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IvisIole wars and organised crime: India’s battle beyor

I have consistently maintained that organised ter-
rorism is a complex low-cost war and not a crime
of rage or passion. Terrorists Kill unarmed civil-
ians by stealth and deception. They abuse wider
trust among communities. They seek to degrade
the identity of victims and destroy the faith of
people in the ability of their state to protect them.
Terrorism seeks to paralyse and cripple the all-
round potentials and capacities of a state and soci-
ety. But a deeper examination suggests that it is
also a potent weapon of geopolitics.Hence, nei-
ther the conventional military means nor the rou-
tine criminal justice system is in a position to
eradicate the threat of terrorism in a definitive
time frame and that too at sustainable material-
human costs. The Pakistani military has built an
elaborate transnational support structure for
Islamic terrorism to attack India. It seeks to frac-
ture our national cohesion and destroy the securi-
ty of our public spaces to cripple our optimal rise
as a nation. Terrorism may have generated a
degree of boomerang impact for Pakistan, where
some of its proxies have turned against it, but it
has consistently and consciously nurtured terror-
ism to deploy it against India.A terror attack on
the soil of any nation indicates the failure or inca-
pacity of at least some of its institutions. Under
these circumstances, a military response is the
only option. Successful military attacks on terror-
ists and their infrastructure help prevent further
attacks at least temporarily. But given the symbi-
otic linkages of terrorism with organised crime
and radicalism at one end and geopolitics at the
other, | doubt that military strikes are sufficient to
eliminate the threat of terrorism. Besides, over-
reliance on conventional military means against
irregular war of any shade drains national ener-
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gies, impacting long-term capacities.A total mili-
tary victory against terrorism may be possible
only at exorbitant material, human and develop-
mental costs. A developing nation that depends
largely upon imported hardware for its military
security has to be particularly careful. Terrorists
are low-cost dispensable proxies of terror perpe-
trators. A large pool of radicalised youth, along-
side easy access to weapons and dirty cash, shall
ensure an abundant supply of terrorists willing to
kill and die in the name of Islam.Hence, the
Indian state has to explore effective, innovative
and sustainable strategies to win this war within a
definite time frame. Prime Minister has been con-
sistently highlighting the twin threat of organised
crime and radicalism alongside terrorism. It is
assessed that organised crime may be generating
hundreds of billions of dollars of dirty money in
India itself to feed local and regional infrastruc-
ture of terrorism. Organised criminals are suspect-
ed of subverting the integrity of state institutions
not only in the developing world but to some
extent even in the developed world. The entire
phenomenon is so clandestine and fluid that the
real global masterminds of organised crime can
never be pinned down.As per the Cost War proj-
ect of Brown University, the United States has
spent nearly 8 trillion dollars in the war against
terror, which also involved human casualties of
around 5 million. Yet the war remained inconclu-
sive. The resultant hit to the US economy deplet-
ed its capacity to dominate the world the way it
had done in the previous century. It conceded an
edge to China in many of the cutting-edge
advanced technologies. The hidden complexities
of Pak-linked Islamic terrorism may also be for-
midable. Despite the detection of Osama Bin

Klaus Schwab: The

World Economic Forum, once seen as a sum-
mit of global solutions is turning out to be
curated illusion — where altruism was per-
formance, and power wore the mask of
benevolenceEach year, the anointed elite flew
to Davos to witness Klaus Schwab’s
pageantry — where lofty proclamations
drowned out the unresolved crises of poverty,
health emergencies, and food insecurity. They
gathered in alpine luxury, more suited to hon-
eymoons than humanitarian reckoning, to
moralise about catastrophes unfolding conti-
nents away. The spectacle revealed not mere-
ly paradox, but a deliberate choreography of
geopolitical theatre — where privilege
cloaked itself in altruism and global suffering
was repurposed as elite currency.Klaus
Schwab, the architect of this icy Olympus, the
World Economic Forum’s omnipresent pater-
familias, has long styled himself as the cere-
bral messiah of stakeholder capitalism. With
almost oracular cadence, he declared: “The
pandemic represents a rare but narrow win-
dow of opportunity to reflect, reimagine, and
reset our world.” It was the kind of proclama-
tion that sounded benevolent to some and
Machiavellian to others. To his admirers, he
was a prophet of multilateralism and sustain-
able development; to his critics, a grandiose
technocrat cloaked in the language of human-
ism, who sought not to dismantle the system
of inequity but to rebrand it.Schwab’s legacy,
now embroiled in scandal and precipitous
retreat, was always a palimpsest: the elegant
prose of visionary change obscuring darker
subtexts of elitism, opacity, and manipulation.
The recent whistleblower allegations —
detailing misuse of institutional funds,
methodological tampering in flagship reports,
and attempts to solicit a Nobel Peace Prize,
have only validated the long-held suspicions
of those who viewed Davos as a vaudeville of
virtue signalling. The Financial Times called
it a “downfall in Davos,” yet it is not merely
the toppling of a man, but the implosion of a
grand narrative that spanned five decades.One
cannot ignore the irony that the very man who
exhorted the world to “build back better” is
accused of bending institutional mechanisms

to bolster personal prestige. That Schwab
allegedly altered the methodology of the
Global Competitiveness Report to curry
favour with petulant governments speaks vol-
umes-not only about his imperium within the
WEF but about the pliability of “‘truth” within

the elite consensus. “Over the years | contin-

ued to engage with the methodology to
improve and maintain the credibility of the
report,” Schwab protested. But in the realm of
epistemic governance, “engagement” too
often becomes a euphemism for expedient
distortion.That Schwab’s decline coincides
with his octogenarian twilight lends the entire
episode a tragic Shakespearean air-Lear
exiled from his castle not by storm or sword,
but by memo. A figure who once dined with
monarchs and ministers now pens rebuttals to
anonymous emails and threatens defamation
lawsuits. His supporters insist he is the target
of “character assassination”; others call it a
karmic revelation. In his April 1st, email to
the trustees, Schwab remarked with character-
istically self-assured solemnity, “It is evident
that | do not have to strive any more to create
a legacy.” And yet now, with his departure
expedited and ignominy encroaching, that
legacy appears less a monument and more a
mausoleum. Few remember that Schwab’s
intellectual lineage was forged not merely in
the groves of academia but in the grey spaces
between policy, industry, and ideological
hegemony.His 1971 book Modern Enterprise
Management in Mechanical Engineering pro-
posed the then-novel idea that corporations
ought to serve all stakeholders, not just share-
holders. On the surface, this was prescient.
But the WEF he built around that idea became
a quasi-aristocracy of corporate nobles, where
virtue was worn as adornment and seldom as
a burden. He mastered the theatre of global
benevolence, wrapping laissez-faire capital-
ism in the warm hues of inclusivity and green
ambition.In Davos, climate activists mingled
with oil executives, Al ethicists with surveil-
lance capitalists. To attend was to be conse-
crated among the responsible elite — a spec-
tacle of noblesse oblige, where the powerful
confessed the sins of others while affirming
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Laden in Pakistan, there was no serious conse-
quence for the Pakistani military. This generates
an apprehension that powerful global forces con-
sider Pakistan’s terror capacity as an effective
weapon to pursue their geopolitical agenda. We
have a very professional military. Pakistan is no
match for us. Even impartial global media,
including the anti-India New York Times, has
confirmed precision strikes of targets deep inside
Pakistan territory by Indian defence forces. They
have also exposed the bluff and falsehood of
Pakistani counter-claims of hitting Indian tar-
gets.Yet Pakistan’s unfettered access to advanced
Chinese weapons may potentially dilute our
advantage. Besides, the Pak military is least com-
mitted to its people. Its senior functionaries con-
tinue to enrich themselves through dirty and deni-
able means. They con their masses and serve the
agenda of other powerful global forces. Pakistan
shall continue to retain its utility for certain glob-
al powers who will never let it sink completely.
Hence, despite the discontinuation of military
supplies to Pakistan by the West, it is assessed that
sections of powerful incumbents within their
establishments may be having an illicit nexus
with the Pak deep state.On the other hand, India is
indeed being bled through thousands of invisible
cuts. Apart from external enemies, many influen-
tial locals may - knowingly or unknowingly — be
doing the same. This is what explains our relative-
ly deficient output on most parameters of gover-
nance and national power compared to China.
This is even though we are an open and competi-
tive society and they are an opaque and authori-
tarian state. The primary culprit in this direction is
bound to be a higher degree of subversion, backed
by global organised crime networks. Clandestine
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global organised crime networks derive their
strength from subverted criminal- justice systems
in the developing world. It allows them to run par-
allel regimes in selected pockets and sectors
through their proxies. They do not merely infil-
trate key institutions but succeed in even hijack-
ing them. It helps neuter the overall capacities of
the concerned state to optimally empower and
protect itself.This phenomenon is particularly
glaring in most of South America and parts of
Africa. But our challenges may be formidable
given the sheer geopolitics of the region and the
extent of radicalisation amongst Muslim youth
amidst Pakistani capacity to aggregate and coor-
dinate terror and organised crime networks.Hence
pursuit of our Prime Minister’s aspiration for zero
tolerance for terrorism calls for a larger transfor-
mation of our systems and psyche. We need a
model of governance that optimises our econom-
ic and technological strength at a faster pace to
bolster our capacities in the sphere of national
security. Simultaneously we must focus on inno-
vative strategies to deter and win all shades of
irregular, hybrid, covert or even conventional
warfare at sustainable costs to protect our growth
and developmental goals and potentials.

Oracle of Davos falls

Schwab’s fierce control over the
jl Forum’s narrative architecture. Staff
Ws/vdt have long whispered of ghostwritten

& books produced under WEF aus-
pices, generating royalties attributed
to Schwab, marketing funded by the
Forum, and arguments constructed
by its analysts. While commonplace
in think tanks, the scale and lack of
disclosure here were part of a broad-
'“Ei:"* er pattern: an empire of ideas with a
o singular sovereign. Even his aspira-
tional bid for a Nobel Peace Prize-

their salvific role.Behind the curtains of this
alpine symposium, Schwab reportedly cen-
tralised control, maintaining a grip so unre-
lenting that one senior WEF member
remarked: “He should have left years ago, but
he obviously couldn’t. I am sure he’ll fight
tooth and nail.” That insight now reads as
prophecy, as Schwab’s once — invulnerable
facade disintegrates under the weight of new
probes, internal dissent, and boardroom
tremors.To speak of Schwab without address-
ing the WEF’s governance is to narrate
Hamlet without Denmark. The 2015 Swiss
designation of WEF as an “international
organisation for public-private coopera-
tion”— complete with tax privileges and spe-
cial legal status-revealed not neutrality, but
institutional sanctification of elite opacity.
The requirement that a Schwab family mem-
ber remain on the board perpetuates not mere-
ly nepotism, but a dynastic arrogance that
belies the Forum’s democratic posturing.
What began as an initiative for transnational
dialogue became, over time, an ecclesiastic
council for technocratic orthodoxy. And still,
despite these revelations, Schwab clings to the
mythos of personal sacrifice: he waived
bonuses, accepted below — market salaries,
and saw his spouse offer unpaid labour. One is
reminded of Talleyrand’s dictum: “They have
learned nothing and forgotten nothing.” That
Schwab, in the end, saw his predicament
through the lens of personal martyrdom rather
than institutional accountability is less sur-
prising than it is depressingly
emblematic.Uncommonly  recounted is

allegedly encouraged by staff at his behest-
reveals a man intoxicated not only by influ-
ence but by immortality.What remains of
Klaus Schwab’s WEF is uncertain. Bgrge
Brende and Peter Brabeck-Letmathe may
attempt to re-legitimise its mission, dust off
its public trust and reaffirm its relevance. But
among the Forum’s financiers and acolytes,
there is growing apprehension: does Davos
remain magnetic without its high priest? One
insider put it plainly: “That is the biggest
worry at the moment. Does it die with him or
stick to WEF?”As Klaus Schwab recedes into
the footnotes of history, his final chapter
remains unwritten-perhaps he will pen mem-
oirs to catalogue his intentions and proclaim
his innocence. Yet, even if he evades formal
censure, the myth he so carefully constructed
is unravelling. He may be remembered less
for the ideals he championed than for the
grand illusion he perpetuated: that Davos was
a fortress of solutions rather than a gilded
stage of detached spectacle. Men like Schwab
are often seen as the disease itself, but in truth,
they are the symptoms-the parasites-deeply
versed in the art of manipulation, thriving
within societies long afflicted by such endem-
ic corruption.Like all ideologues who outlive
their eras, Schwab is not merely fading; he is
being unmasked, his carefully woven illusions
stripped away by the very crises he sought to
orchestrate. The page turns, and the Forum
endures, but the man who made it immortal
now stands conspicuously mortal, and the
mountain echoes differently when its oracle
falls silent.
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The United Kingdom has been one of the most popular
destinations for Indian students in recent years. But
strangely, even the United Kingdom had been cutting
down on the student intake and employment opportuni-
ties.However, the latest free trade agreement that was
signed by India and the European Union has come as a
much needed reprieve on this matter and here’s a look
into the same.Indian young professionals graduating
from universities and higher education institutions
across the European Union are set to benefit from a
major policy push aimed at attracting global
talent.Under updated EU mobility and post study resi-
dence frameworks, Indian students will now have a
guaranteed window of at least nine to twelve months to
remain in the host country after completing their educa-
tion and actively seek employment.This move is part of
the European Union’s broader strategy to address skill
shortages across key sectors such as technology, health-
care, engineering, research, green energy, and advanced
manufacturing.By allowing graduates more time to
transition from education to employment, EU nations
hope to retain highly trained international talent instead
of losing them to competing destinations like the United
States, Canada, or Australia.For Indian students, who
form one of the largest international student communi-
ties in Europe, this change offers greater stability and
planning flexibility. Earlier, many graduates faced tight
timelines that forced them to leave the country before
securing suitable roles. The extended job search period
reduces that pressure and improves chances of landing
roles aligned with their qualifications.Education con-
sultants note that this policy could significantly boost
Indian enrollments in EU institutions over the next few
years. With clearer post study pathways and improving
work opportunities, Europe is increasingly positioning
itself as a long term career destination rather than just an
academic stopover for Indian youth.
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2026 could not have started on any worse note as January has
started to record a significant number of layoffs as leading
companies have started to fire employees, left right and cen-
tre.January 2026 layoffs are drawing attention across indus-
tries, but the numbers need careful context rather than head-
line shock.Amazon has announced a fresh round of about
16,000 corporate job cuts in January 2026. This comes after
nearly 14,000 roles were eliminated in late 2025. Taken
together, Amazon has reduced close to 30,000 corporate posi-
tions over the past few months, reflecting tighter cost controls
after years of rapid expansion.Intel’s situation is more severe.
The company has confirmed plans to cut around 24,000 jobs
globally, nearly 20 percent of its workforce. While these
reductions span 2025 and early 2026, they underline Intel’s
struggle to restructure amid intense competition in the Al and
semiconductor space.UPS is also reshaping its workforce. In
2025, the company cut nearly 48,000 jobs as part of network
consolidation and efficiency drives. For 2026, UPS has sig-
naled additional reductions of up to 30,000 roles, largely
linked to automation and reduced dependence on Amazon
shipments.Tyson Foods has announced layoffs tied to plant
closures. The largest impact came from the closure of its
Nebraska beef plant, affecting about 3,200 workers. When
combined with smaller shutdowns elsewnhere, total job losses
linked to recent restructuring approach 4,900.Meta, mean-
while, is cutting roughly 1,500 jobs, mainly within its Reality
Labs division, as it reallocates resources toward artificial
intelligence and core platforms.It is strange to see so many
global companies with a huge Market index in firing employ-
ees at such an elevated pace as this was not what was expect-
ed in the first place.

&E060 30 - 1 - 2026

Donald Trump is one of the most radical and unpre-
dictable global leaders and he has been living up to
this reputation on a daily basis. Now, he has started to
go after the newborn population and here’s a look into
the same.US President Donald Trump has unveiled a
new proposal called Trump Accounts aimed at giving
every newborn American a financial head start from
birth. As per the plan children born in the United
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Donald Trump did something interesting with regard
to hiring his team of officers this time as he roped in
several Indians for crucial positions in the system.
This has now backfired badly as an Indian origin indi-
vidual has created a panic situation.The head of the
United States Cybersecurity and Infrastructure
Security Agency CISA is facing scrutiny after reports
revealed that Indian origin Madhu Gottumukkala, the
agency'’s acting director, uploaded sensitive govern-
ment contracting documents into a public version of
ChatGPT, triggering an internal security review by the
Department of Homeland Security DHS.According to
reports, the documents were not classified but were
marked “For Official Use Only”, meaning they were
restricted to internal government systems and not
meant to be shared on public platforms.The uploads
reportedly took place last year and were flagged by
automated monitoring tools designed to detect poten-
tial data leaks. Following these alerts, DHS initiated a
review to assess whether the incident posed any
broader security risks.What has raised eyebrows is
that most DHS employees are prohibited from using
public Al tools like ChatGPT due to cybersecurity

concerns. Gottumukkala, however, had been granted a
limited exception, which officials say was intended

War OnHIBY

The kind of fraud activities happening around the H1B
scams in the United States is through the roof and the con-
sequences are going to be felt now. Here’s a look into the
series of events involving the same.Texas officials have
launched a major probe into suspected abuse of the H-1B
visa program, starting with three North Texas companies.
Attorney General Ken Paxton said the businesses are
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States between January 1 2025 and December 31
2028 will automatically receive a one time govern-
ment funded investment of 1000 dollars in a special
account created in their name.The money will be
invested in low cost stock market index funds and
allowed to grow over time through compounding.
Parents relatives employers and others can also con-
tribute additional amounts each year within a fixed
limit.The funds will remain locked during childhood
and can be accessed later for key life needs such as
higher education starting a business or buying a home
with full access coming in adulthood.Trump has
pitched the initiative as a long term wealth building
tool that ensures every child regardless of background
has a financial stake in the country’s economic
future.Supporters argue that starting investments at
birth could significantly reduce wealth gaps over
time. Critics however have raised concerns about
costs government priorities and whether market
linked accounts are suitable for a universal social pro-
gram.The initiative is part of a broader economic pol-
icy push and is expected to be debated intensely as the
US heads into a politically charged period.
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for short term and controlled use. Even S0, cyber%u-
rity experts argue that entering sensitive material into
public Al systems can expose government data to
unintended access or long term retention risks.The
incident has reignited debate around Al usage within
government agencies, particularly ironic given
CISA’s core responsibility of safeguarding federal
networks and critical infrastructure. While no con-
firmed damage has been disclosed so far, the episode
highlights growing challenges in balancing innova-
tion with security in the age of artificial intelligence.
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under investigation for allegedly setting up “ghost
offices,” fake websites, and misleading addresses to spon-
sor foreign workers without conducting real business
operations.In one case, a single-family home was listed as
the official office while an unfinished building was cited
as the worksite. Paxton emphasized that any attempt to
cheat the visa system will face serious legal conse-

~ quences, and the investigation aims to protect jobs for

local workers and ensure compliance with federal regula-
tions. The companies under review have not been publicly

« named, and no charges have been filed so far.At the same

time, Governor Greg Abbott has ordered a freeze on all
new H-1B visa petitions by Texas state agencies and pub-
lic universities through May 31, 2027. Agencies seeking
exemptions must obtain written approval from the Texas
Workforce Commission and report on their past visa
activity. The move is intended to prioritize hiring qualified
Texans while tightening oversight of foreign worker pro-
grams. Critics warn the freeze could strain sectors such as
healthcare and research, which often rely on skilled for-
eign professionals.
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