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Sune 73 Paar To Be New NCP Chief and Manarashtra Dy CM?
NCP MLAs To Megt CM Fadnavis Atter Ajit Pawar's Deg

Ajit Pawar's death has left the
Nationalist Congress Party facing a
leadership question, with senior
leaders pressing for Sunetra Pawar
to step in. The Pawar family is
expected to choose the successor,
while the pending merger of NCP
factions and the upcoming
Baramati bypoll add |
urgency.Political sources state that §
the family will take the final call on
who replaces Ajit Pawar. Senior rel-
atives are expected to meet within
the next one or two days and decide
the leadership plan. Party insiders
say every faction is prepared to
accept the name that the Pawar
family finalises.Pressure from with-
in the NCP is steadily building around
Sunetra Pawar. Many legislators and
senior figures want Sunetra Pawar to
become Maharashtra’s Deputy Chief
Minister and also guide the party. NCP
leaders have already placed a formal
proposal before Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis, seeking that
Sunetra Pawar be given leadership
responsibilities. Two meetings with the
Chief Minister are planned as part of
this effort. One round is scheduled for

around noon at the Chief Minister's
Varsha residence. Senior leader
Chhagan Bhujbal has already reached
Varsha for discussions, as the leadership
plan and succession question dominate
the agenda.Ajit Pawar's death has also
created a vacuum at a delicate moment
for the NCP. Talks to reunite the two
party factions had gathered pace, and
Ajit Pawar was central to that effort.
With Ajit Pawar gone, attention has
shifted to finding a successor who can
handle both government responsibility

Thursday afternoon,

30

JARUARY

Traffic movement in several parts
of central Delhi is expected to
remain affected on Friday due to
an official programme scheduled
at Mahatma Gandhi Smriti Sthal
on Martyrs' Day.According to the
police, the event will be attended
by senior dignitaries, prompting
heightened security arrangements
in the area.In view of the pro-
gramme, the Delhi Traffic Police
has issued a traffic advisory and
asked commuters to plan their
journeys in advance. Traffic diver-
sions will be implemented on an
"as per need" basis, depending on
the movement of dignitaries and
the prevailing security
situation.Police officials said traf-
fic restrictions and diversions may
be imposed between 9 am and 12
pm on Friday across several major
roads and surrounding stretches.
Key routes that may be affected

with another

Trac Restrictons An Diverso
As Ofl Progran

MARTYRS'

DAY personnel on
v1 M duty.Authorities

) CentralDe
Mo S, Che

(include:Motorists
~ are advised to avoid
these routes during
the scheduled hours
and follow traffic

have urged people to
use public transport
as much as possible
to reduce congestion.
Commuters  have
also been asked to
park vehicles only at
designated parking
areas and avoid stop-
ping on roadsides,
which could disrupt
traffic flow.The police further
advised citizens to stay alert and
immediately report any suspicious
object or person by calling the
emergency helpline  number
112.Martyrs' Day, also known as
Shaheed Diwas or Sarvodaya Day,
IS observed every year on January
30 to honour those who sacrificed
their lives for India's freedom. The
day marks the assassination of
Mahatma Gandhi in 1948.Gandhi
was shot by Nathuram Godse dur-
ing evening prayers at Gandhi
Smriti, then known as Birla House.
Fondly called Bapu, Gandhi
played a central role in India's
independence movement and is
remembered worldwide for his
principles of non-violence and
truth. His death anniversary is
observed across the country as
Mahatma Gandhi Punyatithi.

i | Tamil Nadu Po
Polls Are Helc

The political winds in Tamil Nadu continue
to blow in favour of the INDIA bloc, with
the latest India Today-CVoter Mood of the
Nation (MOTN) survey reaffirming the
state's status as one of the strongest bas-
tions of the opposition alliance. What role
will Vijay's TVK play if the polls are held
today?If Lok Sabha elections were held in
January 2026, the INDIA bloc is projected
to sweep 38 of the 39 seats in the state,
leaving the NDA with just one, the survey
says.

Tamil Nadu has long been a fortress for
regional parties aligned with the INDIA
bloc, and the survey suggests that this dom-

and party
organisation.According to
Kiran Gujar, who has known
Ajit Pawar since the mid-
1980s, the merger was
almost sealed. Gujar told PTI
that Ajit Pawar had spoken
about it just five days before
the fatal plane crash. Gujar
said Ajit Pawar was firm
about reunification and
believed the merger process
was complete and immi-
nent.Just days before the
accident, Ajit Pawar and
Sharad Pawar had discussed
uniting the two NCP fac-
tions. They agreed in princi-
ple to bring both camps together. Senior
leaders from each side then met to plan
a roadmap. They decided that the merg-
er would be announced immediately
after the district council
elections.Preparations were on for a for-
mal announcement on 8 February,
according to party sources. That date
was expected to mark a public declara-
tion of unity. With Ajit Pawar no longer
present, the same merger plan remains
on the table, but the leadership face of
the reunited NCP now appears open to

Today? Wi

L Y

Predictior

change.Sunetra Pawar currently serves
as a Rajya Sabha MP, while Ajit Pawar's
sons Parth Pawar and Jai Pawar are not
visible in frontline electoral politics.
Both sons are understood to assist in
organisational work. However, party
insiders say Sunetra Pawar, Parth Pawar
and Jai Pawar share limited direct elec-
tion experience at present.The political
calendar is adding pressure on the
Pawar family and the NCP. One Deputy
Chief Minister's post now lies vacant.
The Baramati Assembly seat, once rep-
resented by Ajit Pawar, will face a by-
election within six months. Many lead-
ers want Sunetra Pawar to contest
Baramati, lead the NCP, and also take
the Deputy Chief Minister
role.Baramati by-election urgency

Seat going to bypoll within six months,
leaders want Sunetra Pawar to
contestSenior NCP leaders Praful Patel
and Chhagan Bhujbal have already met
Sunetra Pawar to discuss the situation.
NCP leader Narhari Zirwal has publicly
demanded that she be made Deputy
Chief Minister, and there is also talk
that Sunetra Pawar could serve as inter-
im party president. For now, all camps
await the decision that the Pawar fami-
ly will announce.

S. What Happens [f
| Vijay's TVK Win?

inance remains intact. In the
2024 Lok Sabha elections, the
bloc had captured 39 out of 39
seats, a clean sweep that
underscored its grip on the
state's electorate. By August
N 2025, projections showed a
' slight dip to 35-36 seats, but
the January 2026 survey now
places the bloc back at 38
¢ seats, signalling a recovery
% and consolidation of sup-
port.This consistency high-
lights the INDIA bloc's ability
to translate its vote share into
seats effectively, even as the
political landscape shows
signs of churn.For the NDA,

Tamil Nadu remains a difficult terrain. The
latest survey projects just one seat, a
decline from the 2-3 seats estimated in
August 2025. Despite the NDA's national
momentum and its expanding footprint in
several northern and western states, Tamil
Nadu continues to resist its advances. TVK
alone accounts for 15% of this share, sug-
gesting that while the INDIA bloc domi-
nates seat projections, new entrants are
beginning to carve out space in Tamil

Nadu's political imagination. This rise,

however, has not yet translated into seats,
reflecting the state's entrenched bipolarity
between the INDIA bloc and the NDA.
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Inclla’s startup surge: A new Innovation powernouse

In less than ten years, India has transformed from
a budding startup landscape into the world’s third-
largest startup ecosystem, behind only the United
States and the United Kingdom, write Vinay
Pathak and Sandeep Joshi In just a decade, India’s
startup ecosystem has emerged as a powerful
driver of innovation, employment, and national
competitiveness. From a nascent startup scene,
India has exploded into one of the world’s most
dynamic and rapidly expanding startup ecosys-
tems.The numbers tell a dramatic story, where
from approximately 500 Government-recognised
startups in 2016, the count surged to over 1.59
lakh by 15 January 2025.This is not just develop-
ment, but represents a fundamental change in
India’s economic structure, making the country
the world’s third-largest startup hub, after the
United States and the United Kingdom. The pres-
ence of over 100 unicorns depicts the scale and
value being created within this vibrant ecosys-
tem.India’s startup boom, from 2014 to early
2025, is not just a result of entrepreneurial spirit
but the outcome of a powerful convergence — the
drive of Indian entrepreneurs coupled with proac-
tive government policies designed to nurture a
thriving ecosystem.This remarkable growth high-
lights the synergy between intentional policy and
organic innovation, unleashing hidden potential
across the nation. It demonstrates how focused
efforts have transformed ideas into successful
businesses, paving the way for India’s emergence
as a global startup hub.The exponential growth
trajectory of India’s startup ecosystem coincides
directly with the rollout of key government pro-
grammes and visionary leadership that removed
roadblocks and actively fostered innovation.
Launched in 2016, these initiatives provided a
structured framework that catalysed the entrepre-
neurial surge. Pivotal to this transformation was
the launch of the Startup India initiative in
January 2016.Envisioned as a flagship pro-
gramme, its core objective was to cultivate a start-
up culture, build a robust and inclusive ecosys-
tem, and fundamentally transform India into a

| earn

Beneath the surface-level diversity lies
a profound truth: the core principles
that govern human relationships are
remarkably consistent. These shared
values — truth, respect and fairness —
form the bedrock of civil society The
fundamentals of all personal dealings
and individual relationships, all over
the world, are remarkably similar.
Anywhere in the world, truth is upheld
as a cardinal principle, and everywhere
in the world, a line is considered
drawn between proper and improper. It
has nothing to do with which religion
one follows, what is the colour of
one’s skin, or what are one’s social
norms. Similarly, killing is considered
wrong, and so is taking something that
does not belong to you. The list can be
multiplied, and in all cases, there is a
universal value system that brooks no
distinction on account of language,
creed, or anything else.Put simply, the
unifying principles of humanity are
many and have withstood the test of
time through millennia, and no one has
found it worth his time to negate or
contradict these principles.It, therefore,
does not follow that there are no differ-
ences between one part of the globe or
another, or for that matter, all humanity
agrees on everything.There are differ-
ences of belief in matters of religion,
creed, and values of behaviour. In cer-
tain communities, polyandry is accept-
ed. In others, monogamy is considered
desirable.The enforcement of these
values is sometimes through written
laws enforceable by courts and, in cer-
tain cases, by social practices and

country of “job creators instead of job
seekers.”India’s visionary leadership has trans-
formed the nation from job-seekers to job
providers, reflecting its entrepreneurial spirit and
commitment to building a self-reliant, job-gener-
ating economy. It wasn’t just a slogan; it was
backed by a comprehensive Action Plan focusing
on Simplification, Funding, and Incubation. This
framework offered tax exemptions, simplified
compliance, and financial support to help early-
stage ventures overcome funding and regulatory
challenges.Simultaneously, the Government
launched the Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) in
2016, which fostered a culture of innovation
through initiatives like the Atal Tinkering Labs
and Atal Incubation Centres. These programmes
not only nurtured young talent but also created a
robust infrastructure that supported startups
across diverse sectors, including technology,
healthcare, and manufacturing. AIM’s focus on
nurturing creativity and research has played a cru-
cial role in strengthening the ecosystem and
preparing it for the future.In 2024, the Indian
Government made a transformative decision by
abolishing the angel tax in the Union Budget.
Introduced in 2012, this tax had acted as a signif-
icant obstacle for investors, discouraging invest-
ment by imposing levies on capital raised above
fair market value, often hindering critical funding
at vital stages. This step has cleared the way for a
more investor-friendly environment, fostering
growth and opportunity for startups across the
nation.The removal of this tax has been celebrat-
ed as a major step towards creating a more
investor-friendly environment, helping startups
access the funding they need to scale and suc-
ceed.The decision to abolish the angel tax, along-
side other reforms, showcases the Government’s
commitment to providing a conducive atmos-
phere for entrepreneurship to thrive. The growth
of India’s startup ecosystem has been far from
centralised. While traditional tech hubs like
Bengaluru, Hyderabad, and Gurugram remain
significant, a noticeable shift has occurred as

entrepreneurs from smaller cities and towns have
begun to make their mark.This democratisation of
innovation has been facilitated by the
Government’s push for a more inclusive startup
ecosystem that is accessible to a broader pool of
talent.Sectors like fintech, healthtech, and
agritech have emerged as hotspots for innovation,
with over 1,300 active tech startups added in 2022
alone. The Government has played a vital role in
fostering growth within these sectors, encourag-
ing investment and providing specialised support
to startups that address critical societal needs.For
instance, fintech startups have revolutionised
access to financial services, healthtech ventures
have improved healthcare delivery, and agritech
innovations have brought efficiency to the agri-
culture sector. Despite facing challenges like
funding slowdowns and hiring freezes, the
ecosystem demonstrated resilience. In 2023, India
added over 1,000 startups, including 400 in
emerging areas, underscoring the sector’s adapt-
ability. The journey of our nation from ancient to
modern India is a saga of remarkable achieve-
ments and milestones. It begins with the wisdom
of great saints, progresses through the profound
teachings of Swami Vivekananda and the
Upanishads, and extends to the strides of modern
innovation like the upagrah (satellite) and the

INng to learn a

of many nation-states.lIt is
therefore essential to
recognise that tolerance,
communication, and
respect for each other’s
practices are essential to
cohesive collective liv-
ing.There are, even
among nation-states, vari-
ations from monarchy
and more, across relative-
ly vast territories to small
existences of island
states.There are many
variations, and one must

beliefs, none of which go to a
court.The varieties are many, and the
practices often differ sharply. It is this
that makes the processes of legislation
important, and the norms must be
known to hold credence.This is the
birth of a civil society that has taken
the form of nation-states and various
national and international legislations
that make up the world order. In rea-
sonable reality towards this end, some
important steps have been taken, and
certain important steps are yet to be
undertaken to complete the cycle of
total cohesiveness of the civil variety.
This may take time to emerge.For the
present, it is important to register that
one must agree to accept differences as
a natural and essential part of global
existence. The nation-states present
one type of governance, and within the
nation-states, there can be differences
in ethnicity, practices, and norms.The
seeming diversity within an otherwise
unifying framework is the experience

learn to agree to disagree
and yet remain tolerant.This takes one
back to the fundamental beliefs of
accepting mutual dignity as a human
being and recognising that one must
not inflict one’s values on others.What
can be stated so simply can become
comparatively complicated to practise,
and these are the roots of much con-
flict which takes place even in civil
states. Understanding the anatomy of
conflict, therefore, requires a need for
a concurrent understanding of the prac-
tice of the principles of ‘live and let
live’.Perhaps this should be made a
part of each child’s learning before the
child grows into adulthood. The pres-
ent stage of learning through different
stages of school and colleges empha-
sises knowledge acquisition. There is
nothing wrong with that. What is need-
ed, however, is the recognition that one
has to let others live to be able to live
oneself peacefully and happily.These
are lifestyle learnings and not knowl-

evolution from the traditional Kumbh Mela
to the Startup Kumbh Mela. Each chapter
of this journey stands as a powerful testa-
ment to our nation’s relentless hard work,
groundbreaking innovation, and unwaver-
ing self-reliance.India is now rapidly
emerging as a global leader in fostering
sustainable, innovative, and thriving start-
ups. As reported by the Press Information
Bureau (PIB) on 16 January 2025, the
country commemorates nine years of
Startup India, a game-changing initiative
launched in 2016. National Startup Day
marks a key milestone in India’s entrepre-
neurial journey.Startup India, launched
under the leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, has become a cornerstone
of national innovation and growth. It has champi-
oned the entrepreneurial spirit across the country,
empowering thousands to explore creativity and
innovation. As a result, India has become the
third-largest  startup  ecosystem in the
world.India’s startup story is a testament to the
indomitable entrepreneurial spirit of New India.
Since 2016, our vision has been to drive innova-
tion, provide financial support, and nurture bud-
ding businesses. In just under a decade, ideas
have evolved into industry giants, and dreams
have become tangible realities.Today, India
stands tall, not only as a hub for technology but as
a beacon of progress across diverse sectors. Our
achievements in areas like vaccination further
reflect our scientific prowess and societal
resilience.Inspired by the principles of
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam (the world is one fami-
ly) and Na Phaleshu Kadachana (focus on action,
not results), India continues to grow with values
at its core. Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s push
for “Vikas bhi, Virasat bhi” (growth and heritage,
hand in hand) defines today’s India — which is
modern and aspirational, yet deeply rooted in its
rich traditions and culture.India’s story is not just
one of economic expansion, but a journey of pur-
pose, passion, and progress.

nd live

edge learnings. It is, therefore, neces-
sary to keep re-examining the funda-
mentals of educational systems and
values which make coexistence not
only desirable but feasible.Put simply,
a recognition of individual identities is
useful, but a recognition of the other
person’s right to that living is also a
must. For the physically powerful,
adopting a stance of dominance, asser-
tion, and compulsion is easy.There has
to be self-restraint in recognising how
this i1s a must if the other person also
needs to have the same spaces for life
as one wants for oneself.The long and
short of it is not just the development
of the mind, not just the development
of one’s might, but also the develop-
ment of one’s patience, one’s under-
standing, and how necessary it is to
respect each other’s identity. A mar-
riage, and a family, are the basic unit
of the constitution of a civil society,
and it is important to inculcate these
values at the core of these institu-
tions. This can be best done by example
and by reflection that the other person
has the same right as one wants for
oneself.It is a happy truth that civilisa-
tional values have progressively
advanced in that direction. That there
are notable exceptions is understand-
able.Perhaps dealing with it with
patience and purpose is the way for-
ward. It takes time but can be done
with positive practices in the family
and positive values in collective places
like schools and elsewhere. The direc-
tion is non-negotiable, and the attempt
Is worth its effort.
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