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

  

      

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

        
      
 
        

       
     




         

       
      
       
         
      



      
       
        
      
       
        

         
        

        
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        

        
         



      
        

     
        
     

       


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

   
    
    
    
   
    
   
   
    
     
   
    
   
    
    
     

    
  
   
    
   


    
  
   
    
     



    

     
     

    
     
 





     
    
    
   



    
      
     


    
    


    
    
    

  




    
    




 
    




 
 

 


    
     
     

    
      


     
     
    


    

     

     

   
     
    






 
        
       

     
 

     
     


    
   
     


   
      
      
    

 
       




  
        
       
         
      

        
      
     

        
      
      

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    


   

   
     
     
    
   



      

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   
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    
   
   

  
  
    
   
   
    

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
       
        
 
        

  
   

 
       

        

      
        
       

     
        
       
         


      

 
        
      
        

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      
   



 
        



       

        
        
 
        

       

 
      
        

      
      
       
       
         
        

       

        
      
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        
         
         








        

      
        
   

 
         


  


       
 
        
      

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

  
         
        

         
      
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      
        
        
      
        


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     

        
      
       
     



       


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      
       

       
       
      
      
 

 
             

      
       
 
      
     

       
     
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
       
         
         


         
      

          



         


         
           

        
        
       

          
         

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The unfinished journey of India–China relations
From the optimism of Panchsheel to the
shadows of the 1962 war, the story of the
Dragon and the Elephant is one of trust
gained and lost, of cooperation in multilat-
eral arenas, and of a shared yet often con-
flicting vision for Asia’s futureThe rela-
tionship between India and China, two of
the oldest civilisations in the world, has
been a saga marked by both shared history
and contentious moments. As the two
nations now celebrate the Platinum Jubilee
of their diplomatic ties, the journey of their
complex relationship reveals a fascinating
story of aspirations, trust, mistrust, and
evolving geopolitical realities.When India
and China first established diplomatic ties
in 1950, it was a moment of promise. India
was the first non-socialist country to for-
mally recognise the People’s Republic of
China (PRC) following its establishment
after a bloody civil war. India, under the
leadership of Jawaharlal Nehru, was
focused on promoting a vision of peaceful
coexistence and non-alignment during the
Cold War. Nehru saw a future where the
two Asian giants could cooperate to
achieve regional peace and stability. This
vision was encapsulated in the Panchsheel
Agreement signed in 1954, based on five
guiding principles: respect for territorial
integrity, mutual non-aggression, non-
interference in each other’s internal affairs,
equality and mutual benefit, and peaceful
coexistence.The relationship, however,
was fraught with challenges from the start.
China’s refusal to honour the McMahon
Line, which demarcated the border
between Tibet and India, and its invasion
of Tibet in 1950, created early tensions.
India, under Nehru’s leadership, viewed
China’s expansionist ambitions with
increasing suspicion.The fact that India
offered sanctuary to the Dalai Lama,
Tibet’s spiritual leader, following an upris-
ing in Tibet in 1959, was seen by China as
a direct affront to its sovereignty. Beijing
accused India of meddling in its internal
affairs, especially over the Tibet issue, and
the relationship began to sour.Nehru, ever
the optimist, sought to engage with China
diplomatically. He believed that forging
closer ties would help India address its
security concerns and create a stable,
peaceful environment in Asia.However,
the signing of the Panchsheel Agreement
in 1954 did not resolve the underlying
issues. By the early 1960s, border skir-
mishes between Indian and Chinese forces
were becoming increasingly frequent.The
situation escalated in 1962, leading to the

war that India would later describe as a
crushing defeat. In just a matter of weeks,
India lost over 3,000 soldiers and territory
in Aksai Chin — an area China had
already occupied by the time of the con-
flict. The defeat left deep scars in the
Indian psyche and marked the lowest point
in India–China relations. Over the years,
both nations struggled to reconcile their
differences. In the aftermath of the 1962
war, the relationship remained largely
antagonistic for decades, with distrust
growing over time. Even as the world
around them shifted dramatically, with the
Cold War coming to an end, the rise of
globalisation, and China’s economic liber-
alisation — India and China found them-
selves caught in the crosscurrents of glob-
al politics. China’s increasing engagement
with the West, especially the United States,
was viewed with suspicion in India, espe-
cially as India cultivated deeper ties with
the US in the 21st century. The early opti-
mism of Panchsheel began to fade as both
countries realised that their interests in
Asia and on the global stage — were often
at odds.In the 1980s, Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi’s visit to China in 1988 marked a
thaw in bilateral relations. China’s eco-
nomic reforms under Deng Xiaoping were
yielding positive results, and India, too,
was opening up its economy. Gandhi, in
his visit to China, reaffirmed India’s stance
on territorial integrity, especially over dis-
puted areas like Aksai Chin.Despite the
thaw, however, the spectre of the 1962 war
continued to hover over the relationship,
and issues such as the status of Tibet, the
Dalai Lama, and China’s growing influ-
ence in Asia remained unresolved. In the
years that followed, both countries began
to recognise the importance of cooperating
in global forums. The rise of BRICS
(Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South
Africa) in the 2000s highlighted the grow-
ing significance of emerging economies on
the global stage. Yet, even as China and
India engaged in multilateral settings like
BRICS and the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO), their bilateral ties
were continually tested.For China, the
SCO provided a platform to assert its lead-
ership in Central Asia and, by extension,
its influence over the Global South. For
India, the organisation offered a way to
engage with its neighbour while simulta-
neously countering China’s growing
assertiveness in the region. The SCO,
however, could never completely shield
the two nations from the larger geopoliti-

cal currents that often drove them apart.As
China’s economic power and military
capabilities grew, India’s strategic posi-
tioning within the global order became
more important. China’s Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) presented both opportuni-
ties and challenges for India. While China
promised infrastructure investment across
the developing world, including in South
Asia, India expressed concerns over the
so-called “debt-trap diplomacy” that came
with these investments.India feared that
Chinese loans to smaller countries could
lead to unsustainable debt burdens, even-
tually giving China undue political lever-
age. India’s concerns were particularly
acute in Sri Lanka, Pakistan, and other
neighbouring countries, where Chinese
investments were seen as part of a broader
strategic move to establish Chinese domi-
nance in South Asia.The issue of the Dalai
Lama continues to be a thorn in the side of
Sino–Indian relations. For India, offering
sanctuary to the Dalai Lama has been a
symbol of its support for the Tibetan
cause. For China, however, the Dalai
Lama remains a figure of contention —
seen as a challenge to its sovereignty over
Tibet.In recent years, as India has taken a
stronger stance on human rights and has
deepened its strategic ties with the West,
China has become increasingly critical of
India’s stance on Tibet and other
issues.India’s rising ties with the US have
further complicated its relationship with
China. The two countries’ growing strate-
gic partnership — especially in the context
of the Indo–Pacific — has led to increas-
ing tensions between Beijing and New
Delhi. China’s growing assertiveness in
the South China Sea, its Belt and Road
Initiative, and its growing military pres-
ence have placed India in a difficult posi-
tion.Despite attempts at dialogue, there is
an undeniable tension between India’s
desire for a more secure and independent
global role and China’s pursuit of regional
and global dominance.In the past two

decades, both India and China have had to
grapple with the geopolitical realities of an
interconnected world. India’s participation
in BRICS and the SCO, its deepening ties
with the US, and its increasingly assertive
stance in regional and global politics have
put it at odds with China’s ambitions.
Meanwhile, China’s global footprint has
only expanded, further complicating bilat-
eral ties.The Dragon and the Elephant,
once bound by common aspirations of
peace and prosperity, now find themselves
facing a more competitive and uncertain
future. As the two countries celebrate the
Platinum Jubilee of their diplomatic ties,
the relationship between India and China
remains as complex as ever.While cooper-
ation in multilateral forums like BRICS
and SCO continues, unresolved issues,
mincluding border disputes, the Tibet
question, and the growing competition for
global influence — continue to challenge
the bilateral relationship.The journey of
the Dragon and the Elephant is far from
over, and it remains to be seen whether
these two great nations can navigate their
differences and work toward a future of
peaceful coexistence or if history will con-
tinue to repeat itself.Yet, the geopolitical
realities of the 21st century present an
opportunity for these two giants, often
described as the “Dragon” and the
“Elephant”, to transform their cooperation
into a force capable of reshaping global
power dynamics.As emerging economic
powers, India and China have the potential
to create a partnership that could challenge
existing global structures and bring about a
new era of economic collaboration, tech-
nological innovation, and global influ-
ence.The comparison to a “sleeping giant”
is fitting in this context: just as China’s rise
was once predicted to “shake the world”,
the cooperation between India and China
holds the potential to disrupt and transform
the global order.If both nations can over-
come their historical grievances and align
their interests, their combined influence in
global forums such as BRICS and the
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO)
could lead to an era where their collective
strength could rival any other power
bloc.The future of their relationship, while
uncertain, offers a tantalising possibility: if
the Dragon and the Elephant truly cooper-
ate, they could shake the world in ways
that extend far beyond their regional bor-
ders — creating a new, more balanced
world order.

The Pamban Bridge is a powerful testament to the spirit of a new India
This is the New India we live in today — an
India that no longer apologises for its past, yet
is boldly committed to progress, innovation,
and forging meaningful connections with the
modern world. In a monumental step towards
engineering excellence and spiritual connec-
tivity, Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugu-
rated the New Pamban Bridge in
Rameswaram on the auspicious occasion of
Ram Navami. This architectural marvel — the
first vertical lift sea bridge in India — not
only symbolises the seamless integration of
tradition and technology but also stands as a
proud testament to New India’s relentless pur-
suit of innovation.The New Pamban Bridge,
spanning 2.08 kilometres with 99 spans and a
central vertical lift span of 72.5 metres, is a
spectacular feat of modern engineering. With
an investment of over Rs 550 crore, this
bridge connects Rameswaram — an ancient

pilgrimage site — to the Indian mainland.The
vertical lift mechanism can raise the bridge
deck up to 17 metres, allowing the passage of
large ships. This capability positions India
among a select group of nations with such
advanced infrastructure. Equipped to handle
dual railway tracks and designed with a spe-
cial polysiloxane coating for long-term
resilience against the corrosive marine envi-
ronment, the New Pamban Bridge represents
a blend of robust functionality and future-
readiness.The original Pamban Bridge, built
in 1914 by British engineers, served as a life-
line for over a century. It was a cantilever
bridge featuring a Scherzer rolling lift mecha-
nism that allowed ships to pass. Over time,
marine corrosion and growing transportation
needs highlighted the need for a stronger,
smarter structure.In 2019, the Modi govern-
ment approved the construction of this

replacement, entrusting the project to Rail
Vikas Nigam Limited (RVNL), a Navratna
PSU under the Ministry of Railways.Now,
the new structure stands not only as a replace-
ment but as a remarkable upgrade — one that
signals India’s emergence as a global player in
infrastructure development.Prime Minister
Modi’s inauguration of the New Pamban
Bridge, coupled with the flagging off of the
Rameswaram–Tambaram Express train,
reflects a broader national narrative — one
where development is deeply intertwined with
cultural and spiritual heritage.On Ram
Navami, as devotees across the country cele-
brated the birth of Lord Ram, the launch of
this bridge served as a symbolic gesture: unit-
ing devotion with dynamism, faith with func-
tionality.Under Prime Minister Modi’s leader-
ship, India has been ticking off one technical
milestone after another — be it the world’s

highest rail bridge in Jammu & Kashmir, the
Atal Tunnel in Himachal Pradesh, or the roll-
out of Vande Bharat trains.The New Pamban
Bridge joins this league of transformative
infrastructure, reaffirming the nation’s resolve
to modernise without losing touch with its
roots. The message is clear: New India is not
just building bridges of steel and concrete; it
is also building bridges of trust, tradition, and
transformation. With every project, it is
asserting its place on the global stage — not
by imitating the West, but by setting its own
benchmarks.As the sun rises over the sacred
shores of Rameswaram, the New Pamban
Bridge gleams not just as a symbol of connec-
tivity, but as a beacon of a nation on the move
— where devotion meets development, and
where the future is already under construc-
tion.
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Reimagining higher education
As we near the 100th year of independ-
ence, India stands on the cusp of a historic
leap empowered by knowledge. What we
need is an education system that not only
trains the head and hands, but also inspires
the heartAs India marches toward the cen-
tenary of its independence in 2047, the
vision of Viksit Bharat — a self-reliant,
inclusive, and developed nation — places
education at the very heart of its transfor-
mation. Higher education is not merely an
instrument for economic growth but a
vehicle for intellectual evolution, cultural
continuity, and moral clarity.It must not
only equip youth with market-ready skills
but also shape them into conscious citi-
zens, ethical leaders, and visionary
thinkers. The dream of a developed India
extends far beyond infrastructure or GDP
— it rests on harnessing the true wealth of
the nation: its people. To unlock this
potential, we need a complete reimagining
of the spirit, structure, and purpose of edu-
cation — an ecosystem that encourages
critical thinking, creativity, life skills,
global perspectives, and deeply rooted
human values. A nation’s future is scripted
in its classrooms. For a country that boasts
the world’s largest youth population, edu-
cation is not a sector — it is the soul of its
progress. It bridges the gap between aspi-
ration and achievement, between demo-
graphic potential and democratic excel-
lence. As such, education must receive
central focus in policy, investment, and
innovation.While India’s premier institu-
tions are gaining global recognition, there
remains an urgent need to universalise
quality education, particularly in rural and
underserved regions. The National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020, with its
goal to raise the Gross Enrollment Ratio
(GER) to 50 per cent by 2035, marks a piv-
otal step. Yet access alone is not the desti-
nation; excellence must accompany
expansion. Every learner, regardless of
socioeconomic or geographic background,
must have a genuine opportunity to realise
their full potential. This demands a flexible
and diverse academic architecture —

undergraduate and postgraduate pro-
grammes that are adaptable, interdiscipli-
nary, and outcome-oriented. The emphasis
must shift from traditional, input-heavy
models to a learner-centred framework
focusing on real-world applicability, inno-
vation, and holistic development. In
today’s knowledge-driven world, critical
thinking is not a luxury — it is a necessity.
Our education system must evolve from
rote memorisation to nurturing analytical
minds. Students should be encouraged not
only to answer questions but to question
answers. The university space must trans-
form into a zone of inquiry, dialogue, and
debate — where every discipline encour-
ages exploration and dissent. Pedagogies
must promote problem-solving, project-
based learning, interdisciplinary research,
and Socratic questioning. In such an envi-
ronment, curiosity becomes the compass
and imagination, the engine. True innova-
tion arises when science intersects with
ethics and when technology blends with
aesthetics. Creativity, too, must be seen
not as a niche skill, but as central to nation-
al progress. As India aspires to lead in
start-ups and innovation, we must instill
creative confidence in our students.
Traditional classroom settings — charac-
terised by one-way lectures and passive
learning — are increasingly losing rele-
vance for Gen Z learners. Today’s students
are disengaged by rigid formats and static
curricula. Their dwindling attention spans
demand immersive, skill-based, and par-
ticipatory learning methods. Modern stu-
dents thrive in experiential learning
ecosystems — where they learn through
case studies, simulations, field visits,
internships, classroom debates, and hands-
on projects. They connect better when pre-
sented with real-life scenarios before
abstract theories. Institutions should cham-
pion flipped classrooms, technology-
enabled learning, and hybrid pedagogies to
replace conventional “chalk-and-talk”
models.  Resources and training for educa-
tors are crucial to foster such dynamic,
engaging experiences. In an era of con-

stant disruption, technical prowess is nec-
essary — but not sufficient. An educated
individual must be equipped to navigate
life with resilience, integrity, and empathy.
Our higher education system must balance
domain expertise with life literacy — the
capacity to understand and manage one’s
emotions, collaborate effectively, and act
responsibly. Skills like emotional intelli-
gence, ethical reasoning, environmental
stewardship, digital discipline, and finan-
cial literacy must be made integral to all
curricula. These are no longer auxiliary
competencies — they are foundational for
individual well-being and societal harmo-
ny. One urgent area is mental health. With
rising stress, anxiety, and burnout among
students, institutions must foster cultures
of psychological safety and mindfulness.
Dedicated counselling services, well-being
workshops, stress-management programs,
and spaces for reflection are no longer
optional — they are essential. Education
must nourish not only sharp minds but also
kind hearts.Equally crucial is the nurturing
of human values. Qualities like vinay
(humility), karuna (compassion), and seva
bhav (a spirit of service) must be inculcat-
ed deeply. These values form the backbone
of India’s civilisational ethos. Consider the
Sikh practice of Seva, or selfless service
— reflected in community kitchens, grass-
roots outreach, and inclusive welfare. Such
traditions teach us that true leadership lies
not in control, but in service and humility.
When students embody these values, they
evolve from mere job seekers to nation
builders. They become socially conscious,
ethically grounded individuals who carry
forward the spirit of India into every realm

they enter.India’s aspiration to become a
$30 trillion economy by 2047 hinges on
how well we prepare our youth. The future
will be shaped by breakthroughs in AI,
robotics, biotechnology, space exploration,
climate innovation, and digital transforma-
tion. Higher education must align with this
future. Our universities must become cen-
tres of innovation — housing incubation
hubs, research parks, and start-up acceler-
ators. Industry-academia collaboration is
vital. Curricula must reflect market reali-
ties, emerging technologies, and skill gaps.
Stackable degrees, modular learning, and
certification programmes should empower
students to learn, unlearn, and relearn
across their lifetimes. Entrepreneurial
thinking should be embedded within every
discipline. Our aim must be to produce not
just job seekers, but job creators.
Government initiatives like the
Anusandhan National Research
Foundation and Startup India need to be
amplified at the institutional level. Every
college, every university must become a
breeding ground for innovation and enter-
prise.Importantly, economic empower-
ment must be inclusive. Educational jus-
tice demands that all citizens — irrespec-
tive of caste, gender, location, or ability —
have equal opportunities to thrive.
Scholarships, digital equity programmes,
mentorship, and special support for mar-
ginalised communities are essential pillars.
As India embraces rapid technological
change, we must also deepen our inner
compass. Our curricula must prioritise not
only breadth but depth, not only speed but
reflection. Educational spaces should
include zones for nature, meditation, con-
templation, and ethical inquiry — along-
side digital labs and high-speed connectiv-
ity.In the age of acceleration, character
will be our greatest differentiator. Let us
design education that helps young people
live wisely, act compassionately, and cre-
ate meaningfully. We must nurture a gen-
eration that is grounded in India’s wisdom
yet global in its outlook; technologically
adept yet ethically anchored.

The case for a new international communications framework
Institutions in 2025 are undergoing a deep shift,
one that’s not just structural but perceptual. It’s
not only about geopolitics or multilateral equa-
tions anymore; it’s about how the narrative of
power is built, sustained, and fought over. Power
shifts are no longer isolated; they play out on
backdrops that are curated with strategy, layered
with intent, and fuelled by the urgency to domi-
nate the narrative space. The flashpoints keep
growing, and so does the pace.There is now a ris-
ing call, soft but persistent, for a global institu-
tional framework that may help bring consistency
to how the world communicates during geostrate-
gic tension. It’s not just about press releases or
soundbites anymore. As crises multiply and con-
flicts evolve, a more permanent space to think,
shape, and guide international messaging could
prove invaluable. More and more, observers are
asking: do we need a standing global body that
can anchor communication strategy, information
architecture, and perception management across
borders?Because here’s the truth, we’re facing
gaps. Not just gaps in infrastructure or intelli-
gence, but in alignment; between message, medi-
um, and messenger; between the event and its
interpretation; between what’s real and what’s
allowed to pass as real. In this chaos, perception
turns volatile, and messaging becomes a battle-
ground.Historically, conflict communication had
a kind of order to it. It was ceremonial, visual, and
symbolic — a white flag, a signed treaty, and
messages delivered with intention and weight.
Even in the Cold War, diplomacy expanded into
media but still retained rhythm; grainy press visu-

als, state briefings, symbolic seating arrange-
ments. It all meant something. It was slow but
deliberate. Today, communication is loud, con-
stant, and often borderless.Social media,
livestreams, memes, reels, podcasts; everything’s
a potential weapon or a viral distortion. We’ve
entered a space where information carries no
shared watermark of authenticity. No one knows
what’s true anymore, and no one’s bound by any
common standard. And that’s where the need for
a structured, collaborative approach starts to feel
less like a good idea and more like an eventual
necessity.This is where the idea of a Framework
for International Communications Collaboration
comes in. Not a rigid authority, but a dynamic,
evolving space; bringing together voices from
across nations, with expertise in digital ethics,
media regulation, information warfare, and com-
munication law. Its job could be to gently lay the
foundation for a shared protocol, something that
may help fact-check at scale, design responsible
crisis communication, and set broad contours for
messaging ethics.We don’t have to imagine it
from scratch. We’ve seen glimpses already.
India’s WAVES 2025 global media summit was
one such moment; it showed that when story-
telling, technology, and tradition are placed on the
same table, something extraordinary can happen.
WAVES didn’t just host dialogue, it sparked trust,
layered complexity with hope, and created space
for nations to be seen and heard on their terms.
The same spirit can shape this proposed frame-
work, one that is inclusive, future-facing, and fun-
damentally human.This framework, if realised,

may align itself with values enshrined in the UN
Charter and the Sustainable Development Goals.
It could offer a moral compass, anchored in
responsible communication, narrative equity, and
truth as a shared global good.The guiding princi-
ples could be kept simple but strong: communica-
tion as a public good; universal access to factual,
verified information; accountability in digital and
emerging media; respect for cultural nuance and
narrative diversity; and zero tolerance for misin-
formation warfare.The framework may also
explore a visual authentication protocol, a water-
mark that confirms source credibility in real-time.
A global fact-check network could be designed,
powered by AI but human-led. It could supervise
viral misinformation with urgency and care.
Emergency communication standards may be
developed for conflict, disaster, or humanitarian
moments. Ethical audits for digital platforms may
be introduced to assess intent and impact.Training
simulations could be offered to media profession-
als, built on the immersive models showcased at
WAVES 2025. There is also scope to set light-
touch norms for responsible content creation,
especially in fast-growing mediums like podcasts
and independent storytelling. The idea isn’t cen-
sorship, but curation; to create incentives for plat-
forms that promote constructive storytelling and
take accountability for harmful virality, while still
respecting freedom of expression.Another critical
dimension is balance. For decades, developing
nations have been misrepresented or erased alto-
gether in global news cycles. Western media bias
isn’t a conspiracy theory, it’s a pattern.A frame-

work like this could gently shift the scales. It
could offer emerging nations a fairer chance at
narrative sovereignty, allowing stories to be told
by those who live them, not filtered through the
lens of geopolitical power centres.To make it real,
the process must start with a group of aligned
nations. India may consider taking the lead, using
the momentum and goodwill created by WAVES
2025. From there, regional dialogues could fol-
low, supported by partnerships with global media
alliances, tech platforms, AI councils, and institu-
tions such as UNESCO, UNDP, and the G20. It
doesn’t have to be big on Day One; it just has to
be sincere, strategic, and capable of
growth.Eventually, the framework could grow
into something treaty-backed. It could carry legal
recognition, soft enforcement authority, and
enough institutional weight to influence norms.
That’s the long game, not to police narratives, but
to protect truth from being drowned out by vol-
ume, algorithms, or viral fear.Because today, war-
fare isn’t just about weapons or borders. It’s about
timelines and trending hashtags; about distortion
as a strategy. And in that kind of battlefield, the
tools of storytelling can be as destructive, or
redemptive, as anything else.India isn’t just offer-
ing an idea here, it’s offering a way forward; a
path from noise to clarity, from suspicion to con-
sensus. This framework may not fix everything,
but it might just hold the line, one that keeps truth
visible, dignity intact, and global dialogue possi-
ble in the face of chaos.
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


       

         
       


      
       
 




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