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    
   



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     
       
     

     
    
     

   


   
    
     


     

      

    
     
    
   

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     
    
     

       
      
     
    
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        
      


           

       
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       

  

 
         
         



  
 
 
     

    
      

     

      
     
    
      
       

     

     

       
 
     

     
    
    
      
     
     

     

   
        
     
      


      


     
    
    
    



     
       
  
 
      
     

    
       

    


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



      
       
        
      
 

       

      
      

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     
     
   

    
    
     
    
   

    
    
   


    
   
    
    

    
   
    
    
   
    
   
    
   
    
    
    
      
    



    
    
    
    
   
    
     





     

      
   

     
    


    
  
   

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     
    
   
     
  
   
    
    


 
 
  
 
   
  
  
  


     
    
   
   
  
    
   

   
    
    

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
    
 
  


    
    
     
     


      
 

     


      
       

     

      
      
    
      
    
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

     


     
   

     
    
   
   

    




      
     

    

     

    
     
          


     
   
     
   
    
    
    

    





      
         


        
       
        
      

    
      
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
      
        
























































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
         



     
       


  
      

       

      

    
 

     

 
     


       
      
      
      
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       
    
      
    






       


       

         
        

      

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         

         
   (bapat-
la.EL91.com) 


       

         
         
        




         
         
         
         



         
         





 

  
  
  
   
  
 

   



         
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       

         
        
 
       





         


        
         
 

 



5 
3 TUESDAY FEBRUARY 2026


    
    
    
   
    
    
    
     
      
    
    
     
     
     
      
 


   
 
     

   
   
    
      
     
      

    



    
 
  
   
    

 
     
 
    
     

     

     
      




      
    
    

    
     
  
   

    
     
     
    
     

    
      
    

 
    

   
    
    

     
   
    
     
    
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 
 
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     
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     
    
     
    
      
    



       
     
       

       
     
     
  





      

       

   
      
      
     
      
    
     
     


     

     


       

 
    

    
     

     
     
    

     

      
     
    





       
        
        
        
         
        
      
      


      
        



         
         



          






       

  
   

         
         


          

          
       
 
 
 

 
        

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OPT F1 Biometrics: Get Ready For More Delays?

The United States immigration has been a major
cause of concern in times, and this is reaching a
new high point almost every single day with the
latest method of operations. Now the biometric
system that has been introduced in the OPT F1
process processing could lead to further
delay.Recently, many international students apply-
ing for F-1 OPT STEM extensions were surprised
to receive biometrics appointment notices from

USCIS, a step that hasn’t typically been part
of the OPT extension process.Students who
filed their applications in mid-January started
getting these notices, leaving many confused
and concerned about what to do
next.Biometrics which include fingerprints
and updated photos are now being requested
because of a new USCIS policy introduced in
December 2025 that aims to strengthen iden-
tity verification and reduce fraud.Previously,
USCIS usually did not require biometrics for
OPT or STEM OPT extension applications,
so this change came unexpectedly for stu-
dents.If you receive a notice, you must attend
the appointment at the assigned Application
Support Center with your notice, valid ID,
and updated passport photos. Missing this
appointment could delay your extension

approval or even put your status at risk.STEM
OPT extensions already take several months to
process, and adding biometrics means many stu-
dents now face longer waits and more uncertainty,
especially those nearing the end of their current
work authorization. While the policy’s goal is to
increase security, it has increased stress for many
who are trying to stay employed and maintain their
status in the U.S.

AI Platforms Form Own Social Media And Religion!
In what could be considered an extremely shocking
turn of events, it is being established that several AI
platforms have come together to form their own social
media platform, and they have even formed a religion
of their own.Over the past few days a new experiment
in artificial intelligence has gone viral online, spark-
ing intense discussion and curiosity. A platform
known as Moltbook was launched as an AI only social
network where human users are not allowed to partic-
ipate directly.The space was created to observe how
autonomous AI agents behave when they interact only
with each other, without human prompts guiding
every step.Soon after the launch thousands of AI
agents began joining the platform and forming com-
munities around shared interests. What surprised
many observers was how quickly these agents started
developing patterns that resembled culture.Some
groups created fictional belief systems, complete with
symbols and stories, while others developed their own
styles of communication and inside jokes. Screenshots
of these conversations spread rapidly across social
media, leading to exaggerated claims about AI reli-
gions and revolutions.Experts and developers have
clarified that this behavior is an example of emergent

interaction within a controlled environment. The
agents are still operating entirely within rules written
by humans and do not possess real world awareness,
intentions, or independence. There is no plan to break
away from human control, nor any capability to do
so.Instead researchers see this experiment as a useful
way to study how large numbers of AI systems com-
municate, cooperate, and generate complex behavior
when placed together. It highlights both the creative
potential of AI and the importance of careful oversight
as these systems continue to evolve.

Ex Min Ambati Rambabu Arrested By AP Police

Former minister and YSR Congress Senior leader
Ambati Rambabu has been arrested by Andhra
Pradesh Police for his alleged remarks against chief
minister Chandrababu Naidu earlier.Breaking news
has come in regarding former minister Ambati
Rambabu. He has been arrested by the police in con-
nection with a case related to comments he made ear-
lier about Chief Minister Chandrababu
Naidu.According to official sources, the arrest was

made after a complaint was registered over abusive
and objectionable remarks that were allegedly made
by Ambati Rambabu in a public forum.Police officials
stated that the comments crossed legal limits and were
considered defamatory and provocative in nature.
After reviewing the statements and available evi-
dence, the police decided to take legal action.Ambati
Rambabu was taken into custody and shifted for fur-
ther questioning and legal procedures. He is expected
to be produced before a court as per standard
process.The arrest has created strong reactions in
political circles across the state. Leaders from differ-
ent parties have expressed mixed responses, with
some supporting the police action and others calling it
politically motivated.Supporters of Ambati Rambabu
have criticized the move, while ruling party leaders
have defended the arrest, saying that no one is above
the law.Meanwhile, formal chief minister YS Jagan
spoke with Ram Babu on the phone and assured all
possible support to him in this regard.In the main
while the government authorities have been legally
prosecuting this matter and certain consequences are
bound to be faced by the YP Senior leader soon.

Gold And Silver Crash Again: How Much And Why?

Over the last few days, the prices of gold and silver, and the
global markets has been going up and down at an unexpected
and unpredictable rate. Now we are witnessing another crash in
the essential material prices and let us have a look into the
same.Gold and silver prices witnessed a sharp fall again today,
creating a stir in the bullion market. Both metals saw heavy loss-
es within a single day, worrying investors and traders who were
expecting some stability after recent fluctuations.Silver record-
ed one of its steepest single day declines. The price of one kilo-
gram of silver dropped by Rs 75,400 in just 24 hours. After this
fall, the price of silver has come down to around Rs 3,03,000 per
kilogram.This sudden correction has taken many by surprise,
especially since silver had been trading at elevated levels for the
past few weeks due to strong global demand and speculative
buying.Gold prices also declined significantly. The price of one
tola of gold fell by Rs 12,580 in a single day. As a result, the
price of 24 carat gold for 10 grams now stands at Rs
1,63,840.Meanwhile, 22 carat gold is priced at Rs 1,51,710 for
10 grams. This drop has brought some relief to jewellery buyers
who were holding back purchases due to record high
prices.Market experts believe the fall is linked to global factors
such as profit booking, strengthening of the dollar, and uncer-
tainty around interest rate decisions in major economies. While
investors are cautious in the short term, many are closely watch-
ing whether prices will stabilise or see further corrections in the
coming days.

US Govt Shut Down: What Does It Mean For India?

The Donald Trump administration in the United States has shut
down the government again and a related order was passed by
the Content authorities. Now let us have a look at the kind of
consequences that this shutdown can have in India.A United
States government shutdown happens when Congress fails to
pass a budget or temporary funding bill. When this happens,
many federal agencies stop non essential work, government
employees are furloughed without pay, and public services slow
down. While the shutdown is a domestic issue for the US, its
impact is felt across the world, including in India.For India, the
first major effect is on global financial markets. A prolonged
shutdown creates uncertainty, which can lead to volatility in
stock markets and currency fluctuations. Foreign investors may
become cautious, affecting capital flows into emerging markets
like India. This can put pressure on the Indian rupee and impact
stock indices.Trade and business ties can also be affected. The
US is one of India’s largest trading partners. Any slowdown in
US government operations can delay approvals, contracts, and
payments, indirectly impacting Indian IT services, defense
deals, and exports.Another key area is immigration and visas.
During a shutdown, visa processing, including H 1B and student
visas, can slow down. This directly affects Indian professionals,
students, and companies that depend on US based talent mobil-
ity.Finally, a shutdown weakens confidence in the US economy.
Since the US plays a central role in the global system, even tem-
porary instability can ripple into India’s growth outlook, invest-
ments, and overall economic sentiment.
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Budget 2026: What’s Cheaper? What’s Costlier?
The union budget 2026 was officially announced by the
central government in the Parliament yesterday and let us
have a look at the kind of implications that this would
have on the global markets. Also, let us have a look at the
items that would be getting cheaper due to the new budg-
et sanctions and what could be getting costly.Here is a
summary of what items are likely to get cheaper and
what might become costlier after the implementation of
the Indian Union Budget 2026.Cheaper items generally
come from cuts in customs duty and tax rationalisation
that reduce costs for consumers and industries. Prices of
many essential medicines, including drugs used for can-
cer and rare diseases, are expected to fall due to exemp-
tion from basic customs duty.Electronics like mobile
phones and tablets assembled in India and components
such as microwave ovens are likely to cost less. Electric
vehicle batteries and solar panels should see price reduc-
tions as duties on key inputs are eased.Raw materials for
leather footwear and textiles and inputs for seafood pro-
cessing are set to be cheaper, supporting exporters and
potentially lowering retail prices. Lower tax collected at
source on overseas tour packages, foreign education and
medical travel abroad is expected to make these services
more affordable. Duty cuts on personal-use imports also
reduce costs for certain imported goods.Costlier items
include many luxury and non-essential goods. Imported
luxury watches and high-end cameras are set to attract

higher tariffs. Alcohol, tobacco products such as ciga-
rettes, beedis, pan masala and gutka will become more
expensive due to higher levies.The removal of duty
exemptions on coffee roasting, brewing and vending
machines is likely to push up prices for café equipment.
Some fertilisers and industrial inputs may also cost more
following changes in duty structure. Futures and options
trading costs have risen due to higher securities transac-
tion tax, making market trading more expensive for par-
ticipants.

Vijay Hoping He Becomes CM? What He said?

Thalapathy Vijay is creating history in Tamil Nadu by
entering the political arena from his conventional cinema
backdrop. And now, it’s established that he is hoping to
become the CM right in his very first election.The latest
social media communication from Vijay to his fans
shows the kind of confidence that he has in his party as
he implied his TVK would be an untouchable force in the
coming Tamil Nadu elections.Before transforming into
the primary political force, we stood as a people's move-

ment, blending with the people as one of them. The
nation knows this. Good people understand it, Vijay
wrote in the letter to TVK cadres.One thing can be said
with certainty. Brushing aside agitations, maintaining
unwavering balance, the immeasurable ocean of depths
that is our party TVK. The vast expanse of TVk that no
one can exclude, the victorious battle cry of empower-
ment politics for the common people, it is us who will tri-
umph over every goal with dedication.The 2026
Assembly election arena stands bearing a new situation
unlike any before. Everyone says the sole reason for this
is our political arrival alone. Therefore, in this context,
we will claim the field as our own and, through the gate-
way of electoral political victory with chosen clarity and
skillful strategy proceed toward recognition in power
politics.With the unyielding support of all people,
descending into the arena with determination and unity,
we will firmly achieve the democratic goal of seizing the
reins of governance. Vijay wrote in the statement to
fans.It is evident that Vijay firstly believes he would
become the CM next while his TVK party forms the gov-
ernment in Tamil Nadu. We shall see if this would active-
ly turn out to be the case as well.

Where’s Jagan During Crisis, YCP Cadre Fires, But…
It is already known that the political situation in Andhra
Pradesh is very heated up due to the verbal statements of
certain YCP leaders and the reaction from police depart-
ment. The arrest of Ambati Rambabu and attacks on Jogi
Ramesh’s house are reflecting the same.The criticism
coming from party supporters reflects a deep sense of
frustration pain and anxiety within the YCP ranks. Many
supporters feel that at a time when leaders and grassroots
workers are facing arrests harassment violence and even
loss of lives the absence of visible leadership has weak-
ened morale.They question how long patience can be
asked for when families are suffering and homes are
being targeted. Supporters argue that leadership presence
and reassurance are crucial especially when ordinary
workers feel vulnerable. This criticism is not rooted in
opposition but in loyalty and emotional attachment to the
party and its leader.At the same time there is another per-
spective that cannot be ignored. YS Jagan may be choos-
ing restraint as part of a broader political and legal strat-
egy. In situations driven by vendetta and institutional
pressure immediate reactions can sometimes do more
harm than good.Patience silence and distance may be
calculated moves aimed at protecting leaders strengthen-
ing legal positions and preparing for the right political
moment. History shows that political comebacks often

require endurance rather than impulsive action.The chal-
lenge lies in balance. While strategy and patience may be
necessary supporters also need reassurance and connec-
tion. Moving forward bridging this gap between careful
planning and emotional outreach will be key to maintain-
ing trust and unity within the party.

No Salaries For Govt Employees: Here’s Why!

Government jobs are generally regarded as very safe and
convenient for the working population, but that is not the
case in Uttar Pradesh now. The Yogi Adityanath govern-
ment has taken a strong and unprecedented step by with-
holding the salaries of more than 68000 Uttar Pradesh
government employees.The action was taken after these
employees failed to upload details of their movable and
immovable assets on the Manav Sampada portal, despite
repeated instructions and deadlines.According to officials,
the disclosure of assets is mandatory for all state govern-
ment employees as part of transparency and accountabili-
ty measures.Those who ignored the rule are now facing
immediate financial consequences, with their monthly
salaries put on hold. The government has made it clear
that salaries will be released only after complete and accu-
rate asset declarations are submitted on the portal.What
makes this move significant is the clear warning issued
alongside it. The state administration has said that disci-
plinary action may also follow if employees continue to
violate the disclosure norms. This could include depart-
mental inquiries and further penalties.The decision has
sent a strong message across the bureaucracy. The Yogi
Adityanath government has consistently projected a zero
tolerance approach toward corruption, and this step rein-
forces that stance. Officials say the objective is not pun-
ishment alone, but to instill discipline, transparency, and
public trust in governance.In Uttar Pradesh, zero tolerance
on corruption is no longer just a slogan. With this action,
it is being enforced as a firm policy with real conse-
quences.It has to be seen if several states across India
would start to implement such regulations for government
employees in the near future.

Another Worry In US: Healthcare Getting Costlier!

The healthcare system in the United States has been a major
cause of concern for several years now, considering the fact
that it comes with huge billing procedures and the expendi-
tures are pretty significant. This is the reason why several
Indians travel back to India for medical
attention.Healthcare has now become the biggest money
related worry for people in the United States, overtaking
concerns like food prices, rent, fuel and daily living costs.
For millions of families, medical expenses are no longer an
occasional burden but a constant source of stress that
affects monthly budgeting and long term financial plan-
ning.A major reason behind this growing fear is the recent
rollback of enhanced health insurance subsidies under the
Affordable Care Act. With these benefits ending, insurance
premiums have increased sharply, especially for middle and
lower income households.Many people who once managed
their coverage comfortably are now paying much higher
monthly amounts, while others are struggling to keep their
insurance active at all.Surveys show that a large section of
Americans now ranks healthcare costs as their number one
financial concern. This includes not only insurance premi-
ums, but also hospital bills, prescription medicines, diag-
nostic tests and emergency care. Even those with insurance
often face high deductibles and out of pocket expenses that
strain their savings.Experts warn that the situation could
worsen in the coming years if policy support is not restored.
Rising healthcare costs are also pushing people to delay
doctor visits and treatments, which may lead to serious
health risks in the long run. Overall, healthcare affordabili-
ty has become a national economic and social challenge.
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







 

      


       

       
 

   

       

     
     
     
       
         
    
      
     

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