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s Costoo Really Comin
T0 Hyderanad Soon’

Yesterday, there were a series of reports about leading
United States retail chain Costco, coming to Hyderabad
for their upcoming series of operation. It was established
that Hyderabad could be witnessing a series of super-
markets from Costco, which are known in the United
States for their affordable prices.Virtually everyone got
excited about the prospect of Costco entering the Indian
market through Hyderabad very soon, and there was a lot
of discussion happening on the same. However, the lat-
est developments are suggesting that there is very little
chance that the leading retail product chain in the United
States could be entering the Hyderabad market anytime
soon.While Costco's GCC ( IT hub) in Hyderabad is con-
firmed, the chances of Costco stores in India look slim.
India still does not allow 100% FDI in multi brand retail,
which makes Costco’s model difficult to execute. This
leaves them with two options: operate purely in B2B like
Metro or Walmart Best Price, or enter with an Indian
partner holding 51% ownership. It’s hard to imagine
Costco giving up a 49% stake in India just to enter the
Indian market.The only other workaround would be to
sell only Kirkland products and position itself as a single
brand retailer, similar to IKEA. But Costco changing its
global business model just for India seems highly unlike-
ly. But at the same time, interestingly, Costco also post-
ed welcoming India to "Retail Network". This is leading
to a speculation that Costco may open stores too. With
tariffs eased, it actually seems like a possibility. But for
now, we have to patiently wait and see if the company
would actually open its retail outlets in the city, or its the
other way around.

{5 Official: India Vs Pakistan
Game 5 Happening

- .
The much a‘thicipated game between India and Pakistan
was in jeopardy after Pakistan communicated that
Pakistan wouldn’t be participating in the same. But
things have turned around drastically now and it’s estab-
lished that the game would be happening as per
plan.Pakistan has officially confirmed that its national
cricket team will participate in the ICC Men’s T20
World Cup fixture on February 15, 2026, effectively put-
ting an end to the uncertainty that had surrounded the
much anticipated clash with India. The announcement
came after what the government described as successful
multilateral discussions and requests from friendly
nations, indicating that diplomatic efforts played a key
role in ensuring the match goes ahead.In recent weeks,
speculation had been growing over whether Pakistan
might withdraw from the game due to political tensions
and logistical concerns. Fans across the cricketing world
were worried that one of the sport’s biggest rivalries
could be disrupted. However, the latest directive from
the Government of Pakistan makes it clear that the team
has been instructed to take the field as scheduled.An
India Pakistan encounter is widely regarded as the mar-
quee event of any global cricket tournament, often draw-
ing record viewership and massive stadium attendance.
Beyond the sporting contest, the match carries emotion-
al weight for millions of supporters on both sides of the
border.With the confirmation now in place, excitement
IS expected to surge among fans, broadcasters, and tour-
nament organizers. Attention will soon shift from off
field controversy to on field action, as the cricket world
prepares for another high intensity showdown between
the two traditional rivals.
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The ongoing controversy surround- pm
ing the Tirumala Laddu has become i ,H, |
a major cause of concern. The i Rt )
Andhra Pradesh government is [\ & &
almost extensively involved with ‘, I / “1‘ !
the same as they have been pushing _.‘.;" "“ il
the blame on YSR Congress ' { : (i
ecosystem for the alteration of =
Laddoo ghee .The Tirumala laddu g’
controversy has recently sparked
intense debate, drawing political
attention from both Andhra Pradesh | &
and Telangana. The issue reported-
ly revolves around concerns related =
to the preparation and management

of the iconic laddu prasadam at the *
Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams, ',%-'I', ‘
triggering criticism, allegations, [0
and demands for clarity from various groups.As
the matter gained traction, several political leaders
were asked to respond, given the laddu’s deep reli-
gious significance for millions of devotees across
the country.However, Telangana Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy firmly refused to comment on the
controversy. Speaking to the media, he stated that
the Tirumala laddu issue belongs to a neighboring
state and that the Telangana government has no
authority to intervene.“It is an issue of another
state. We have no scope to interfere,” he clarified,
signaling a deliberate effort to stay away from a

Alanatny Follo

It’s already known that Tamil superstar Thalapathy
Vijay is soon venturing in politics in his first ever elec-
toral campaign in Tamil Nadu. Vijay, known as
“Thalapathy” and celebrated as a powerhouse superstar
on the silver screen, is now looking to make an equal-
ly loud impact in the political arena.After founding the
Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam party, he has gained a dif-
ferent level of popularity across Tamil Nadu. Many
people who are seeking political change are cheering
for TVK, and the youth in particular appear to be
extending strong support to Vijay.Against this back-
drop, Vijay is confident that his party will certainly
form the government in the upcoming elections. He has
also made it clear that he does not want to be seen as a
kingmaker but as the king himself.With the election
season approaching, Vijay has been conducting regular
meetings with party leaders and carefully crafting
strategies. There is strong talk within party circles that
he may contest from not just one but two constituen-
cies. As a first time contestant, this plan is believed to
be aimed at proving his political strength while also
ensuring a safer electoral ground. Party insiders say
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sensitive religious and administrative
matter.Revanth further stressed the importance of
respecting state boundaries when it comes to gov-
ernance and temple administration. He indicated
that the Andhra Pradesh government and the
Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams are fully capable
of addressing the situation.His response reflects a
cautious political approach, aiming to avoid inter
state friction while ensuring that Telangana
remains focused on its own administrative priori-
ties rather than engaging in controversies beyond
its jurisdiction.

11, Paan na NTR'

that if the party chief contests from two key
regions, it could also benefit TVK candidates in
those areas.Reports suggest that the two seats
W Vijay is considering are Virugambakkam in

. » Chennai and Tiruchirappalli East, both consid-

o ered strong fortresses of the ruling DMK. Vijay is
oo said to believe that if he is going to strike, it
& should be at the very heart of the opponent’s
E base. By selecting these constituencies, he is
8 reportedly aiming to showcase his party’s capa-
¥ bility in urban centers.Vijay is also believed to be
targeting young voters, especially those who will
be exercising their franchise for the first time.
Given his strong following among the youth, the
party is confident of registering an impressive
B victory.Virugambakkam has long been seen as a
DMK bastion, and by challenging the party there
while also choosing Tiruchirappalli East as a sec-
ond seat, Vijay’s intention is said to be to signal that
TVK has strength across the state.Both constituencies
currently have influential leaders from the DMK, with
sitting MLAs AMV Prabhakar Raja and Inigo S.
Irudayaraj. A direct contest against them is expected to
make the elections highly dramatic. TVK is also
preparing for major political activity in these regions
soon.Looking at political history in Andhra Pradesh,
Chiranjeevi contested from two constituencies in 2009
on behalf of the Praja Rajyam Party. He lost in
Palakollu but won in Tirupati.In the 2019 elections,
Pawan Kalyan contested from Gajuwaka in
Visakhapatnam and Bhimavaram but faced defeat in
both seats. However, in 1983, NTR founded the Telugu
Desam Party and contested from Gudivada and
Tirupati, winning both and leading his party to a his-
toric victory.Like them, Vijay also comes from the film
industry, and his decision to contest two seats has
become a major talking point. There is growing debate
over whether he can achieve a grand political triumph
and emerge as another NTR in Indian politics.
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