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    
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    
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      
    
     
     
    

  

    
     
      



     





       
  

     


        


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
 

 

 
     
      
    
    
   
    
   
     
    



      
     

       
       
       


       

       


     
 
   
  

              
 
 

   
   
   

  
  

       
     
     

    

       

    
      



      

   
     
     
   
     


    
    
    

   

      




      
    
      
    




      
     

      

     
       

      
      



      
      

      
      


      

    
    


      

     

    




     




     




    
      

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  
 
  
    
  
   



 
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
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         
        

         
        



 


  
  

  
  
  
 

 

        
       
       
      
      
       
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

         

         
 



  

 
 
 
  


 
 
 
  
   
 

         
      
       


     
      

      





       



          

         

         

       
      
        
   
       
 


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

       
      

  

          


          

 

       





4 
19 THURSDAY FEBRUARY 2026


          
 

       
       
          
 

         
       


 

        
         
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       


        
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        
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           


     
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
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    
    
  

   
   
  
   

    

    
     
   

    

     
     
    
    
     
    
 
    
      

    
     
    
    



    
   
    
    
      

    

 

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

         
         
          
       
          
         
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     
      




       


      
      
       

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
     
      
    


    
     
    
     
    
     

    
    
     
      
    

      

     
      

       

     
     
     
    
    

      

     
     
     

    
     


     
    
  




     

    

    
     
 
   


   
   
    
   
    


     
    
    

   
    
    

     
     
     
    


     
      
    




     
     

 

      

     

     

    

      
    
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

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
       
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       

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      

     

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       
        
        
       


      




7 
19 THURSDAY FEBRUARY 2026

Redefining the Capital: Modi Govt drives massive infra push across Delhi
From Dehradun Expressway to Meerut
Expressway and Central Vista to Bharat
Mandapam — PM Modi executed projects
worth approximately 1.50 lakh Crore in
the national capital during his 11 years of
tenure in the centre since May 26, 2014.
Besides spending Rs 53,000 crore on
Delhi Metro projects, the central
Government says around Rs 68,000 crore
has been directly spent on Delhi’s develop-
ment in the last decade. Furthermore,
Detailed Project Reports (DPR) have been
prepared for new infrastructure worth Rs
24,000 crore in the pipeline. A major por-
tion of the spending, nearly Rs 41,000
crore, has gone into road infrastructure,
while Rs 15,000 crore was allocated to
railway-related projects. Another Rs
12,000 crore has been invested in airport-
related infrastructure and surrounding con-
nectivity. Projects like the Delhi-Merut
Expressway, the Pragati Maidan tunnel,
Dwarka Expressway, Urban Extension
Road, and the Central Vista redevelopment
have been some of the most visible
changes that citizens can witness across
the city.Among the biggest completed
projects is the Delhi-Meerut Expressway,
which has cut down travel time to Meerut
to just 45 minutes. This road has signifi-
cantly improved the daily commute for
residents in NCR towns. It is also part of a
larger effort to expand high-speed corri-
dors across India. The Government is also
building the Delhi-Mumbai Expressway,
aiming to reduce the travel time between
the two cities to about 12 hours. The
Eastern and Western Peripheral
Expressways, which had been stalled for
years due to issues between state
Governments, were completed during this
period. These bypass highways were
planned to divert heavy vehicular traffic
away from Delhi. With an estimated
50,000 trucks that previously passed
through the capital every day now using

these routes, traffic congestion and air pol-
lution in the city have seen some relief.In
addition to major expressways, the Urban
Extension Road-II, built at a cost of over
Rs  7,700 crore, has created an alternative
route connecting north and west Delhi to
the airport and south Delhi. The road is
expected to ease pressure on congested
internal roads, especially for commuters
from Haryana, Punjab, and Jammu and
Kashmir who often face bottlenecks enter-
ing Delhi. While this road was originally
the Delhi Government’s responsibility, it
was taken over by the National Highways
Authority of India, with full support from
the Centre. One of the key projects in cen-
tral Delhi is the redevelopment of Central
Vista, a project that has stirred both politi-
cal and public debate. It includes the new
Parliament building, which was completed
in under four years. The Kartavya Path,
formerly known as Rajpath, has also been
redesigned under this project. Earlier
plagued by traffic and poor pedestrian
access, the area now features better walk-
ways, underground passages, and land-
scaping. The wider Central Vista plan
includes the upcoming Central Secretariat
complex, where several Government min-
istries will be housed under one roof.
Another key transport intervention has
been the Pragati Maidan Integrated Transit
Corridor. Built to address traffic conges-
tion during major events at the Pragati
Maidan exhibition grounds, the corridor
includes a tunnel that provides signal-free
movement between Mandi House and east
Delhi. This project has led to a significant
reduction i n jams at ITO and on Mathura
Road. It also includes parking facilities for
thousands of vehicles and several under-
ground U-turns to manage traffic
flow.Near the airport, two major conven-
tion centres have been established —
Bharat Mandapam and Yashobhoomi.
Bharat Mandapam, located at Pragati

Maidan, hosted the G20 summit and now
serves as a venue for large national and
international conferences.Its construction
also transformed the surrounding infra-
structure, including roads and metro
access. Yashobhoomi, built over 221 acres
with an investment of around Rs 25,000
crores, is among the largest convention
centres in Asia and can host up to 20,000
people at once. It is well-connected by
metro and roads such as the Dwarka
Expressway and UER-II. Efforts have also
been made to boost rail-based regional
connectivity. The first phase of the Delhi-
Merut Regional Rapid Transit System, or
RRTS, branded as Namo Bharat, is now
operational between Delhi and a part of
Meerut. When complete, the corridor will
drastically reduce commute time between
the two cities. Similar corridors have been
proposed from Delhi to Panipat and Delhi
to Alwar. These high-speed transit lines
aim to bring surrounding towns into the
fold of daily commuting zones, reducing
the dependence on road travel and offering
an alternative to private vehicles.Several
projects have focused on improving the
internal infrastructure of the city. The fly-
over at Dhaula Kuan, for instance, was
finally constructed after years of delay
caused by land availability issues. The fly-
over eased movement between west Delhi
and the airport. Another area of focus has

been urban housing and the regularisa-
tion of settlements. Under the PM-
UDAY scheme, efforts have been made
to provide ownership rights to residents
of over 1,700 unauthorised colonies.
Around 29,000 houses have been sanc-
tioned under the Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana (Urban), and 3,000 flats for eco-
nomically weaker sections were built
with a total outlay of around Rs 354
crore.New public infrastructure has also
included educational and cultural facili-
ties such as the Veer Savarkar College

at Delhi University, the Prime Minister’s
Museum, the Police Memorial, and the
National War Memorial. Oxygen parks
and green zones have also been developed
in several parts of the city, intended as both
environmental measures and public recre-
ation spaces.  In public transport, Delhi
received support from the Centre for
expanding its fleet of electric buses under
the FAME scheme. The central
Government funded a substantial portion
of the cost of these non-polluting buses.
Several projects are currently in the
pipeline. Detailed Project Reports have
been prepared for new infrastructure worth
Rs 24,000 crores, spanning over 120 kilo-
metres.  Among these are a 7-kilometre
tunnel from Shiv Murti to Nelson Mandela
Road, an elevated road connecting INA to
the airport with possible extensions to
Gurugram and Faridabad, and further
extensions of UER-II to connect Alipur,
Tronica City, and the Delhi-Dehradun
route.  A feasibility study is also being con-
ducted for a tunnel connecting Sarai Kale
Khan to IGI Airport, which could trans-
form airport access for south and east
Delhi residents.  From new highways and
tunnels to convention centres and transit
corridors, the national capital has seen
rapid transformation — one that is reshap-
ing how the city moves, works, and pres-
ents itself to the world.

Trump takes aim at Ivy League
In a controversial campaign, President
Donald Trump has launched an aggressive
offensive against America’s most presti-
gious universities, particularly Ivy League
institutions, through funding cuts, policy
investigations, and harsh rhetoricUS
President Donald Trump has targeted top
US universities during his second term. He
has been waging a war on Ivy League uni-
versities for the past few weeks. He has
particularly targeted institutions such as
Harvard, Yale, Princeton, Columbia,
Cornell, Brown, Dartmouth, and the
University of Pennsylvania.This move has
shocked the American higher education
system. Academia now faces a significant
challenge fighting against the administra-
tion. Trump’s attacks also have a political
dimension. They are viewed as a conserva-
tive strategy to reduce the influence of lib-
eralism in higher education. They could be
aimed at eroding the Democratic Party’s
traditional support base.The affected uni-
versities, which include those with funding
cuts, are located in areas where the
Democrats received strong support. Many
of these institutions are now facing fund-
ing cuts and grant restrictions, which have
significantly impacted their research and
educational programmes. Conservatives
have often complained about a bias in
these institutions. Some view that these are
part of the Trump administration’s effort to
reshape higher education.One speculation
is that Trump harbours resentment towards

Ivy League schools for not granting him an
honorary degree or inviting him to speak at
graduation, despite his graduation from the
Wharton School. Most recent American
presidents have graduated from Ivy
League universities, including Trump,
who attended the Wharton School of the
University of Pennsylvania.In the first few
months of 2024, the Trump administration
has moved aggressively to strip federal
funding from prominent colleges and uni-
versities. On March 10, the administration
took action against Harvard, Columbia,
NYU, and 60 other institutions. It also
started investigations into possible viola-
tions of the Civil Rights Act due to inci-
dents of antisemitic harassment. More than
$10 billion in research grants have been
cut.Immigration and Customs Enforce
ment has apprehended student activists.
International students are not eligible for
admission to Harvard, which also risks
losing its tax exemption status.Trump has
also banned international students from
attending Harvard.Harvard risks losing its
tax-exempt status. These actions have
raised tensions among Ivy League univer-
sities. Many universities initially chose to
adhere to Trump’s policies. They have
agreed to enhance on-campus security and
also allow oversight in some specific
departments. Columbia has been warned
that failing to address antisemitic harass-
ment incidents adequately could jeopar-
dise its accreditation. Princeton University

and the University of Pennsylvania have
also suspended hundreds of millions in
research grants. The Department of
Education is investigating ten universities
for alleged antisemitism and has warned
others that similar inquiries may occur.
Furthermore, it is examining 52 universi-
ties for illegal race-based projects.Trump
has introduced new guidelines aimed at
limiting international student admissions,
including a cap on visas, and he has pub-
licly criticised Harvard, stating, “Harvard
needs to behave itself.”The confrontation
marked a dramatic battle between
Harvard, America’s oldest and wealthiest
University, and the president, Donald
Trump. “Everyone knows that Harvard has
lost its way,” Trump posted in X. “Harvard
is a JOKE, teaches Hate and Stupidity, and
should no longer receive Federal
Funds.”Harvard is hard hit both financial-
ly and otherwise. They include funding
cuts and agreeing to follow new federal
oversight rules, including scrutiny of cur-
ricula, admissions, and research priorities.
Taking legal action, Harvard has initiated
court proceedings and received temporary
relief when a federal judge suspended the
policy that restricted international students
from obtaining visas.As to the reason for
Trump targeting the Ivy League institu-
tions, the administration has offered vari-
ous explanations. Some believe that during
the 2024 Presidential campaign, Trump
pledged to cut funding and accreditation

for colleges that propagate “antisemitic
propaganda.”After he returned to the
White House in 2024, Trump launched a
campaign targeting Ivy League schools.
The White House says this campaign was
prompted by concerns that these schools
are not doing enough to deal with anti-
semitism on their campuses.This concern
has grown due to the anti-Israel protests at
US universities since the Gaza conflict
escalated. It is unclear how long the Trump
versus Academia confrontation will con-
tinue. It all depends on how long the
affected institutions can withstand the
pressure. Will it fight back or comply with
the White House? Even if the targeted uni-
versities refuse to change their policies
soon, some will start changing on their
own. For example, Michigan, Ohio State,
and the University of California have
already made changes, and more to fol-
low.International students hoping to join
these elite institutions now face uncertain-
ty and must consider alternatives in other
countries. They contribute vast amounts of
dollars mainly to the US economy. Some
are considering universities in other coun-
tries as alternatives. It is said that it takes
years to build an institution but only
moments to tear one down. The conflict is
escalating, and the affected universities
may pursue more legal avenues. If it con-
tinues, American universities may lose tal-
ent, even as the Trump administration dou-
bles down on its actions.
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

       
        

    
       




       

      
 
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