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Bapatla, January 23:

Bapatla Member of Parliament, Lok
Sabha Panel Speaker and Member of
the Standing Committee on Home
Affairs, Mr. Tennet i Krishna Prasad,
has urged district officials to work with
sincerity and coordination to transform
Bapatla into a poverty-free district.
Chairing the District Development
Coordination and Monitoring
Committee (DISHA) meeting at the
District Collectorate on Friday, the MP
reviewed the progress of Central gov-
ernment-funded welfare schemes and
development programmes and
expressed concern over poor utilisation
of allocated funds by several depart-
ments.

He said Bapatla district is emerging as
a major tourism hub that would gener-
ate large-scale employment.
Development works worth ?97 crore
are underway at Suryalanka Beach,
while a ?1,000 crore master plan has
been prepared for the development of
12 beaches in the district and submitted
to the Eco-Tourism Department for
approval. He also stated that national
highway projects worth 26,000 crore
and railway projects worth 28,000 crore
are under various stages of execution.
The MP informed that the six-lane
Greenfield National Highway from
Narakoduru to Nizampatnam Port has
been sanctioned for the district and that
rail works between Repalle and Tenali
are progressing. He added that propos-
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als for new railway lines connecting
Bapatla, Repalle, Markapuram and
Nizampatnam have received a positive
response from the Centre.

Expressing dissatisfaction over delays
in works under MGNREGS, Panchayat
Raj, DWAMA, Jal Jeevan Mission and
Swachh Bharat Mission, Mr. Krishna
Prasad questioned officials on incom-
plete reports, slow progress and failure
to meet targets. He stressed that with 28
per cent SC and ST population, focused
efforts are required to eradicate poverty
and ensure inclusive development.

He also emphasised the need to reduce
school dropouts, establish computer
labs in schools, promote skill develop-
ment through ITI colleges, and improve
employment opportunities for youth.
He said approval for a Driving Testing
Centre is ready and allocation of land
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Would benefit thousands. He also men-
tioned that a Jawahar Navodaya
Vidyalaya is likely to be sanctioned
soon.

Calling for strict action against illegal
sand mining, the MP reviewed urban
infrastructure projects under AMRUT
2.0, public health, nutrition schemes,
pensions and welfare programmes.
District Collector Dr. Vinod Kumar V
informed the meeting that 1.2 lakh met-
ric tonnes of paddy had been procured
smoothly and that steps are being taken
to establish MSME parks, industries
and improve education and healthcare
services in the district.

The meeting was attended by Joint
Collector Bhavana Visishta, DRO G.
Gangadhar Goud, ZP CEO Chiranjeevi,
Guntur Deputy CEO Kirishna, and sen-
ior district officials.
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Bapatla,
January 23
(Royal
Journalis
m):The State
government
has extended
the deadline
by three more
months for
submitting
applications
to regularise
plots in unau-
thorised and
illegal layouts -
formed on or before June 30 2025, Wlthln the
limits of Bapatla Municipality, according to G.O.
Rt. No. 49.Disclosing this in a press statement
on Friday, Municipal Commissioner Mr. G.
Raghunadha Reddy said that eligible plot pur-
chasers and layout owners should utilise this
opportunity and submit applications under the
Layout Regularisation Scheme (LRS) within the
extended timeframe.He stated that the govern-
ment has extended the deadline till April 23,
2026, with the objective of bringing all unautho-
rised layouts into the planning framework and
ensuring planned urban development. The exten-
sion aims to facilitate regularisation and prevent
unplanned growth in urban areas, he added.The
Commissioner urged the residents of Bapatla
town to make use of this final opportunity and
cautioned that legal action would be initiated
against unauthorised layouts after the deadline,
in accordance with the law.

Mt AvaDal Holkr:

The development of any country depends
on the welfare policies of the Government
and its good governance system. The his-
tory of India is full of stories of such rulers
who did a lot for the development and
upliftment of the country. One such name
is Punyashlok Maharani Ahilyabai
Holkar.Her welfare policies inspire
Governments even today. This year is her
300th birth anniversary and the entire
country is celebrating her legacy. She was
born on May 31, 1725, in Chaundi village
of Ahmednagar (Ahilya Nagar) district.
The Bharatiya Janata Party, under the lead-
ership of its national president Shri Jagat
Prakash Nadda ji, has dedicated a 10-day
campaign from 21 May to 31 May in the
memory of Lokmata Ahilyabai.Inspired by
the multi-faceted personality of Maharani
Ahilyabai Holkar and her life’s deeds, BJP
workers are working to spread the poor
welfare schemes of Honourable Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi and his reso-
lution of “Vishwaas se Virasat” to the peo-
ple. This work is being accomplished
through intellectual dialogues, exhibitions,
competitions among students, cleanliness
of temples and ghats, aartis and proces-
sions. State Governments and local admin-
istrations have also named many schemes
and institutions after Maharani Ahilyabai
Holkar.Western scholars spread propagan-
da about India and said that “Hindu gover-
nance was chaotic.” James Mill wrote that
“India was a morally hollow and selfish
society which was not governable” where-
as in Western countries, terrible atrocities
were being committed in the name of reli-
gion.In India, Ahilyabai Holkar estab-
lished a welfare Dharmarajya. In India,
Dharma is a broad concept which paves

the way for economic and moral

mentoranarma

struction of river ghats, arrange-

progress. Dharma teaches the path
from earning money and develop-
ment of human qualities in person-
al life to salvation.For the rulers, it
teaches policies and plans to
increase economic prosperity and
in personal life, it teaches one’s
relationship with mutual cordial
behaviour, society, nature etc.This
has been conveyed by sage Kanada
in Vaisheshik Sutra: “Yato abhyu-
daya ni:shreyas siddhi: sa dharma”
which translates to “That which
leads to both Abhyudaya (material
well-being) and Ni:shreyas (spiri-
tual well-being), is Dharma.” In

e g

ment of Dharamshalas for the
stay of the travelers, this is a
series of incomparable works
done by her.She also had arole in
the reconstruction of Badrinath,

Kedarnath located in the
Himalayas, Lord Shri
Vishwanath located in Kashi,
Somnath, Dwarika, Puri

Jagannath, Rameswaram. The
number of these works done by
her across the country is over
12,500. Its specialty is that she
got this work done from her own
wealth, not from the treasury.
Starting a Sanskrit school and

India, the rule based on religion is consid-
ered to be the ideal rule, in which everyone
IS happy and healthy. That is, economic
prosperity from the material point of view,
policies that provide a healthy life to all,
mutual love, fear-free environment, an
environment in which everyone can follow
their religious duties, such an environment
became an example of an ideal state. Such
a capable rule was given by Lord Shri
Ram, so Ramrajya became an ideal and
exemplary state for all. Many kings like
Emperor Vikramaditya, Raja Bhoj,
Emperor Harshvardhan tried to follow this
ideal of Ramrajya. Rulers like Maharana
Pratap, Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj sacri-
ficed their lives to protect these values dur-
ing foreign invasions. Ahilyabai was also a
queen who followed these eternal
values.Ahilyabai took over the rule of
Malwa state in 1767 after the death of her
father-in-law. Due to her devotion towards
Narmada, commercial and strategic skills,
she made Maheshwar on the banks of

Narmada her capital. She ruled this state
for 28 years till her death. Schemes for the
development of farmers, providing land to
landless farmers, tribal development, mak-
ing her rule crime-free, employment-ori-
ented economy, women empowerment,
production of Maheshwari sarees for her
and soldier welfare were the specialties of
her rule. She also created a women army
by forming a military contingent of 500
women. Maheshwar sarees even today
reflect her women-centric industrial poli-
cy. Due to her affection towards the peo-
ple, the public gave her the title of
Lokmata.Along with the economic devel-
opment of her state, she also played an
important role in the cultural upliftment of
India. Even after being the queen of
Malwa state, she did the work of cultural
upliftment through Aasetu Himachal,
which reveals her pan-India vision.
Construction of innumerable temples
including all the Dhams, all the
Jyotirlingas, all the Shakti Peethas, con-

honoring scholars reveals her deep interest
in education.Shivakamini Ahilyabai con-
sidered her rule as the rule of Shiva. For
this reason, his name was not inscribed on
his Government seal but “Shri Shankar:
Aagye Varunah” was inscribed. She used
to run her rule with full sacrifice consider-
ing service to the people as service to God.
While describing a good king, Vidur Niti
says: “Chakshusha Manasa Vacha
Karmana Cha Chaturvidham.
Prasadhayati yo lokam tam loko nu
prasidati” Il

It means “the king who pleases his sub-
jects with his eyes, mind, speech and
deeds, his subjects are pleased with him.
Due to these qualities, Maharani Ahilyabai
Holkar was honoured with the title of
Punyashlok”.On the 300th birth anniver-
sary of Maharani Ahilyabal, let us commit
ourselves to the welfare of the world by
becoming the centre of good governance
and cultural renaissance. This will be a
true tribute to Lokmata Ahilyabai.
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We live in a contradictory world where on
the one hand some people show a lot of
interest in building a value-based society
and they talk of strengthening the value
system as all of them realise that the pres-
ent malaise is due to deterioration in the
moral standards of society. So, there is a
section of people who talk of moral devel-
opment or what is called human resource
development. On the other hand, some
people talk of scientific and technological
development, economic development or
rural development. The paradigm that these
people have is more or less often in serious
contradiction to the norms of moral devel-
opment. Not only that, scientific and tech-
nological development or economic and
industrial development is often in conflict
with other parameters of development. For
example, industrial development aims at
producing and marketing more and more
cars, scooters, jeeps, trucks, etc and such
other things without caring as to what
effect it will have on the environment, the
health of the people and their habits and
lifestyles, etc.They don’t realise that a
large addition of motor vehicles every year

Crack the wn

The time has come for the Modi
Government to decisively untangle the
sector from entrenched political interfer-
ence, empower regulators, and open the
door to private competition. Without bold,
top-level reforms, India’s power ambitions
may remain stuck in the dark The
Government think-tank NITI Aayog has
initiated a study on the working of the
Central Electricity Regulatory
Commission (CERC) and State Electricity
Regulatory Commissions (SERCs) with
particular emphasis on critical aspects
such as ‘autonomy’, ‘role clarity’, ‘capaci-
ty’ and ‘accountability’. The intent is to
undertake systemic changes in their
approach and functioning to address the
impending challenges of (i) maintaining
the viability of power systems; (ii) attract-
ing private investment and (iii) protecting
public interest. The CERC is the central
commission for purposes of the Electricity
Act, of 2003. Its role is to regulate tariff of
power generating companies (gencos)
owned and controlled by the centre; regu-
late and determine tariff for the inter-State
transmission of electricity and issue
licences to entities to function as transmis-
sion licensee and electricity trader with
respect to their inter-State operations and
act as repository of information/data.lt is
also responsible for promoting competi-
tion, efficiency and economy in activities
of the sector besides supporting invest-
ments.The SERCs job is to regulate and
determine tariff on sale of electricity by
power distribution companies (discoms) to
consumers; give licensees for the purchase
and procurement of electricity by the dis-
coms; help signing of power purchase
agreements (PPAs) by them with gencos
and allocation of power from different
sources. They also facilitate transmission
of electricity between different states.
India’s peak power demand will surge
from 243 GW (giga watt) currently to 370
GW by 2030. NITI Aayog argues, rightly
so, this will require massive expansion and
strengthening of the electricity generation,
transmission and distribution infrastruc-
ture in the country. This in turn, will neces-
sitate strengthening and capacity augmen-
tation of both the CERC and the SERCs to
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would also add to the smoke that is haz-
ardous for the people and it would badly
affect the health of the people. So, this
kind of development is, in fact, inimical to
the interest of the people. We should hence
think of another model of development in
which people may be able to travel at a
speed and with convenience but the envi-
ronment also is not spoiled. Similarly,
those people who are concerned with
social welfare, open more charitable hos-
pitals and add more beds without caring as
to why more and more diseases are spread-
ing and the number of patients visiting
hospitals is increasing. Instead of address-
ing the root causes of illness such as poor
nutrition, pollution, mental stress, and
unhealthy lifestyles — we are merely
expanding treatment facilities. If preven-
tive healthcare and awareness campaigns
were given as much priority as medical
infrastructure, we could significantly
reduce the burden on hospitals.But unfor-
tunately, modern society often treats the
symptoms rather than curing the disease at
its source. Again, the cities are now
expanding and the villages are being trans-
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meet the impending challenges.The dis-
coms stand at the core of the power supply
and distribution network in the country.
Mostly owned and controlled by State
Governments, they buy an overwhelming

share of power generated by public sector

undertakings (PSUs) such as the National

Thermal Power Corporation (NTPC), etc., [

and independent power producers (IPPs),

besides generating stations of State | &

Electricity Boards (SEBs) under PPAs —

mostly long-term contracts up to 25 years | !
— and supply it to the consumers. Yet, §

invariably, the financial health of the
majority of the discoms has been a matter
of serious concern.According to a report
by the Lok Sabha’s Standing Committee,
the accumulated losses of discoms
increased from "545,000 Crores in finan-
cial year (FY) 2020-21 to '584,000 Crores
in 2021-22, "647,000 Crores in 2022-23 to
692,000 Crores in 2023-24. If they remain
in dire straits, apart from not being able to
deliver on their corefunction of ‘maintain-
ing a supply of electricity to the con-
sumers’, there is a real risk to all other
stakeholders in the supply chain viz. the
gencos, transmission companies, fuel sup-
pliers and so on getting afflicted as they
won’t get paid for their dues.The system
won’t be able to support even the current
power demand, forgetting to meet the
increased requirement by 2030.The
answer is a categorical ‘no’ as these regu-
lators simply don’t have the ‘power’ and
‘autonomy’ to deal with crucial issues such
as tariff setting, grant of licenses, signing
PPAs, sourcing power etc. Let us look at
the tariff setting.Under instruction from
the top political brass in the State estab-
lishment, discoms sell a major slice of
electricity to some preferred consumers,
viz., poor households (PHHSs) and farmers,
either at a fraction of the cost of purchase
and distribution, or even free. Although the
States promise to compensate discoms for
the shortfall, this rarely happens. So, on
the units supplied to these target groups,
they incur huge under-recovery. This is
aggravated by aggregate technical and
commercial (AT&C) losses — most of it is
plain theft.In a bid to offset the above
under-recoveries, discoms charge high tar-
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formed into cities. As a result, the agricul-
tural fields are being converted into resi-
dential, commercial or industrial build-
ings. This also is called development. But
people do not realise that this raises many
problems. Those who migrate to megaci-
ties or metropolia or satellite cities from
small towns for jobs, travel daily over long
distances by rail or road to earn their liveli-
hood.Most of them leave their houses
early in the morning and reach there late in
the evening. Not only does this cause
many problems at home and in the family
but also the Government has to arrange for
extra trains and buses, etc as a result of
which a lot of energy, time and money of
the people are lost in daily travelling and
the Government also has to spend a lot on
providing the required means of transport.
Also, all this causes grave noise pollution
and tensions. If, instead of this, there were
self-sufficient cities/villages of moderate
size, that would have been better but
nowadays people feel proud of high-rise
buildings and great cities, for these are
considered as signs of development.Not
many realise the fact that the majority of

iffs on suppl
besides non-poor HHs (NPHHSs). The for-
mer are the sole suppliers of electricity;
hence, the latter have no option but to pay.
Despite this cross-subsidisation, overall
discoms continue to incur huge losses.The
Electricity Act (2003) and the Guidelines
issued by the Ministry of Power (MoP)
require the discoms to fix the electricity
tariff supplied to consumers in a manner
such that the average revenue realised
(ARR) from its sale is equal to the average
cost of purchase, transmission and distri-
bution of electricity (ACS).But, the
SERCs don’t enforce it. The poor house-
holds and farmers are ‘holy cows’; the reg-
ulator can’t dare touch them. And, indus-
tries and businesses and NPHHs can’t be
burdened beyond a point. So, the losses of
discoms continue unabated and that too on
a rising trajectory. A potent reason as to
why it has been business as usual, the
stakeholders (CERC/SERCs included)
know that someday, the Government will
come up with a scheme to condone the
debt they pile up to fund their accumulated
losses. Since the beginning of 2000, the
Centre has come up with four financial
restructuring packages (FRPs) namely in
2002, 2012, 2015 and 2021 to help dis-
coms. FRP is a fancy nomenclature for
condoning the debt.The other issue is the
grant of licenses which links up with the
dire need to bring private entities, promote
competition and give choices to consumers
for accessing power at low prices. This can
happen if the law is amended to provide
for de-licensing of the electricity distribu-
tion. The Centre made necessary provi-
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our problems come from the high growth
rate of the population as well. Because as
the population goes on increasing enor-
mously, more and more vehicles for trans-
port, houses for residential accommoda-
tion, hospitals for treatment, etc. are
required. This nullifies all development.
People think that a country that has many
hospitals, doctors, courts, judges, etc. is a
developed country. But, they hardly realise
that a developed country in real terms, is
one where people commit very little or no
crime and where a very large number of
people are healthy.So, there is a need for a
proper paradigm in which the constituting
elements are not in conflict with one
another. Presently, society is based on a
paradigm that reeks of inner contradiction.
Hence, humankind now needs a model that
is simple, inspiring, uplifting, natural, and
without any inner conflicts or contradic-
tions. It is the model of a value-based soci-
ety in which all kinds of development are
at their peak and are in harmony with the
development of other aspects.

Scoms and eneraise reform

sions in the draft Electricity
(Amendment) Bill 2021 which
also provided for giving subsi-
dies directly to target con-
sumers. The intent behind
‘direct subsidy’ was to unshack-
le discoms from State controls
and thus, prevent losses result-

12022 (introduced in Lok Sabha
N EBERatl on August 8, 2022, it is current-
g with a Standing Committee),
even as the Government dropped the idea
of giving state subsidy directly to the tar-
get consumers, it also diluted substantially
the provision on de-licensing of distribu-
tion business to take away its soul namely
inject competition, and give the consumer
power to choose suppliers (or *“open
access”).Under it, the Centre will prescribe
the criteria for deciding who will get the
license to supply in a given area. The
licensees will have to share the power and
associated costs as per the existing PPASs of
the existing discom. To meet any addition-
al requirements, a licensee may enter into
additional PPAs but only after meeting the
obligations of existing PPAs. Put simply, a
private player will merely be roped in to
complement the existing discom instead of
giving an alternative.Even in matters of
signing PPAs, sourcing power, deciding on
tariffs for transmission etc, the discoms
face interference from the Government
which loads them with high cost of power
purchase. Juxtaposed with low ARR from
the sale of electricity (courtesy, supply at
fraction of the cost or even free and theft)
puts discoms in a perpetual loss-making
situation. The political class at whose
behest all this happens doesn’t also let pri-
vate players come in.To enable power sec-
tor deliver, the Government will need to
unshackle discoms from all forms of con-
trols and make way for private entities in
electricity distribution business. This will
require major decisions by Team Modi.
Post these reforms, the regulators too will
be able to do their assigned jobs ‘efficient-
ly’ and “effectively’.
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