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Srael Strikes [ran's Arak Heavy Water Reactor

Israel has attacked Iran's Arak heavy
water reactor, Iranian state television
said Thursday. The report said there
was "no radiation danger whatsoev-
er" and that the facility had already
been evacuated before the attack.The
State Department has begun evacuat-
ing nonessential diplomats and their
families from the US embassy in
Israel as hostilities between Israel
and Iran intensify and President
Donald Trump warns of the possibil-
ity of getting directly involved in the
conflict. A government plane evacu-
ated a number of diplomats and fam-
ily members who had asked to leave
the country Wednesday, said two US
officials who spoke on condition of
anonymity to describe sensitive
diplomatic movements.There was no
indication of how many diplomats
and family members departed on the
flight or how many may have left by
land routes to Jordan or Egypt. The
flight came shortly before US
Ambassador to Israel Mike
Huckabee announced on X that the

embassy was making plans for evac-
uations by plane and ship for private
American citizens. Hours after
Huckabee's tweet, however, the State
Department's Bureau of Consular
Affairs tweeted that "we have no
announcement about assisting private
US citizens to depart at this time"
from lIsrael or the Palestinian territo-

fies.The State Department didn't |8

explain the discrepancy but said in
response to questions that it is con-
sidering all options and "will alert the
US citizen community if there is
additional information to share
regarding departure options”. It
added that it is providing information
about routes out of Israel to
Americans who want to leave "by
their own means" and urged them to
go as soon as it's safe to do so. Of the
diplomats, the State Department said
earlier that "given the ongoing situa-
tion and as part of the embassy's
authorised departure status, mission
personnel have begun departing
Israel through a variety of

means"."Authorised
means that nonessential staff and the
families of all personnel are eligible
to leave at government expense. The
evacuations, comments from the
White House and shifting of
American military aircraft and war-
ships into and around the Middle
East have heightened the possibility
of deepening US involvement in a
conflict that threatens to spill into a
wider regional war. Trump has issued
increasingly pointed warnings about
the US joining lIsrael in striking at
Iran's nuclear programme, saying
Wednesday that he doesn't want to

departure”

carry out a US strike on the
Islamic Republic but suggesting
he is ready to act if it's
necessary.The State Department
also has steadily ramped up its
warnings to American citizens in
Israel and throughout the region,
mlincluding in lrag. Last week,
ahead of Israel's first strikes on
Iran, the department and the
Pentagon put out notices announc-
ing that the US embassy in Baghdad
had ordered all nonessential person-
nel to leave and that the Defence
Department had "authorised the vol-
untary departure of military depend-
ents from locations across the Middle
East.Those warnings have increased
as the conflict has intensified, with
the embassy in Jerusalem authorising
the departure of nonessential staff
and families over the weekend and
ordering remaining personnel to shel-
ter in place until further notice. The
embassy has been closed since
Monday and will remain shut
through Friday.

Israel’s precision warfare

Israel operates in the hush of calculated
silence. At the heart of this doctrine lies
Mossad, Israel’s legendary intelligence
agency, whose quiet efficiency and
chilling accuracy have turned modern
warfare into a ghost operationin a world
of noisy wars and chaotic battlefields,
Israel prefers silence. It doesn’t declare
war with megaphones — it whispers
through precision. It doesn’t drop
bombs in bulk — it strikes with surgical
clarity. And more often than not, it
leaves no trace, only questions and con-
sequences. The recent string of covert
attacks deep inside Iran has once again
shown that Israel’s sharpness is
unmatched.A top Iranian military com-
mander is gone — eliminated without a
single alarm. The Natanz nuclear facili-
ty, considered a cornerstone of Iran’s
nuclear ambitions, was hit again —
crippling not just infrastructure but
pride.In Gaza, Yahya Sinwar, the elu-
sive Hamas mastermind, was reportedly
killed in a tunnel strike. And all this
without a single Israeli boot crossing
the border. That is not just power. That
IS precision. At the heart of this lies
Mossad — Israel’s legendary intelli-
gence agency. It is not the biggest, but
arguably the most effective. Its agents
move through Tehran, Istanbul, and
Beirut with a ghostlike presence. Their
weapons aren’t just guns or gadgets —
but knowledge, timing, and
patience.They wait, they listen, and
when the moment is right — they strike.
Mossad has proven again and again that
no leader is too far, no secret too deep,
and no bunker too strong. What makes
these operations exceptional is the clar-
ity of purpose. Israel doesn’t carpet-
bomb cities. It doesn’t threaten entire

ta on defence innova-

tion than almost any
other country. Tel Aviv
and Haifa are not just
cities — they are incu-
bators of military tech
that shape tomorrow’s
wars today. Al-guided

missiles, cyber-espi-
onage systems,
autonomous drones,

and real-time target
validation tools
these are not concepts;
they’re deployed

populations. It identifies the threat,
maps the target, confirms it a hundred
times over, and then acts.That is why its
attacks leave the enemy stunned, their
infrastructure in ruins, and their narra-
tive shattered. The Pager strike in Gaza
was a classic case. No collateral dam-
age. Just the precise elimination of
high-ranking terrorists responsible for
the October 7 massacre.Each name had
a file. Each file had a face. And each
face had a timeline. That’s how Israel
operates with surgical certainty.
These aren’t mere airstrikes. They are
operations rooted in deep intelligence.
Inside Iran, Israeli assets have reached
the unthinkable — military high com-
mands, nuclear research labs, and polit-
ical circles.These aren’t James Bond
fantasies. They’re real. When Israel hits
a nuclear site in Natanz or assassinates
a nuclear scientist in the streets of
Tehran, it means Mossad was already
inside the room before the first shot was
fired.One must pause and admire the
technological backbone of these mis-
sions. Israel, though small, is a global
giant in R&D. It spends more per capi-

every day. In 2020,
when Iran’s top nuclear scientist
Mohsen Fakhrizadeh was assassinated,
it wasn’t a man with a gun who pulled
the trigger.lt was a remote-controlled
machine gun guided by satellite, pow-
ered by artificial intelligence, and
placed by Mossad. No agents were even
present. The target was eliminated with
zero noise. That’s 21st-century warfare
and Israel is writing the
manual.More importantly, Israel’s strat-
egy sends a message far louder than
explosions. It says: “We see you. We
know you. We will come for you—no
matter where you are.” That psycholog-
ical edge is priceless. It forces adver-
saries into defensive positions, makes
them second-guess every move, and
often, silences them without a fight.
And then there’s the Iranian dilemma.
For all its fiery rhetoric and televised
parades of missiles, when lIsrael strikes
Tehran, the only response is silence.
Because Iran knows — the moment it
retaliates recklessly, the next wave
won’t just be surgical. It might be
sweeping.What’s worse, if Iran does

nothing, it reveals to the world that its
much-hyped defence systems are just
paper tigers. One is reminded of the
first days of the US war on Irag. Over
200 jets flew silently into Baghdad and
dismantled Saddam Hussein’s elite
command within hours. Today, Israel
seems to be doing the same — on a
smaller but sharper scale.The question
now echoes across the Middle East:
Does Iran even have a defence system
that works? Israel’s brilliance lies in its
readiness. Its doctrine isn’t reactive —
it’s preemptive.Never again is not just a
phrase from history. It’s national policy.
The Jewish state, forged in the memory
of genocide, has vowed never to be
caught off-guard again. And it lives that
vow with every satellite pass, every
cyber scan, every Mossad mission.
Critics call it brutal. Others call it
genius. But none deny that it works.
When enemies fall mysteriously, when
nuclear dreams are shattered before
they’re born, and when even the world’s
most guarded leaders live in fear, the
fingerprint is often Israeli.This is not
just about warfare. It’s about a philoso-
phy: act smart, act first, and act only
when sure.In an age of drone wars and
digital surveillance, Israel has mastered
the art of the silent strike. And while the
world debates morality and legality,
Israel simply protects itself — with
chilling effectiveness; no one sees them
coming.No one hears them leaving. But
everyone feels the impact.That’s not
just intelligence. That’s legacy. That’s
Mossad. That’s Israel. In the end, one
truth remains — the sharpest swords are
not the loudest, but the most precise.
And today, lIsrael wields that sword
with unmatched mastery.



In India, the journey of a para-athlete
begins long before they set foot on a track,
court, or field — and it’s a journey often
paved with obstacles that have nothing to
do with sport. Their first battle is not
against an opponent, but against deep-seat-
ed societal prejudice, family skepticism
and systemic neglect In India, the journey
of a para-athlete begins long before they
step onto a track, court, or field.
Unfortunately, it often begins with hurdles
that have nothing to do with sport itself.
For many, whether they are living with a
physical disability, visual impairment, or
intellectual challenge, the first battle is
against deeply rooted prejudice. Families
may brand them a curse, society dismisses
them as a burden, and Government sys-
tems often treat them as liabilities rather
than potential champions.In such an envi-
ronment, sporting success is rarely deter-
mined by raw talent alone. The first — and
often most exhausting — contest is to defy
the assumption: “How can you even think
of playing this game, let alone winning?”
Breaking Stereotypes

When our organisation, Campaign for
Differently Abled, organised a privately
funded para-athletics meet at the
Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium in New Delhi, it
became an eye-opener for everyone who
attended.In India, para-sports receive min-
imal promotion, and even when people
hear of such events, attendance is sparse.
The prevailing belief is that it will not be
“real” competition or will be dull to watch.

How Al IS

As Bihar gears up for the Assembly
polls, the technology promises both
opportunity and peril: it can streamline
voter engagement and analyse public
sentiment, yet it also fuels the spread of
deepfakes,  misinformation, and
manipulationLast year was a high-pro-
file election year with 60 countries
going to the polls. This included India.
Artificial Intelligence played a promi-
nent role in predicting voter turnout,
identifying potential swing voters, voter
preferences, and optimising campaign
schedules for maximum impact. It was
hailed as the Al election year. As
Security Guru Schneier rightly pointed
out, democracy is not just about the out-
come, but the human process behind it.
Supporters claim Al is here to enhance
that process, not replace it. Al will come
into play again in India at the end of the
year during the Bihar Assembly polls.
Uttar Pradesh and Bihar are two critical
states, and political parties are closely
watching the scene to see who gets the
jackpot. Political parties, both national
and regional, are preparing for the
upcoming election. The ruling coali-
tion, Janata Dal (United) [JD(U)], seeks
to maintain its position, while the
Mahagathbandhan, under the leadership
of Tejashwi Yadav, is striving to gain
control of the government.Artificial
Intelligence is gradually influencing the
electoral landscape in India and around
the world, amid debates about whether
it is a curse or a boon.Voters are being
targeted using Al in various regions.
Notably, many unsuspecting voters are
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Many assume that seeing athletes run in
unconventional gaits, play basketball or
tennis in wheelchairs, attempt archery
without arms, or play blind cricket with a
ringing ball would lack the excitement of
watching the French Open or a T20 crick-
et match. Yet the reality is far more inspir-
ing. Over 200 visually impaired athletes
from across the country participated in our
one-day meet, competing in events such as
the 100m, 400m, 1500m, long jump, and
shot put. The raw energy, focus, and deter-
mination on display stunned the small
audience. It proved two things: first, that
India has immense untapped talent in para-
sports; and second, that opportunity — not
ability — is the real shortage.The lesson
was clear: Such events must become more
frequent and attract bigger audiences.
Each spectator leaves not only entertained
but also transformed, carrying stories of
grit and excellence into their own circles.
Changing mindsets begins here.

The Road Ahead

With India set to host the World Para-
Athletic Meet in Delhi in September 2025
and the Asian Para Games in Japan in
2026, the time to act is now. These events
present a chance to do more than just
increase our medal count — they can serve
as a platform to draw people with disabili-
ties out of isolation and into the sporting
arena. When a differently abled athlete
takes up a sport, they often change more
than their own life. They alter their fami-
ly’s perceptions, inspire their communi-

Shaping In
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ties, and create a ripple effect that reaches
others living in more challenging circum-
stances across the country.

Strategise and Invest

This begins with identifying:

Sports with the maximum medal opportu-
nities

Sports with low global participation
Disability categories with the highest
medal potential

For instance, India has only recently begun
training athletes in Boccia (a sport for
players with severe limb impairments) and
Goalball (for visually impaired athletes).
Boccia has been part of the Paralympics
since 1984, and Goalball since 1976, yet
we have neither the infrastructure nor spe-
cialised coaches for them. At the 2024
Paralympics, Boccia offered 11 medal
events, with Hong Kong winning three
gold and two silver medals. In Goalball,
Japan and Turkey clinched gold in the
men’s and women’s events respectively.
Why can’t India field a world-class team
in these disciplines?In Paris 2024, there
were 559 medal events across 22 sports,
offering 1,734 medals in total. India sent
just 84 athletes, competing in only about
15 per cent of these events — yet our
medal conversion rate was an impressive
34.5 per cent. This means that if we simply
doubled our participation, our medal tally
could multiply significantly. The top three
Paralympic medal — rich sports are
Athletics (522 medals), Swimming (423),
and Cycling (153). While India has

dia’s Elect

can make campaigns more efficient

and effective. However, they also
bring challenges. Al helps voters find
helpful information about candidates,
but it also spreads false information.
Many voters struggle to verify the
authenticity of the messages and calls
they receive. In the 2024 elections in
India, political parties used Al to cre-
ate fake audio and video endorse-
ments, satirical content, and false
propaganda that looked like it came

willing to believe the information or
misinformation they encounter. The
electoral activity worldwide has
reached new heights, coinciding with
rapid advancements in Al. This has
sparked serious discussions about how
Al might change political campaigns,
voter engagement, and electoral man-
agement.Political parties are using tech-
nology in new ways. For example, Al
was used to analyse voter sentiment,
predict voter turnout, and even create
personalised campaign messages.
India’s 2024 polls were hailed as Al
elections. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi uses the Al platform NaMo to talk
to voters and answer their questions in
real time. He also uses holograms to
speak at several rallies in different
places at the same time.This technology
enables Modi to reach more voters
without attending in person. The
upcoming Bihar elections will utilise
Al, which offers new ways to improve
political campaigns, such as targeted
advertising, analysing voter opinions,
and predicting voter turnout.These tools

from essential figures.Al can signifi-
cantly improve voter engagement, even
though it has some challenges. During
this time, only about 2 per cent of the
content created came from Al. This
small amount focused mainly on out-
reach and getting voters involved.This
shows a positive side of Al in elections
and suggests it can help connect voters
to the political process. Al chatbots are
an excellent way for candidates to con-
nect with voters personally, in addition
to using social media and messaging
platforms. Candidates can answer vot-
ers’ questions and address their con-
cerns directly. They can also note these
issues to improve their campaigns.
Political parties can send personalised
messages based on voters’ back-
grounds, voting history, and other rele-
vant factors. The 2024 polls served as a
testing ground for the future. The
results were not as shocking as many
predicted, but they showed significant
risks as the information continues to be
distorted. The 2024 Global Risks
Report highlights potential hazards
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From Being Challenged to Becoming a Challenge In Spor

improved in athletics, our participation in
swimming and cycling remains negligible
— and so do our medals in these sports.A
targeted plan should aim to double our
Paralympic medal tally to at least 58 at the
next Games. At the Asian Para Games, we
improved from 72 medals in Jakarta 2018
to 111 in Hangzhou 2023. Following this
trajectory, we should realistically aim for
150 medals. A disability-wise strategy is
equally important: identify which cate-
gories — physical, intellectual, or visual
impairments — have the most medal
events, and invest accordingly. Also, iden-
tify where performance has been weakest
and channel resources there.Private and
Government funding must be increased,
but efficiency and transparency are essen-
tial. While overall sports funding has
grown, para-sports still lag far behind,
especially in attracting private sponsor-
ships.

Build and Train

India must establish a world-class, disabil-
ity — focused sports training ecosystem,
similar to the China Disability Sports
Training Centre. This should be more than
just a stadium — it should be a fully acces-
sible living and training environment
designed to meet the daily needs of ath-
letes with disabilities. A happy and sup-
ported athlete has a far better chance of
success. This ecosystem should offer:
“Specialised courts and equipment for
Boccia, Goalball, wheelchair basketball,
and para-swimming

ral Future

such as Al-generated misinformation,
voter manipulation, and the erosion of
trust in the poll process.Al is used by
the Election Commission to enhance
poll management, streamline the elec-
tion process, and improve poll manage-
ment. However, with all the pros and
cons, there is a need for proper regula-
tion of Al in polls and other areas.As of
now, it is not much. Not only India but
also other countries held a conference
in the UK some time ago; India also
attended the conference. Recently, pre-
senting a case for proper regulations in
Al, the Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology reported to the
Delhi High Court about the dangers of
Al use and called for transparent rules
and disclosure of Al content. Al can be
helpful during elections in several
ways. For example, FiscalNote is a tool
that aids in policy-making. It can also
gather information from voters about
the policies they prefer.Similarly,
iISideWith allows candidates to learn
about themselves and see if they match
voters’ views.\oters can take quizzes to
find out which candidates align with
their beliefs. But the plus points are also
helpful in election management. It is
much cheaper to manage polls. It can
gather information from voters about
the policies they prefer. Al can help in
policy-making. Some believe Al will
eventually take over the world. As it
stands, with companies like Google and
Facebook, we have lost our privacy, and
it is unimaginable what might happen if
Al controls everything.
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