine. The two individuals who took part in the
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The central bureau of investigation has started to investi-
gate Tamil superstar Thalapathy Vijay in connection with
the earlier Karur stampede which claimed 41 lives at his
rally. Now let us have a look at the latest update that is pro-
vided by Vijay’s political party. TVK leader Nirmal Kumar
has stated that there will be no further questioning of party
chief Vijay in connection with the Karur case, putting an
end to speculation surrounding the matter. Addressing the
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drinking competition and consumed 19 beers had died due
to abusive alcohol exposure.This horrifying incident has
now grabbed the attention on social media, and it also
advocates the need for responsible alcohol consumption
amongst the general public.

. [l

media, Kumar said the clarification was based on informa-
tion shared by Central Bureau of Investigation officials
themselves.He explained that Vijay had already been
examined by the CBI over two separate days, January 12
and January 19. According to Kumar, the questioning was
detailed and covered all aspects the investigators wanted to
clarify. He stressed that the agency is satisfied with the
responses given and has not indicated any need for addi-
tional summons.Nirmal Kumar also strongly rejected
rumours circulating on social media and in some sections
of the public discourse about Vijay’s possible arrest. He
termed these claims as completely false and misleading.
He further dismissed talk of a charge sheet being prepared
against Vijay, saying there is no such development in the
case at present.The TVK leader accused certain groups of
deliberately spreading misinformation to create confusion
and damage the party’s image. He urged people not to
believe unverified reports and said the party remains con-
fident that the truth will come out.Kumar reiterated that
Vijay has cooperated fully with the investigation and has
nothing to hide. He added that TVK will continue its polit-
ical activities as planned and will not be distracted by base-
less rumours.
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The volume of the American population travelling to India for
travel purposes is already low. And now we have shocking
incidents happening, which could further keep the American
population away from India due to the antisocial
behaviour.Incidentally, an American woman visiting India has
alleged that she was s*xually harassed on the Delhi Metro, an
incident that has sparked widespread discussion on women’s
safety in public spaces.According to her account, the incident
occurred when a teenage boy asked for a photograph while
travelling with his family. After she agreed, the boy allegedly
put his arm around her shoulder and then touched her inappro-
priately. The woman said she immediately confronted him
and pushed him away.She further claimed that the boy’s fam-
ily members defended his behaviour, stating that she had
overreacted and attempting to justify his actions. The
response, she said, added to her distress and left her
shocked.The incident came to light after an Indian origin aca-
demic based in the United States shared her experience on
social media. The post quickly went viral, drawing strong
reactions online. Several users condemned the alleged harass-
ment and criticised the family’s response, while others called
for greater awareness about consent and respectful conduct in
public spaces.The woman stated that the experience over-
shadowed her visit to India, during which she was frequently
approached for selfies. She reportedly said the incident may
influence her decision to return to the country in the future. As
of now, there has been no official confirmation of a police
complaint or response from authorities regarding the incident.

T T O Crn v RV e

Highly controversial Telugu filmmaker Ram Gopal Varma
has his opinions on global matters and he is back at it again
now. He has delivered his verdict on the ongoing conflict
between Donald Trump and the Greenland takeover.Reacting
on this matter, Verma used Indian actors and metaphors to
describe the situation involving the United States, president
and his takeover of Greenland. Greenlanders protesting
American takeover is like the employees of a small tiny com-
pany resisting Mukesh Ambani taking over. A tiny population
with no army, no capital dominance is already dependent,
whether it admits it or not, Varma stated by using Indian rel-
evant examples.So the question is not: “Do we stay sover-
eign?” It’s actually: “Who do we depend on, and on what
terms?”Reality is that languages die when kids migrate, tradi-
tions vanish when livelihoods disappear and the so called
identity collapses when youth see a better future which
explains everyone wanting to go to U SIf a takeover gives
higher income, better education, better healthcare and better
security, then resisting is like employees rejecting a buyout
because they’re emotionally attached to the past instead of
seeing it as an additional strength for the future. Whether they
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will say or not , if not their leaders , majority of the countries
people will want to be a part of America, he concluded. It is
evident that RGV thinks the American takeover of Greenland
is inevitable and it’s only the conscious choice of Greenlan
ders to decide which side they will be on when it happens.

Vira Ve KN

It is already known that a horrifying incident hap-
pened in Kerala, where an innocent man committed
suicide after a video shared by a girl in a bus seem-
ingly depicting him in bad light went viral.The trag-
ic incident in Kerala has sparked a fresh debate on
social media accountability and mental health, after
police registered an FIR against a woman in con-
nection with a man’s suicide in Kozhikode district.
According to police sources, the woman had earlier
recorded a video on a public bus, accusing a fellow
passenger, Deepak, of behaving in an inappropriate
manner. The clip was later uploaded on social media
and soon went viral, attracting widespread attention
and public reaction. Family members of Deepak
allege that the online circulation of the video sub-
jected him to severe humiliation and emotional dis-
tress.Days after the video spread across platforms,
Deepak was found dead at his residence. Police
confirmed that he died by suicide. Initially, the case
was registered as an unnatural death. However, fol-
lowing a complaint from the deceased man’s fami-
ly, the Kozhikode Medical College Police Station
registered a fresh case against the woman, citing
charges related to abetment to suicide.The police
have stated that the investigation will examine
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The Indian working community associated with the
IT sector has been living under extreme fear due to
the ongoing layoffs as major companies have start-
ed to fire employees at an aggravated rate.A grow-
Ing concern is emerging in the corporate sector as
professionals around the age of 40 are increasingly
facing job insecurity and layoffs. Despite having
more than a decade of experience, many mid career
employees are finding themselves pushed out as
companies look to cut costs and restructure
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It is already known that the Indian administration has
been taking some pretty strong measures with regard to
taxation policies and they are back on the job now.The
latest developments are suggesting that the income tax
department has started to enforce a new joint taxation
scheme that would change the course of the Indian tax-
ation policy.In this context, the government and the

finance Ministry are reportedly proposing a new |

“Couple Tax” that would enhance the scenario and ben-
efit the married couples in the country.The "Couple
Tax" refers to a proposed joint income tax filing option
for married couples in India's Budget 2026, allowing
combined returns to double exemptions upto ?8 lakh
and reduce tax burdens, especially for single-income
families. It's not a new tax but optional relief.The idea
originates from the Institute of Chartered Accountants
of India (ICAI) in their pre-Budget submission.Joint
taxation merges a married couple's incomes into a sin-
gle tax return, unlike India's current individual filing
system where each spouse is taxed separately on per-
sonal earnings.In joint taxation, a single-earning cou-
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whether the act of recording and publicly sharing
the video directly contributed to the mental pressure
faced by the deceased. Statements from witnesses,
family members and technical evidence related to
the social media post are being collected as part of
the probe. The incident has triggered mixed reac-
tions, with discussions emerging around the respon-
sible use of social media, due process of law and the
serious psychological impact of online public sham-
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teams.Industry observers say that workers in this
age group are often viewed as expensive due to
higher salaries and long term benefits. As a result,
organizations are choosing younger employees who
are willing to work for lower pay. This shift has
made it difficult for experienced professionals to
find new opportunities after losing their
jobs.Several affected employees have shared that
recruiters frequently label them as over qualified
during interviews. While their skills and experience
remain strong, companies hesitate to hire them,
fearing higher expectations and compensation
demands.This has left many professionals strug-
gling financially and emotionally, especially those
with  family responsibilities and ongoing
loans.Experts warn that ignoring experienced talent
could hurt companies in the long run. Senior
employees bring stability, leadership, and problem
solving skills that cannot be easily replaced. They
urge organizations to create balanced teams that
value both experience and young talent. The issue
highlights the urgent need for fair hiring practices
and better job security for mid career professionals

Taxaton I Incia?

ple's income could be split or averaged, potentially
pushing parts into lower tax slabs 0-30%. This reduces
overall tax as opposed to individual filing where all
income falls under the earner's slabs. Deductions like
HRA or insurance might also double, saving 5-15% on
taxes for mid-income families.
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