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Thanks to the digital revolution and the subse-
quent push that is being given by the govern-
ment of India, we are witnessing a huge surge
in the usage of digital transactions. But that

away from the traditional cash exchange.Cash
in circulation across India has grown at a strik-

ing pace over the last decade, underlining one N
clear reality, digital payments may be rising >
fast, but physical currency still dominates &8

everyday life.In February 2016, just months

HowMuch Cash In Circulation
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does not mean, the Indian population is moving == ™
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before demonetisation reshaped the financial %@+

landscape, cash circulation stood at ?16.42 lakh ="
crore. By February 2020, that number had
climbed significantly to ?24.2 lakh crore, reflect-

system.Fast forward to February 2026 and the fig-

Yot At Gl oy Compti
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Chief Justice of India Surya Kant sharply objected
to a Class 8 NCERT textbook chapter referring to
“judicial corruption”, calling it a “calculated meas-
ure” and suggesting a “calculated and deep-rooted”
attempt to target the judiciary. The comments came
in open court after the issue was flagged by senior
lawyers.The Supreme Court expressed worry that
young students were being exposed to such materi-
al about judges in a school text. CJI Kant stressed
that the court would not let anyone question the
judiciary’s integrity, and warned that those behind
the chapter would face legal scrutiny, regardless of
position.The matter reached the Bench when
Senior Advocates Kapil Sibal and Abhishek
Singhvi mentioned the NCERT content. Sibal said
the reference to “judicial corruption” in a school
book was “very disturbing”. Singhvi submitted that
the chapter appeared to single out the judiciary,
while leaving out corruption among politicians,
ministers and bureaucrats.Kapil Sibal told the
court, “We are deeply disturbed as the members of
this institution to find that the children of Class 8
students are being taught about corruption in the
judiciary. It is part of the NCERT. It is entirely
scandalous. We have the copies of the book,” high-
lighting the broader concern within the legal com-
munity.Responding, CJI Kant said he had already
taken suo motu cognisance of the NCERT issue.
The CJI stated, “I know how to deal with it. It
seems to be a calculated measure.” The court sig-
nalled that any attempt to malign the institution
would be met with firm judicial action.CJI Kant
noted that alarm was widespread within the justice
system. “Wait for a day. This is definitely concern-
ing the entire institution. The bar and the bench are
perturbed. Every stakeholder in the system is real-
ly perturbed, I am receiving lot of calls and mes-
sages. There are judges of High Courts who are
perturbed,” CJI Kant said, adding, “Whosoever
high it may be, the law will take its course. | know
how to deal with it.”The Chief Justice hinted at
deeper concerns about the intent behind the
NCERT judicial corruption chapter, remarking, “It
seems to be a very calculated and deep-rooted
measure to...we don't want to say anything
more...l am aware and | have done my duty," indi-
cating that further steps would follow within the
legal framework.

Tirums

The Tirumala laddu issue has started to grab all
the attention in the Telugu states these days. The
situation has reached such a critical point that this
has now come to discussion at the Andhra
Pradesh  assembly  now.Chief  minister
Chandrababu Naidu on Tuesday made serious
allegations in the Assembly regarding the prepa-
ration of the sacred laddu prasadam at the
Tirupati temple.He claimed that during the previ-
ous government led by YSR Congress Party,
nearly 60 lakh kilograms of adulterated ghee was
allegedly used in the making of more than 20
crore laddus offered to devotees.Naidu stated that
organised syndicates were involved in the supply
of the adulterated ghee. He described the issue as
not merely administrative negligence but a grave
act that hurt the religious sentiments of millions
of devotees.According to him, compromising the puri-
ty of the prasadam amounts to sacrilege, especially
when it is associated with Lord Venkateswara Swamy
at Tirupati, one of the most revered pilgrimage sites in
the country.Participating in a short discussion in the
Assembly on the alleged sacrilege of the holy laddu
prasadam, Naidu further claimed that there appeared
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marking an extraordinary expansion in the
amount of currency held by the public.This sharp
rise comes at a time when digital payments, espe-
cially through UPI, have witnessed record break-
ing growth. Millions of transactions now happen

‘/ instantly through smartphones, transforming how

 India pays and gets paid. Yet, the data suggests

: ‘;‘"’r&. that cash continues to play a central role in the

= household savings and informal transactions,
Al 2 . . .

= 5 physical currency remains deeply embedded in

=, daily commerce. Convenience, trust, and accessi-

= bility keep cash relevant, particularly in areas

economy.From small traders and rural markets to

« where digital infrastructure is still evolving. The
numbers tell a powerful story. Even in a digital
India, cash remains king.
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to be a Iarger consplracy behmd the adulterated ghee
supply.He assured that the matter would be thorough-
ly investigated and that strict action would be taken
against those responsible. The Chief Minister empha-
sized that protecting the sanctity of temple traditions
and restoring public trust would be the government’s
top priority

exercise, yoga, sports and a balanced diet.Mental

ben Z e Trend: Saying Nt Aonol

In recent years, a big change can be seen in the
lifestyle of Gen Z. Unlike older generations, many
young people today are choosing to stay away from
alcohol. Studies and surveys show that nearly 87 per-
cent of Gen Z prefers not to drink alcohol. This trend
IS surprising to many, but it clearly shows how this
generation thinks differently.One major reason Gen Z
avoids alcohol is health awareness. Young people
today know more about how alcohol affects the body.
They understand that drinking can cause problems
like liver damage, poor sleep, weight gain, and low
energy. Instead of harming their bodies, they prefer to
stay fit and active. Many Gen Z youngsters focus on

health is another strong reason. Gen Z openly talks
about stress, anxiety, and emotional well-being. They
believe alcohol does not solve mental problems and
can even make them worse. While alcohol may give
short-term relief, it often leads to more stress later.
Gen Z values a clear mind and emotional balance, so
they choose to stay sober.Money also plays an impor-
tant role. Alcohol is expensive, and Gen Z is careful
about spending. They prefer to save money or spend it
on travel, fitness, education, or hobbies. For them,
alcohol feels like an unnecessary expense.Social
media influence is also a key factor. Today, everything
can be recorded and shared online. Gen Z is aware that
one wrong moment can damage their image. To avoid
embarrassment or negative attention, many choose not
to drink at all. Another interesting change is the rise of
mocktails and zero-alcohol drinks. Gen Z still enjoys
social gatherings but without alcohol. Mocktails allow
them to have fun without health risks. This shows that
they are not avoiding social life, but simply making
smarter choices.Whatever Gen Z is creating a new
culture. They prefer clarity over hangovers, health
over habits, and peace over pressure. Their decision to
say no to alcohol reflects maturity and responsibility.
This shift may inspire future generations to adopt a
healthier and more balanced lifestyle.



Thalapathy Vijay's TV To Win
180 Seats? What's Happening?
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It is already known that Tamil superstar Thalapathy Vijay
IS currently active in politics, and he is looking to take
Tamil Nadu by a storm with his TVK party. Tamilaga
Vettri Kazhagam, the political party launched by actor-
turned-politician Thalapathy Vijay, continues to dominate
conversations ahead of the 2026 Tamil Nadu Legislative
Assembly election.Social media posts and have been cir-
culating this week claiming that TVK will win between
175 and 180 of the 234 seats, quoting close party leader
Bussy Anand making the prediction. Anand is a close
friend of Vijay and he has a tall prediction on the coming
elections. These posts have gained traction among support-
ers and followers online, though major news outlets have
not independently verified this exact seat estimate from a
formal TVK press statement. TVK has been actively
preparing for the election campaign. Recently the party
formalised its organisational structure by appointing a
team of election observers under senior leaders like N
Anand and K A Sengottaiyan to oversee poll work across
Tamil Nadu and neighbouring Puducherry. The party is
also debating whether Vijay should personally contest a
seat, with cadres urging him to stand from Perambur in
Chennai, a stronghold seen as key for TVK'’s political
momentum.Meanwhile, Vijay has been sharply critical of
rival parties, especially the incumbent DMK, framing the
election as a historic battle against “money-power poli-
tics” and positioning TVK as a people’s movement.At this
stage, the 175-180 seats prediction is circulating widely
on social media and among supporters, but mainstream
election projections from major outlets have not con-
firmed it as an official forecast.

I okt To G Bk R Crore Fom Ex Wl

It is already known that sev-
eral Indian cricketers have
. been facing peculiar situa-
F %* RERMI! ti_ons with regard to mar-
W riages and subsequent
f r ' divorces. Now we have the
case of former Indian crick-
eter Shikhar Dhawan, who is
reportedly receiving a very favourable judgement from
the Supreme Court.In a big relief to Indian cricketer
Shikhar Dhawan, a Family Court in Delhi has ordered his
former wife to return around Rs 5.72 crore to him. The
court gave this decision after examining earlier orders
passed by a Family Court in Australia.Earlier, the
Australian court had directed Dhawan to pay the amount
to his estranged wife under the concept of “property set-
tlement.” This concept is commonly used in Australian
family law, where financial matters between a couple are
settled after separation or divorce. Based on that order,
Dhawan had paid the amount.However, the Delhi Family
Court observed that the idea of property settlement, as
applied in the Australian ruling, does not exist in the same
way under Indian law. The court said that such a concept
IS not recognized in Indian matrimonial laws in the man-
ner it was enforced abroad.After carefully reviewing the
case, the Delhi court concluded that the payment made
under the Australian order was not legally valid in India.
Therefore, it directed that approximately Rs 5.72 crore be
returned to Dhawan.This decision marks an important
development in the ongoing legal dispute between
Dhawan and his former wife and brings significant finan-
cial relief to the cricketer.
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The United States, H1B visa is one of the most pres-
tigious and sorted visas in the globe. It comes with
a work permit in the United States, which makes it
a dearly prospect for the Indian community.
However, a social media post about an H1B visa
cancellation at Abu Dhabi airport is going viral and
creating concern among H1B holders. It is not clear
whether the post is fully verified, but the details
shared in the screenshots have caught
attention.According to the post, a woman working
on an H1B visa traveled to India in November. She
and her husband completed their visa stamping on
December 12. In January, while returning to the
United States, they went through U.S. preclearance
at Abu Dhabi airport.During questioning, she said
that she stayed in India for around two months and
used a mix of paid time off and some remote work.
After this statement, she was sent for secondary

K O This o

In what could be considered an extreme-
ly interesting term of events, an Indian
individual has claimed that the United
Kingdom owes him money from over 100
years. Let us have a look into the story

that is in development now.A 1917 war |

loan is now creating fresh debate about
whether the British Empire could still
owe money linked to colonial era contri-
butions from India.Recent media reports
say that descendants connected to Indian
industrialist Seth Jamna Lal are exploring
possible legal options regarding funds he |
subscribed to the British Indian War Loan
in 1917.Historical records show that he
contributed 235,000 at that time. During
World War |, many wealthy Indians sup-
ported the British government financially, as India
was under British rule.In 1917, 735,000 was a very
large amount. If adjusted to present day value with
long term growth and interest, some estimates sug-
gest it could equal hundreds of crores today. This
has sparked a wider discussion about historical
financial accountability.The key question being
raised is whether colonial era financial contribu-
tions can be legally pursued after more than a cen-
tury. Legal experts point out that such cases are

complex. They involve old financial systems,
1

The kind of impact that artificial intelligence is
having on the global tech and support sector is
becoming hard to anticipate with every passing
day. Now it is being reported that India lost a war
?4.15 lakh crore in 2026 due to the Al
evolution.Indian IT companies have lost nearly 50
billion dollars in market value so far in the first two
months 2026 as fears around Acrtificial Intelligence
continue to grow.The Nifty IT index has fallen
20.77 percent this year. Major companies have also
seen sharp declines. TCS is down 19.95 percent.

26 THURSDAY FEBRUARY 2026

RNI: APBIL/2023/86665 i
oy

(D000 23920

- QW&QU RANS &'550 Y

S
g= ROYAL JOURNALISM

BVisa Canceled I Abu Dia: What's Happening?

inspection.Officers reportedly told her that working
from India was not allowed because it was not men-
tioned in her LCA. They also said that getting paid
while staying in India was against U.S. law. Her visa
was then stamped “Cancelled and Withdr
awn.”However, her company’s immigration attor-
ney reportedly said there is no such specific rule and
advised her to reapply for visa stamping. The prob-
lem is that currently there are no visa appointment
slots available.This incident, whether fully con-
firmed or not, is a reminder that H1B holders must
be very careful. Immigration rules can be interpret-
ed strictly at ports of entry. Not everyone may be
aware of all regulations, and officers have wide dis-
cretion. H1B employees should always consult their
company’s immigration team before traveling or
working remotely from abroad.

)

changes in governments, statutes of limitation, and
international law. Proving continuous liability over
100 years would be extremely challenging.
However, the issue goes beyond just money. It
touches on history, recognition, and the larger
global conversation about reparations and colonial
responsibility.While no formal legal case has yet
been confirmed, the discussion has reignited inter-
est in how Indian wealth supported the British
Empire and whether historical financial records
still carry legal weight today.

A

Infosys has dropped 21 percent. Wipro has fallen
24 percent. HCL Tech is down 17 percent.
Investors believe that Al could seriously impact
India’s long standing IT outsourcing model.For
almost 30 years, global companies depended on
Indian IT firms for software support, system main-
tenance, and back office technology services. This
model worked because Indian companies provided
skilled workers at competitive costs. Large teams
handled projects for clients across the world.Now,
Agentic Al is changing that structure. Many glob-
al companies are starting to use advanced Al tools
internally. These tools can complete tasks that ear-
lier required big outsourced teams. Al can work
faster and at a much lower cost, reducing the need
for external IT services.Research recently warned
that countries heavily dependent on white collar
outsourcing may face major disruption as Al
improves productivity. India is one of the most
exposed economies in this shift.Similar trends
were seen globally when an announcement by
Anthropic wiped out over 15 billion dollars from
cybersecurity stocks in just hours. If Al continues
reducing enterprise labor costs, India’s IT sector
could face a serious challenge.
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