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FiIm Festivals and the 3C Mantra: Creativity, Culture, Commercg

In an era marked by technological accelera-
tion and cultural fluidity, film festivals serve
as vital spaces of connection and creation.
They are where artistic vision finds commer-
cial grounding and where the business of cin-
ema becomes inseparable from the soul of sto-
rytelling. The 3C’s mantra that defines the film
festival ecosystem — Creativity, Culture, and
Commerce — has become the cornerstone of
a global cinematic renaissance. Today, film
festivals are not just glamorous red-carpet
affairs or celebrity-driven events; they are
transformative platforms unlocking new
opportunities for content creation, cross-cul-
tural collaboration, global networking, strate-
gic partnerships, and narrative innovation. In
short, they are the modern-day crucibles
where storytelling meets strategy.From
Cannes to Berlin, Venice to IFFI, Locarno to
Sundance, film festivals have evolved into
sophisticated arenas that redefine cinematic
expression.They are reshaping the celluloid
experience through experiential storytelling,
sustainable creative roadmaps, and tech-
enabled narratives that resonate across bound-
aries. Their evolution reflects a collective
aspiration to reimagine the medium, not just
in how films are made, but in how they are
shared, discussed, and remembered.The
world’s most celebrated film festivals have
retained their traditional flavour while coura-
geously stepping into new territory.The
Cannes Film Festival, for instance, remains a
symbol of glamour, yet now actively pro-
motes ecological awareness and inclusivity
through programs like the “Cinema for the
Climate” section. Similarly, the WVenice
Biennale embraces innovation through its

Virtual Reality section, while TIFF (Toronto
International Film Festival) has become
known for elevating social-issue films into the
awards circuit. These examples highlight how
the 3C’s are no longer abstract ideals; they are
tangible, operational principles shaping pro-
gramming and policy.The unified objective is
clear: visualise the future of cinema through
the lens of commercial viability, cutting-edge
technology, and artistic innovation. And festi-
vals, in balancing these objectives, are
becoming incubators of excellence, where
ideas are born, refined, and launched into the
world.Film markets are an integral part of this
new cinematic landscape. Events such as
Marché du Film at Cannes and Film Bazaar at
IFFI serve as value-creation platforms where
creativity meets investment. These markets
offer a single — window ecosystem for dis-
tributors, producers, and emerging talent to
forge deals, secure financing, and explore
global collaborations.You could feel this
unfolding in real-time at Cannes 2025. The
atmosphere wasn’t just about premieres; it
was about presence, about ideas landing with
impact.Mission Impossible: The Final
Reckoning opened to packed houses, but it
wasn’t just a franchise flex anymore. There
was something more grounded beneath the
action, a sense of purpose, and the co-produc-
tion buzz around it was loud, American spec-
tacle meeting European strategy. And then
there was Homebound, that small, aching film
about displacement and the idea of home,
which left people silent after the credits. It
was the kind of film that didn’t shout but
stayed.Meanwhile, the Marché du Film
pulsed like its own beating heart. Pavilions

Highways to pros

With game-changing projects like
Greenfield expressways, aerial buses, and
the Gati Shakti platform, the Modi
Government is rewriting the narrative of
development — one road at a time When
Narendra Modi took oath as India’s Prime
Minister in 2014, the BJP-led Central
Government prioritised infrastructure
development above all else from that very
moment. In this direction, the Ministry of
Road Transport and Highways became the
focal point of infrastructure growth.Under
Modi’s leadership, this Ministry has not
only accelerated the country’s economic
development but has also given it a new
dimension over the 11 years since 2014.
The construction of highways — both
completed and upcoming — has played a
significant role in changing the trajectory
of the country’s growth.Efficient high-
ways, waterways, and railways can reduce
logistics costs and boost the economy.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi dreams of
making India a “Vishwaguru’ (World
Leader). India has emerged as the world’s
third-largest economy and a $5 trillion
economy.To fulfil this dream, we need to
increase exports, which will, in turn, boost
growth in agriculture, services, and indus-
trial sectors. In the past 11 years, the roads
built have already reduced our logistics
costs from 16 per cent to 10 per cent, and
next year, we aim to bring it down further
to 9 per cent. This will enhance our
exports, make us more competitive, and
help India advance more powerfully
toward becoming a ‘Vishwaguru’.The
Ministry of Road Transport and Highways
is building 25 new Greenfield Express
Highways across the country. Over 3,000
km of highways are also being built to
connect ports and promote religious
tourism. The Government’s efforts to

were  fuller; deals more layered.
Conversations spanned multilingual co-pro-
ductions, Al-led storyboarding, and even cli-
mate-conscious filmmaking.It wasn’t transac-
tional; it was transformative. Countries like
India, South Korea, and Nigeria didn’t just
showcase films; they showed up with vision,
and with intent. Cannes 2025 made one thing
abundantly clear: creativity doesn’t get dilut-
ed by commerce, it grows because of it. And
culture? Culture was the thread running
through it all, holding it together, making it
matter.Today’s commercial landscape at festi-
vals is populated by accredited agents, pavil-
ions, exhibitors, and stakeholders who are not
just selling films; they’re shaping the business
of storytelling. Co-production deals, project
financing, distribution arrangements, and IP
partnerships are negotiated in these spaces,
affirming the financial architecture of the fes-
tival ecosystem.Notably, the commercial
value of festivals is no longer transactional
but transformational. They’re redefining how
cinema is monetised and how stories are posi-
tioned globally. In the age of OTT, film festi-
vals have also become spaces for digital con-
tent negotiations, IP marketing, and branded
storytelling ventures. Each global festival has
carved a distinct identity. While Cannes
stands for glamour and auteur prestige,
Berlinale champions political cinema, and
Locarno thrives on experimentation. These
brands have emerged from consistent visual
language, storytelling themes, fashion state-
ments, and strategic stakeholder
engagement.In this ecosystem, branding is not
just about logos or campaigns; it’s about shap-
ing a cinematic culture. It’s the deliberate

boost religious tourism are also taking p—

shape. The Buddhist Circuit project, com- &

pleted at a cost of Rs 22,000 crore, has sig-
nificantly increased the number of tourists

visiting the birthplace of Lord Buddha |5

from South Asia, Indonesia, Malaysia,
China, Singapore, and

Japan. :

Simultaneously, the number of pilgrims [Sl

visiting the Char Dham sites — Badrinath,

Kedarnath, Gangotri, and Yamunotri — - il

has tripled. A ropeway worth Rs 12,000 [ ¥
crore is being constructed to connect |

Kedarnath. About 90 per cent of the work
on the road linking Kailash Mansarovar in
Uttarakhand to Pithoragarh has been com-
pleted. In India, particularly in the nation-
al capital, the dream of “flying buses’ is on
the verge of becoming a reality.his
includes aerial buses, flash-charging elec-
tric buses, and double-decker flying buses
for hilly regions. The aerial bus service
from Dhaula Kuan in Delhi to Manesar,
based on a skyway system, is almost in its
final stages. | am confident that this exper-
iment will be crucial in resolving the per-
sistent traffic congestion on this special
route. Nagpur will soon see the launch of
the first flash-charging electric bus. It will
have 135 seats, executive class, front TV
screens, and bus hostesses like air host-
esses. This bus will have a maximum
speed of 120 km/h and will stop every 40
km for just 30 seconds to fully charge
before resuming its journey.Such work
cannot be achieved by merely sitting in an
office preparing DPRs — it requires
wholehearted effort! A recent study by
IIM-Bangalore on road construction
revealed that every Rs 1 spent on National
Highway (NH) construction has led to a Rs
3.21 increase in India’s GDP, a multiplier
effect of 3.2 times. Consequently, domes-
tic production has grown by 9 per cent and
B Gl e

car sales by 104 per cent. The Work done
by the Ministry of Road Transport and
Highways has not only boosted economic
activity but also created numerous job
opportunities. Here are some figures worth
noting: In 2014, India had only 91,000 km
of national highways. By 2024, this net-
work has expanded by nearly 60 per cent
to 1.46 lakh km.The daily pace of road
construction has increased from 12 km/day
to 28-30 km/day. Under the ambitious Rs
5.35 lakh crore Bharatmala project, the tar-
get is to build 65,000 km of roads, includ-
ing economic corridors, international bor-
der roads, and border  area
connectivity.This plan is a decisive step
toward reducing India’s logistics costs fur-
ther. The *Gati Shakti’ and multimodal
connectivity initiative integrates roads,
railways, air, waterways, and ports into a
single digital platform, which has helped
ensure timely project completion.Our min-
istry has also started implementing road
development projects through public-pri-
vate partnership (PPP) models, which has
attracted significant private investment.
Under this model, road projects worth over

interplay of Creativity, Culture, Content, and
Consistency, the 4Cs of festival branding. The
buzz, the arc lights, the curated installations,
and even the architectural design of venues
contribute to the festival’s emotional and cul-
tural memory.India’s growing role in the glob-
al cinematic discourse is exemplified by the
Bharat Pavilion at Cannes, designed by the
National Institute of Design,
Ahmedabad.Titled The Sutradhara, or story-
teller, it reflects India’s fusion of tradition and
innovation. With its 2024 theme, Create in
India, the Pavilion spotlighted India’s vibrant
cinematic heritage, technological readiness,
and openness to global partnerships. More
than just a national representation, the Bharat
Pavilion has become a diplomatic and cultur-
al bridge; connecting India’s storytellers with
producers, buyers, critics, and policymakers
from across the world. It’s a space where
artistry meets policy, and where culture is
leveraged for creative diplomacy.The Bharat
Parv, an integral part of the Pavilion experi-
ence, adds a further dimension to celebrating
Indian cuisine, music, craftsmanship, and
diversity. This new format of global story-
telling mirrors the idea of Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam: the world as one family. And
importantly, it sends a clear message: India is
not just a content provider, it’s a creative force
and co-production hub.Film festivals today
function as living ecosystems, nurturing voic-
es, encouraging risk-taking, and building
transnational communities. Their role in shap-
ing public perception, fostering policy dis-
course, and enabling commercial success is
more relevant than ever.Whether it was
Cannes’ “Cinema for the Climate,” Venice’s

perity and growth

Rs 12 lakh crore have been
undertaken. This journey,
which began in 2014, is
not just about roads; in a
way, it has become the life-
of India’s

o4 not only made travel easier
but also boosted domestic
trade industry, tourism,
"‘_and safety. From day one,
our Government has been
working  tirelessly to
ensure inclusive develop-

Bl ment reaches every person
in the last row of society. We are commit-
ted to accelerating this work even faster in
the coming years to achieve this goal as
soon as possible. We now have a clear
vision of building world-class infrastruc-
ture and making our national highways
network superior to even that of the United
States by 2047, so that India becomes an
economic superpower. “America does not
have good roads because it is rich;
America is rich because it has good
roads.” This quote by former US President
John F Kennedy, displayed in my office at
the Transport Bhavan in Delhi and earlier
in Maharashtra when | was a minister, is
not there by chance.This has been our
guiding mantra for the past 11 years under
the leadership of Modi ji. We are deter-
mined to carry this work forward even
faster in the future. In the coming years,
India’s road infrastructure will be better
than that of the United States — this is not
a dream, but a reality taking shape. By
maintaining a balance of quality, speed,
transparency, and environmentally-friend-
ly policies, India’s national highway net-
work will be recognised at the global level.
B



S Rejecting Scholar Visas
Also? Baa Times Now?

Entering the United States with a valid visa has
become an increasingly tough task now, and things are
looking particularly detrimental for this caller and aca-
demic communities as well.Reportedly, a senior
researcher working at a reputed Indian national labora-
tory has faced a major setback after the United States
immigration authorities rejected their EB2 National
Interest Waiver petition in 2025.This came shortly
after the same applicant’s EB1B petition was also
denied, despite the researcher having strong academic
credentials, over 140 citations and years of experience
in a critical scientific field.The denial has triggered
controversy, with the applicant openly criticising the
law firm that handled the case. According to the
researcher, the legal team submitted a generic and
poorly tailored response to the Request for Evidence,
failing to highlight the unique national importance and
real world impact of the work.Immigration experts
warn that standard template responses are increasingly
risky as USCIS now expects highly customised argu-
ments supported by precise evidence.Officials report-
edly acknowledged the applicant’s potential but con-
cluded that the work did not meet the high threshold
required to qualify as being in the national interest of
the United States. The fact that the research falls under
a sensitive domain such as nuclear engineering may
have resulted in stricter scrutiny.Legal experts advise
applicants facing similar rejections to carefully
analyse denial notices and consider refiling with a
stronger, more focused legal strategy rather than
appealing immediately.
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It is already known that India is vastly expanding in
terms of quick delivery applications like Swiggy and
Zomato. This has now reached a saturation point where
even gig workers are asking for elaborate salary struc-
tures.Delivery workers from platforms like Blinkit
Swiggy Zomato Zepto and Instamart recently staged a
nationwide protest demanding better pay and working
conditions.The strike drew attention after thousands of
riders logged out of their apps, especially during the
busy New Year period, affecting food and quick com-
merce deliveries in several major cities.The key
demand raised by workers is a guaranteed minimum
monthly income of ?40,000.At present, most delivery
partners are paid per order, with earnings fluctuating
based on demand incentives and peak hour bonuses.
Workers argue that after fuel costs vehicle maintenance
and long working hours, their actual take home income
is far lower than what is projected by
platforms.Another major concern is the pressure creat-
ed by ultra fast delivery targets, which riders say
increases stress and road safety risks. Unions repre-
senting gig workers have also called for accident insur-
ance transparent incentive structures and recognition
of delivery partners as workers rather than independent
contractors.In response to the strike, companies intro-
duced temporary surge incentives and special bonuses
to keep services running during peak demand.
However, worker groups say short term incentives do
not solve long term income insecurity. The protest has
once again highlighted the growing debate around fair
wages and protections in India’s rapidly expanding gig
economy, as workers push for stability while platforms
focus on speed and scale.

JSDaRVo 3 - 1 - 2026

Wi et

A small moment during a family trip turned into a §
big smile for millions online. An Indian woman |
travelling in Japan with her six month old baby =
never imagined that her child would spread so |

much happiness. A short video from her journey

has now touched hearts across the internet by | =

showing how kindness needs no common lan-
guage.The video was shared on Instagram by
Saikeerthi Akkineni who was visiting Japan with

her infant. In the clip baby is seen sitting calmly in

a stroller while Japanese locals stop to look, smile
and greet the child. Many people wave cheerfully,
make funny faces and try their best to make the
baby laugh.One of the most touching scenes hap-
pens inside a train. Passengers gently lean forward,
smile brightly and play with the baby to hear a gig-
gle. Some people even lift the child carefully for a
brief moment. These small acts create a joyful
atmosphere and show a softer side of everyday
public life in Japan.While sharing the video,
Saikeerthi added a funny caption saying that babies
are like “rare Pokémon” in Japan. This line made
many viewers smile and also think deeper. Several
people in the comments mentioned Japan’s low
birth rate and said that seeing a baby in public may

G0 FOr Marr

Donald Trump has made it his life’s mission to crack down
on the immigration policies, and this has started to serious-
ly affect the Indian population. Now he has gone up
against one of the most famous procedures followed with
Indian community to grab the green card in United
States.Recent reports suggest that marrying a US citizen
may no longer be the simple or guaranteed route to a
Green Card that many people once believed it to be. While
US immigration law still allows spouses of American citi-
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New Year’s Eve 2025 showed how
much Indians now enjoy celebrat- &
ing at home. Instead of going out, §
many people stayed indoors with §
family and friends and placed
orders for food and gifts through |
Swiggy. The online platform %%
shared live updates throughout the {?r .
evening and the numbers surprised ' NONTE
everyone on social media.Food ! & v[‘[
orders started rising early in the "
evening. By 7:30 pm, people had ™%
already ordered more than 2 lakh
plates of biryani. This once again |
proved that biryani is the most
loved comfort food in India. As the
night went on, burgers also became
very popular. By 9:30 pm, over
90,000 burgers were delivered across
cities. Simple foods like upma, khich-
di and salad also found many buyers
by showing that people chose both
festive and healthy options .Desserts
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were not ignored on New Year’s Eve.
Thousands of people ordered sweets
to complete their celebrations. One of
the most ordered desserts was gajar ka
halwa, with more than 7,500 orders
placed before midnight. These num-
bers showed that traditional Indian
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feel special and rare for many locals.The video
quickly became popular with viewers sharing their
thoughts and emotions. One user joked that they
felt jealous of a six-month-old baby, while others
said the clip showed pure happiness. Many people
loved how strangers connected instantly through
the baby’s smile even without speaking the same

K iAo

zens to apply for permanent residency under the immedi-
ate relative category, approvals are now far from automat-
ic.US immigration authorities have significantly tightened
scrutiny of marriage based Green Card applications.
Officers are focusing more on identifying fraudulent or
convenience marriages, leading to deeper background
checks, detailed interviews and a growing number of
requests for additional evidence.Applicants are now
expected to prove beyond doubt that their relationship is
genuine and not entered into solely for immigration bene-
fits.Couples are being asked to submit extensive documen-
tation such as proof of living together, shared finances,
photographs over time, communication records and state-
ments from friends or family. Even genuine couples may
face delays or complications if they live apart due to work
or education commitments, as such situations often trigger
further questioning.Another challenge is the rise in appli-
cation fees and changes in forms, which have made the
process more expensive and complex. Immigration offi-
cials have also become less tolerant of inconsistencies or
missing information.Overall, marriage to a US citizen
remains a legal pathway to a Green Card, but it is no
longer a shortcut. Applicants must be prepared for a
longer, stricter and more demanding process than before.
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sweets still hold a special place
during celebrations .Apart from
#4 food, gifting also stood out this
= year. Swiggy shared that during
2025, more than 66 crore peo-
ple ordered food or items for
~ someone else. On New Year’s
N Eve alone, many users placed
orders for friends and family
members instead of themselves.
This trend highlighted how
delivery apps are now used for
sharing happiness.Some high
value orders also caught atten-
tion. A customer in Bengaluru
ordered two iPhones worth ?1.8
lakh through the platform. In another
heart-warming moment, a user in
Mumbai received gold worth ?1.45
lakh as a New Year gift from a loved
one. These purchases showed how

quick commerce has expanded
beyond groceries and food.
n o N B H B
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