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Royal Journallsm (Bapatla) January 28:
As part of efforts to strengthen the tourism
sector, the State government has intro-

A call fo

With quality in higher education intrinsi-
cally tied to a strong foundation laid at the
primary level, the real transformation lies
in empowering and inspiring teachers and
fostering ethical academic environments
The successful implementation of the New
Education Policy NEP — 2020 depends on
its total acceptance at every level. Most
important among them are the State gov-
ernments and then those implementing it at
the grassroots. The level of excellence and
quality in higher education organically
depends on the quality and excellence
achieved at the primary school level and
sustained up to the senior secondary level.
This is the simplest equation, obvious to
all those working in the arena. In educa-
tion, one could safely attribute the attain-
ment of excellence and innovations to the
teachers, and what happens between them
and the learner, at the professional level
and also at personal, emotional and empa-
thetic levels. It is the total commitment of
the individual teacher, right from the pri-
mary school to the highest levels, that
alone would make a positive difference in
an objective and purposeful implementa-
tion of the policy.It would be worthwhile
to recall an example of a nation that over-
came its destruction and humiliation
through serious attention to education,
beginning with school education. After
WWII, devastated, destroyed and humili-
ated, Japan began its reconstruction by pri-
oritising education in its primary schools
and respecting and supporting their teach-
ers. Maximum learning, brain develop-
ment, and the essence of growing up take
place there. If a child observes all along a
dedicated and committed work culture,
observes how much value is accorded to
the maximum utilisation of time, and finds
his teachers always full of inspired confi-
dence, proud of being the creators of the
future of the nation, could he ever forget
any one of these attributes when he takes
over the reins of some assignment as his
time approaches? In contrast to this, a
reluctant, unconcerned, lethargic approach
to the change in an educational institution

duced caravan tourism services from
Suryalanka to Hyderabad, said District
Collector Dr. V. Vinod Kumar.The
Collector reviewed tourism development
initiatives with officials under the
Swadesh Darshan scheme during a meet-
ing held on Wednesday. He said the gov-
ernment has introduced specially designed
caravans—home-like vehicles equipped
with all travel amenities—to offer tourists
a unique travel experience.He noted that
caravans have been introduced at four
locations across the State for the first time,
and it is a matter of pride that one caravan
has been allotted to the Suryalanka tourist
destination in Bapatla district. The caravan
will operate between Suryalanka and
Hyderabad, covering various tourist desti-
nations en route.The Collector said the ini-
tiative aims to provide high-quality servic-
es to tourists while promoting tourism
growth. The Andhra Pradesh Tourism

could indeed be injurious to all con-
cerned.Unfortunately, we in India suffer
from such an approach on a pretty wide
scale. This is supported by several other
factors. Some of the State governments are
opposing the NEP-2020; they have
declared their intention to have their own
policy of education. Technically, they may
do so, but will it serve the larger cause of
the nation, its progress and development?
Will it help the young, sensitive learners
with loads of dreams before them? The
NEP-2020 is an outcome of an unprece-
dented consultation in which everyone had
a chance to participate.The need to move
ahead as a single, integrated and cohesive
national unit is the only alternative in the
fast-changing world of education, which is
moving much beyond the mere knowledge
society or even a wisdom society! It is not
easy even to predict what would be the
shape of the academic scenario in the next
ten years! On one side, the ICTis pouring
In new potentialities that could transform
the learning opportunities and alternatives,
and greatly impact the nature of the age-
old teacher — taught relationship! On the
other, new concerns are developing
because of human migrations, and conse-
quent demographic, cultural and social
changes. It would necessarily impact edu-
cation, culture, and mother-tongue related
sensitivities, apart from those of religions
and faiths. The single-modal situations are
getting converted into multi-modal in sev-
eral nations, and that requires a fresh strat-
egy for handling it. These are not easy
propositions, as is made evident from
reports emerging from several countries
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Development Corporation (APTDC) has
made these services accessible to the pub-
lic. Tourists can book the caravan through
the APTDC portal, he added.Explaining
the facilities, the Collector said the cara-
van offers a homely environment with
modern amenities. Tourists can halt at
hotels of their choice for meals during the
journey. For safety reasons, parking
arrangements will be made at tourism
department hotels, government office
premises or near police stations. After vis-
iting tourist spots during the day, travellers
can relax and stay overnight in the cara-
van.The vehicle is equipped with convert-
ible seating-cum-beds, television, refriger-
ator, washroom and other modern facili-
ties, enabling tourists to travel and stay

comfortably. The cost for a two-day jour- §
ney is 785,000 for up to 12 passengers, he |

said, and instructed officials to create
wider awareness about the service.The

that had earlier experience only of a single
language, monolithic culture and one reli-
gion! India is lucky in this respect, but it is
creating issues that could seriously impede
even the much-needed implementation of
a dynamic education policy. It is beautiful-
ly expressed by Robert Carneiro: “Indeed,
we are witnessing the emergence of a new
breed of culture: that developed by Homo
connectus or colleagatus — a culture of
online networking made possible by the
immediacy of modern information and
communication technologies. It is impor-
tant to note that the initial stages of con-
nectivity are directly linked to the needs of
Homo economicus, increasing his mastery
of the world.”Let it also be realised that
new knowledge being discovered and cre-
ated is mostly for development, growth
and progress. Mostly, it focuses on bring-
ing the best out of the mind only, com-
pletely ignoring the “‘Heart’, out of the syn-
ergy of the trio that Gandhi had proposed
much earlier: bring the best out of ‘Head,
Hand and Heart’! India just cannot ignore
the other two, because of its specific
needs. Actual priorities could be readjust-
ed depending on the emerging scenario.
The majority of the young persons in India
aspire to get a job after completing their
education. They are neither trained in ade-
guate skills nor transformed in attitude to
consider the power of ideas and imagina-
tion they are blessed with, along with the
skills of creativity and inherent human
curiosity! Another factor that deserves
serious deliberation was pointed out by
Albert Einstein around a century ago: “The
most important human endeavour is the
striving for morality in our actions. Our
inner balance and even our existence
depends on it.”This must become the
prime objectiveof NEP-2020, in its imple-
mentation. Too much technology and Al
could create more obstructions in this
sphere shortly. In other words, almost the
entire process of knowledge development
is for a cosmocratic society that is already
in a pretty well-established state, and
occupying increasingly larger space for
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Collector also directed officials to expedite
the introduction of houseboat services for
tourists. With the increasing number of
visitors, he stressed the need to complete
the Perali Canal development works at the
earliest to facilitate scenic and enjoyable
boat  journeys in a  pleasant

ROYAL J[!I.IRNALISM

environment.District Tourism Officer Ali
Asgar, RDO P. Gloria, project manager,
and officials from allied departments were
present at the meeting.

r commitment in education

itself. Needless to reiterate, the social, cul-
tural, economic, linguistic and religious
factors shall always make their presence
felt — but sadly enough, handling these
would gradually become more and more
complex, if sensible and sensitive actions
are not properly initiated well in time and
with sincere and ethical considerations.
The implementation of the NEP-2020
shall have to remain alert to such develop-
ing situations. Academic autonomy is
often the subject of certain actual and pre-
sumed intrusions that academics do not
necessarily relish. It is ultimately the
responsibility of universities, colleges and
other institutions to decide how they will
implement the policy, and harmonise with
the indications given to them by central
and State agencies. The professional cred-
ibility of every institution is determined by
the academic stature and professional con-
tributions of its academic faculty.Faculty
members need to remember that no profes-
sion diminishes in public esteem and cred-
ibility due to external factors — it is
always internal factors that matter, and the
most significant is the moral and ethical
component, as has been proved in numer-
ous instances. The quality of the academic
contributions, the new knowledge generat-
ed, and the new applications suggested
make a very positive difference in restor-
ing it! Maintaining high professional stan-
dards requires a serious commitment to
both the profession, values and the learn-
ers.Education policies have to be dynamic
— more dynamic than in the past. In the
future, changes will occur more frequently
than in the past.The most significant con-
sequence of this will be the increasing
acceptance of professional responsibility
by academics. Regardless of the level at
which they impart knowledge, create
knowledge, and acquire new knowledge, it
is their personal as well as institutional
confidence that ‘we are the creators of
future generations and builders of new
India’ that would make all the difference.
Aim at perfection, excellence will certain-
ly follow and become visible.
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The monsoon season has now enveloped the
entire subcontinent. While intense and prolonged
heatwaves threatened human lives before the
rains, the country is now grappling with a differ-
ent set of challenges-erratic and heavy rainfall,
both driven by climate change. These unpre-
dictable downpours are making the management
of large dams and reservoirs increasingly difficult
in India.Reports from Himachal Pradesh have
confirmed damage to the Patikari Hydroelectric
Project (HEP) and the Jiwa Small HEP due to
cloudbursts. In Kangra district, several workers
from the under-construction Indira Priyadarshini
Hydel Project went missing after a flash flood
struck the site on June 25. In southern India, dams
remain on high alert as heavy rains persist across

the region. Thirteen shutters of the Mullaperiyar *

Dam were opened to release water into the
Periyar River, with the water level approaching
full capacity. The situation is likely to deteriorate
further in the coming months, potentially leading
to rain-related disasters.In October 2023, a sud-
den calamity in Sikkim became a pivotal moment
in the discourse on dam safety and climate
change. A Glacial Lake Outburst Flood (GLOF)
from South Lhonak Lake triggered devastation at
the 1,200MW Teesta 3 hydropower project in
Chungthang, claiming 42 lives and affecting
88,000 people throughout the Teesta basin. This
tragedy ignited urgent discussions about the man-
agement, safety, and long-term sustainability of
dams across India.India ranks as the third-largest
dam-owning country in the world, following
China and the United States. According to the
National Register of Large Dams 2023, the coun-
try has over 6,200 large dams. Of these, around 70
per cent are more than 25 years old, 1,034 are
between 50 and 100 years old, and 234 are over a
century old. Recent inspections have revealed that
two dams have critical defects that could lead to

Reviving

Today, with rising environmental con-
sciousness and expanding highway net-
works, eco-tourism along national and
state highways is emerging as a promising
frontier — melding nature conservation,
cultural heritage, and rural
prosperityHistorically, travel tourism in
India is 2,500 years old, dating back to the
creation of urban settlements by the Indus
Valley Civilisation. During the medieval
period, food dhabas (eateries) known as
sarais were the main harbinger of intercul-
tural food and travel tourism along the
Grand Trunk Road, which was the main
artery for trade at the time.However, mod-
ern tourism in India started after
Independence when the Tourist Traffic
Committee was set up in 1948, which rec-
ommended ways to promote tourism in the
country. Tourism is the most important
driving force of the economy in both
developed and developing nations. To reg-
ulate tourist behaviour, the concept of eco-
tourism has now become the hallmark of
clean and nature-friendly tourism.Late
Ignatius Amaduwa Atigbi was one of the
key figures in planning global tourism, and
is recognised as the ‘Father of World
Tourism Day’ since 1979, when the United
Nations World Tourism Organisation
accepted his proposal to celebrate 27
September as World Tourism Day.Tourism
in India has been steadily becoming a key
driver of the country’s economic growth.
Tourism directly contributes 2.78 per cent
to GDP, and if we add the indirect contri-
bution, it adds up to 5.82 per cent. Not
only that, tourism contributes to around 8
per cent of direct and indirect employ-
ment. In 2024, people spent “21 trillion on
tourism and created 46 million jobs, with
projections to reach 35 trillion by
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urgent intervention.Although India’s dam safety
standards are on par with those of developed
countries, there have been several notable cases of
dam failures and poor maintenance. Passed as a
response to deficient surveillance and mainte-
nance, India came up with the Dam Safety Act in
2021 for “proper surveillance, inspection, opera-
tion and maintenance of selected dams to prevent
dam failures and ensure their safe functioning”. It
gave way to the formation of a National
Committee on Dam Safety to oversee dam safety
policies and regulations, a National Dam Safety
Authority to look into implementation issues
involving States, a State Committee on Dam
Safety (SCDS) and State Dam Safety
Organisation (SDSO). The law also calls for com-
prehensive safety reviews of all dams by an inde-
pendent panel of experts, besides making it com-
pulsory for the dam owners to take time-bound
safety actions.Crucially, the Act mandates the
implementation of emergency action plans and
early warning systems (EWS) — measures that
were missing at the Sikkim hydroelectric project.

Singh publicly acknowledged that the
presence of an EWS could have signif-
: icantly reduced the damage to the
4 Teesta Il dam at Chungthang.
% Similarly, an investigation into the
2014 Beas River tragedy — where 24
, students from Andhra Pradesh were
- swept away by the sudden release of
~ = 450 cumecs of water — highlighted
.~ the lack of an EWS at the Larji Dam in

= . Himachal Pradesh. The report cited “a

B8 complete disconnect between the gen-
eration engineering team and barrage
 staff” as one of the primary causes of
the incident. The incident was cited by
‘Himachal Pradesh chief secretary
Prabodh Saxena in 2023 when he pitched for
stringent action against dam authorities for failing
to fulfil their duties. Saxena had pointed out that
though a part of the devastation is bound to be
natural, the responsibility of the dam authorities
must also be fixed for failing to comply with the
laws.“It is time to send notices and not letters or
reminders,” the chief secretary had told the offi-
cers, attributing the damage to negligence in
adhering to dam safety checks as per the Dam
Safety Act 2021. In January this year, the
Supreme Court expressed dissatisfaction with the
slow implementation of the Dam Safety Act.
During a hearing on the Mullaperiyar Dam case,
the Apex Court criticised the executive for failing
to act promptly, stating that it had yet to “rise
from its slumber” despite the Act being passed by
Parliament. The court also rebuked the central
Government for its delay in establishing the
National Committee on Dam Safety, which was
legally required to be formed within 60 days of
the Act taking effect. The slow pace of early warn-
ing system (EWS) installations has become a
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growing concern as well. Since the Dam Safety
Act was passed, less than 4 per cent of large dams
have been equipped with EWS. Questions are also
being raised about the adequacy of manpower to
effectively implement the Act. Following the
establishment of the National Dam Safety
Authority (NDSA), over 200 officials from the
Central Water Commission (CWC) were reas-
signed to the NDSA secretariat and given addi-
tional responsibilities. This shift has impacted the
functioning of the CWC, which plays a vital role
in overseeing the control, conservation, and man-
agement of India’s water resources.Experts
believe that the Dam Safety Act holds significant
potential to address existing gaps, provided it is
implemented without delay. The World Bank, a
key funding partner in India’s ambitious Dam
Rehabilitation and Improvement Project (DRIP),
has highlighted the growing challenges posed by
erratic rainfall patterns and their impact on dam
safety.Under DRIP Phases Il and Ill, and with
financial support from both the World Bank and
the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank, India
plans to rehabilitate 736 dams across 19 states
over 10 years, with a total budget allocation of
10,211 crore. However, positive outcomes can be
realised promptly only when political will,
bureaucratic efficiency, financial prudence, and
institutional capacity align and work together in
harmony. Additionally, investments must priori-
tise technologies that are affordable, socially and
culturally appropriate, and environmentally sus-
tainable.The season of heightened flood fears has
arrived once again. With the Dam Safety Act in
force since 2021, the Government’s responsibility
and accountability for preventing such disasters
have become even more pronounced.Making data
public and ensuring that standard operating proce-
dures are robust and accessible to people may be
a good starting point to achieve the objectives.

ndia’s Ancient Travel Legacy

2025.As tourism grows, more emphasis is
being laid on eco-tourism — both for envi-
ronmental reasons and to promote the sus-
tainable use of the country’s diverse land-
scapes and natural features. One of the
emerging opportunities for eco-tourism
lies along national and state highways,
which pass through varied
landscapes.Over the last 10 years, the
national highways network has grown by
60 per cent — from 91,287 km in 2014 to
146,955 km in 2024 — offering tremen-
dous economic opportunity.All over the
world, especially in European countries
and the United States, highway motels and
resorts are the backbone of tourism and, by
extension, the economy. It is worthwhile to
examine successful examples of highway
tourism initiated by forest departments,
which not only spread messages of conser-
vation but also show how natural beauty
can enhance the travel experience and gen-
erate wealth in the hinterlands. One such
iconic example is Cheetal Grand, located
around 100 km from Delhi on the
Delhi-Dehradun highway, situated on the
outskirts of  Khatauli town in
Muzaffarnagar district, Uttar Pradesh. The
Divisional Forest Officer overseeing
Muzaffarnagar district established a high-
way eco-tourism eatery in 1974 in
Khatauli with the help of Mr NM Khan, an
experienced food expert.He founded the
Cheetal Deer Park Restaurant beside the
Upper Ganga Canal, offering visitors a
uniqgue experience of dining amidst
wildlife enclosures. With the dedication of
Mr Khan and the high quality of food,
excellent staff behaviour, and an ambience
set in sylvan surroundings — with the sup-
port of his sons — Cheetal grew by leaps
and bounds.Gradually, the owner estab-

lished Cheetal Grand at National Highway
58, where they had a larger space to attract
nature lovers by creating a mini-zoo, espe-
cially featuring birds from around the
world.It was superbly maintained by Mr
Urooj Nisar, the Managing Director of
Cheetal Motels. It is now a world-class
restaurant, known for the brand value of its
food and natural ambience. When the
highway route shifted, the restaurant
reopened near the Khatauli bypass and
continues to draw massive footfall. The
puffy omelette, pakoras, toasts, and sand-
wiches are particularly popular, not to
mention the mouth-watering rajma-chaw-
al. Around 40 per cent of visitors come
specifically for these items. Local entre-
preneurs also sell their handmade crafts
here — like Khurja pottery — making it an
international-standard success story in
roadside eco-tourism.However, the present
facility does not quite match the previous
one, which was on a larger plot in Khatauli
and had more cultural appeal. Due to
increased traffic to Dehradun and
Mussoorie, the newer site is often crowd-
ed.Yet, it still reflects civilisational values
in its management, staff selection, and the
quality and variety of food. If Indian entre-
preneurs wish to replicate this model,
Cheetal Grand is an excellent example to

follow. Several similar spots are emerging
across the country, but they need scaling
up and better integration of India’s civili-
sational ethos. Smile Stone, another ele-
gant small restaurant, located 90 km from
Pune and 20 km from Ahmednagar, offers
a variety of cuisines and is a favourite with
travellers. Punjabi dhabas also serve some

_| of the best roadside food, although many

still need improvements in hygiene and
cleanliness to become true brand experi-
ences.A few — like Amrik Sukhdev
Dhaba on the Delhi—-Chandigarh highway,
Puran Singh ka Dhaba in Ambala, and
Haveli on the Jalandhar-Ludhiana high-
way — attract many tourists with their
North Indian offerings and charming
ambience. Likewise, Saravana Bhavan, the
South Indian restaurant chain, is now a
pan-Indian phenomenon offering excellent
South Indian fare. The future of wealth
creation in rural and semi-rural areas lies
in landscape eco-tourism along highways,
offering both employment opportunities
and relaxation for the middle class looking
to escape the urban cacophony and pollu-
tion.The Government of India should
establish an Eco-Development Board to
plan not just forest-based eco-tourism, but
also a structured framework for highway
landscape management. A national and
state-level structure is vital to meet climate
goals. The new tourism policy should
mandate that highway restaurants reserve
space to showecase local cultural traditions,
tree species, handicrafts, small-scale
industrial products, tribal arts, medicines,
and other artisan items. There is an urgent
need to broaden the economic ecosystem
— and highway eco-tourism may be the
catalyst that propels India closer to its goal
of becoming a developed nation.
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