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     

 



       









 
    

 
    

    
   
   



     
   
    


     
    


   

     
   
   
  
   
    

     
   

     
    




  

   
 
  
  
   
  
 
  
  

  
  

         

         
        



 
 
 
 

     
       


      
     
   





        
      
       
     
      






       

     

 
  


     
       

       

       


      


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

       
 


     
     
    
    
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          
         

 

         
 

       
         
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  

    
   
 
    
   
   
   
   
   



    



    
     

      
     
    
     
     
     

      


    
    

      
      

      
       
 
      


       
   
    
   
   


   
  
   

   
     

 
     
    






    
   


   
   
   
  

      

    
    

     
     


   

   

 
   
  
   
   


     
 
    
      
    
   
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
   

    
   



     
    
     

    
     

     
     


    
   
     

       
    



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      
   
     
    


     


   


     
   
     
   

 
  
    
      

    

      

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


          
        

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

      
       

       

          


        
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







      
    
    

       



     

    
   

    
 

 
      

     
     


      
    
    

      
    
   

 
    
     

      
     

   
    
    
    
    
     
     
    
     
     
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

     
     
    

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




         

      

        
      
         


 

 

       
        


      
     



 
         
        

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        
       
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
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       
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      

        





         
       
      
    
        
       
      
 
       





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A Quiet Revolution in Indian Politics
The Modi Government’s announcement
of the 2027 Census date has set the
stage for a transformative political shift:
The implementation of the long-await-
ed 33 per cent reservation for women in
2029 electionsThe Modi Government’s
recent announcement of the Census
date as March 2027, before the imple-
mentation of a 33 per cent quota for
women in Parliament and State legisla-
tures in 2029 polls, has been welcomed
by women. This is not just a step but a
monumental leap for women’s empow-
erment and gender justice — a cause
that women have long championed.The
introduction of a women’s quota in leg-
islatures, preceded by a Census and
delimitation, is a significant milestone
that must come sooner than later. This
process is closely tied to the concepts of
delimitation and the Census.
Delimitation will follow the Census,
followed by the implementation of the
one-third quota for women.Why is this
topic coming up now, considering that
the 2029 elections are still some time
away? It seems that the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) aims to keep this
issue in the spotlight to attract women
voters in the interim.All political parties
are making efforts to court women vot-
ers in the upcoming elections, whether
for the Lok Sabha or state assemblies.
State assembly elections, such as those
in Bihar, are scheduled for later this
year, with more set to occur next year.
The Congress party and other
Opposition parties have been criticising
the Modi government for the delay in
conducting the national Census.Two

key issues need to be addressed before
the Government can implement the
women’s quota: Census and delimita-
tion. Both are sensitive issues. Once the
data from the Census is available,
Parliament will need to pass a
Delimitation Act to establish a commis-
sion for overseeing the redrawing of
constituency boundaries. Women’s
empowerment is a long-standing effort
to provide one-third reservation for
women. This goal has been on the agen-
da of previous Governments. However,
the Modi Government successfully
passed the law in 2023, with implemen-
tation scheduled for 2029. Historically,
despite facing Opposition from parties
such as the Samajwadi Party and the
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD), the bill was
passed in both houses of Parliament in
2023.Many male representatives
expressed concerns about possibly los-
ing their seats due to the redistribution,
which favoured women. Nevertheless,
the Government pushed the bill
through, and members adhered to the
party whip. The nationwide Census,

scheduled for March 2027, will
include caste enumeration for
the first time, and the results
will significantly influence the
delimitation process.
Delimitation is not just a techni-
cality but a crucial process as it
redraws the boundaries of par-
liamentary and assembly con-
stituencies, particularly when
the population has increased
more than five times since
Independence. The anticipation
and uncertainty surrounding

this process are palpable.Most politi-
cians are closely monitoring how these
constituencies will be redrawn.
Delimitation can create more con-
stituencies based on the latest Census
data. Media reports say that it could
increase the number of Lok Sabha seats
from 543 to 888 and the number of
Rajya Sabha seats from 250 to 384,
according to a Government response to
the Supreme Court. This increase could
lead to a more representative and
diverse Parliament. Envisaging this, the
new Parliament building has adequate
seating capacity to accommodate the
increased number of members. While
central states such as Bihar, Madhya
Pradesh, and Rajasthan could gain
approximately 31 seats, southern states
like Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, and
Kerala might lose around 26
seats.Currently, the Lok Sabha’s repre-
sentation is based on population figures
from the 1971 Census. The delimitation
of seats was frozen in 1976 and again in
2001 to promote family planning, and

this freeze will remain in effect until
after the first Census post-
2026.Southern states are concerned that
reliance solely on population figures
may not accurately reflect their repre-
sentation, as they have successfully
controlled population growth. They
worry about getting fewer seats com-
pared to northern states. Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister MK Stalin stated on X,
“The Indian Constitution mandates
delimitation after the first Census post-
2026. The BJP’s delay of the Census to
2027 reveals their intention to reduce
Tamil Nadu’s parliamentary representa-
tion. We need clear answers from the
Union Government.” Home Minister
Amit Shah has assured that southern
states will not lose any seats on a pro-
rata basis. These changes could not only
alter the numbers but also shake the
existing power base. Political dynasties,
particularly in some northern states,
which are deeply rooted, could lose
their traditional seats of power. Political
parties may need to reassess their strate-
gies.The women’s quota may quietly
usher in one of the most significant
political realignments in decades —
challenging not only regional balance
but also entrenched power hierarchies.
Ultimately, the women’s quota could
become a game changer if it parallels
the earlier initiative that empowered
women’s sarpanches through a bill in
1992. That effort was so successful that
today, there are 1.45 million women
sarpanches. The success of the present
initiative largely depends on women’s
commitment to entering politics.

Hydro-Politics in Boil: India Wields Water as Weapon After Pahalgam Massacre
When Ismail Serageldin, then Vice President
of the World Bank, warned in 1995 that “the
wars of the next century will be fought over
water,” few took him seriously. Today, that
foresight reverberates across the fault lines of
Asia’s geopolitical map.As glaciers shrink,
river flows diminish, and populations swell,
water is no longer a shared life source — it
has become a potent geopolitical lever.Former
UN Secretary — General Boutros Boutros —
Ghali too had warned that water, especially in
arid, densely populated regions, could spark
future conflicts.This warning is materialising
in South Asia, where India, Pakistan, and
China — three nuclear powers — are tangled
in an uneasy hydrological balance. What was
once theoretical is now dangerously
real.China’s infrastructural build-up along the
Brahmaputra, India’s tougher stance on the
Indus Waters Treaty (IWT) — especially after
the Pahalgam carnage — and Pakistan’s wors-
ening drought fears are all interwoven in a
complex new theatre of hydro-politics. As
diplomacy erodes and climate extremes esca-
late, Asia’s river systems may well become
tomorrow’s battlegrounds.
The Pahalgam Massacre
The gruesome terror attack in Baisaran mead-
ows near Pahalgam on April 22, 2025 —
where 26 Indian tourists and one Nepali
national were gunned down by Islamist
extremists — has deeply unsettled India and
shaken the very foundations of South Asia’s
oldest water-sharing pact: the Indus Waters
Treaty of 1960.India’s subsequent decision to
suspend its operational commitments under
the IWT marks a sharp departure from its
long-held water diplomacy ethos — where
rivers once symbolised cooperation, they now

represent coercion.Though framed as a tem-
porary measure, India’s move is already yield-
ing disruptive consequences across Pakistan’s
farming belt, dependent as it is on the Indus
system.By halting hydrological data sharing
and beginning regulatory moves to prioritise
its water rights, India has pushed Pakistan
toward an impending agricultural disaster and
a humanitarian dilemma.
Pakistan’s Fields Are Run Dry
India’s withdrawal from routine data sharing
and its upstream recalibrations have left
Pakistan’s breadbasket provinces — Punjab
and Sindh — grappling with acute water
stress just as their Kharif sowing period
begins.
Agrarian Distress
According to Pakistan’s Ministry of National
Food Security, the Kharif cycle (April-July)
contributes roughly 65 per cent of total crop
yield annually, and over 85 per cent of it is
irrigation — dependent via Indus canals. In
Punjab, which supplies over 70 per cent of
Pakistan’s wheat and half of its sugarcane,
planting of water-intensive crops like rice and
cotton is already lagging by nearly a month.
In Sindh, where cotton, sugarcane, and paddy
dominate, the Indus River System Authority
(IRSA) estimates a 30 per cent drop in canal
water flow. Remote sensing and NDVI
(Normalised Difference Vegetation Index)
analysis from early May show a 14 per cent
drop in vegetation density versus last year’s
average.Farmers from regions such as Okara,
Multan, Bahawalpur, Jacobabad, and Larkana
are holding street protests, citing failing
crops, shrivelling seedlings, and vanishing
groundwater tables as tube wells run dry with-
out river seepage.

India’s TacticsNew Delhi hasn’t completely
choked the river flows — an act that would
violate the IWT and risk global condemna-
tion. Instead, it is exercising its treaty — sanc-
tioned rights with strategic precision.
Long-term Blueprint 
The Ministry of Jal Shakti and the Central

Water Commission are pursuing a multi-
pronged plan: construction of seven mini
hydropower projects (adding up to 1,800
MW) on the Chenab and Jhelum; expansion
of irrigation in Jammu & Kashmir and
Punjab; real-time satellite surveillance to
ensure no surplus flow enters Pakistan during
low-flow months. A senior official confided,
“Water is now a pillar of our national security
calculus.”Steps already taken | India has
stopped sharing real-time river data and flood
alerts — a move that has left Pakistan’s
National Disaster Management Authority
(NDMA) operating in the dark during mon-
soon months.Historically, India’s telemetry
inputs were responsible for nearly 90 per cent
of Pakistan’s flood warnings.
Reservoir action
The pace of filling reservoirs like Tulbul
(Jhelum), Baglihar, and Ratle (Chenab) has
been accelerated, causing delays of 15-20
days in downstream flow.Diverting flow |
Projects like Shahpur-Kandi on the Ravi and
the Ujh multipurpose project have seen
renewed momentum. These aim to store water
previously flowing into Pakistan, allowing
India to finally utilise its entitled 3.6 million
acre-feet (MAF) that often went untapped.
A New Water Doctrine Emerges
India’s recalibration signals a break from its
earlier posture of moral restraint. The new
policy is predicated on conditional reciproci-

ty: that continued cross-border terrorism will
be met with escalating economic and ecologi-
cal costs.This is not without precedent. After
the 2016 Uri attack, India considered revisit-
ing the treaty. Following the 2019 Pulwama
bombing, it initiated a water diversion on the
Ravi. But the post-Pahalgam suspension of
the IWT represents the most decisive stance
yet — clearly articulating that terrorism and
treaty sanctity cannot run on parallel tracks.
Collaboration to Confrontation
The Indus Waters Treaty, brokered in 1960
with World Bank mediation, allocated 80 per
cent of the total river waters (Indus, Chenab,
Jhelum) to Pakistan and the remaining 20 per
cent (Ravi, Beas, Sutlej) to India.India
retained restricted, non-consumptive rights
over the Western Rivers, mainly for
hydropower, irrigation, and navigation.
Traditionally, New Delhi chose under-utilisa-
tion to avoid regional escalation.But patience
has worn thin. Years of terror attacks traced to
Pakistan-based outfits have forced a
rethink.The freeze in water cooperation —
especially real-time data sharing and advance
flood warnings — is not just administrative
friction; it marks a structural shift. India’s
approach has turned kinetic: the battle is no
longer verbal, but hydraulic.
Water Wars on the Horizon?
Through a calculated manipulation of the
Indus flow, India has touched Pakistan’s most
vulnerable nerve — its water-reliant agrarian
economy, already fragile under political and
economic stress. This pressure tactic high-
lights not only Pakistan’s food and water inse-
curity but also the unsustainable costs of
sponsoring cross-border terrorism.If
Islamabad does not reassess its approach to
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Taiwan: Advancing health equity
Taiwan, with its world-leading National
Health Insurance system and pioneering
digital health innovations, stands as a
model for equitable, accessible health-
care. Yet, it remains excluded from the
WHO due to political barrierHealth is a
fundamental human right and a univer-
sal value. Improved health results in
greater well-being for the people and
has ramifications for the survival and
development of a country and even the
world.At the 77th World Health
Assembly, members adopted the World
Health Organisation's (WHO)
Fourteenth General Programme of
Work for 2025–2028. The programme
includes such strategic objectives as
improving health service coverage and
bolstering financial protections to
ensure universal health coverage.WHO
has called on all countries to take action
on these issues. As concerns universal
health coverage, Taiwan launched the
National Health Insurance (NHI) sys-
tem in 1995. The scheme, which
brought together already existing occu-
pational insurance schemes, has
reached its 30th year and now covers
99.9 per cent of the population.The NHI
system provides equitable, accessible,
and efficient healthcare to all people in
Taiwan. It is also an important pillar
and guarantor of Taiwan's social stabil-
ity as well as people's health and safety.
It has, moreover, become a global
benchmark for achieving universal
health coverage. In an annual survey
carried out by Numbeo, Taiwan has
been ranked first in the Health Care
Index category for seven consecutive
years.The NHI operates on a pay-as-
you-go, self-sustaining model capable
of addressing the financial challenges
posed by an ageing population and ris-
ing healthcare costs. By reforming pre-
mium rates and adding additional fund-
ing sources, such as the tobacco health

and welfare surcharge, the system is on
a sound, sustainable footing.To promote
the health of our people, President Lai
Ching-te articulated a vision of a
healthy Taiwan in 2024. This aims to
ensure that people are healthy, the
nation is strong, and the world is ready
to embrace Taiwan. Remaining focused
on people, families, and communities,
we are expanding health promotion
operations and preventive healthcare.
Moreover, we are implementing a fam-
ily physician plan, offering comprehen-
sive care to patients with chronic dis-
eases, and utilising telemedicine to
improve healthcare accessibility in rural
areas. By promoting integrated long-
term care, palliative care, and ageing in
place, we ensure holistic, lifelong, and
dignified care for all people, realising
health equity. In 2021, WHO released
the Global Strategy on Digital Health
for 2020–2025.Under this plan, the
global health body is seeking the devel-
opment and adoption of person-centric
digital health solutions to prevent,
detect, and respond to infectious dis-
eases. It also oversees the development
of infrastructure and applications to use
health data to promote health and well-
being. Taiwan continues to utilise its
prowess in information and communi-

cations technology to
build effective, high-ROI
health systems and serv-
ices.The NHI cloud
facilitates the more effi-
cient exchange of med-
ical records, while the
adoption of international
standards such as Fast
Healthcare Intero per-
ability Resources
enhances international
medical data sharing.
Additionally, the incor-
poration of AI-assisted
technologies is advanc-

ing the development of smart health-
care.The introduction of a virtual health
insurance card and the My Health Bank
app, which enables real-time manage-
ment of personal health data, empowers
people to make health-enabling choic-
es. In 2008, Taiwan introduced the
Health Technology Assessment to facil-
itate evidence — based policymaking.
It also accelerated the inclusion of new
treatments under the NHI system. For
example, in 2023, gene and cell thera-
pies were covered for the first time,
marking a new era for precision medi-
cine and offering patients enhanced
treatment options. Taiwan also contin-
ues to leverage innovative technologies
to improve the working environment
for the medical workforce and to bolster
the overall quality of medical
service.What’s more, despite facing
political challenges, Taiwan has contin-
uously participated in international
health affairs and has been dedicated to
supporting the global health system.
During the COVID-19 pandemic,
Taiwan played a crucial role in sharing
supplies, strategies, and experiences,
and proved to be a reliable partner of
countries worldwide. Separately,
Taiwan's success story in implementing

universal health coverage offers valu-
able lessons for countries worldwide.
As we continue to share our experi-
ences in universal coverage, financial
management, and digital health, we
hope to facilitate other nations in reach-
ing WHO's goal of universal health
coverage.In this rapidly changing era,
health challenges transcend borders,
and global cooperation has become
essential to addressing various health
crises. However, Taiwan has been pre-
vented from participating in WHO —
the foremost global health cooperation
body — due to China's continued dis-
tortion of United Nations General
Assembly Resolution 2758 and World
Health Assembly Resolution 25.1.
Neither of these resolutions mentions
Taiwan or declares that Taiwan is part
of the People's Republic of
China.Therefore, these resolutions have
no power to confer upon the PRC any
right to represent Taiwan in WHO. In
light of this, and to uphold the core UN
values of inclusiveness and universality,
we urge WHO and all relevant parties to
recognise Taiwan's considerable contri-
butions to global public health and the
human right to health.WHO must adopt
a more open-minded approach and
demonstrate flexibility, adhering to the
principles of professionalism and inclu-
sivity. Taiwan should be included, as a
matter of pragmatism, in the World
Health Assembly and all WHO meet-
ings, activities, and mechanisms, partic-
ularly those concerned with the WHO
pandemic agreement.Taiwan earnestly
hopes to work with the international
community to create a future of border-
less healthcare that realises the funda-
mental human right to health stipulated
in the WHO Constitution and the vision
of leaving no one behind espoused in
the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals.

The Unseen hands that build our world
On May 1, Workers’ Day, we do more than
mark a date — we remember a revolution
born from blisters, built on dignity, and
carried forward by the unbreakable spirit
of those whose work shapes our lives, yet
whose names we rarely know  She wakes
not to an alarm but to the first strike of a
hammer. There is no day, no night — just
an endless chain of work that begins
before sunrise and continues after dark.
The hands that bear blisters are the ones
that strengthen the nation’s foundation.
The sweat that falls to the ground raises
towering buildings. Yet, these hands have
been given more space on floors than in
the pages of history.They haven’t been
counted — they’ve been brought down,
bent low. But May 1 is the day when the
worker straightened their back and told the
world: No more.This day is not just a date
on the calendar but a symbol of the con-
sciousness that unites voices crushed for
centuries. It is the echo of the strength hid-
den in the sweat of labourers — a strength
that can redirect rivers, split mountains,
and, most importantly, transform society’s
mindset.A worker is not just a person but
an idea. An idea that says labour is the
foundation of creation. No uniform, no

title, no rank — yet these are the most real
people in the world. They may not have
degrees to show, but every perfectly
aligned brick is proof of their skill.They
are the ones who build cities but often get
lost on their edges. They are denied entry
to malls, yet they are the ones who build
them. Labour is not just working; it is an
unwritten poem, composed in lines of blis-
ters, sweat, and unseen exhaustion.It is a
battle — a battle for existence, dignity, and
identity that is repeatedly crushed by being
called ‘unskilled’. But the truth is, the
most vital skills belong to those without
whom the world would become a stalled
machine.Imagine for a moment: if workers
stopped working for a day, what would
happen? Cities would halt, streets would
empty, and the framework of our so —
called modernity would crumble. Yet, how
often do we salute their labour?Today’s era
is one of technology and innovation. We
talk of Digital India, start-ups, and artifi-
cial intelligence, but do we forget that the
engine of all this still runs on human
effort? The delivery boy pedalling through
scorching afternoons to bring your pack-
age — do we see the exhaustion hidden in
his smile?The welder whose eyes, sparked

by more than just metal, forge the future
— do we honour their art? Labour is no
longer confined to factories; it is the story
of every person who lives not for a ‘job’
but for a passion, even if that passion is to
feed their family. It is the story of the rick-
shaw puller who carries the weight of his
family with the strength of his legs.It is the
story of the domestic worker who weaves
dreams for her children, even if shenever
attended school. These people are the
backbone of our society, yet how often do
we dismiss them as mere ‘workers’?The
workers’ fight is not just for wages or
working hours but for the respect their
labour deserves. They often fight alone —
sometimes with their voices, sometimes
with tears, and sometimes in silence.But
when they stand together, they change his-
tory. That day in 1886, when workers in
Chicago demanded an eight-hour work-
day, was not just an event — it was a spark
that ignited labour movements world-
wide.Even today, when workers take to the
streets, their voice represents not just
themselves but every person who stands
against injustice. No law, no Government,
and no policy is greater than their collec-
tive consciousness. Workers’ Day is not

just a red mark on the calendar — it is a
warning to systems that believe labourers
only follow orders. They also ask ques-
tions, and when they do, the world must
answer.We need a society where labour is
seen not as a class but as a value. Where
honest work is not looked down upon.
Where a child who says, “I want to be a
worker like my father,” is met with
respect, not pity. This will only be possible
when we view labour not just as a means
of survival but as an art — a matter of
pride.We must understand that workers
don’t just work — they shape dreams.
They don’t just build structures — they lay
the foundation of society. May 1 will truly
be a festival when, instead of spending the
holiday in malls, we take a step for work-
ers’ rights. When we listen to their stories
and give their voices a platform.This day
also reminds us that workers are not just a
tale of the past but the architects of the
future. As we speak of the environment,
sustainable development, and social jus-
tice, workers are at the heart of that
change. Those who grow crops in fields,
operate machines in factories, or clean our
streets — they are the axis keeping our
planet and society alive.
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




















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