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(Bapatla),
February 19: A high-level delegation from
Andhra Pradesh, led by Dr. Vinod Kumar
V, 1LA.S., began a four-day exposure visit
to Goa to study best practices in coastal
tourism development, with a vision to
replicate successful models along the

Bapatla coastline.Courtesy Call on

e

- D&, Lécsaj P TPBored SNl Soldes..
- S6° S80S ag B8y Sr0E wQEFaho TN

H

GovernorThe delegation called on His
Excellency the Governor of Goa, Shri
Pusapati Ashok Gajapathi Raju, and
briefed him on the purpose of the visit. The

team highlighted the proactive initiatives §
of the Government of Andhra Pradesh to ¢
develop the Bapatla coast, in line with the

vision of the Hon’ble Chief Minister Shri

N. Chandrababu Naidu.The Governor

shared valuable insights, stressing the need |

for:e High-quality hospitality standardse
Tourist-friendly administrative systemse

@ Creation of innovative and experience- =

based tourism productsHe observed that
Bapatla possesses strong natural potential
and can emerge as a significant coastal
tourism hub with proper planning and exe-
cution.Field Visit to Iconic BeachesThe
delegation visited the internationally
renowned Calangute Beach and Baga
Beach, accompanied by officials from the
Goa Tourism Department.During interac-
tions with beach shack operators and offi-
cials, the team gathered detailed informa-
tion on:Shack allotment procedur
esLicensing and operational guidelinese

Seasonal tourism management
practicesTourist Safety Mechanisms
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Public awareness measures for beach
safetyThe possibility of adopting similar

@ safety frameworks along the Bapatla coast
1 was

.

explored. Sustainable Beach
Management Officials also reviewed the

: g* & beach cleaning and environmental man-

StudiedAt the Tourist Police Station locat-
ed at Calangute Beach, officials explained
the structure and functioning of the dedi-
cated Tourist Police system, including
safety surveillance, grievance handling,
and crowd management strategies
designed to ensure a secure and welcom-
ing environment for visitors.Lifeguard &
Coastal Rescue SystemsThe delegation
held extensive discussions with represen-
tatives of Drishti Marine, the agency
entrusted with coastal rescue and safety
operations across Goa. Key areas of dis-
cussion included: Scientific deployment of
lifeguardsEmergency response protocolse

FPEI0E5 ol

agement practices implemented by Eco
Stan Private Limited. The company
detailed its mechanised cleaning systems,
waste segregation processes, and opera-
tional challenges in maintaining pristine
coastal  stretches.Maritime  Tourism

‘ RegulationsThe delegation met officials

of the Captain of Ports Department to
understand regulatory procedures govern-
ing river cruises, boating activities, and
maritime tourism. Discussions focused on
clearance mechanisms, safety compliance,
and issuance of No Objection Certificates
(NoCs).Towards a New Coastal VisionThe
exposure visit offered comprehensive
insights into Goa’s integrated tourism
model — combining hospitality, safety,
environmental sustainability, and regulato-
ry efficiency. The learnings are expected to
play a crucial role in shaping a structured,
safe, and sustainable tourism ecosystem
for the Bapatla coastline.
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philanthropist Sudha Murthy revealed the story about
when she was absolutely humiliated at the airport in the
United States.Sudha Murty recently spoke in the Rajya
Sabha during the discussion on the Union Budget and
recounted a personal experience from her first visit to the
United States in 1979.She said that when she arrived at
Boston Logan International Airport for immigration and
customs clearance, she was subjected to a long series of
questions by an immigration officer.He asked her why
she was travelling, how long she would stay, if she had
return tickets, where her husband lived in the U.S., and
even what his salary was. When she said she planned to
stay for six months with her husband, the official granted
her a three-month stay without explanation.Murty said
that during customs checks, she was asked about her
attire and treated in a manner that made her feel “sad and
humiliated,” as though she were from a place with “no
history, no culture, no money.” She pointed out that at the
time, India’s global image was not well understood
abroad and that such treatment reflected that misconcep-
tion.In contrast, she said her recent travel experiences to
the U.S. and Canada have been much more respectful,
with officers greeting her warmly and showing apprecia-
tion for Indians’ contributions to the world.
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The volume of the Indian population travelling to the
United States has been going up every month, and this is
naturally triggering the domestic American population.
Subsequently, there is reportedly a sharp rice in the India
population getting abused and slurred at by the U.S.
folk.A recent report highlights how the debate around the
H-1B visa in the United States is no longer just about
jobs and wages but is increasingly linked to rising anti
South Asian hate speech.The H-1B visa program allows
American companies to hire skilled foreign profession-
als, especially in fields like technology, engineering, and
research.A large number of these visa holders are Indian
nationals working in the tech sector. While criticism of
the program has existed for years, recent discussions
have taken a sharper and more hostile tone online and in
public forums.The article points to a tense public meet-
ing in Frisco, where some speakers made inflammatory
remarks about Indian professionals and immigration.
Community leaders later condemned the rhetoric, saying
it unfairly targeted a specific ethnic group rather than
focusing on policy concerns.The broader political cli-
mate has also played a role. Immigration policies and
proposals under former President Donald Trump, includ-
ing calls for higher visa fees and stricter rules, have
intensified the conversation.Advocacy groups warn that
turning a policy debate into a cultural or racial issue risks
fueling discrimination. They stress that discussions about
immigration reform should remain focused on econom-
ics and law, not ethnicity or identity.

In what could be considered an extremely shock-
ing incident, an Indian couple has been arrested by
the United States authorities for organising a
human trafficking operation. This apprehension
happened in Dallas and the same was confirmed
by the legal authorities.An Indian couple has been
arrested in the United States on serious charges
related to human trafficking and immigration vio-

Amer

Lord Hanuman is one of the most sacred and religiously
significant deities in the Hindu religion by a comfortable
margin. However, this aspect has no landed in a contro-
versy, and it has something to do with the latest develop-

ments in the United States.A political row has erupted in |

the United States after a conservative activist sparked

controversy by targeting a large Hindu statue in Sugar [
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lations. The arrests were carried out by
U.S. Immigration and  Customs
Enforcement officials as part of an ongo-
ing crackdown on illegal smuggling net-
works.According to authorities, the couple
was taken into custody in Houston and is
accused of being involved in a large scale
human smuggling operation.The charges
reportedly include human trafficking, doc-
ument fraud, and overstaying their visas.
Officials believe the pair played a key role
in facilitating the illegal movement of indi-
viduals into the country.While the identi-
ties of the accused have not been publicly
disclosed, investigators described the case
as significant and part of a broader effort to
dismantle organized smuggling rings oper-
ating within Texas.ICE officials stated that
such enforcement actions are aimed at protecting
vulnerable individuals from exploitation and
ensuring that immigration laws are strictly fol-
lowed.The case remains under investigation, and
further legal proceedings are expected in the com-
ing weeks. Authorities have reiterated that human
trafficking and related offenses will be pursued
aggressively under federal law.

Hanuman Now’

Land.The 90-foot statue of Lord Hanuman, known as the &

Panchaloha Abhaya Hanuman and located at the Shri

Ashtalakshmi Temple, has stood in the city since 2024 as
one of the tallest Hindu monuments in North
America.Carlos Turcios, a Republican activist associated
with the MAGA movement, posted a video of the statue
on his social media account and described it as evidence
of “Third World aliens” taking over Texas and the United
States. In his post, he questioned why such a monument
existed in America and urged people to “stop the inva-
sion.”Turcios’ remarks drew immediate backlash online.
Critics accused him of promoting xenophobia and misun-
derstanding religious freedom in the country. Many point-
ed out that the statue was built on private property through

s B s

It is already known that the Indian government Is presti-
gious holding the ongoing Al summit in Delhi and had
invited global leaders to the same. Incidentally, Microsoft
chief Bill Gates is one of the special invite to the event
and he arrived in India a couple of days ago.But, Bill
Gates will no longer deliver his keynote address at the
India Al Impact Summit 2026, according to an official
statement released on Thursday by the Gates Foundation

-

community donations and represenfs religious expression
rather than political influence.Supporters of the temple
stressed that the monument symbolizes devotion,
strength, and peace, and defended the rights of Indian-
American communities to celebrate their heritage without
facing discrimination.

I 1 [
India office.The announcement was shared through the
foundation’s official account, which stated that after care-
ful consideration, and to ensure the focus remains on the
summit’s key priorities, Mr. Gates will not be speaking at
the event as originally scheduled. No further details were
provided about the reason behind the decision.The foun-
dation clarified that it will continue to participate in the
summit. Ankur Vora, President of the Africa and India
Offices, will represent the organization and is expected to
address the gathering later in the day.The India Al Impact
Summit 2026 is a major platform bringing together poli-
cymakers, technology leaders, innovators, and industry
experts to discuss the future of artificial intelligence and
its impact on society and economic growth.While Gates’
absence has drawn attention, the foundation reiterated its
commitment to supporting Al driven development initia-
tives and ongoing collaborations in India and other
regions. People are speculating that the presence of Bill
Gates name in the recently released Epstein files could be
the reason behind his exit now. But this is not official
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