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Lion with its majestic looks in Manes and
Elan and Tiger with its grace and gorgeous
persona have made the wild world awe-inspir-
ing and beautiful and India is fortunate to
have them both thanks to our culture and
nature-loving people. The Gujarat Forest
Department recently announced the results of
the 16th Lion census carried out earlier this
month in May 2025. The population of Lions
in the last five years jumped from 674 in 2020
to 891 now. It is an incredible increase of 32
per cent. Out of this 384 are in Gir National
Park, Gir and Panis Sanctuary in Sasangir
spread over 1410 sq km area (258.7 sq km in
National Park and 1051.6 sq km in
Sanctuary). The rest 340 almost 44 per cent
Lions now live outside the Gir protective area
network. The success of the Tiger, Lion and
elephant is a remarkable example of the con-
servation of wildlife in the world and proves
the professional mettle of foresters especially
the field foresters who never hog the limelight
and work silently in difficult interior areas
devoid of basic civic amenities. The journey
of conserving this majestic animal shows that
Amreli District has shown the highest count
of 257 lions. For the first time, 17 Lions were
noticed in Barda sanctuary also. For the past
26 years from 205 in 1979-80, Lions now
have a very viable population of 891 which
opens up doors for scientific discussions so
that its future management can be ensured
with the support and cooperation of commu-
nities. The large increase in population will

Asllent t

While Delhi claims strategic success, key
questions linger: Was nuclear escalation
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1
pose a management challenge of creating new
habitats in the next 10 years when the popula-
tion may go up sizably. The recent killing of a
forest ranger by a Tiger in Ranthambore
National Park has thrown a challenge to
wildlife and forest experts on how to deal with
the increasing population of carnivores like
Tigers and Lions when we breach their habit
of natural hunting instinct of searching for the
prey.Wildlife and forest conservation received
a big boost after the enactment of the Wildlife
Act 1972 and the Forest Conservation Act
1980. The ‘Project Lion’ launched in the year
2020 has helped in the big rise in the Lion
population and especially with the 27 per cent
increase in the female population the chances
of a further rapid increase in population are
expected. Under Project Lion the Gujarat
Forest Department focused on improving the
habitat, Global positioning systems, use of
magnetic sensor grids and the use of radio col-
lars and camera traps thus monitoring the pop-
ulation effectively. The Lion census (unlike in
the case of the Tiger census where pugmark
and camera traps are used), is more authentic
because direct Beat Verification was carried
out by the staff by using robust scientific
methods and dividing the area into regions,
zones and sub-zones. For the future manage-
ment of wildlife, it is necessary to analyse the
geographic reach of the Asiatic Lion. It was
widely spread in Asia from Saudi Arabia to
Iran to Pakistan to Central and Western India
and Bengal till the 19th century. In 1900 only

umph or strategic

ever imminent? Who brokered the cease- [

fire? As media hails a new deterrence era,

critics warn that silent victories may sow
deeper uncertainties Op Sindoor may have [&
moved from Page One to Page Three. But |

it won’t go away as PR people are making |

hay while the sun shines. In the 90-hour [

non-contact aerial skirmish,
tary performance is being hailed by
Western experts as ‘if not a victory, setting
new benchmarks in precision strikes,

deterrence domination and escalation con-

trol’. India, for the first time, achieved its
stated objective with evidence of destroy-
ing terrorist infrastructure in the heart of
Punjab, Pakistan and PoK in an unprece-
dented stand-off battle between two
nuclear-armed nations. The IAF had to pri-
oritise its counter-air operations between
first neutralising Pakistan’s air defence
network and targeting terrorist hideouts as
tasked.The limited political objective was
achieved without deviation but with a
bonus by inflating deterrence by punish-
ment. By keeping the conflict limited and
not inflicting further attrition of
Rawalpindi’s key military assets, Delhi
showed strategic restraint. As Pakistan
stole the battle of narratives, two different
versions of the skirmish are available —
that’s how Rawalpindi is celebrating victo-
ry, promoting Gen Asim Munir to Field
Marshal.No clarity is obtained about any
nuclear trigger. President Trump has not
ceased claiming at least eight times, US
intervention to avert a bad nuclear war. No
evidence is forthcoming about nuclear sig-
nalling during the skirmish. Doubts about
who brokered the cease-fire have been
cleared. Delhi claims it was done bilateral-
ly with Pakistan DGMO approaching his
Indian counterpart.But recall Islamabad
had held in abeyance all bilateral treaties
as part of its non-kinetic retaliation to
Delhi suspending IWT. Further, the IAF

India’s mili- |

has W|thheld |ts cor#k;at Iosses mcludlng
aircraft. The Government has institution-
alised its policy on silence. No parliamen-
tary debate is likely on the military crisis,
as in the past the Government had said it
would affect the morale of troops and
undermine national security. India is the
only democracy that has prohibited discus-
sion in Parliament — none after Uri surgi-
cal strikes, Balakot air strikes, Galwan
fisticuffs and Op Sindoor. Yet, it will
secure political dividends outside
Parliament, hailing Prime Minister Modi’s
leadership, while his sycophants have
already launched publicity campaigns,
including distasteful comments like the
armed forces are at his feet; it was Modi’s
Sena after Uri and on women. This time
the plan is to extend Tiranga Yatra to year
end to include Bihar elections. Op Sindoor
will further politicise the military, endan-
gering its professional, secular and apoliti-
cal hallmarks. But new age warfare mili-
tary leadership doesn’t seem to mind.
Coercive diplomacy has two strands: coer-
cion and the use of force to change
Pakistan’s congenital disease of waging
CBT to keep Kashmir alive. At Kargil,
India relied on the military backed by
diplomacy. In Op Parakram, coercive
diplomacy was supported by military
mobilisation and the threat of war. During

Jtatlon saars showcas
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about 100 lions were surviving. But this
courageous animal living in groups called
‘prides’ was mercilessly easily hunted by
cowards as they were easy targets to proclaim
their so-called bravery in killing animals like
Tigers and Lions. The Princely states used to
invite Britishers for hunting expeditions and
these people decimated a large population of
Lions and Tigers. The Prides live in a well-
defined territory and defend it. Over the years
the habitat of the Lion in India deteriorated
and the population shrunk to only around a
dozen in the Gir Forest of Gujarat which was
a part of the hunting area of Nawab of
Junagarh. The 400 species of flora of decidu-
ous scrub/forests (the best habitat for Lion)
and perineal rivers like Hiran, Shetranji,
Shingoda, and Dhatarwadi have played a cru-
cial part along with Maldharies in conserving
Lion in the Sasangir area. A few years ago, the
Government of India tried to create another
habitat for the Lion in Madhya Pradesh but
the Gujarat Government did not agree to the
translocation.The country has made a name
for itself in the international arena by conserv-
ing its bio-diversity heritage despite a popula-
tion of more than 143 billion. We have all the
ecosystem’s flagship species like the Lion,
Tiger, Leopard and now the Cheetah. As the
population of these carnivores is increasing,
we need to ensure that the prey base for these
species in forest areas does not shrink and the
habitat is not fragmented. The euphoria of the
Tiger and Lion census can not hide the precar-

—= Uri, Balakot and Sindoor, mil-
; tary force dominated.
| Pakistan’s military, which has
Inever been under civilian con-
rol except briefly after defeat
dand surrender in 1971, has not
#abandoned Kashmir. Delhi has
Hattempted to change the
| Pakistan military’s behaviour
{either by coercion (including
{three imposed wars) or diplo-
idmacy. Munir’s fiery speeches
« before the Pahalgam carnage

i

On Kashmir Solidarity Day,
February 5, Munir said: “We have fought
three wars over Kashmir. We will fight
another ten if required.” India’s non-kinet-
ic measures are proving effective but, sur-
prisingly, diplomacy lagged 15 days
before the launch of Op Sindoor. Again,
between May 7 and 10, diplomacy went
into static while Pakistani ministers were
giving interviews to BBC, CNN and Al
Jazeera. Delhi’s diplomatic outreach was
too little too late. The seven politico-diplo-
matic teams will certainly earn goodwill,
not active support in the UN. Islamabad
too has sent out its teams to counter
Delhi’s diplomatic offensive. Most of the
international community is suffering from
terrorism fatigue; the scourge has been
contained. The wars in Ukraine and Gaza
instead are grabbing headlines. So any
preaching on terrorism by Indian diplo-
mats will sway only a few in India’s
favour.Their support for Delhi is for the
right to self-defence — not condemnation
of Islamabad. Each country operates in the
exercise of its self-interest, exposing the
reality of India’s strategic autonomy.
Except for Israel’s unqualified support,
US, Russia and UK support is muted and
issue-based. UK Foreign Secretary David
Lamy visited Islamabad after Op Sindoor
and said: “US and UK are working togeth-
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ious conditions of our natural forests as the
Forest Survey India’s 2023 State of Forest
Report has candidly shown that regeneration
in 48 per cent of the natural forests is inade-
quate and almost 46,000 hectares of forests
have no tree growth.One of the direct impacts
of forest degradation is in shrinking water lev-
els in rainfed rivers like Narmada, and
Godavari which survive on good natural
forests. The use of water for irrigation and
hydel projects is also reducing water in rivers.
Groundwater recharge of aquifers also is
affected by a lack of regeneration and defor-
estation. Similarly, the shrinking Glaciers are
reducing water in our glacier-fed rivers like
Ganga. According to Global Forest Watch,
India has lost 2.3 million hectares of forest
since 2000. This includes 4,14,000 hectares of
humid primary forest from 2002 to 2023 and
in 2024, India lost 18,200 hectares of primary
forest. The forest officers though working
hard enough barring a few young officers
have been succumbing to bureaucratic and
political pressures. The politicians regard
them as road blockers in their vision of satis-
fying their vote bank and in governance with-
out genuine political backing no cadre can
work independently. One fine example is the
way the Forest Rights Act 2006 is being
implemented by the Tribal Affairs Ministry
without having any cap on the date of applica-
tion. It means you continue to encroach on
forests and we are here to regularise it under
the Act. This is not only detrimental to conser-

gamnle?

er for enduring ceasefire and dialogue is
happening.” So who can say India and
Pakistan are not re-hyphenated and
Kashmir not internationalised? Why India
took its neighbourhood for granted is
unclear. Not one country has unequivocal-
ly backed India’s kinetic response while
supporting its fight against terrorism.
Foreign Minister Jaishankar has made
some elucidations: first about informing
Pakistan about the specificity of India’s
targeting during the Kinetic response on
May 7. He said: “Strikes were only against
terrorist infrastructure, not the Pakistan
military so it could stay out (but it chose
not to).” On May 17, he stated unambigu-
ously that Delhi informed Pakistan about
targets “at the start of the operation”,
which was later corrected by MEA to read
“Indian DGMO informed his counterpart
at end of initial operation.” On the next ter-
rorist attack being regarded as an “act of

ar” Jaishankar said: “Another terrorist
attack like Pahalgam.” But no two attacks
are similar. He has emphatically denied
any third-party role in any mediation,
alluding to the US and UK.Finally, after
years of insisting that terror and talks will
not go together, he relented, saying: “We
will talk — but only about terrorism and
Kashmir, only return of PoK.” Every
India—Pakistan crisis except during this
BJP Government has led to dialogue.
Intelligence and operational failures must
not be overlooked. The four Pahalgam ter-
rorists have still not been accounted for.
Two additional brigades are deployed.
Three terrorist encounters have taken place
since Pahalgam. Pakistan’s warning of
revenge after the explosions in Jaffer
Express in Balochistan, attributed to India
before Pahalgam, was ignored. The new

sion to the IB chief, like Munir’s promo-
tion — should not mask failures. Non-
Kinetic measures, including dialogue, will
be more effective than the new normal.
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India faces sweltering summer ahead

The early onset of extreme heat, echoing
patterns seen in 2022, signals a worrying
shift in climate trends and raises urgent
concerns for public health, agriculture, and
energy infrastructure across North
IndiaNorth India is experiencing a severe
heatwave much sooner than anticipated
this year. On Monday, 7th April, Delhi
recorded its first heatwave of the season,
with the temperature at the Safdarjung
Observatory reaching 40.2°C. The India
Meteorological Department (IMD) has
released a yellow alert for the national cap-
ital and recommended that residents take
essential precautions. Different areas of
the city recorded even elevated tempera-
tures, with Ridge and Aya Nagar stations
noting 41°C, while Palam and Lodhi Road
logged approximately 39°C. As per the
IMD, the heatwave thresholds were for-
mally reached at three prominent weather

How protectionism fuels econom

From ancient Rome to modern America,
the impulse to wall off economies in
times of crisis has proven consistently
disastrous. Whether through tariff wars,
currency debasement, or autarkic fan-
tasies, economic nationalism has repeat-
edly triggered collapse — not recovery

stations — Safdarjung, Ridge, and Aya
Nagar — indicating the beginning of
Delhi’s first significant heat event of the
year.What’s concerning is the timing.
Usually, Delhi surpasses the 40°C thresh-
old in the second half of April. This year,
the limit was surpassed in early April,
echoing the pattern of 2022 when the ini-
tial heatwave occurred on 8th April. These
early occurrences indicate a significant
change in weather patterns and evoke seri-
ous worries for the upcoming months.
Predictions indicate that temperatures will
escalate in the upcoming days, with highs
anticipated to increase by an additional 2
to 4°C.A slight decrease in temperatures
could occur in the second week of April,
yet the overall seasonal forecast appears
bleak. The IMD’s forecasts for April to
June indicate a higher-than-average count
of heatwave days. This not only threatens

public health but also exerts significant
strain on agriculture, water resources, and
energy systems throughout the area.
Historically, heatwaves in India have
resulted in thousands of fatalities, with
certain years experiencing severe conse-

guences. In 1998, more than 2,500 individ-

uals perished from severe heat conditions
throughout North India, particularly in
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, and Orissa. The inci-

dent remains among the most severe heat- |

waves in India’s history, greatly impacting
impoverished rural communities that have
restricted access to cooling and water
resources. In 2002, approximately 1,030
fatalities were documented in Andhra
Pradesh, especially in coastal areas where
temperatures exceeded 48°C.A major heat-
wave in 2010 resulted in about 300 deaths
in Gujarat and Rajasthan. Ahmedabad
encountered several days with tempera-

Politicising structural economic funda- |

mentals always leads to chaos, as history |

tells us. In the early 1930s, American
President Herbert Hoover faced an ago-
nising decision.The global economy,
already reeling from the crash of 1929
and the calamity of the Great Depression,
presented Hoover with mounting
demands from his supporters for protec-
tionism as a means of shielding the
American economy from further harm.
Consequently, Hoover signed the
Smoot-Hawley Tariff Act into law in
1930 — a move that would intensify the
already dire global economic condi-
tions.This decision, widely criticised in
hindsight, set off a catastrophic chain
reaction, exemplifying the dangerous
allure of economic nationalism during
times of crisis. The lessons drawn from
this historic episode offer a sobering
reminder of the long-term dangers of
such policies, yet our leaders often fail to
learn from the past.The Smoot— Hawley
Tariff Act, enacted in 1930, was meant to
protect American industries — particu-
larly agriculture and manufacturing —
from foreign competition. Yet, as Charles
Kindleberger documented in The World
in Depression 1929-1939, the tariff’s
effects were disastrous. While it was
designed to support domestic production,
it ignited a trade war in which other
nations retaliated by imposing their tar-
iffs on U.S. goods. The resulting collapse
in global trade exacerbated the suffering
of millions.U.S. exports, which were
once a vital source of income for
American farmers and manufacturers,
fell precipitously. In 1929, exports stood
at $5.2 billion; by 1933, they had plum-
meted to just $1.7 billion. This shift not
only deepened the economic recession in
the United States but also reverberated
around the globe, extending the depres-
sion far beyond America’s borders.The
hidden story behind this decision is that
Hoover’s political and economic advisers
ignored the advice of economists who

petition signed by more than 1,000 econ-
omists warned that increasing tariffs
would lead to a trade war, stifling the
global economy and exacerbating unem-
ployment. Yet, Hoover prioritised his
political stability.The Smoot—Hawley
Act was a symptom of a broader failure
to understand the interconnectedness of
the world economy. Similarly, the global
recession following World War | revealed
the limitations of protectionism. In the
1920s, to stabilise war-torn economies,
many European countries embraced tar-
iffs to protect their nascent industries
from cheap imports. This short-term solu-
tion, while intended to stabilise national
economies, set the stage for a vicious
cycle of retaliation and economic isola-
tion. As Eric Hobsbawm noted in The
Age of Extremes: The Short Twentieth
Century, 1914-1991, “The interwar years
were a period of economic chaos, made
worse by the fragmentation of the global
economy into protectionist blocs.”What
we continue to see is that history repeats
itself — not out of inevitability, but
through the irony of humanity’s failure to
learn from its past. One of the earliest
examples of economic collapse, though
rarely discussed today, can be found in
the fall of the Roman Empire.As the
Roman Empire expanded in the 2nd cen-
tury CE, its need for resources grew
exponentially. To fund its vast military
and political apparatus, the Empire
engaged in what was effectively an early
form of debt accumulation and currency
debasement.Roman coins were frequent-
ly alloyed with cheaper metals, diluting
their value and triggering inflation. The
inability to stabilise the monetary system
contributed to the destabilisation of the

Empire’s economy, leading to a
systemic collapse that weakened
its ability to resist external pres-
sures. Edward Gibbon, in The
History of the Decline and Fall
of the Roman Empire, described
this economic turmoil as a result
of “extravagance in the public
“|and private sectors.”This pattern
of financial mismanagement, he
suggested, undermined the very
{foundations of the Empire,
|which could no longer bear the
~weight of excessive spending,
unsustainable taxation, and an inflated
currency.Similarly, the economic trou-
bles of ancient Greece offer a parallel
cautionary tale. During the
Peloponnesian War (431-404 BCE),
Athens, to fund its war effort, levied
excessive taxes and imposed strict trade
restrictions. This, combined with the
city’s overreliance on its navy and the
weakening of its internal markets, led to
an economic crisis that eventually con-
tributed to Athens’ defeat. Donald
Kagan, in The Peloponnesian War,
asserts that Athens’ failure to maintain a
balanced and open economic system,
while succumbing to protectionist pres-
sures, accelerated its downfall.He
describes the policy shifts as being root-
ed in “economic myopia,” where short-
term political goals trumped long-term
economic health —much as Hoover’s
short-term political calculations led to
the deterioration of the global economy
in the 1930s.While these ancient
economies were not directly connected in
the same way that today’s globalised
world is, their struggles show that the
same principles were at play.
Protectionist policies, whether in the
form of excessive tariffs, debt accumula-
tion, or restrictive trade practices —
repeatedly led to economic fragility.In
the 1980s, the global economy once
again found itself ensnared in a series of
crises, including the oil shock, stagfla-
tion, and the collapse of the Bretton
Woods system of fixed exchange rates.
The United States, under President
Richard Nixon, imposed wage and price
controls in a bid to address inflation — a
policy that proved ineffective and harm-
ful to the economy.Meanwhile, the oil

tures surpassing 46°C, leading to conver-
sations about managing urban heat.The
2015 heatwave ranked among the most
devastating in recent history, claiming
over 2,500 lives, with more than 1,700
occurring in Andhra Pradesh alone. Cities
such as Hyderabad, Khammam, and
Guntur experienced temperatures exceed-
ing 47°C for several consecutive days.

¢ collapse

embargo imposed by OPEC countries
pushed the price of oil to unprecedented
levels, leading to a global recession.In
the wake of these crises, countries once
again turned to protectionist policies in
an attempt to shield their domestic indus-
tries from the effects of global instability.
However, this cycle of protectionism and
economic isolation only served to exac-
erbate the global economic challenges —
much as it had in the 1930s.In this con-
text, President Trump’s trade war with
China and other nations, although they
were given a 90-day grace period, unlike
China — mirrors Hoover’s protectionist
actions and serves as a stark reminder of
the dangers of economic isolationism.
The pursuit of autarky (economic self-
sufficiency) is the most destructive eco-
nomic goal in recent history. As former
Secretary of the US Treasury, Larry
Summers told lan Bremmer, American
political scientist and author, it is the
“worst, most consequential self-inflicted
wound in US economic policy” since
World War 11.The escalating tariffs,
which aim to address trade imbalances
and protect American industries, could
have far-reaching consequences not just
for the US, but for the entire global econ-
omy. Paul Krugman has pointed out that
protectionist measures often lead to a
“race to the bottom,” where countries
retaliate with their tariffs, stifling trade,
increasing prices, and ultimately harming
consumers.The Great Depression, the oil
crises of the 1970s, the global debt crisis
of the 1980s, and the ancient economic
collapses of Rome and Athens serve as
grim reminders of the dangers of eco-
nomic isolationism and the failure to
recognise the interconnectedness of glob-
al systems. These historical episodes
accentuate a bitter reality: societies are
often destroyed not by external forces,
but through their internal failings.This
recurring theme of self-destruction, driv-
en by short-sighted political decisions
and economic nationalism, highlights the
failure to learn from history. To avoid
repeating past mistakes, global economic
policies must shift away from protection-
ism and embrace cooperation. However,
political short-termism today ensures we
risk repeating the errors that led to the
collapse of past civilisations.
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